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PREFACE. 


In the preparation of this work for the public, we 
are governed by a desire for the promotion of Christian 
knowledge and virtue. Though all knowledge is im- 
portant in its place, and there are discoveries of sub- 
Ume moral and scientific truths, from a study of the 
pature and fitness of things, yet nothing has such 
power to enlarge, elevate, purify and bless the human 
mind, as the knowledge and love of revealed religion. 

This work is a desideratum in the Universalist pub- 
lic. We have many able Theological productions ; but 
they are devoted respectively to some particular point 
or points of the general system of Christian doctrines, 
no one book comprising a complete compend or 
body of divinity. We often meet with inquirers after 
truth, who ask our reference to a book, from which 
they can obtain a knowledge of* our fiews of Chris- 
tianity as a whole, embracing all its essential princi- 
ples. To such a book we have not been able to refer 
them. The different writers have accomplished their 
respective designs; but no one, of whom we know, has 
' grasped so extensive a plan. 

This is the plan undertaken by the writer of the fol- 
lowing pages. The being of God ; his Creation of the 
world and all thin|s in it : the Character of God^ \a& 
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Law for the government of his children: the Penalties 
of the law, their Nature and Design ; the Judgment 
of God, and the Judgment committed to Jesus Christ ; 
Forgiveness of Sins, viewed in relation to the Scrip- 
ture doctrine of Retribution ; the Person of Jesus 
Christ, — ^his Mission, and the great and glorious pur- 
pose of his mission ; the Evidences of Christianity in 
the Gospel History ; the Resurrection ; the Sovereignty 
of God and Moral Accountability of Man; Faith, 
Repentance, and the New Birth; and the practical 
Influence of the Christian Doctrines on the heart and 
life ; — all these subjects, in which are involved all the 
prmciples of faith and practice in revealed religion, are 
here consecutively presented, said variously argued, 
each bdng exhibited in its own distinctive features, 
and in its harmony with all the rest. 

I have been several years contemplating this work, 
and preparing difSnrent portions of it, as, from time to 
time, my other engagements have afforded me leisure. 
And now, having brought it to a completion, while I 
am conscious df the imperfections of its execution, I 
send it forth in the agreeable hope, that it will be the 
humble means of aiding many inquiring minds on 
their way to truth, to God, and to heaven. 

I do not claim to represent, in all things, the entire 
body of Christians to which I belong. Thera are 
some minute particulars in which the true Uberty of 
thought among us has led to a variety of opinions. 
Peatbaps the point in which there is%e greatest diffn^ 
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eoce of ojmiioii amoogst us, is in the subjoct of otii^ 
thiiteeath chapter, the Sovereignty of God in its lela- 
ti(» to the Accountability of Man. But even here the 
essential differ^Mse is not so great as the differ- 
ence in the manner of eiqptression. I have uttered 
what I lake to be truth on the sulyect, w:ith faithful- 
ness and candor. I piously believe that the evasions 
which some Christians, of different orders, have prac- 
tised in relation to this subject, are of unfavorable ten- 
d^Acy. A fear has been entertained in respect to the 
moral influence of a full development of truth. Scrip- 
tural and Philosophical, on this subject But I believe 
that no moral good can result from a perpetual 
strife of the wiU against the c^mvictipns of the under- 
standing, and an effort to build virtue on forced and 
unsatisfactory ground. Better go with truth. into all 
its depths and heights, and build virtue on its awn le- 
gitimate, harmonious, and eternal principles. Better 
dig down to the sojid rock, and build our house upon 
it, that when the wipds beat upon it, and the floods 
come, it may stand secure. 

I would not be understood as meaning that there is 
no discretion to be usied, as to time, occasion and man- 
ner, of dwelling on certain subj^ts, which lie deep in 
the great heart of universal nature. The circulation 
of the blood in the physical system is an important 

if 

fact, useful to be known. Yet I would not have one 
forever thinking, and watching and dwelling on the 

heart's palpitaticps. Adapting the knowledge of this 
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gfwt^ fac% as oeeasioti roquirei^ I0 ite togMmate 
flit ]^i»rp<i8ei^ we will ordkiftTSy l«iv# iHm gmaA IM^ 
im work to the laws wbioh are estaUidifld tm it^ utik 
go about die duties of those risible refaMsons which he<* 
long to our commen eon^tns. But all acoessibts 
truths, the most hidden fiom the sdperfieisA gM^ce, in 
philosophy and reyelaticni, it is our duty a»d privitege 
to teow, and, according to its natural uses, to iuqprove 
and enjoy. 

It is recommended to inquires after truth, that they 
commence with this vrotk^ and read it through ui 
eourse. Let the Scriptures referred to in the set" 
eral diapters be examined in their connexions; and, 
by help of the Ooncordanee, let Ae Scripture teach- 
ings generally, (m the same subject, receive due atten^* 
lion. And in pursuit of this interestmg course of study 
for Christian culture and improvement, let Ihe har^ 
^ony of die Christian doctrines be especially noticed, 
as an internal evidence of their true divinity. Let 
each precious truth, as you gather it on the way, be 
treasured up, and put to practice, that '' your friends 
may have occasion to say of you as die apostle said 
to the Thessalonian Christians^ that '^3nDur faith grow- 
edi exceedingly, and the charity of every one of 
you all toward each other aboundeth." 

Wi^ regard to refermces to the original languages 
of the Scriptures, I have been as sparing of them as 
was deemed compattfots widi duty, tooehiiig die sense 
of. the sacred text The words Sheirf, Hades, Gebeny 


Bs. asd TartftEUf, wfaaA ate aU u nd toej i hmU m A* 
CommoR Yesaidi^ bate bceome AngiicMwd by faittliM 
difleitfemi aad utti Tbeie is na moie fMredeii^ ki a 
iJMniliar refiMreoee ta than, when discuttiiig the fMUh 
81^^ ia whieh they oooH) than tbeie is ki the we ef 
the tefm bapHze^ which is the Gieek woid wMi aft 
Elfish t»an»iation. These woids shoald all have 
beea peraiitted to standi like baptizoy uaUranriated in 
the Seriptuies; and then the definiticm and history of 
tbem would have been introduced into our Eoglisb 
djctigoaries, • and the English reader of the Bible 
would have fouod easier access to some of its teach* 
ings. 

The same remarks may be made on the word Aim, 
in its substantive and adjective forms. If it bad been 
invariably retadned in the Common Version, untrans- 
lated,. it would only have been adding another word 
to the English vocabulary, and the common reader 
would have easily gathered an idea <^ its proper force 
by observing its ample Scripture usage, and compare 
ing text with text. 

To the foregoing: catalogue may be added the Greek 
word Krisisj whicb signifies j'tic^^gYncn^, c&ndemnatim 
or punishment It is in a few instances rendered dam^ 
nation in the New Testament. The school<4x)y seads 
IB. the Scriplwes,, ''He that believeth not shall be 
damned ;^^ '' Hesball be in danger of eternal {flipnion^ 
damnatian.^^ He goes to the English dictlonaxyy and 
finds the word damn defined to signify, . '' Tq doom, to 
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torm^ts A a fature state;'' In this jnaoner he is de*: 
ceived. He does not know (hat the Saviour used a sy« 
nonymous v^bin the passage, '-^He ttiat belittyeth not 
shall heilamf^, as where it reads, '' He that bdietBtli 
x^ifi is condemned already; and this is the (xmdemnatioB, 
dtat men have loved darkness rather than light, be^ 
cause their deeds were evil." If he had known this, 
he would have been likely to perceive that Jesus, in 
the first mentioned saying, spoke of the condemnation 
which is connected with unbelief, and is limited by it 
And then, too, upon reading, (Mark iii. 29,) "Who- 
soever blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost, hath 
never (not) forgiveness {eis ten aiena, to the age,) but is 
in danger of eternal damnation," (aiomon kriseos^ age- 
lasting punishment,) he would be able to comprehend 
that the aeonton punishm^it to which the Jews should 
be subjected for that sin, is the same aion of condem- 
nation tmto which they should not have forgiveness ; 
an aien which shall have ended when the fulness of 
the Gentiles are come in, and "all Israel shall be 
saved, as it is written." 

I do not mean, however, that th« Greek word for 
condemnation should have been preserved in the Eng- 
lish Version. It would not have been so convenient a 
word for Anglicizing. But there should have been a 
greater uniformity in the translation. 'Riese facts all 
should know, that they may not be misled by the 
sound of a word in the English tongue. 

I have referred to other original terms, in a few in- 


stftooM only, vAmq, it awnwd «iteiiMir|p to gm liti* 
to jm importaat idea iirroivtd in the tobjeet 

it wtil be observed by the reader, that I bave act 
headed the chapters of ihkr work with a etattmietit of 
doatiriiree whksfa I pledge myself in the outeet to uam^ 
iam» The ehi^ten ace headed with the pfopoeed mib- 
jeets of inquiry, and we fc^ow the evidence in com^ 
iag at our e(mchisi0ns. Tru& is our aim ; and why 
should a man desire to deceive himself, or to be de* 
ceived? ''Prove ail things, hold fast that which is 
good," is a noble sentiment for human life. As wo 
advance by the practice of this principle, we shall 
pluck of delicious sweets as we pass aleng,— ^and new 
beauties, and inc^eaaing glories will open to our view 
as we travel onward. 

Theae i» one important fact which I think every 
candid reader will distinctly perceive in the p^usal c^ , 
this work. We have not depended upcHi tl|e doubtful 
criticism of a word to sustain a darling tenet It is a 
j^eaomenon, remarkable, but not unusual, to see « 
Doctors, enlisted in the cause of dogmas, which are pal^ 
pably ofpotiei. to the revealed character of God, to the 
avowed principles and purposes of his government, to 
the spirit and design of the Saviour's nuMskfo^ to the 
acknowledged wishes of the Deity, to the deep 
seal-moving prayers of all good m^i, — ^in short, op- 
posed to every holy aspiration in earth <» heaven,--^ 
and there they stand, with inveterate will contending 
for such dogmas^ by the bare instrumanlaVvtY ^^ ^ 


verbal erUidsnk And ^at must soon prove fstal to 
their thankless cause, is, that this very sovereign de- 
£afice, their verbal criticism, is itself as great a perver- 
si(m of words, as their doctrines are of j^finciples. 
Ours is a happier lot To all the essential doctrines 
which are brought out and established by these invest 
ligations, we have been led as legitimate results, by 
following the ^reat fundamental principles of revela* 
tion, as they flow in unbroken currents from the be- 
gmning to the end of the Inspired Tolume,^^principles 
which all sects acknowledge to gush out in the kind 
desires of the eternal Fadier, and which have the 
hearty AMEN of all benevolent beings. Yea, more, — 
all true criUcism of words, too, conducts to the same 
results. Shall not these doctrines stand forever? 

We intended to comprise our work within the com- 
pass of 4S)Q pages ; but when it was nearly completed 
in stereotype, we found ourself obliged to enlarge it * 
by the addition of 32 pages, and were obliged* to abridge 
^he last two chapters, to avoid increasing it even to a 
larger size. This addition renders the work more ex- 
pensive to us, and will diminish the remuneration of 
our own labors and outsets, — ^for we make no addition 
to the contemplated price. Our hc^ is that it may 
do good, and that it may be found worthy of a place 
in many a Christian family in our country and the 
world. Unto this end, may the blessing of God at- 
tend it. 
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CHAPTER I. 


GOD, — ^BIS BXISTENGB. 


Thb beginning of all things is Goi. This ^da- 
meatal truth the Scriptures declare distinctly, ^d ^ith 
power. "There is one Qod." And it is interesting 
to go often out into an exploratipn of th^ wo^ks of 
God, for living confirmations of his blesse4 word. 
" For the invisible things of l^im from the crea|tio^ of 
the world are clearly seen, being imderstpod by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and God- 
• head." 

Indulge your thoughts in meditationy and yoji axe 
impressed wkh the ^videi^ce, of power, pre-es^stent, 
aAd all-controlliag. You a^ake injto being witl^uoiftt 
your own volition, and by the operation oi a law mys- 
terk>us as existence itself, which no man instituted. 
You breathe and yoi; oee, by mechanisms which you 
jco&trived n^ and which yoii cap never m^de^tand. 
Youx iungs are inflated by ^ atociosplaere which you 
ibrm^ i|ot ; find you are Wiarmed and lightened by 
e sun w^ch you did nott create. Re^rdle^s ^ your 
consent, you are driyen Jliroiigh space ^ thousand 
xailes ^very hour by the e^urth's diurnaJi rotatioiJi ; a94 
more th^ sixty^eigbft tboufi;a#d mi/^ aa 1i^>aac \>^ SXii^ 
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annual revolution. Thus you are plunged mto the 
darkness of night; and anon you are roused with the 
brightness of day. And thus you are driven to your 
firesides by the freezing cold of Winter ; and you are 
again caHed forth to the airy field by the enlivening 
warmth and the cheering song of Spring. You can 
plant, to be sure, and you can sow; but you could 
never have contrived a seed with vegetative power, 
nor will the winds and rains obey orders from you. 
The grain you sow, and the grass upon which your 
cattle feed, grow by a process which you could never 
have contrived, and which your boasted powers of 
reason are unable to copy. 

When you commence your existence, it is under cir- 
cumstances of which you have no control; and you 
are conscious of being, to a great extent, disposed of 
through life by powers not your own. And when 
your boasted selves go hence, and your mortal powers 
he motionless in death, no wheel in nature stops for 
want of you ; — ^the power which brought you here, and 
upheld you jiere a season, moves on its mighty works 
when you are gone. 

But unseen power is not ^ the invisible essence, 
which the mind discovers in the works of nature. 
InteUigenoe is no less manifest than power. We see 
design in the things around us. And design involves 
counsel ; and^pounsel involves intelligence. 

In the agreement of partis in nature, and the adapta- 
tion of things to certain useful ends, we have demon- 
strative proof of counsel and design. For what pur- 
pose does the earth perform its annual ecliptic circuit 
around the sun ? It is to bring about the pleasing and 
profitable variety of seasons. And for what purpose 
&oeB the earth revolve daily on its axb? It is to pr€h 
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d«c6 the necessaiy mterchai^ of dUtjt and nighlb 
And to fomish this reguhir and firequ^it interdiaiige 
0f day and night, is precisely as a world must have 
tem planned, to be a fit abode of sueh creataves as 
inhabit our globe. We need frequent seasons of repose 
in sleep ; and the darkness of night is adapted to our 
wwaX. How much better suited to the purpose of quiet 
and refreshing sleep is the sable darkness, whidi 
hushes aU the world to silence and sleep at once, than 
would be the glare of perpetual day, with the world 
m bustle all around. And how kindly for man is the 
arrangement, fixing for him his seasons of rest, rather 
than that he, anxious to push his labors forward, 
should have been left to select for himself A further 
purpose of good is answered by the interehange of day 
and night, in the healthful coolness of the atmo^[dierey 
and the refreshment afforded vegetation. The cool- 
ness combines with the darkness of the evening to 
invite us to rest; and the freshness combines with the 
hght of the morning to urge us again to labcnr. 

Anoth^ pieamg manifestaticm of design, proving 
the existence of an inteUigent Being to calculate, is in 
the eoBstiruction of the Atmos^ere. It is so contrived 
as to break the rays &£ tho mm into a {feasant light 
and genial warmth, to supply us with breath and cour 
vey sound ; and also to buoy up vapors, and discharge 
them in gentle showers upon the earth's surface. If it 
were not for this element, contrived just as it is, it 
would have been in vain that we were furnished with 
sueh wonderfully t^onstructed limgs, for we could not 
have breathed;— 4t would have been in vain that we 
vr^te furnished with mich curiously oxganiied ears, for 
we could not have heard ; — ^i^ would have been in vain 
diat eyes were fives »%, fir we natA^ not V&aTe ie«ia\ — 
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ma it tronld have been M Taiii tka^ Ifae geedii of «A 
trees and herbs were in the ground, for they could ool 
have been watered by fructifying showers, nor warmed 
by genial suiis. Nor wiih this mysterious etement^ 
could light, or heat, or showers have blessed lis, if 
th^re had been no sun to operate upon it* What a 
Wonderful calculation upon ends, and unerring adaptar^ 
tion of means ! 

See also the proof of counsel and design, in tfael 
correspondence between the Wants of all sehtieiH 
creatures^ and the prorisions which are furnished for 
their sustenance. Erery creature finds a provision 
furnished, which agrees with its constitutional wants; 
and the form of its body, and of all its members, is 
accommodated to its use in procuring Ae provisi^Ei 
required. 

Why have Aere not been animals brought into 
being, with constitutional wants that have no eone^ 
spbnding provii^onl And why has it not happened 
that the eohstructi^i of the bodies and limbs of ani- 
mals was incompatible with the cHmate Uiey Were 
made to inhabit, and unsuitable for use in suppl3riBg 
their hatural wtots ? Why had not the raiiKleer, who 
loves upon hard i^iarp hoofs to prance over fields of 
ice, the soft flaggihg feet of the tropical camel? Why 
had not the lion that roars for his prey, the hoofs and 
the teeth of the domestic horse? Why had not th^ 
ox, whose stomach craves the herbs and grass of the 
field, the neck and the mouth of the fishes c^ the sea? 
And why had not the lungs, or the substitute for 
lungs, of the fishes of the sea, been placed in the 
winged and plumed bodies of the fowls of the air? 
Why no such incongruities? Why, even in those 
things which derive their existence fiton prozknate 
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fomteil independeiii of eitch oAer, is theie such pre-* 
eise aad adaptaUe agreement, wherever such iigree- 
ment is needful ? It is because there is a GOD, answerai 
leason, whose wisdom and understanding planned, 
when his power produced these things. 

Sux^y thftt man mupt be in a strange deliriumj whq 
imagines 4hat all this agreement of parts in the imi- 
▼ersal whole, and this wise adaptation of means to the 
pfoduction of useful and needful ends, is brought 
about by a power as blind and senseless as the ab- 
stract whirlwind. While he laughs at credulity, {^ 
Uind creduUty is his only faith. He is blind to th^ 
evidence of truth, and believes the harder side. For 
&e existence of intelligence to plai; and direct in what 
we call die works of nature, is as evident as that ther^ 
is power to produce. We can as clearly see that things 
exist for certain dafinite^ purposes, as that they exist 
at alL 

But I cannot find in all creation a strcmger impress 
of the Creator's wisdom, than in you, for whom I pen 
these cogitations. Every bone, muscle, sinew, nerve, 
artery, vein, in your bodies, is jointed, placed and 
strung, precisely as it should be for the purposes of 
life and motion, suited to your mode of being and 
sphere of action. And the senses are exactly adapted 
to the purposes of enjoyment. When I consider the 
consummate wisdom and skill in the construction of 
the organs of taste, by which we test the quality of the 
sustenance received, and derive pleasure from the 
mandication of the food we eat ; — and in the organs 
of smell, by which we detect what is unsavory before 
we receive it, and are delighted with the fragrance of 
sweet spices and flowers ; — and of sight, by which we 
direct our steps in safety, and survey the delightful 
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bieauttes and glories of creation uround vis ;— K>f Amt- 
ing, to hdld sweet social convenSie, and to feast upoB 
die harmony of sounds, and the rich tones of friend- 
ship and love; — ^and especially when I ccmsider the 
construction of the ihind, to reason and jtMlge on what 
you hear and see, to store up die abundant treasures 
of knowledge, truth and virttie, weA to ^4ook tiMrongfa 
iiature lip to nature's 6od,"-^I exclaim wiA the Psidn^ 
ist, " The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God." 
Surely "the invisible things of him from die creation 
df ihe "iir&Ad are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal pow^ «Hd God- 
head." 

St. Patd speaks of feeUng afkr md jintKhig OoA 
fie who habitually disci^ines his mind and moral 
affections, by the study <^ the wd/td anfd worira of 
God, and the conmranion of his Wpirit, w41 acq'iire the 
power to perceive the being and enjoy the presence of 
the eterntd Father. 


CHAPTER II. 

GOD AS THE CREATOR. 

In the foregoing diapter, we have recognized ib€ 
being of God, as it is declared in the Scriptures, and 
attested by the voice of nature. This second chapter 
is substantially a continuation of the same imbject,-*- 
relating to Grod, however, more directly as the Creator 
of die world, and especially of man. 

The Scripture teachings of God's authorship of idie 
world and its furniture, are put forth in the simple 
authority of truth. There is no shade of doubtful^ 
ness, no fear of contradiction. As a truth known oi 
God, and belonging to man, the inspired witnesses 
utter it in sublime assurance. " In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth." "So God made 
man in his own image." ''And hath made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of 
the earth." 

But this Bible doctrine in relation to the origin of 
our race, some are disposed to question, even to cast 
away. And what better account do they give us? 
None. When they discard the Bible testimony, they 
are lost Their folly becomes manifest, and their con- 
fusion is pitiable. Tes ; after all the vain contradic- 
tions of men, the Bible account of the origin of man is 
the only philosophical, as well as the only authenti- 
cated accoimt, attained or attainable. Go and exam- 
ine all the guesses of skeptics, w£o, in their proud 
haste to make a masterly leap above the weakness of 
credulity, plunge firom raticmal faith into the mest^aX 
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credulity itsdf. How will they account for the begin- 
ning of our race? 

Sometimes they will say that the human species was 
without beginning, existing from eternity. Was there 
ever then a first pair, male and female, who are self- 
existent, and without beginning? Then they had 
existed from eternity when they first had an issue ; 
and being self-existent, they had a necessary and inde- 
pendent being, immortal of course, and are somewhere 
in existence, now. Where are they? They are not 
transported to any other world, — ^for such a change of 
worlds would require a miracle ; — and in miracles the 
skeptic has no belief. They must be somewhere on 
the earthy an eternity old ! and we should be pleased ^ 
see them. They are of course flesh and blood, objects 
of sight; and we crave an introduction to that first 
man and woman, who were without beginning, self- 
existent, and independent.! 

No ; they will not finally admit that there was a first 
pair, or any individual, without beginning. It is thq 
species, the succession of individuals, and not a single 
individual, that was without beginning. But this 
hypothesis explodes itself. If there was no individual 
self-existent from eternity, then every individual of the 
human race had a beginning. And if every individual 
of our species had a beginning, then the whole race 
had a beginning. So, also, if the whole race had a 
beginning, there was a first individual, or first pair, 
that began to be. How did they begin ? This ques- 
tion returns upon us. 

We know that the first man must have been pro- 
duced in a manner different from the present descent 
of one generation from another preceding; for the first 
man h?td no preceding generation of men to produce 
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him. To say that the first pair were produced by the 
rich mud of Egypt, is too silly to bespeak the sincerity 
of those who assert it. Honorable minded man ! So 
ambitious of the credit of denying the existence and 
creative agency of God, as to ascribe thine own noble 
being to the original creation of the senseless mud of 
E^pt' ^0) then, take of the Egyptian clay, and in 
filial homage worship it, — for it is thy Creator. 

But if the fermentation of senseless matter, 6t ^ny 
natural operation of the laws of the material world, pro- 
duced the first human being, why does not the same 
cause produce such beings now ? Should a wild man be 
found in the woods, would infidels believe that he had 
grown up out of the ground with the trees and shrubs 1 
or that an accidental concurrence of atoms had formed 
him? They would scout the thought. They do not, 
in fact, believe that there is power in senseless mattet 
to work out such results. 

Let your thoughts dwell for a moment on the idea 
of unconscious matter going at work to create a 
human being. The particles which are requisite for 
the purpose come together, and form a skeleton of 
bones, providing such pieces, all in their due form, as 
are requisite for the head, body and limbs, — and all 
measured and jointed, and perfectly adapted to the 
future motion and convenience of the wonderful crea- 
ture that is about to be. But theise can never be of 
service, unlesis there are ropes and cords provided for 
moving them ; and so another description of particles 
comes out flrom the arcana of nature, and they form 
themselves into tough and elastic cords, adapted in 
size and strength to the stations they are to take, — and 
they string around this skeleton of bones, fastening 
lihemselves here and there; and where bands ^\. ^% 
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joints are needful to keep them in place, new particles ' 
volunteer their service to form bands where they are ^ 
required ; and where loops are wanted, through which < 
for the cords to pass in order to draw the bones in the ^ 
right direction, other particles come up and form such 
loops, taking care that they shall be so adjusted as to 
give the pidleys free and effective action by them. 
But these cords cannot serve their purpose without a 
moving proceito ; and so anotlier troop of particles vol- 
unteer themselves, and form into muscles, which take 
their stations so as to draw the ropes in the required 
directions, and assume such size in the different sta- 
tions, as their labor in such stations may demand. 
And now another provision must be had. When the 
skeleton of bones is strung with cords, and these, prop- 
erly banded and looped, are bedded and hitched in 
muscles, — ^and these, furthermore, are all wrapped and 
secured in a beautiful covering of skin, there must be 
some method of communicating motion to the muscles, 
and impelling th^n to draw the ropes in the desired 
direction. For this purpose a more subtle class of 
particles combine, — all senseless matter, no intelli- 
gence, no power of designing, — they happen to fall 
together in such a manner as to produce a sensorium 
and will, a will to command the motion of the muscles 
in every part of the system, with an authority to be 
obeyed. But to give action even to the will which 
commtands the muscles^ the blood must be provided, 
and circulation ^ven it; and a breathing apparatus 
must be furnished,— and life, which none of these par- 
ticles themselves possess, must be given this organized 
body. For the breathing apparatus can neither give 
life, nor act without it Its action is a means of per* 
petuating life in the system, but it cannot give it. 
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Wli^i Ae life is gone from the body, no inftition of 
Ae hmgs widi dir can restore it. Yet this lifetesa, 
senseless matter, which happened to come together in 
the formation of this wonderful stractute of the first 
man, gave it life; — and in addition to other wonderM 
ecmtrlTances too numerous to mention here, gave to 
this new made creature the wonderful faculty of Intel- 
Irenes and reason! 

Think, kind reader, of all this being done solely by 
dead unconscious matter, with no intelligence to plan, 
to design and superintend it. Who believes it? Who 
is so weakly credulous, or so madly infatuated? 

And when this^ noUe being is formed, he is alone; 
and though he has social faculties and watits^ he must 
r^nain alone while he lives ; and when he dies, leave 
file world unpeoi^ed again, unlesa the same sort of 
senseless matter goes on creating others like him,— <Nr 
rise happens to combine together in the establishm^H 
of some other cause for Ihe multiplication and perpe-^ 
tuity of his species. And so we must believe, if we 
will get along without a Creator, that about the same 
time this first man was forming without a former, out 
of unconscious matter, another set of particles was 
happening, all without any intelligence in the universe 
to design it, to be getting together in the formation of 
another intelligent being, constituted female, to be a 
companicm and help-meet for the man: And having 
thus provided, in the constitution of ttiis first pair, for 
the peopling of the whole earth, here this mindless 
matter leaves its work, and never happens to produce 
such beings in this primitive manner again ! 

Surely no person can be stupid enou^ to believe, 
upon reflection, inu position so absurd and ridiculous. 
And hard must be the labor ^ that infatuat/^ m\tk&^ 


urbiicb haisf m strange a desire to orpli^i^sse 4h^ m^ 
ye^, pis to pu^^sely hide away fironqi 1;he li^t pi 
tpUhy which is shuuQg before and behind bim^ aboy^ 
and below, and on his right hand and left, in evexf 
object he looks npcmi a^ i^ every suhjjspt pn whic^ hif 
bpld4( converse. 

But we w^ return to the immovable position of the 
Bible, where the mind finds rest and i^atisfsiction^ 
7h^e xnust be 3<»nething self-existent^ 94d without 
beginning. And it is as easy to cpnceive of ^elf-exisr 
tmit mind, as of self-existent matter. Indeed, tha^ 
alone of which you can cc»iceive as ^begi^nin^ i9 
tha^ which, like space itself, is all^pe^a^ing .and un- 
phpngipg, and whose existei^ce is not «G^pa;8ed t^ 
la^^mim^ f^x% ^V successive cevolutioos. And when 
we have rec^ved the &ct of one self-existent GOD, ^an 
^fibegiiuaing aU-^p^vading MIND, there appei^brs no 
longer my thi^g «trai^e in all the wonderfal and glo? 
rioHS works which are constantly going on ia the ui^ 
^erse ar^ui^d us* Without this faith, every day, honr 
/ind mH^ute presents us with a successicm of unae^ 
countable and distracting woodermien^. But in th^ 
IpiUh of Qod the Creator, aM are aocounted £E>r in the 
wi&^omi and pow^r of Jehovah. The existence of oiir 
glorious world, with the adaptedness, order, and utiJ^ 
jyty Qf its p<^rts; wd c^ the various creatures whkfr 
live ^d move pn the earth, with the nic^y planned 
^uctiure of their bodies, their powers and capacities 
mh^ to their states and naturivs, a^d the correspoo^^ 
mg provisions adapted to their wanl^j for all the^ 
things the divine 6|;eatn^ss is an ^dequa^ canse. Yes^ 
yri^n we coQsider ovur own won4erful e;Kistenfie, the 
.thon^mds of e|ci^ contriyances in o^ Svyst^i^, aU 
jQpin](iin^ being necessary ,to make m what w^ M^i 
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ancl vrhen TTe reflect that th^re must ha:T6i been a first 
pair, male and female, brought hito being in a manner 
different from the present natural descent of our spe- 
cies, even by the immediate creation of almighty Int^ 
ligence, we come home wi& satisfaction to the Bible 
affirmation : — ^^80 God created man in his &wn image; 
in the irnage of God created he him; male and femah 
created he them. And God bkesed them^and Gfod send 
unto them, Be fruitful, and muUiph/, cmdrqidenisk the 
earth, and subdue it.*^ ^^He giveth to all Ufe, and breath, 
and aU things ; and hath made of one bhod {tttnaiUms 
of men, for to dwell on aUthe face of the earth.^ 

While the Kble gives us the only rational and 
authentic account of the origin of o^r race, tfee time 
which it assigns for that origin is also confirmed by 
every argument which is deducible from known and 
historical fkcts. We knOw that witfim our own reool* 
lection, there have been important improvements made 
m the arts^ From this we perceive tlwit the human 
mind is natuirally on die stretch for diseovery and 
inventions, and that if our race had bfeen here flrom 
eternity, or for millions of ages, the progress of im- 
provem^its would have gone far in advaaee of the 
present. Indeed, the very wfea of improvements in a 
race of beings, leads us to trace them back to a begin- 
ning. And when we go into authentic history, and see 
what improvements have been added by the present 
generation, and subtract them from the sum total of 
human attainments, we see the civil^ed w(Mrld of the 
preceding age to be so much lower. And thus we gd 
downward as we trace backward. And by every 
authentic sduree of infbrmati^m, we trace the buB^^ 
species downward, back of all improvements, to a 
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State of simple nature, by the time we get to the date 
of creation as given us by the Scriptures. 

I knovr that some have atttempted an argument 
from certain figures which have been found in Egypt 
imd China, purporting to be dates running far back of 
the Bible chronology. But it has been made evident 
by learned researches, that the pretenc^es which the 
Egyptians made to antiquity, so fki back of the time 
recorded in the Scriptures, proceeded in part from their 
calculating by lunar years or months ; and probably in 
part from their reckoning the dynasties of their kings 
in succession, which were cotempor^ry. For Hero- 
dotus mentions twelve Egyptian kings as reigning at 
one time ; which, if reckcmed by an ignorant or a de^ 
signing chronologist as reigning in succession, would 
make a vast difference in dates. They had such differ** 
ent accounts, however, of chronology, that, as it is 
affirmed, seme of them computed about thirteen thou- 
sand years more than others, from the original of their 
dynasties to the time of Alexander the Great* Indeed, 
there are numerous confutations, which I have not 
time to recite, of the Egyptians' fabulous pretensions 
to antiquity. They have nothing authentic reaching 
back so far as the time assigned by Moses for the cre- 
ation of our first progenitors. 

The same rem^irks in general will apply also to the 
pretensions of the Chinese. Indeed, they themselves 
confess, that their antiquities- are in great part fabu,- 
lous; and they acknowledge that their most ancient 
books were in hieroglyphics, which were not ex- 
pounded by any one who lived nearer than one thou- 
saad seven hundred years to the first author of them ; 

* Home's Introductioiii vol. 1, p. 173. 
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and that the numbers in computation are sometimes 
mistaken, or that months are put for years. 

Finally, as I said before, we get back to a point, by 
running back in any channel of authentic information, 
by the time we have gone back six thousand years. 
From beyond that period there has no improvement, 
no trace of an earlier age been handed along to us. 
How wonderfully does this circumstance confirm the 
Bible account of the beginning of our improvable 
race, and of the time of such beginning. 

Suppose a number of boys are taken in early child- 
hood and placed upon an uninhabited island, in such 
circumstances that they can just make a shift to sus- 
tain themselves till they grow up to manhood. They 
have no recollection of any human beings but them- 
selves, and they know nothing of birth or of death. 
When they have obtained a knowledge of the island 
in which they live, including the growth and decay of 
plants and trees, and have acquired the habit of rea- 
soning, they start the question of their origin. One 
suggests that they were in being from eternity; and 
another, that they had a beginning, and that at no very 
distant period. Here they join issue. The former has 
no other argument t6 offer than that they do not know 
their beginning. The latter argues from the following 
facts : — They perceive that they have been advancing 
in stature, in strength, and in knowledge. They have 
marks upon their walls which designate the height of 
their stature as they were a few years ago, — not half 
their present height, — and they remember when they 
were quite small and weak, and could not understand 
nor do what they can at the present time. So they 
trace back the retrograde of their growth and improve- 
ments, to smaUer and smaller things iu teVatioxi \.^ 
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themselves, until their recollection is lost in the ccm- 
fused indistinctness of earliest childhood. From these 
fkcts he argues, and that conclusively, that in some 
way or other, and at a time not far from the termi- 
nation of their recollection in the littleness of their 
stature and experience, they had a beginning. 

YiThat is true of the boys in the case supposed, is true 
of the human race as a species, — ^substituting history, 
and the monuments of art, for the boys' memory. We 
find the human race improvable and improved. We 
trace back the retrograde of their improvements to 
days of smaller and smaller things, until we find our 
race in a rude, unimproved, infantile state, and pro- 
line history is lost in confusion. And all this is within 
the compass of the last six thousand years. This is 
not only decisive argument for the doctrine, which 
nothing but extreme madness and folly can dispute, 
that our race had a beginning ; but it is also strongly 
confirmative of the date to which the Bible assigns 
such beginning. How strangely in love with darkness 
must that mind be, which will discard the Mosaic ac- 
count of the creation of our species, because it assigns 
such creation to so recent a date, when every circum- 
stance which has a bearing on the subject confirms 
this date, — and you cannot, by any authentic channel 
of information, step a foot beyond it. 

But some have thought that even the Bible account 
implies that there were people on the earth before 
Adam and Eve. For when there was only recorded 
the creation of Adam and Eve, and the birth of Cain 
and Abel, we read of Cain's murdering Abel, and then 
of his being afraid lest every one finding him should 
slay binj. " And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest 
any finding him should slay him." " Who was there," 
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it has been triumphantly asked, " for Cain to be afraid 
o^ since Abel, the only other progeny, was dead, and 
he was left alone with his par^its?" In answer, I 
demand to be informed, what is the evidence that Cain 
was then flie only surviving child of his parents? 
This very account of Moses implies that the progeny 
of Adam and Eve had, by that time, become some- 
what numerous. There are but five chapters of Gen- 
esis devoted to the first fifteen hundred years. Ctf 
eosrse nothing more was attempted than to touch upon 
some prominent features of the history, some important 
links in the chain of events, from the creation to the 
flood. The birth of only such persons is recorded, as 
are made the subjects of some remark, or as stand in 
the direct line of genealogy. The language of Moses 
lecogmzes the fact, that much transpired which he did 
not record. His language is, " And in process of thme 
it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the 
ground," &c. ^^ In process of time it eame to pass;" 
which is as much as to say, a considerable term of 
time, and series of events, passed in their course, 
which I do not record. Adam was one hundred and 
thirty years old when Seth was born; which was soon 
after the death of Abel. Accordingly there had been 
nearly one hundred and thirty years, more than half 
the age of the oldest North American civilized settle- 
ment, for the posterity of Adam to multiply, and spread 
out upon the face of the e^rth, when Cain, in guilty 
despair, was afraid of summary vengeance from lus 
neighbors. 

It has also been asdked, ^^ If th^re were no people on 
the earth but Adam and Eve, with their posterity, how 
did Cain get him a wife in the land of Nod?" The 
record does not say that he did. People hu^re i«^ 
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oardie^dy. It speaks of Caiii'^ diepfu:tuig,i»i|dgc^i4^tp 
the land of Nod, and of an ev^it there in releUion to his 
vife^ in a manner implying that his wife constituted jpi 
member of his fieunily before. The word No4 signifies 
vagabond; a name, of course, which the country did 
not bear before, but which was given it on account of 
this vagabond settling in it It was probably an un- 
settled tract, where, with his own family, he sought 
seclusion. 

Some have thought that the differmt istaturos and 
complexions of men in different parts of the world, 
argue against their common origin, as of one blood, 
proceeding from one progenitor. But I am sure that 
tills objection will not hold. The difference of features 
and complexion can be rationally accounted for, by 
the influence of climate and circumstances^ affecting 
the complexion and the phrenological devdopments* 
Or, if some of the most strongly marked dUQerences 
should be thought to require a special interposition of 
the divine agency, to make certain means effect the 
change, it is more philosophical to suppose that such 
divine agency was in such manner interposed, than 
that as many first pairs were created out of the earth. 
Reason concurs with the Scriptures, in tracing back 
tiiB descent of human kind all to one original stock — 
so that, notwithstanding there are different complex- 
ions, we shall view all men as members of one family, 
all blood relations, bound to regard each other with 
fraternal affection. 

REFLECTIONS. 

Finally^ after all the war of words, the Bible stands 
on an immoirftble basis of truth. Composed q{ writiiigs 
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wiuebi rua throM^ move thaa 4000 y^ari, intewoTea 
freely and unreservedly with names of persons and 
places^ and with dates, and historiesi, it has borne the 
sthcte^ scnrutijiy — the rigid scrutiny of foes as well as 
friends — and it stands mirefuied— nay^ confirmed. 
It waxes stiQQg^r and wears brighter by use. If there 
has been any seeming advantage gained <^ it, it has 
been by misrepresentation. It con^s iip from the 
wa,rs of ages, waving its banners o£ triumph, and 
shining in divine beauty, and glory. It contains a 
ehain of propfa^cies, whooe consistency and fulfilment 
atta^ UmAi divinity^ and it mcukates a system of 
fidth and morals, whose inl^mal hannony and excel- 
I^ice, and whose wonderful ad^edaoss to the comfort 
and the mofzl perfectness of man, prove it to be the 
workmanship, the provision, of the same God who 
has constituted the hitman mind to need it. 

I was filled with admiration for the value of the 
Scriptures, when, some time since^ I stepped into our 
Supreme Court to listen a few momi»its to a plea of one 
of the leading ^lendesof the Bibte, whovras on trial for 
profanity and obscenity. In censuring the bad spirit 
which he thought was manifested by the prosecuting 
officer oi government, he took occasion to contrast 
it with the spirit and precepts of said officer's professed 
Master. So he is constrained to resort to Jesus Christ, 
or to his religion, as the standard of moral perfectness. 
How strangely is that man set at work, to be employ- 
ing misrepresentation, and every art, to ridicule, and, if 
possible, overthrow, that system of religion unto which 
he is forced to go, when he would refer to a perfect 
standard of moral goodness ! Surely he must be like 
Milton's fallen angels, seeking to get revenge on man- 
kmd^ because of his o;wn disappointment. Hq ^o^d 
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rob US of our highest good, and in return, -giTB ubh- 
nothing. 

We consent not to the exchange. We take to out 
hearts the word of God. Tou that are aged, it is the 
stay and solace of your declining years. You that are 
in the actire prime of manhood, its principles cheer 
and animate you in your labors, insfHre and Mess you 
in your duties, and add a high zest to all your pure 
enjoyments. Tou that are young, the teachings of 
this sacred Book distill the refresdiihg dews of grace 
and virtue into your expanding, blooming minds, and^ 
m>urish there those rkh principles of faith and love, 
which shall yield you the sure harvest of peace and 
joy now and in after years. 

"Here the Redeemer's welcome voice 
Spreads heavoUy peacJe around ; 
And life and everlasting ioys 
Attend the blissfol aoond. 

O may these heavenly pages be ' . 

Oar study and <lMight; 
And stm new beauties may we Bee, 

And still increasing light." 


CHAPTER III. 

THE CHAHACTER OF GOD. 

Ws have said that the beginning of all things is 
€k)d. But the value of Ood to the nniyet#e, the foun* 
dftttou of all human eonfidence^ and the reason of hu- 
man piaii^, is his ckaracier. None, therefoie, will be 
rdluctant to give devout attention to this subject, with 
an earnest, child-like simididty of heart Thm*e are 
certain intellectual and {diysical attributes of God, 
which I shall here set forth, but not dwell upon, 
because >they are imderstood and amceded by all 
theists. 

First ; — God is jxNssess^ o( infinite Knowledge* 
The comprdi^Eisiye knowle<]^ of the Deity is ex- 
pressed in the Scriptures in various ways. The pro- 
ject says, (1 Sam. ii. 3 :) '' For the Lord is a God of 
knowledge, and by him are actions weigihed." Job 
expresses the idea of unlimited knowledge in God, by 
a challenge to all men to give him instruction. (Job 
xxi.22:) ^'^allanyteacfa God knowledge?'' Again, 
(Job xi. 8,) the boundless extent of the Divine knowl- 
edge is represented AuS: /'It is as high as heaven; 
what canst thou do ? Deeper than hell, (sheol, or the 
unknown depths;) what canst thou kiiow?" St. 
Paul said, (Acts XV. 18,) ^'Bkown unto God are all 
bis wcnrks from the beginnkig of the world." 

The unbounded knowledge or omniscience of God, 
10 involved in his omtnpresence. And his OBmiigces- 
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ence is beautifully expressed by the psalmist in the 
following poetic manner. (Psalm cxxxix. 7 — 10 r) 
" Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall 
I flee from thy presence ? If I ascend up into heaven, 
thou art there. If I make my bed in hell, (sheol,) 
behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand 
u|diold me." 

But I need not weary the reader with the tnultipli- 
cation of psoc^, on a point which is not disputed; and 
I will close this section of my work, with the admira- 
ble description of the Divine omniscience furnished by 
Dr. Clarke. '' Omniscience, or the power to know aU 
things^ is an attribute of God, and e^sts in him air 
omnipotence^ or the power to do all things. ^ ^ God 
cannot hscve fore-knowledge^ sUicily speaking, because 
this would suppose that there was something comings 
in what we call ftdurityj which had not yet arrived at 
the presence of the Deity. Neitfier can he have any 
afierrknowledge, strictly speaking, for this would sup* 
pose that s(»ne&ing that had taken place, in what we 
call pretere'ity, or past time, had now got beyond the 
presence of the DeUy* As God exists in all that can be 
called eternity^ so he is equaMy everywhere: nothing 
can be future to him, because he livBs in all futurity : 
nothing can be past to him, because he equally exists 
in all past time: futurity and pretei^ity are relative 
terms to us* but they can have no relation to that 
God who dwells in every point of eternity, — ^with 
whom all that is past, all that is present^ and all that 
IB future to man, exists in one infinite, ii^ivisibie, and 
eternal NOW." (See Clarke on Acts u. 23:> 

Sec<»id; — God is infinitely Wise. " Blessed be tt)8 
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same of ibe Lard fotever^ for visdom and might ave 
hi&" '' O Lord, how manifoid are thy works; in wis- 
dom hast thou made them all." (Ps. dv. 24 Dan. iL 
30.) '^ Oj the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of -God ! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments^ and his ways past finding out ! " (Rom. xi. 33.) 

Wisdoin and knowtoe^, are, perhaps, generally 
locked upon as synonymous terms. But they are 
doubtless more accumte who consider them as dis^ 
^ct. ^' Ki^wiedge ecmsists in having a stock of 
proper ideas and notions of things; wisdom consists 
in reducing thei^ to practice, in conducting any affair 
with ingenuity aad «kill.^' Therefore as God pos- 
sesses infinite Imowledge and wisdom, he knows per- 
fecd3rwdl whatis best to be done, and has abihty or 
skin to contrive sueh a system, to in^itute such ar- 
rang^atvents, and to put things into such orderly and 
hanmonioiis opei^ion, as to secure die desired and 
int«ided ultimatum. 

Third |-^<5od hath almighty Power. To Abraham 
he said, ''I aik tfa^ almighty God." (Gen. xrii. 1.) 
^ God hath spoken once, twice have I heard this, that 
pow^ belongeth to God*" (Ps. Ixii. 11.) ^* Lift up 
your eytes on high, and behold who hath created these 
Auigs, that bringeth out their host by number: he 
calledi them all by immes, by the greatness of his 
might, for that he is strong in power ; not one faileth." 
^ Wha halh measia^d the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and meted out heaven with a span, and com- 
prehended the dust of the earth' in a n^asure, and 
weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a 
balance? Altnations before him are as nothing; and 
they are counted to him as less than nothing, and 
▼anity." (Isar xlv) ^^Andl^e Ao&Sx aceotdm^ Xo^»a 
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will in iheazBiy of heamii, nmd amoog tbe ilihftbHflStft 
of the earth ; and none can istay his hand, or sa^T 
uato him, What doest thou V (Dan. ir.. 36.) ^ I am 
God, and thete is none else; I am God, &dA them is 
none like me ; declaring the end from the begianingrf 
and from ancient times the things that are nol» yet dG»e; 
saying, My qouiui^I shall standi and I will do aU my 
pleasure." (Isa. xItl 9, 10.) "Who w<^id(eA all 
tilings after the counsel of his own wHl." (JBphf. i 11.) 

Thus far we find the charaoter o| God tie te sui^ as 
to in^re us #rith profonndest awe^ Onwmtfien^ aod 
iM-wise; his discernment is |msent in^ aU toie and 
space, and comprehends all past, preset, and futuis 
events. And his wisdom plans all things, £)r "aU 
things axe of God," and arranges tfaem for succesrfal 
operation. And his osmipresent, aU-^perrading, air 
mighty pmoer^ works for him, grasi»i^ an infinite 
variety of means, adapted to the countless aati^ei^ 
relations, forms and manners, of ttie wodKS mid op#ra* 
^na he designs^ In hnmhle 8ulMnis$ion we how to 
the force of his word by the prophet, ^' J ic«ff ti^on^, and 
who shaU hi U 7 " (Isa. xUii. 13.) 

But while we stand in won^r, aosazement, and 
awe profound, in Gontemjdating the vastness of the 
Divine intelligence, and wiadcmi, and power, there is 
yet a feature in the Divine character whkh must be 
especially considered^ as die only foundation of confix* 
dence, love ajid praise. Wisdom and might al<»se. can- 
not render a being an object of trust WithonI moial 
principle, that wisdom may be a fiendish cuiisung, and 
that power the executor of fiendish malevolence. 
Hence the importance of the divine moral oUriiuUio, 
We will proceed then to expatiate,-^ 

Fou^ j-^Qn tha Ri^h4mlisn^^ of Godf T}m isio^ 


CHABACTBB OF G6D. 8f 

mce of iii6 Divine character is ihe most constantly and 
ccHispicuously held forth in the Scriptures, as the chief 
(»rner-stone in Bible theology. And the righteous- 
ness, the mercy and the goodness of the Lord, are 
always urged as the reason or ground of trust, amd 
love and praise. " O that men tirould praise the Lord 
for his goodness, and his wonderful works to the chil- 
dren of men." "O give thanks unto the Lord, for he 
is good; for his mercy enduteth forever." "O praise 
the Lord, all ye nations; praise him, all ye peoplei 
Pot his merciful kindness is great towards us ; and the 
truth of the Lord endureth forever." " How excellent 
is thy loving-^kindness, O God ! therefore do the chil- 
dren of men put their trust under the shadow of thy 
wings." "Ood is love." "God commendeth his 
love towards us, in 'that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us." " We love him, because he first 
loved us."* 

And here let it be remarked, that when the Scriptures 
ascribe goodness, or love, to God, they mean the same ' 
qvLBiitj, or principle, as that which is attributed, by the 
same terms, to man. Some have conceived of such a 
difference between the moral qualities expressed by 
these terms, when applied to God, and when applied to 
man, as to make them even opposite principles. When 
we have objected to a certain purpose which they as- 
cribe to God, on the ^ound that it is shocking to every 
principle of benevolence, and that the execution of it 
would forever mar and even destroy the happiness of 
heaven, they have urged that if we are saints, when we 
become inhabitants of heaven we shall not be pained 
by witnessing distress in others, for we shall then 
get rid of these humtan feelings of tenderness, and shall 

be like Qod! If it were so, the terms rigfitecmsuea^^ 
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goodness and bnw, applied to God, were unmeamng 
words. They express nothing which our moral sense, 
in this world, has any power to conceive of. Then 
Ihey who profess to ^ Upraise God for his goodness,^^ 
are doing homage to, they '* know not what," and are 
as those who worshipped an ^^ unknown God,^^ 

But it is not so. The spirit of cold indifference to a 
brother's or a child's suflferings, is even more ungodly 
and unheavenly, than it is inhuman. The Scriptures 
estimate that loving-kindness, that pure benevolence, 
which feels foj others' sorrows, and labors always for 
their good, as the perfection of the Christian life, and 
a oneness of spirit with God. * ' But love your enemies, 
and do good, * * and ye shall be the children of the 
highest ; for he is kind unto the unthankful and the 
evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful." (Luke vi. 35, 36.) " Be ye followers of 
God as dear children." (Eph. v. 1.) "But I say 
unto you. Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you,^ do good unto them that hate you, and pray for 
them that despitefuUy use you and persecute you; 
*that you may be the children of your Father which is 
in heaven. * * Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect." (Matt. v. 
44 — 48.) " Be ye kind.one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hath forgiven you." (Eph. iv. 32.) "Love is of God; 
and every one that loveth is bom of God, and know- 
eth God. He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for 
God is love." " And he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 
in God and God in him." (1 John iv.) 

Hence it is seen that the more kindly sympathetic^ 
tender-hearted, and benevolent a man is, the more he 
is like God ; and that the love of God to his creature^ 
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is a living, active spirit of affectionate good will, de- 
siring and seeking their highest ultimate good. How 
sublime, then, in this light of divine goodness, is the 
Scripture asseveration, that " The Lord is good to all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his works." 

Some may conclude that I have now said enough to 
make myself understood on this part of my subject. 
But I am far from believing that such is the fact. I 
do not believe that all my readers yet fully under- 
stand ^e nature and magnitude of the last stated sen- 
timent. Nor, as I have intimated before, do all 
Christians virtually agree in ascribing such a char- 
acter to God. In farm they will do this. They will 
say that God i^ a being of infinite benevolence. But 
there are many who only use the expression from 
habit, without intending to convey the meaning which 
it truly bears. They do not mean that God exercises 
a sincere and ever-active interest for the ultimate good 
of all his offspring. They believe that he has intro- 
duced into being millions of rational creatures, to be 
abandoned to the sport of endless and excruciating 
torments. This could never be the work of goodr 
ness. To ascribe such works to God, and yet say that 
he is an infinitely good being, sounds to us no less ab- 
surd than saying, that while there is a quality in the 
climate of the frigid zone to make perpetual ice, it is 
yet an extremely hot and torrid climate. It is to break 
down all distinction between love and hatred, and to 
confound benevolence with cruelty. If there could be 
such a principle as infinite malignity, and it had at its 
command creative power, for what purpose more cruel, 
more perfectly malignant, could it force creatures into 
being, than to make their existence an infinite evil, the 
sport of unbounded torments f 
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But we are told by one class of believers in endless "- 
misery, that they do not ascribe to God so bad a dis- ii 
position, as to say that he has created any for such a 
purpose^ that they should be sufferers of such an evil : 
— ^but they will bring it on themselves. And we have t 
no right, they say, to complain of God for what his i 
creatures do, though they make themselves eternal 
losers, infinite sufferers, by their existence. My 
friends, we do not find fault with God. We adore 
him in all his works, and in all his revealed purposes 
we adore him supremely. But I am endeavoring to 
commimicate to your understandings, and impress 
upon your minds, the doctrine of truth concerning the 
moral character of God. And since the same lan- 
guage which I find it necessary to employ in describ- 
ing the Divine character, is also used by those who 
differ widely from us in opinion on the Divine disposi- 
tion, I find it necessary to notice the opinions of others, 
so far as to expose what we consider their misuse of 
such language. This I must do^ that when / am 
describing the character of God, I may not be misun* 
derstood. 

What do those persons meaa who admit that it 
would cast a foul stain on the Divine character to say 
that God has created men for endless misery, and yet 
contend that he will permit them to plunge themselves 
into the same evil 1 For what purpose, then, did he 
create them? Was it that they might be ultimately 
blessed ? Then so it will be, for God can never be dis- 
appointed. Being of infinite knowledge, in the begin- 
ning of all his works he sees the result. And it is 
impossible, as we have seen, that one .can seriously 
undertake a purpose which he knows will fail. If a 
part of the human family are to be &ially m^rablet 
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God had certain knowledge of it from the beginning. In 
this certain knowledge he brou^t them forth oat of 
nonentity into being ; and in the supposed state of mis- 
ery he holds them up in being forever ! For what ptir- 
pose is this 7 With him who was infinitely happy in 
himself when man was not, and who saw the end from 
the beginning, for what purpose was it that he chose to 
exert his power, and force into existence those crea- 
tures, to be held up in being forever, -Mrfiose existence 
he saw would be to them an endless curse ? You may 
evade this question in conversation, but you cannot 
evade it in your own understandings. 

If such a being as the world has beUeved in by the 
name of Satan, had creative power, and he wished to 
bring into existence a number of creatures to be the 
final prey of evil, could he but know that such would 
be the horrid result, what would he care whether they 
were to be brought into that evil by means of their 
own use of the agency he should give them, influenced 
by cooperative circumstances in the order of things 
Tvhich he should establish, or whether it should be 
brought about by his own agency more directly ex- 
erted 7 

I employ this plainness of speech, because I am on 
a subject which lies near our hearts, which we regard 
as of supreme importance, and which is all lost if it be 
misunderstood. The moral character of Chd, as I 
have said, is the most important subject in theology. 
It is the foundation of all true piety and faith, and the 
standard by which for us to form our own moral prin- 
ciples. And if any represent the purposes, the govern^ 
meni, the works of God, in sUch a Ught as to deny his 
benevolence in fact and in deed, we care not for their 
ascribing goodness to him in name. We cate nol \]io^ 

4* 
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liberal they may pK^eas to^ be, how charming to the 
ear may be the music of the high-sounding epithets 
tbay ascribe to God. These, while they please the ear 
of men, will but blind the mind to the cause of their 
pain and uneasiness of heart, if they are not taught to 
beUeve and trust in God's unfailing and operative 
goodness in all his acts,— in the creation, in the gov- 
^mment, and in the final disposal of his family. How- 
ever a man may ascribe, in epithet, every possible 
perfection to God, if bis mind is entangled and be- 
fogged in such doctrines, that he cannot, in unwaver- 
ing confidence, hang the safety of the universe on the 
arm of almighty Goodness, he has an aching void in 
the breast, which no earthly good, and no human doc- 
trine, can fill and satisfy. No religious teaching 
which is not sa}ted and seasoned with this principle 
of confidence and hope, can answer to the description; 
of that provision of God's house, which abundantly 
stUisfies the human mind. 

On this point Dr. William E. Channing uses lan- 
guage full of just and noble sentiment. On the re- 
mark that all Christians agree in ascribing to the 
Supreme Being infinite justice, goodness, and holiness, 
he replies^ '^ that it is very possible to speak of God mag- 
nificently, and to think of him meanly; to apply to his 
person highrsounding epithets, and to his government, 
principles that make him odious. The heathens called 
Jupiter the greatest and the best; but his history was 
black with oruelty and lust. We csinnot judge of 
men's real views of God, by their general language, 
{or in bH ages they have hoped to. soothe the Deity by 
adulation. We must inquire into their particular 
Tiews of his purposes, of the principles of his adminis* 

alioni and of bis disposition towards bis creatures," 
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But it will be said ^^ tiie Lord is jutH as well aa 
good^ and his justice, too, must be respected." True, 
and this is no other than the same feature of the Divine 
character on which we haTe been treating. What is 
justice? On this subject the mass of mankind ^^ter- 
tain vague and chaotic views. They have made jus* 
tice to be -a sort of separate and adverse divinity, 
opposed to the other moral, attributes (rf the deity, — 
a mere vindictive spirit. It was in this view of the 
subject that the poet Young penned the absurd line 
in his "Night Thoughts," 

" A Grod all mercy is a God onjost." 

Such a sentiment must be a night thougktj truly, 
black as Egyptian darkness. It sets the justice and 
mercy of God at variance, dividing the Divine nature 
]|^^dnst itself, and throwing Aie Divine attributes into 
strife and confusion. It makes the Creator and Gov- 
ernor of the world to be unjust when he is merciful, 
and unmerciful when he is just. The enlightened 
worshipper of God feels his heart to revolt at this 
treatment of the Divine character. 

But the mind is happily freed from this thraldom 
of darkness, by finding th^t, in the Scriftwces, Justice 
is righteousness, and righteousness is justice. The 
two words are rendered, in all cases, from the same 
in the original. Where it is said the Lord is a jtist 
God, the same original word is used, as where we read 
in the translation that he is righteous. And so it is the 
same whether we read of just, or righteous men. Let 
the reader bear in mind th^i, and never forget, that 
justice and righteousness, in St^ripture theology, are 
one. 

And now^ WheU is rightetmsnesai In all 1 Ya:^^ 

1 
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written in this chapter of the moral character of God, 
his goodness, mercy and love, I have been describing 
the constitaents of his righteousness. 3ut as this 
point is infinitely important, being that on which the 
entire body of Christian Divinity rests, and as the 
views entertained of it, by a large portion even of 
Christendom, are so exceedingly false and pernicious, 1 
shall be excused for detaining the reader a few moments 
longer upon it. 

In answer, then, to the inquiry, WhcU is righteotiS" 
ness ? it must be said, in truth, — ^It is not a mere exer- 
cise of power without a motive. Nor is it an exercise 
of power with an evil and unkind motive. It consists 
in a disposition and practice according to the principle 
of right. It is, in short, doing right. . And doing right 
is doing well, and doing well is doing good. Accord- 
ingly righteousness, or justice, can neyer be separate 
from goodness. 

There are such principles as real right and real 
wrong. And the distinction between these principles 
exists in the nature of things. No custom or fashion, 
sanctioned by the conduct of any being, however high 
said mi^ty, can destroy this distinction, so as to con- 
vert right into wrong, or wrong into right. As this 
distinction was never created by any previous custom^ 
or arbitrary rule, no adopted custom or rule can do it 
away. 

Even the supreme Being does, not make things 
morally right by performing them; but he performs 
all things which he does, because they are right. In 
all his doings he recognizes the self-existent distinction 
between right and wrong, and he reproved not his ser- 
vant Abraham for his interrogatory assertion, uttered 
in fiU^d respect, thut he was boiuid, by his own eternal 


eHABACTBB OF OOB. 45 

nature, to do right. Shall not the Judge of aU the 
earth do right 7 (Gen. xviii. 26.) 

But we have said that many, even in Christendom, 
entertain false and harmful views on the subject of 
rigftt as applied to the Deity. They suppose that his 
eonduct is not directed by any principle of right as 
distinguished from wrong, — ^but that, without refer- 
ence to the moral disposition with which he should 
act, anything which his power might perform would 
be right, for the sole reason that he had done it And 
if we venture to say, that such and such principles of 
action would be wrong, even if they could be exer'- 
cised by a supreme being, they will tell us that we 
have become bold blasphemers, and expose ourselves 
to the infinite ke of God's ofSended justice by enter- 
taining the thought 

If men can in this way, by administering the bitter 
dregs of terror, so benumb our moral sense that we 
cannot perceive why anything is right which is done 
by the supreme Being, by any other rule than that of 
his having power to perform it, then we shall not be 
startled at their requiring of us to receive a doctrine 
which ascribes to God the most evil principles of 
action. We may then have doctrines of corrupt moral 
principle forced down into our minds, without pro- 
ducing disgust, as we might have bitter and fetid food 
forced down into our stomachs, if we could be first 
induced to use a kind of drug which would destroy 
our natural taste. 

On this principle concerning right in a supreme being, 
that it consists merely in the power and sovereign 
will to do an action, without regard to moral disposi- 
tion, — suppose there were, as some heathen philoso- 
phers have believed; two self^xistent suptemft Xs^tob^^^ 
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of equal powers, but opposite moral dispositions. How 
would you decide which was right and which was 
wrong? How would you know which to call the 
good^ and which the evil being? Would you say the 
two gods being of opposite moral dispositions, the 
one who was benevolent towards the creatures of the 
universe, seeking their highest good, is the good being, 
— and the other, the cruel god who seeks the real evil 
of the creatures of the universe, is the evil being? 
That the former is rights and the latter wrong ? By 
what rule would you come to such a concluiaon? 
Would you say the moral disposition of the former is 
good^ and that of the latter is bad? That the moral 
disposition of the former is rights and that of the latter 
is wrong? But your rule which we are now consid- 
ering will not help you to any such decision. Accord- 
ing to this rule, you are not to judge concerning right 
in a supreme being by consideration of his moral dis- 
position. Anything is right which he may have the 
power and sovereign will to do. And in the case now 
supposed of two supreme deities, though their moral 
dispositions and actions are opposite, they both alike 
have the power and sovereign will to do whatever 
they perform. Then it power and wiU make rigfu^ 
they are both equally right, equally good, equally 
lovely, though one is the almighty friend^ and the 
other the almighty foe of the universe of creatures ! 
One is as morally right as the other, though one is 
mfimiAY malevolent, and the other infinitely benevolent, 
because both alike do what they have the power and 
will to do ! 

It is upon this principle of making right to consist in 
power, that all tyrants have proceeded, when they 
have been striving for the diadem of glory, through 
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works of dppres^on, destruction and ruin, among 
mankind. Adopting this principle concerning good- 
ness and right, suppose you go to a virtuous republican 
and Christian, and pronounce before him the following 
encomiums on some earthly prince. *' Behold the 
evidences of his high regard to moral right. He has 
wrested from the hands of the people their hard earn- 
ings, and reduced them to poverty. He has taken 
from them their liberties, and made them slaves. And 
for his amusement he brings large numbers before him, 
and in various ways puts them to torture and to death. 
See his mighty deeds of blood and carnage; hear the 
groans of distress from his oppressed people; and in 
view of such stupendous acts of goodness, must you 
not be struck with a sense of his pure love of moral 
right?" Surely the republican and Christian to 
whom you should deliver such harangue, would hear 
you, with disgust, calling cruelty goodness^ and power 
right. 

But the heathen philosophers before referred to, who 
held to two supreme beings of opposite moral dispo- 
sitions, exercised common sense enough to make a 
distinction between right and wrong. They knew 
that nothing but benevolence was goodness, and that 
nothing but goodness was right. Accordingly, their 
deity who was supposed to be full of benevolence, 
seeking the greatest good of all creatures, they called 
the good deity; and his moral disposition Jhey re^ 
garded as the only true standard of moral right. 
They knew also that cruelty, malevolence, a- disre- 
gard to the good of mankind, was bad, was wrong. 
Accordingly, their deity who was supposed to be ma- 
levolent, to seek the real injury of mankind, they 
called the evil deity; and to imitate him lYi^v cotv&y^- 
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ered morally wrong. Thus they made a just distino 
tion between right and wrong. 

Such distmction we must make when we c<msider 
the ways of God, or else we cannot do him honor. 
To say that we would adore a disposition in a su- 
preme being to do infinite injury to mankind, as being 
just as right and praiseworthy as a disposition to do 
them infinite good, is the same as to say that we 
would adore a character directly opposite to God, as 
being just as right and praiseworthy as God himself. 
It would be seen then that we had no supreme respect 
to the Divine Being, since we should profess that we 
would respect an opposite character as much as we 
reispect the character which he sustains. 

We cannot render to God acceptable honor, unless 
we have a settled and enlightened disposition to 
respect only the principle of moral right. If such a 
disposition we possess, we shall respect and adore the 
God and Judge of heaven and earth, in proportion as 
we obtain a knowledge of his ways. For he will in 
all cases do right. He will not require us to regard 
any thing as right which his power might be able to 
perform, or which makers of religious creeds may 
say he will perform. Nor will he require us to regard 
what he does perform as right, merely because he per- 
forms it, without our first understanding that all 
which he does, he does because it is right, — ^because 
it tends to the greatest good of his creatures. 

The interrogation made by Abraham recognizes a 
necessary principle of right as self-existent with God, 
by which he will regulate all his doings. "Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right?" Though 
Abraham uttered this inquiry with reference to a 
particular occasion, yet it is founded on a principle 
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which is of universal applicaticm. In all cases God 
will do right. In the administration of rewards and 
punishments he will do right; and in all the plans 
and operations of his government he will do right 
'^Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy 
throne : mercy and truth shall go before thy face."* 

ft Ps. Izzzix. 14. 


CHAPTER IV. 

GOD AS THE LAWGIVER. ^NATURE AND DESIGN OF THE LAW. 

I. Law is the principle or rule of action, whether 
it relates to mind or matter. '*The invariable ten- 
dency or determination of any species of matter to a 
particular form with definite properties, and the deter- 
mination of a body to certain motions, changes, and 
relations, which uniformly take place in the same cir- 
cumstances, is called a physical law. Laws of animal 
nature are the inherent principles by which the econ- 
omy and functions of animal bodies are performed; 
laws of vegetation, the principles by which plants are 
produced.* Moral law, is that which prescribes the 
duty of man to God, to himself, and to his fellow-crea- 
tures. And this, like the others, has its foundation in 
ther nature and relations of things. The moral law, 
comprising the principles and reasons from which 
proceed the moral duties and obligations of men, is 
inwrought with the constitution of human nature. 
And as the health and perfectness of the plant require 
the regular and harmonious action of all the principles 
which conduce to vegetative life, so the health and per- 
fectness of our moral nature depend upon the harmoni- 
ous action of the will and affections, with the foresaid 
principles of the moral law. 

The written law of God is but a revelation of the 
said constitutional law, as the mathematician's writ>- 
ten rules are a revelation of preexisting mathematical 
truths. This revelation was needful to mankind, to 
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give them sure knowledge of those principles, both of 
duty and happiness, to which their natural ignorance 
blinded them, and from which conflicting passions and 
misconceptions lured them. 

And now it is a fact of immense importance to be 
borne in mind, that the author of all these laws is 
GOD. Of course they are all in harmony with his 
other works, and are the arrangements and produc*^ 
tions of his wisdom and goodness. Take, for instance, 
the physical law, which relates to the forms, order, 
and motions, in the physical universe. This law 
belongs to the physical system as a part of itself. It 
is not thrown in to thwart the general design of God, 
in this department of his creation, but is indispensable 
to the accomplishment of that design. What good 
purpose could have been answered by the creation of 
this earth, if it were not subjected to laws which secure 
its diurnal and annual revolutions, and the coopera- 
tion of its elements for the sustenance of animal and 
vegetable life ? Remarks of the same import may be 
made of the laws of animal ruUure^ and the laws^ of 
vegetation. They are all wisely adapted to the good 
purpose of God, in those respective departments of the 
great system of things. 

And so of the moral law, or the law of God, pecu- 
liarly adapted to man. It is an essential part of the 
divine arrangement in the moral creation. Hence it 
is not a trap or snare, by which the Creator has con- 
trived to catch his children in such entanglement,' as 
he might make an occasion for doing them an infinite 
injury. The Being, whose character stands portrayed, 
and that truly, in the. preceding chapter, could never 
have been the author of such a law,— could never 
have conceived so /malignant a design. He, wVvo YiSi^ 
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made the laws of physical nature, to be so wisely 
adapted to the good designs of the physical system, has 
not failed to do as much for the cbownino work of his 
CREATION. The law of God to man is an arrangement 
for carrying on his beneyolent purpose in this, his 
highest creation. And for this God-honoring aiKi 
trustful sentiment, we are not left alone to reason's 
inductions from the Divine character. The supreme 
Lawgiver has caused to be inserted in the book 
which reveals his law, the following explicit exposi- 
tion of its spirit and design: "And the Lord com- 
manded us to do all these statutes, and to fear the 
Lord our God, for our good always.'"* 

And what other aim could the Creator have in 
giving laws to his children, than their good? Will 
you say that he aimed at the promotion of his own 
glory? His essential glory was infinite before men or 
angels had a being ^ and he was happy in his own 
eternal perfections. And his dedamUive glory — ^what 
is it? It is the display of his glorious perfections to 
the understandings of his creatures. For what object? 
For a mere display of himself, without regard to their 
good? Would you be so blasf^mous as to ascribe to 
the Divine Being a vain pride ? My blood curdles at 
the thought. I am horror-stricken, when I think that 
some men have represented that the declarative glory 
of God is a mere show of strength, a sport as it were 
of power, regardless of the welfare, or injlictivej rather, 
of the final evil of his children! The declarative 
glory of God is the display of his glorious perfections, 
all of which centre in his goodness. This display of 
his glory, of course, which he makes to his creatures^ is, 
through his wise and benevolent, his wonderful and 

b Deut. n. 4. 
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glorioi3s artangements, designed for the promotion o£ 
his creatures' happiness. Since, therefore, the glory 
of God is the good of his children;' to say that he 
aimed, in giving laws to his children, at the prcmiotion 
of his own glory, is the same as to say, that he aimed 
at their good. 

It should ccmsequently be the chief concern of the 
moral teacher, to influence the people's minds in their 
choice of conduct, by enlightening them into a dis- 
covery of the eternal connexion between duty and 
happiness. This will be coming home to the very 
principles of their nature, and the omnipotent springs 
of action. They want happiness, — ^they love their own 
good ; — and let them be brought out of the deceived 
belief that their good may be found in doing wrong, 
to know the reason and ground of their duties, and 
that they are all commanded of God, for their good 
always, and then their free choice of obedience will be 
secured. With them self-love and social love will 
then become the same. They will see- the law of God, 
and their own individual happiness, and the happiness 
of the community in which they live, to be connected 
links in one golden chain, which is fctstened to the 
thr<Hie of the Eternal. 

II. To illustrate the sentiment above established, 
and evince more practically the goodness of God, in 
the institution of law for man, we wiU look at some 
of its particular requirements in their applicaticm to 
human life. Take the Decalogue, for instance, as a 
summary of duty to God and fellow-man. 

I. The first division of the Decalogue relates to 
our duty to God, involving, of course, our duty to our- 
sdres. It prohibits all idolatry, and enjoins tb^ sdn^e 

6* 
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worshipof the oneonly Ihring and tme God.* Illis is& 
kind provision for human improvement and happineas. 
It includes not the requisite fomv alone, but also the 
spirii of devotion to God. It involves supreme lov^ 
approbation and respect of the Divine character, — 
thankfulness for the Divine favors, — and a looking to 
God for direction, and for all needed good. In short, 
this part of the Decalogue is, by our Saviour, summed 
up in this, " Thou shall love the Lord thy God, with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind."* 

It is obvious to sober reflection, that the doing of 
this great and primary requisition of the law, must be 
productive of the most sublime enjoyment, the most 
high and exalted happiness. To put our minds to that 
study of evidence, by which we attain to that knowl- 
edge of God, that acquaintance with his adorable per- 
fections, whereby we come into possession of supreme 
love to him, this is coming into the privilege of trust- 
ing God, and feeling safe in his care. For we can 
never fear harm from one we supremely love. If we 
love God with all the heart, we must view him in his 
m(»ral character to be supremely trustworthy. Hence, 
the apostle's saying, " Perfect love casteth out fear,'* 
because fear hath torment To enjoy communion with 
the all-pervading presence of the Deity, to worship 
him in spirit and in trutib, to hope m bis almighty 
goodness, and to rest confidingly in bis kind paternal 
care, this is the ebiei good of man. Nothing else can 
equal it. 

Now while the worship of tlie true God, in the 
adoraUe character in which he is psesented in the 
Sc^plmpes, as sdso eaiiibited in d^ preceding chftpt«r 

^Ex, XX, 1^7. ^ "SiLaU. nil. 8T. 
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of thi3 work, tends to such devation of mind^ and 
sach ccmfidence and peace, it also tends to purify the 
mmd, — ^to assimilate it to the mcnral image of the hcdy 
object of worship. On the other hand, the worship of 
iAoiSj or false gods, who are always made to partake 
of the corruptness of their debased inventors, both tends 
to a restless, perturbed state of the mmd, and a down- 
ward course of human character. 

Hius far, then, in the law of Grod, we find the 
kindest regard for the welfare of man. 

The prohibition oiprofanUy is included in that part 
of the law which we have noticed^ above; as the pro- 
&ne and obscene use of the name of God is an act of 
irreverence, and has a tendency to the growth and 
spread of irreverence towards God. Hence its practice 
and influ^ice robs man of the supreme good above 
described, and violates &e law of love and devotion 
to the Father. 

TRie appointment of the Sabbath^ or one day in 
seven for rest from ordinary labor and care, may also 
be included under the head of duties to God ; though, 
like all duties to God, it involves our duties to our- 
selves and mankind. It is a wise and good provision 
for man, who is ever eager to pudi his worldly inter- 
ests forward, that there should be a suitable time of 
respite, for bodily rest and mental cultivation, fixed 
for him by authority. And this arrangement is an 
indispensable means for promoting obedience to all the 
other commandments of the law. 

2. The second divisicm of the law relates direetly 
to our conduct towards our fellow-m«i.* It requires 
diildren to hcmor their parents; whidi involves the 
daty of love and respect while nndet their eare^ and 

• Ex, XX. 12—17. 


of nourishing and sustaining their deqlining years. It 
prohibits m^irder, and adultery j and thefi, ^nd false 
witness^ and all covekmsness, that bane of social 
friendship and peace. All this, too, the great Teacher 
sums up in one word, lave. *' Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself."^ And this commandment he 
.esteems as like unto the first, that of love to God. 
For he who loves the Lord, who is "good unto aU," 
loves the spirit of universal goodness, and loves of 
course the other objects of the Father's lovje, his other 
children. So then, "he that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God, — ^for God is love.'' "And this com- 
mandment have we from him, that he who loveth 
God, love his brother also."* 

Is not this commandment good for no^n ? Picture to 
yourselves a neighborhood where all are walking in 
obedience to it. Is a neighbor distressed 7 Does trou- 
ble press upon his family? They all sympathize. 
The hand of kind affection is stretched out, the balm 
of conscdation is applied, and the distressed are restored 
to joy and gladness. Is one of them prosperous 7 Does 
he receive a blessing which adds to the happiness of 
himself and his beloved- family? They all rejoice. 
Being in the spirit of fraternal love, they think not to 
derive happiness from each other's miseries, but the 
happiness of each adds to that of all, and the happi- 
n^s of all to that of each. 

What a heavenly scene is this ! Husbands and 
wives, parents and children, brothers aud sisters, kin- 
dreds and neighborSj all bound by the strong ties of 
sincere affisction) walking on, and aiding each other 
on, in the path of perfeotion and felicity. 

Finally, you may descend to particulars, in respect 

^Hatt. XJdl 39. 1 1 Jolm W. 7, 8^ 21. 
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to all the duties involved in the principles of the divine 
law, and you i¥ill find them all to be necessarily con* 
uected with our best good, our highest happiness in 
life. Consider the duty of loVe and obedience to Grod ; 
our duty to ourselves, to cultivate the mind, to un- 
prove ourselves in all the moral graces, and to use the 
good gifts of Providence in conformity with the nile 
of temperance in all things ; and our duties to man- 
kind, to exercise good-will to all, to be kind and for- 
giving, just and true, sympathetic and helpful, to strive 
for the general good. He who, in all these things, 
obeys the Creator's law, rests in cheerful hope in God. 
His time is occupied in some useful employment, in 
the business of doing good. He walks among man- 
kind with the fearless majesty of moral integrity and 
truth ; and his mind, the mirror of heaven, is the clear, 
the calm, and the pure receptacle of happiness serene, 
rational, abiding. His heart responds, amen, to the 
inspired description of wisdom's service ; — " Her 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace. She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon 
her, and happy is every one that retaineth her.".** 

O how miserably dark is the mind of that man who 
lives in violation of the Father's laws; — or of him 
who, though a professor of religion, declares that if it 
were not for his fear of foreign and extraneous punish- 
ments of infinite magnitude,, he would seek his greater 
good in a life of sin ! The serpent hath deceived him. 
Let him pull the scales from his eyes, just to take one 
sober look at the condition he aspires to. An apostate 
from the worship of God, an alien from com/m/anixn% 
with the Father of mercies, neglecting the means of self" 
improvement, practising intemperance and sdf-deJUe' 

^Pror. iii. 17, 18. 
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ment, living in envy and malice, hateful, false, and 
treacherous to mankind. Are these the constituents 
of the wished-for good? They are deep, throbbing, 
putrid sores to human hfe. And if the poor, tempted 
soul had but open eyes to see, he would start back 
with horror from the moral chamel house of sin, to 
which his deluded steps are hastening. Ilien, too, 
on tasting the bliss which pure obedience yields, 
would his spirit glow with rapture in the chant of the 
royal poet's song, descriptive of the moral law : 

" The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul j* 
The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple ; 
The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart ; 
The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes ; 
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever ; 
The judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold ; 
Sweeter also than honey, and the honey-comb. 
Moreovet by them is thy servant warned j 
And in keeping of them there is great rewaard.'^ 

This truth then is established; — that the law of 
God to man, is the law of a Father, instituted in wis- 
dom and love, for the children's good. From this 
doctrine who dissents ? None. Then none will refuse 
to accompany me into the subject of the succeeding 
chapter. 

«ft. adx. r— 11. 


CHAPTER V. 

PENALTIES OF THE LAW. 


SECTION I. 

Nature and Design of the Penalties. 

We have considered the law of God to man, in its 
wise adaptedness and benevolent design.. And we 
have seen and admired the reward of obedience, which 
consists in all those physical and moral advantages 
and blessings, in all that healthfulness and happiness 
and glory, for the production of which the law was 
given. And in all this we have seen renewed and 
multiplied manifestations of the wisdom and goodness 
of God, and his kind regard for his children. In this 
subject, indeed, w« find those provisions and arrange- 
ments which involve the hi^est blessings which be- 
long to the inheritance of man. For without the 
moral nature, which renders him a proper subject of 
law, and an accountable being, subject to conscious 
approbation or guilt according to his conduct in rela- 
tion to the law, he could not have been capable of 
those high and sublime enjoyments, which are de- 
signed for man as the child of God. 

But the law has its penalties for transgressors. In 
connexion with the very first instruction given to man 
in relation to his course of duty, he was admonished 
of evil as the fruit of disobedience. And now it is the 
purpose of this chapter to bring out into b, clear light 
the nature and design of those penal sufferings. 

And here it is safe to presume, in the oulsfeX, \5aaX 
the penalties of the Jaw are not designed lo vSnTW^TX 
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God's purpose in the law itself. Let the reader dis- 
pense with all haste now, and think with slow, candid 
deliberation. For here we enter ufon a subject which 
is at the foundation of all religious controversy in 
Christendom. 

It has been asserted that the penalty of the law is 
endless punishment, to be inflicted in a future immor- 
tal state of being ; and that any act of disobedience 
subjects man, by the rule of law, to an eternity of 
woe. This makes the penal part of the law to be at 
war with the spirit and design of the law itself. God 
has created man an intelligent and moral being, and 
given him a law adapted to his moral constitution, and 
kindly designed, as we have seen, for the production 
of happiness. He has also, for a wise purpose, placed 
Ae moral nature of man in connexion with a physical 
nature oi such appetites and passions as subject Ima 
to various temptations and trials. And now, the doc- 
triiie which we have just named, represents, that God 
has annexed to his wise and good law a penalty, 
which, if executed according to its true intait and 
meaning, would, upcm ahy act of transgression, cut 
man at once and forever off from all subsequent privi- 
lege of living in the very law of his moral nature, and 
make his endless existence an endless evil ! The mo- 
ment you come in contact with this item of theological 
belief, you feel a chill as from the touoh of death, and 
are conscious of having passed out of the path of that 
true " Divinity," in which we have been walking, into 
the inv^^tion of a depraved human mind. That doe- 
trine which makes the penalty of God's law to coun- 
teract the very design of the law itself, and to be the 
instrument of infinite ruin to his children, can have no 
foundation in the works and ways of the living and 
^rae God, whose wisdom and love aie so Nf otifiL'et&Mc^ 
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erinced in the plans and arrangements of his crea* 
tion. 

Who of our readers, without shutting his eyes, and 
doing violence to his own moral sense, can dissent from 
this proposition, — ^to wit ; that as the penalties are the 
work of the same Lawgiver, and compose a part of 
the legal system, which we have seen to be so -^se 
and good, they are designed to promote the good pur- 
pose of the law? They are intended to be preventive 
and curative in their operation, conducing to obedience. 
Of course, punishment is not designed to be endless, 
because it is not an ultimate end of the Divine admin- 
istration, but a means, looking always to an end in 
correction. 

This wise penal arrangement of the moral law bears 
a striking analogy with a corresponding feature in the 
law of physical nature. There is an infraction of the 
law of physical health, by improper diet, or by a 
wound upon t|ie body. This infraction is followed by 
physical pain. The knowledge of the connexion be- 
tween such infraction and the ccmsequent pain, tends 
to put men on their guard against the former ; and the 
suffering of the pain upon the occurrence of the infrac- 
tion, stimulates to the application of remedies. So far 
then the government of God is in harmony with itself, 
and with all the harmonious Divine perfections. And 
so we shall find h beautiful harmony running through 
all parts and principles of the entire body of " CHRIS- 
TIAN DIVINITY.^^ 

By an appeal to the Scriptures, we shall find the 

sentiment established by authority, to which the spirit 

of the law itself has driven us, touching the character 

of its penalties. For a sample of the Scripture ex- 

^positions of the design of punishment, see "Le^. xx:^% 
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14, and onward. "But if ye will not hearken unto 
me, and will not do all these commandments ; and if 

ye despise my statutes, 1 also will do this unto 

you ; I will even appoint over you terror, consumption, 
and the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, 
and cause sorrow of heart : and ye shall sow your 
seed in vain, for your enenues shall eat it." 

" And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, 
then I will punish you yet seven times more for your 
sins. I will break the pride of your power ; and I will 
make your heaven as iron, and your earth as brass. 
And your strength shall be spent in vain; for your 
land shall not yield her increase, neither shall the trees 
of the field yield their fruits." * * * 

^^ And if ye %oiU not be reformed by me by these 
things, but will walk contrary unto me, then I will also 
walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven 
times for your sins," &c. 

Here the sentiment is declared, and repeated over 
and over, that the sole object in view by all these in- 
flictions of punishment was the a^nendment of the 
people. Punishment after punishment was to be 
added, in case they would not be humbled and re- 
formed ; and even when the last degree of punishment 
should be inflicted, and they should be broken up as a 
nation, and scattered abroad and trodden under foot 
of all nations, and they should pine away in their 
iniquities in their enemies' lands, it is added, (v. 40,) 
" If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity 
of their fathers ; — if then their uncircumcised hearts be 
bumbled, and they then accept the pimishment of 
their iniquity; then will I remember my covenant 

with Jacob, I will, not cast them away to destroy 

them utterly, for I am the Lord their God." 
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In a case where the people had become blind and 
stupid in their sins and sufferings, and were tending 
to a state, of desperation, the Lord said by his prophet, 
(Isa. i. 5,) "Why should ye be stricken any more 7 
Ye will revolt more and more; the whole head is sick 
and the whole heart is faint.'' Here we have the sen- 
timent, as belonging to the principle of the Divine 
administration, that it is not meet that punishment 
should be inflicted beyond the point of *its tendency to 
good. And in the succeeding part of the chapter last 
referred to, a different moral process is graciously prom- 
ised, by which to affect the people's hearts with a sense 
of the Divine goodness, and of their own ingratitude 
and folly, and to turn them from their evil ways. 

The cases which we have now quoted refer rather 
to Israel in their national capacity ; but they elucidate 
the principle on which punishment is administered 
in all cases, upon nations and individuals. Though 
God made a special revelation of the law of duty and 
happiness to Israel, as he did not at the same time to 
other nations, yet he favored them all with such ca- 
pacities and means of knowledge as to their primary 
duties, that they were not without law. As the 
apostle says, "they are a law unto themselves, — 
which shew the work of the law written in their 
hearts.'" And the same Father is their Maker, Law- 
giver and Judge. Though he is, with reference to a 
special covenant niade for a wise purpose with Israel, 
often called the God of Israel^ yet the Scriptures do 
not represent him as a titular deity. He is expressly 
declared to be the God of the whole earth '^ the God 
of the spirits of all flesh ]'' the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth, and all things in them;** the Judge 

• Roan. ii. 14, 15. ^1s9l. liv. 5. 

e Nam. xvi. 22. d Gen. i. Acts xvii. ^^. 
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amon^ the nations.* And with regard to the primitive 
dispensations of his law over all men^ they are of the 
same benevolent character as those described as hav- 
ing primary reference to Israel. The royal psalmist^ 
in view of Jehovah's administration of law in general, 
was inspired to sing, ^^Also unto thee, O Lord, be- 
longeth mercy, for thou renderest unto every man 
according to his work." ^ So clearly did the psalmist 
view the penalties of the law to be merciful in their 
spirit aAd design. If he had been contemplating the 
execution of such relentless vengeance as should make 
countless millions of God's childrai curse* him, and 
curse their own existence, howling eternity away in 
unavailing wishes to sink back into the quiet of non- 
existence — surely the vision would not have suggested 
the motions of infinite mercy. In vain do we look 
for such pictures in the word of God. 

In relation to the design of punishment, the Scrip- 
tures employ even more expressive and affecting de- 
scriptions than those already adduced. Wisdom says, 
in her instructions to the erring children of men, 
"My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; 
neither be weary of his correction: for whom the 
Lord loveth he correcteth, even as a father the son in 
whom he delighteth."* And St. Paul says to the He- 
brews, (xii. 5, 6,) " And ye have forgotten the exhor- 
tation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My 
son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, nor faint 
when thou art rebuked of him : for whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth." In the light of this principle, the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, bewailing the most direful calamities 
of his apostate and cast-off people, submissively ex- 

•P8.jcn, 'Ps. ladi. 12. < Prov. iii. n, 12. 
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claims, "Wherefore doth a liring man complain, a 
man for the punishment of his sins? Let us search 
and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord."" 
[iSurely the assertion, which is often heard from cer* 
tain quarters, that this life is not a state of retrHmtion, 
is as false as the BAle is true.] Here also, as through- 
out the Bible, the truth shines out in cloudless noon- 
light, that while the law subjects transgressors to 
adequate punishment, it administers its penalties upon 
such a principle, that no man on earth has occasion 
to complain of it. For it is designed to humble and 
correct the sufferers. 

With regard to the nature or consistence of pun- 
ishment, it is represented in the Scriptures as consist- 
ing of those evils, in kind and degree, which legiti- 
mately appertain to the kind and degree of sins. It 
involves the deprivation of those blessings which 
are abused, and the suffering of those positive evils 
which are connected with the positive wrongs. If a 
person neglects the cultivation of his mind, his life is 
barren of the amiable graces and rich enjoyments of 
good mental culture. If he abuses the social and do- 
mestic relations, those relations become so many sores 
and annoyances to him, as they should be sources of 
pleasure. If he violates any of the laws of his nature, 
those laws, respectively, will take their appropriate 
vengeance upon him. And these appropriate evils are 
urged upon human consideration, by the inspired 
teachers, as the proper and every-day motives, so far 
as the fear of evil is designed to furnish motives, for 
restraint, self-government, and virtuous living. 

The wise man, for instance, in di^uading men from 
the violation of the law of temperance, expostulates 

kLam, Hi, 39,40* 
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thus: "Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hatk 
attentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds 
without cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that 
tarry long at the wine ; they that go to seek mixed 
wine. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, 
wh^i it giveth his color in the cup^ when it inoveth 
itself aright. At last it biteth like a serpent and sting- 
eth like an adder*"' And in relation to the trans- 
gression of the law of personal chastity, beside^ those 
burning plagues which must constantly consume the 
heart, he gives a startling picture of the dreadful phys- 
ical result if seasonable repentance is not induced — 
" And thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy 
body are consumed." ^ 

This legitimate mode of punishment, as a general 
rule, is very comprehensively expressed by the inspired 
penman, thus: '^ Thine own wickedness shall correct 
thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove thee." ^ "His 
own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he 
shall be holden with the cords of his sins."* "The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear 
the iniquity of the father ; neither shall the father bear 
the iniquity of the son ; the righteousness of the righ- 
teous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the 
wicked shall bo upcHi him. But if the wicked will 
turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and 
keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and 
ri^t, he shall surely live, he shall not die. * ^^ In 
his righteousaess that he hath done he shall live. But 
when the righteous turneth away from his righteous- 
ness and committeth iniquity, "^ "^ in his trespass that 

i Prov. xrfii. 29— 82. JPrcr^. ▼. 11. 
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he hftth trespassed, and in his sm that he hath sinned^ 
in them shall he die." - 

How clearly is the sentiment h^e expressed, that if 
men transgress the law, its penalty is nnavoidable, 
lOid is comprised In the evils in which the transgres- 
sions inyolve them. The death here spoken of as the 
wages of sin, is not an extraneous punishment to be 
inflicted in another world in revenge for sins in this. 
It is a deprivation of good, suffered m sin.^ '^ In his 
an that he hath sinned, he shall die." Yes, and such 
is this death, that he who has been wicked a part of 
his Ufe shall have suffered it in his sm^ — ^aad b^ng 
reformed, shall be free from it; — fo? '^ in hi» righteous- 
ness that he doeth he shall /ive." 

The New Testament writers explain this penal 
death in sin, with much precision. '< What fruit had 
ye in those things whereof ye are now ai^amed'} for 
the end (i. e. the fruit which they had received) of 
these things is death.'"" '' For to be carnally minded 
is death. * * If ye live after tfie flesh ye shall 
die." " " Among whom also we all had our conversa^ 
tion in times past, in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by 
nature the childrei>of wrath, even as others." ^ ** You 
hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
in .sins*"** "We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren^ He 
that loveth nd bis brother abideth in death."' And 
this is the description of the p^tialty revealed to our 
first progenitors. '' In the day thou eatest thereof, (or 
sinnest,) thou shalt surely die." * 

Jesus Christ, the religious teacher's model of moral 

n Ezek. xviii. 20—22. » Rom. Yi. 21. « Rom. viii. 6, 13. 
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faithfolneiss, was likewise in the fiimiliar habit of 
warning mankind against the meuiner of sins which 
he saw them inclined to, by consideration of those 
penalties in particular, to which their darling sins ex- 
posed them. When ho healed the impotent man, who 
it seems had brought disease upon himself by his own 
misdeeds, he kindly said unto him, '^ Sin no more, lest 
a worse thing come unto thee."^ The idea is, that if 
he should return to his evil practices, his troubles too 
wouH return upon him, even with increased severity. 
But when he addressed the self-righteous SjDribes and 
Pharisees, whose leading sins were irreverence, self- 
ishness, pride, turbulence and oppression, he grasped 
and laid before them the sufferings which he saw im- 
pending over their manner of moral corruptness. At 
one time some of them came and told him of the Gali- 
leans whose blood Pilate mingled with their sacrifices. 
And Jesus answering said imto them, ^'Suppose ye 
that these, Galileans were sinners above all the Gali- 
leans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, 
nay : but except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish. 
Or those eighteen upon whom the tower of Siloam fell, 
and slew them^ think ye that they were sinners above 
all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?, I tell you, nay: 
but except ye repent ye shajl all likewise perish." " 

Now it is the practice of some religious teachers to 
take this particular language of Jesus, whick he ap- 
plied to a particular people on a special occasion, with 
reference to a peculiar exposure of theirs, and apply 
it indiscriminately to ' all. '^ Ye shall all likewise 
perish." Perish how? and like whomi Like those 
upon whom the tower of Siloam fell, and whose blood 
Pilate mingled with their sacrifices. How miserably 

t John Tj. 14. « Luke xii. 1—5. 
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qualified then to "rightly divide the word of truth,'* 
are those who stand up and harangue the virtuous 
and pure, whom the preacher would hardly accuse 
of a fault, except, perhaps, in respect to their form of 
faith, and m^iac^ them with the saying, " Ebccept ye 
repent ye shall all likewise perish." What reason 
would they give for threatening their friends, for some 
ordinary errors, with destruction like that inflicted 
upon the Galileans, when Pilate slew them around the 
altar upon which they were laying their offerings? 
None, surely, but that they knew not whereof they 
affirmed. But with regard to the people to whom 
Jesus applied this warning, thousands and thousands 
of them did perish by the fall of towers and walls, and 
by fire and sword, when they had come up to the great 
religious sacrifice in Jerusalem. And they perished in 
their national capacity under these calamities. Ac- 
cordingly they did perish likewise as did those upon 
whom the tower of Siloam fell, and whose blood 
Pilate mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus, 
knowing their teal exposure, gave them just and ap- 
propriate warning in the words we have quoted. 
What a beauty and force there would be in the moral 
teachings and warnings of the pulpit, if the teachers 
would all learn wisdom from the Scriptures. 

For another instructive specimen of the inspired 
teachings of legal penalties, I will refer the reader to 
St PauL In urging upon his brethren the most im- 
pressive warnings against the vices to which they 
were most likely to be tempted, he arrays before them 
a catalogue of striking examples. " But with many 
of them (the ancient Hebrews) God was not well 
pleased; for they were overthrown in the wilder- 
ness. Now these things were our exaiD:{il^s, to \)c\& 
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intuit we should not lust after evil things as they 
also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of. 
them. * * Neither let us commit fornication, as some 
of them committed, and fell in one day three and 
twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as 
some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of ser- 
pents. Neither murmur ye, as some of them also mur- 
mured, and were destroyed of the destroyer," — d. e. the 
plague. "Now all these tilings happened unto them 
for ensamples : and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world {aimum, ages) are 
come " ' 

When we witness these earnest and appropriate 
Scripture teachings, in relation to the real evils of sin, 
the legitimate penalties of God's law, we deplore the 
defection of the middle and modern ages. We see a host 
of teachers, grave and gay, who have lost sight of all 
these sober realities, and are diverting the minds of 
the people with oflf-hand declamation of fabulous teri- 
rors. '*To the law and to the testimony; if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because there is 
no light in them."* 

Some of the punishments enumerated in cases which 
we have 'noticed, were inflicted more immediately by 
the hand of God than punishments usually are ; but 
these were cases where the people had sinned against 
Divine requirements more specially revealed to Uiem, — 
and they were designed also to demonstrate that judg- 
ment is of the Lord, and we are amenable to him; 
that " though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not 
be unpimished." 

The reader has now been led into a view of the 
Scripture teachings on the subject sufficiently exten- 

^iCor,x.6 — II. '^ Isa. viii. 20. 
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sive to settle the question as to the nature and design 
of punishment denounced by the law, and its harmony 
with the spirit and purpose of the law itself Yet 
some may urge that there are terms employed to ex- 
press the punii^hment of sin, and others to qualify it, 
which contradict this philosophical and Bible view of 
it, and prove it to be endless. Let there be no haste 
here. He who would make a qualifying word prove 
the endlessness of punishment, may make it prove none 
at all ; for he may thus destroy the Bible testimony. 
We have seen what the Scriptures prove of the perfec- 
tions of the Creator, and of the wise and good design 
of his laws to his children, and of the accordant spirit 
and purpose of the annexed penalties. Thus much is 
established, not by a doubtful criticism of a word, but 
by the plain every-day descriptions of these things 
themselves, in their nature, and their relations to one 
another. And now it must be a rash hand which 
would essay, by a doubtful word, to break up the entire 
concurrent force of the Divine nature and the primary 
and common teachings of the revealed Word. 

To illustrate, I will present a brief summary from 
the book of the law, of its severest penalties. It is a 
sort of judicial summary made out by the Lawgiver 
himself, declaring that, if any man, or woman, or 
family, or tribe of Israel, should forsake the Lord God 
of their fathers, '* The Lord shall separate him unto 
evil out of all the tribes of Israel, according to all the 
curses of the covenant that are written in this book of 
the law. So that the generation to come of your 
children, that shall rise up after you, and the strangers 
that shall come from a far land, shall say, when they 
see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses which 
the Lord hath laid upon it, * * * * even aV\ naXioxv^ 
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shall say, Wherefore hath the Lord done thns tmto 
this land? What meaneth the heat of this great 
anger? Then men shall say, Because they have for- 
saken the covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, 
* * * * and the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against this land, to bring upon it all the curses that 
are written in this book." * 

Here we have the direct and explicit declaration of the 
book of the law itself, that such is the amount of aU the 
curses, all the punishments, written in it, that their full 
execution should be witnessed by him who i^ouM be- 
hold the miseries of the transgressors in the land of 
their habitation. The meaning in this case is express^ 
explanatory, and unmistakable. He, therefore, who un- 
dertakes to prove from some qualifying term elsewhere 
applied to punishment, that the proper curse or pen- 
alty of the revealed law is endless suflFering in the 
future world, virtually undertakes to prove that the 
testimony just quoted from the law is false. It cannot 
be pretended that by such an effort he only charges 
me with misconstruing the law. There is no C(m- 
struction of mine in the case. The passage quoted 
cannot be explained; for it stands itself an explanation 
of the legal penalties. It distinctly avers that in 
pouring upon the people those plagues and sicknesses 
which should desolate their land, the Lord would 
bring upon them aU the curses tcrUien m the book of 
the law. 

SECTION II. 

Controverted Terms, Designating and Qualifying 

Punishment. 

And now what are the terms, designating and quali- 
fying punishment in other cases, which indicate any 
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new system of Divine retribution, or change the pres- 
ent light of the subject? It will be answered that the 
descriptive term referred to is IieU^ and the qualifying 
tenn is everlasting or eternal. To these, then, we will 
attend, briefly, and with care. 

1. The word hell This is in the original Hebrew, 
sheol, and has its meaning well expressed in the Sep- 
tuagint, by the Greek hades. This latter word is 
defined by the lexicons to signify literally unseen, 
dark^ covered^ hidden. And it is accordingly applied to 
the state of the dead, as denoting it to be an unseen 
state. To this word, in its literal meaning, the Eng- 
lish, or rather Saxon word, hell^ exactly correspcwid^ 
in its former usage. Dr. Parkhurst says, that in some 
of the eastern, and especially in the western counties 
in England, the word is used in that primitive sense 
now. " To hele over a thing is to cover it.''' Hence 
it is seen that this word literally expresses nothing in 
opposition to the teachings of the law, before con- 
sidered, in relation to its penalties. The use of the 
word hell for punishment, would most literally indicate 
a stat^ of darkness, or at most the destruction of life. 

We grant, however, that a word may be used in 
some other than its primary and literal meaning. It 
may be used figuratively. But you must be careful 
how you force a JigurcUive construction upon a word, 
which shall make it contradict the most positive and 
literal doctrines of the Bible. Figurative passages 
cannot be taken for new revelations, but only for em- 
bellishments and illustrations of known truth. Con- 
sequently, we must construe a figurative passage in 
relation to a given subject, in accordance with the 

J Parkhurst's Gr. and Eng. Lex. on hades. See also, to the same purport, 
Dr. A. Clark's Commentaxy, oo Jtfatt. zi. 23. 
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general scope of the Divme testimony on that subject^ 
taking into consideration the immediate occasion on 
which it is spoken or written, and following out the 
figure in its most natural bearing upon the subject. 

And now, that the bearing of this term upon the pen- 
alties of the law may be fully understood, I will present 
the reader with all the^ cases of its occurrence in the 
books of the law, or the five books of Moses. The 
first instance of the use of this word in the Bible, is in 
Jacob's lamentation for the loss of his son Joseph. ^^ I 
will go down into the grave, {hades,) unto my son 
mourning." The same was repeated by Judah, in his 
eloquent plea for Benjamin before Joseph in Egypt* 
None will say that the word is used here for a state 
of endless misery, — for surely Jacob did not expect to 
go into £uch a state, and to find his beloved Joseph 
there.> Ifeither did he mean by it any particular grave 
or sepulchre ; for he did not suppose that Joseph was 
buried in a grave, believing that he was devoured of 
an evil beast. He meant by it the unseen state of 
death. 

The only other case of the use of this word in the 
Pentateuch, is in Deut xxxii. 22. "For a fire is 
kindled in mine anger, and it shall burn to the lowest 
hell, and shall consume the earth with her increase, and 
set on fire the foundations of the mountains." It reads 
on as follows : — **I will heap mischiefs upon them; I 
will spend mine arrows upon them. They shall be 
burnt with hunger, and devoured with burning heat, 
and with bitter destruction. * * The sword without 
and terror within, shall destroy botii the young man 
and maiden," &c. This, therefore, is the revelation 
of no new description of penalty, but a warning given 

* Gen. xxxvii. 35 ; xlii. 38 ; xlir. 29, 31. 


WORDS DESIGNATING PUNISHMENT. 76 

to the people, on account of idolatry, of their exposure 
to just such calamities as we have before seen were 
denounced upon apostates in the book of the law. By 
the lowest hell in this case, is obviously meant the darkest 
and ieepest hiding places of the earth. The threat- 
ened calamities should reach them, though they might 
hide in the deepest caverns, and dig into the bottoms 
of the mountains. "A fire is kindled in mine anger, 
and it shall bum to the lowest hades, and shall con- 
sume the earth with her increase, and shaU set on fire 
the foundations of the mountains P 

A similar description of an unescapable calamity is 
given by the prophet Amos, (ix. 2.) " Though they 
dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take them." No 
one will suppose that the people would think of dig- 
ging into a place of endless, unmitigated torment, to 
escape danger, nor that the Lord would Xzkm them out 
of such a place to punish them. The word hades is 
used in this place, as in that last quoted from Moses, 
according to its literal meaning, for a dark secret hid- 
ing place. ** Though they dig into hades, tKence 
shall my hand take them ; though they climb up to 
heaven, thence will I bring them down. And though 
they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, I will 
search and take them out thence ; and. though they be 
hid from my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will 
I command the serpent, and he shall bite them." 
Thus does the connexion render it plain that a tempo- 
ral judgment is the subject of this prophecy, and that 
the strong language employed is poetically descriptive 
of its unavoidable prevalence. 

I have gone out of the Pentateuch for this quota- 
tion, barely for an illustration. The reader has now 
placed before him all the instances of the use oi \!tve 
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word hades, or hell, in all the books of the law. And 
none can fail to see that its use neither teaches nor 
intimates any sentiment in the least at variance with 
the general teachings of the law in relation to its pen- 
alties. «. 

\x^ Then no different doctrine on the subject of pun- 
ishment will be found in the Old Testament, .=£B To 
this position I call the attention of the Christian world. 
The Pentateuch contains the entire legal covenant, the 
revelation of the moral law and the institution of the 
ceremonial, with the appropriate penalties. The entire 
system of God's revelation to his earthly children is 
comprised in two parts, the law Rnd the gospel, '^ The 
law was given by Moses^ but gra4;e and truth came by 
Jesus Christ.'" And the historical and prophetic 
books of the Old Testament contain no new leg^l cov- 
enant, no^ew principles of law, or of judgment. The 
prophets were teachers and watchmen unto the house 
of Israel, to t^ach them out of the law, and to warn 
them, aoeording to the word of the Lord, oi any im- 
pending judgmeats. But the judgments of which the 
prophets gave warning, were those which should be 
foimded upon the principles of the revealed law, ac- 
cording to the curses written in that book. I, there- 
fore, call upon all Christians to reflect, that as they 
will not pretend that endless punishment is a penalty 
revealed in the law of Moses, they cannot find it in any 
of the prophetic narratives or warnings of judgment in 
the administration of the law. And if they force an 
unnecessary meaning upon a disputed word to make 
out an illegal penalty, they do violence t6 the Scrip- 
tures, and to the honor of God. 

In what covenant, then, shall we find the penalty of 

• John i. ir. 
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endless torment? The only other covenant is the 
gospel; but this is the covenant of grace. It does not 
open unheard-of stores of wrath and vengeance for 
feeble mortals, but it reveals a stupendous moral sys- 
tem of divine operation, by which even to save man- 
kind from sin itself, that they may thus be saved from 
the condemnation of the law. Accordingly, the word 
of God, setting forth the terms of the second covenant, 
says, " But now hath he (Christ) obtained a more ex- 
cellent ministry, by how much also, he is the mediator 
of a better covenant, which was established uipoa 
better promises. * * For this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
saith the Lord ; I will put my laws into their minds, 
and write them in their hearts. * * All shall know 
me, from the least to the greatest. For I will be mer- 
ciful to their unrighteousness, and their si^^ and ini- 
quities will I remember no more."** So, while the 
law commands men to be holy, and denounces pun- 
ishment upon disobedience, the gospel undertakes, by 
the merciful influences of truth and grace, to inspire 
men with the love of holiness, thus to fulfil the law in 
their hearts. Hence, in the reception of this covenant 
an apostle says, " For God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear ; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind."* And again; ''For 3re are not come unto the 
mount that might be touched, and that burned with 
fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 
and the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words ; 
which voice they that heard intreated that the word 
should not be spoken to them any more ; * * * But 
ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem."* 

b Heb. Tiii. 6—12. « 2 Tiin. i. T. * Heb. xii% V%-«Sl. 
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fn them caatts, and in all cases of contrast between 
the two covenants, the seccxid is described as having 
less of the ingredient of fear in it than the first 
Therefore nothing can be more safely and confidently 
concluded, than that, while the first, or legal covenant^ 
includes no penalty of endless punishment, the second 
or gospel covenant has no such penalty, of course. 
The legal covenant was designed in a particular 
manner to influence hiunan conduct by the considera- 
tion of rewards and punishments. The gospel cove- 
nant, diough it does not abrogate the doctrine of 
rewards and punishments, does specially, in as far as 
it differs from the former, provide other and higher 
influences. He, ^thereforo, who will undertake, by the 
criticism of a wm^d, to palm upon the cov^iant of 
grace the penalty of endless, revengeful torments for 
earthly si|^s, attempts a work which he has but illy 
considered. He must show, firom the radical meaning 
and Scriptural use o£ the disputed word, and from the 
occasion of its occurrenoe in a giyen case, that it so 
necessarily bears hii^ assumed sense, as to demand our 
sanction of it, even, to the nullification of the uniform 
gospel description of the better covenant. 

But so far as the word hell is concerned in the case, 
it has been shown that it can answer no such ruinous 
purpose. In the book of the law it has no such mean- 
ing; nor in the prophets, for they do but teach and 
warn upon the principles of the law. And surely the 
same word which, when rarely it is made descriptive 
0f a state of punishment in the law and the prophets, 
refers only to temporal punishment, canngi, with the 
iiequisite demonstration, denote the infliction of infinite 
sufferings imder the dispensation of grace. 

So obvious is this fact^ that the learned and orthodox 
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Dr* Campbell, whose religions prepossesnons would 
naturally urge him to press into the suj^rt of endless 
punishment all the Scripture words and phrases h« 
honestly could, was constrained by the unclouded 
light of this subject to put forth the following decisive 
language : — 

^'As to the word hades, which occurs in eleven 
places in the New Testament, and is rendered hell in 
all, except one, where it is translated grave, it is quite 
common in classical authors, and frequently used by 
the Seventy in the translation of the Old Testament 
In my judgment it ought never in Scripture to be ren- 
dered hell, at least in the sense wherein that word is 
now universally understood by Christians. * * * It 
was written anciently, as we learn from the poets, (for 
what is called the poetic is nothing but the ancient dia- 
lect,) aides, and signifies obscure, hidden, miserable. 
To this the word hell, in its primitive signification, 
perfectly corresponded. For, at first, it denoted only 
what was secret or concealed. This word is found 
with little variation of form, and precisely in the same 
meaning, in all the Teutonic dialects."* 

After extending his classical illustrations of the 
meaning of the word, the doctor repeats, — " But it is 
very plain that neither in the Septuagint version of 
the Old Testament, nor in the New, does the word 
hades convey the meaning which the present English 
word, hell, in the Christian usage, always conveys to 
our minds." And speaking for biblical critics of his 
acquaintance generally, he adds,— '* It were endless to 
illustrate t|^is remark, by an enuijaeration and exam- 
oiation of all the passages in both Testaments wherein 
the word is found. The attempt would be unneces- 

• Sixth Pre. Dfssertation, p. 131. 
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sary, as it is hardly now pretended by any critic, that 
this is the acceptation of the term in the Old Testa- 
ment." 

I do not quote Dr. Campbell as authority in matters 
of religious faith ; — but the fact that learned critics like 
him, whose prepossessions look for the doctrine of 
endless punishment in the Bible, are forced, against 
their wishes, by their criticisms on the literal meaning 
of the word hadesy and its Scriptural usage, to relin- 
quish all claim of support to such doctrine from that 
term, is a circumstance weighing something in con- 
firmation of the view to which we are brought by a 
de novo examination of the subject. 

II. But the word hdl is sometimes rendered from an- 
other original term in the Scriptures, viz., gehenna. 
Let it be distinctly observed, however, that it does not 
stand as the representative of that word in the books 
of the law, nor in the Old Testament. And as there 
is no such penalty revealed in the law as endless pun- 
ishment, but on the contrary the law expressly sums 
up all its penalties in temporal sufferings, we should 
not, by a priori reasoning, expect to find Gehenna 
introduced into other parts of the Bible as descriptive 
of any other than temporal punishments. Neverthe- 
less I will not avail myself, with the reader, of this 
reasonable assumption, without submitting the subject 
of it to a philological and Scriptural scrutiny. What, 
then, is the radical meaning, and what the scriptural 
use, of the word Gehenna 7 

Gehenna is compounded of two Hebrew words, gee^ 
land, or valley, and Hinnom, the name irf the person 
who was the owner of the particular valley unto which 
this compound word was applied. This valley of Hin^ 
nom lay near Jeiiisalem, on the western border of the 


PENALTIES OF THE LAW. 81 . 

lot of the tribe of Jiidah. It became at length noted as 
a place of resort for the idolatrous Jews, where they 
burned their children alive in the fire, a sacrifice to 
Moloch. But King Josiah in his reign prevented re- 
sort to this place for a while, by rendering it insup- 
portably odious with garbage and filth from the city; 
as in 2 Kings xxiii. 10: " And he defiled Tophet, which 
is in the valley of the children of Hinnom. that no 
man might make his son or his daughter to pass 
through the fire to Moloch." Tophet was the place of 
the fire-stove in this valley. 

From this time it seems that gee Hinnom^ the val- 
ley of Hinnom, continued for a long period to be a com- 
naon receptacle of garbage and filth from Jerusalem. 
A. fire was kept continually burning to consume the 
garbage brought out there, and the worms were con- 
stantly preying on that part of the filth, which, in its 
abundance, lay about unconsumed. In this fire, also, 
some writers tell us, criminals, condemned to the most 
shameful and distressing punishment, were put to 
death. Such is the literal history of Gehenna, the 
valley of Hinnom. 

But the prophets, who sought for the most striking 
figures by which to impress on the minds of the peo- 
ple the important subjects of their prophecies, used this 
valley as an emblem or comparison, by which to rep- 
resent the wretched condition in which a continuance 
in vice would involve the Jewish nation. They not 
only forewarned the people that they should bury in 
Tophet until there should be no place, and their bodies 
should Jie unburied, food for the beasts of the field 
and. the fowls of the air, but also that their great 
city should be like unto Tophet ; as in Jer. xix. 12 ; 
" Thus will I do nnto this place, saith the Laoi3l, «^\ 
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to the inhabitants thereof, and even make this city as 
Tophet." 

Thus far all are agreed. All agree that Gehenna is 
literally the name of the valley which has just been 
described ; and that in the Old Testament this valley 
is never employed as an emblem of any other punish- 
ment than that temporal destruction which should 
come on the Jewish nation. How, then, shall it be 
made to appear that this word signifies a state of 
future misery, when it is used in the New Testa- 
ment? It is used by our Lord as a word which the 
people understood, or had the means of understand- 
ing; for he used it in every case without explanation. 
And how could they know its meaning? They, in 
address to whom the Saviour used this word, could 
understand his meaning, because they were acquainted 
with the valley of which this word was the proper 
name, and with its use in the writings of their pro- 
phets, as an emblem of temporal calamity, and prob- 
ably with its use as a place for the execution of capi- 
tal punishments. But haw could they understand 
him as meaning by it a place of punishment in the 
future world? As he did not inform them that h6 
employed the word in any new sense, they must have 
understood it, when employed by him, according to 
its former usage. 

But here some tell us that the Jews in their inter- 
course with the heathen, between the last of the pro- 
phets and the coming of Christ, had adopted into their 
religious creed the heathen fables of a Tartarus, or 
prison of fire below the earth, and that to t^ Tar- 
tarus they had applied Gehenna, the name of their 
odious valley. And they conclude hence that when 
Jesus used this word, he used it m its new sense, 
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meaning by it that world of tonnent which was orig- 
inated in the said fables of the heathen, then lately 
borrowed by the Jews. 

But we have not so learned Christ. When a speaker 
uses a word without explanation, he is to be under- 
stood as using it in the sense of such other authors as 
he is known to recognize as authority. Now unto 
what did Jesus refer the people as authority ? What 
was he engaged in expounding, and enforcing on the 
people ? The corrupt fables of the heathen, borrowed 
by the apostatized Jews 7 No ; the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament. The law and the prophets were 
the authority recognized by Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
when he used Scripture words, without explaining 
them, he must have been understood by his disciples 
as using them in the Scripture sense, however such 
words may have been applied, by apostates, to other 
things. 

But the last named assumption, concerning the 
Jewish usage of Gehenna in our Saviour's time, is 
unfounded. It does not appear that the Jews, as 
early as our Saviour's time, had ever used the word 
Gehenna in application to a place or state of future 
punishment. Some learned commentators have as- 
serted that Gehenna was used for future punishment 
in the original of the Apocrypha ; but Mr. Balfour has 
detected their ejrror, having ascertained that the word 
Gehenna does not once' occur in the original writings 
of the Apocrypha. And though his book, armouncing 
this fact, has been before the public more than twenty 
years, and iSdme of his most learned opposers have un- 
dertaken to controvert some parts of it, no one has 
contradicted his statement of tjie absence of the word 
Gehenna from the Aptxcrypha. There can \i^ xio fti^- 
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pute about it, foi the original of those books speaks for 
itself; and they who have asserted that Gehenna is 
there used for future punishment, must have got their 
minds wrought into the idea without a personal exam- 
ination. And their assertion was then the more safe, 
there being but one party on the question. If there 
had been any controversialist to call on them for the 
authority upon which they made their statement, they 
would have gone to those writings and examined for 
themselves, in order to refer their opponent to book, 
chapter and verse, and would hereby have discovered 
their error. 

And now with regard to other Jewish writings, to 
which reference may be made for the settlement of the 
question concerning the Jewish usage of Gehenna in 
our Saviour's time,— Rev. H. Ballon, 2d, D. D., who is 
extensively read in ancient Ecclesiastical History, has, 
with much and critical labor, examined all the author- 
ities which can probably ever be brought to bear pn 
this question, and has ascertained the fact that all 
other Jewish writings now extant, are as ftee from the 
use of Gehenna^ in reference to future punishment, as 
are the books of the Apocrypha, until more than two 
hundred years after Christ. No Jewish writing ex- 
tant, of a later date than the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, uses this word, until the Targum of Jonathan 
Ben Uzziel ; and this, the best of critics agree, could 
not have been written earlier than the end of the 2d 
century; some say the 4th, and some refer the work 
to as late a period as the 7th or 8th century.^ 

It seems now to be a settled point, that theiast position 
from which disputants have argued for the application 
of Gehenna in the New Testament to future punish- 

f See Universalist Ex^sitor for May, 1832. 
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meut, is without evidence to support it. Thefe is no 
evidence on which reliance can be placed, that even 
Ae apostatized Jews, in our Saviour's time, had ever 
apj^ed the word Gehenna to future punishment. We 
are therefore left to make up out judgment on the 
meaning of the word in the New Testament, altcv' 
^ther from the Old Testament use of the phrase Gee 
Hinnoniy and.^ from the connexions in the several 
cases in which the New Testament employs it. 

The literal sense and Old Testament usage have 
been considered and determined ; and thus far all are 
agreed. Since, then, it is incontrovertibly settled, that 
Gee IKnnom in the Old Testament is only used as the 
proper name of the odious valley, and as an emblem 
of the then future corruptness and desolation of the 
Jewish city and nation; and since, furthermore, no 
Jewish writ^ had used the compound word, Gehenna^ 
in any other sense, — by what authority can it he 
asserted, that this word, in the .New Testament, is 
used for a place or state of endless punishment? The 
reader will perceive that, if there is any authority for 
such an assumption, it must be found in some very 
obvious assignment to it of the new and unheard of 
sense, by the great Teacher, in connection with his 
use of it. Does he assign to it any such new signifi- 
cation, either directly, or by implication ? To answer 
this inquiry, we will briefly examine its New Testa- 
ment usage. 

Its first occurrence in this portion of the inspired 
Book, is in Matt. v. 21, 22: "Ye have heard that it 
was said by liiem of old time, thou dialt not kill: and 
whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment. But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry 
with his Iwrother without a cause, shall be m dwv%«t 
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of the judgment r and whosoever shall say to his bro- 
ther, Raca, (shallow brains,) shall be in danger of the 
council ; but whosoever shall say, thou fool, {Moreh, 
apostai€j) shall be hi danger of hell Jire,^' (^Gehenna fire,) 
Let it be borne in mind that this is the first instance 
of the use of the word Gehenna in the New Testa- 
ment ; and where is the evidence that it is here used 
in our opposers' new sense? No such evidence ap- 
pears. We find nothing introduced here but the same 
Gehenna fire of which we read in the Old Testament, 
and which appears to have been used for the infliction 
of the highest punishments. Jesus here speaks in ref- 
erence to three grades of punishment ; strangling, by 
Ae judgment of twenty-three members; stoning^ by 
the council of seventy-two; and being burnt in the 
valley of Hinnom. He used language which was so 
familiar to the people he addressed, that it would have 
been puerile for him to explain it. It seems to have 
been his design to guard his disciples against any dan- 
gerous mistake, with regard to the means by which 
they might expose themselves to the judgment of the 
ci^il tribunals of the country, to be cut off from their 
good work in form of law, and not as persecution for 
opinion's sake: They were of like passion with other 
men; they were punishable for injurious words as 
well as for injurious actions ; and their enemies were 
watching them for evil. Being of a class of commu- 
nity not probably practised in judicial tactics, if they 
Were not cautioned and guarded in relation to these 
things, they might unawares give occasion to their arch 
and ever watchful enemies, to procure their death by 
legal process. They might, in a momentary burst of 
passion, excited by abusive opposition, cast at their 
opposeTs some opprobrious epithet, for which they 


WORDS DESieNATING PUNISHMENT. 87 

would be subject to arraignment, and death by stran- 
gling, or stoning, or burning in the fire of Gehenna, 
according to the nature of the epithet. 

Dr. Adam Clarke, in his Commentary on this pas- 
sage, says, "It is very probable that our Lord means 
no more here than this ; if a man charge another with 
apostasy from the Jewish religion, or rebellion against 
God, and cannot prove his charge, then he is exposed to 
that punishment {burning alive) which the other must 
have suffered if the charge had been substantiated. 
There are three kinds of offences here, which exceed 
each other in their degrees of guilt. 1. Anger against 
a man, accompanied with some injurious act. 2. Con- 
tempt^ expressed by the opprobrious epithet, jRoca, or 
shallow brains. 3. Hatred and mortal enmity, ex- 
pressed by the term Morek, or apostate, where such 
apostasy could not be proved. Now, proportioned to 
these three offences, were three different degrees of» 
punishment, each exceeding the other in severity, 
as the offences exceeded each other in their different 
degrees of guilt. 1. The judgment, the council of 
twenty-three, which could inflict the punishment of 
strangling, 2. The Sanhedrin, or great council, 
which could inflict the punishment of ^^onmg-. 3. The 
being burnt alive in the valley of the son of Hinnom. 
This appears to be the meaning of our Lord."'^ 

* Professor Stuart, after showing the literal meaning of this word to he 
what we have stated, argues, what none will dispute, the frequent Scripture use 
of words in a secondary or figurative sense. He then refers to this first use 
of Gehenna in the New Testament, and says that it is " the only passage 
which seems to be even capable of the UiercU sense." But upon quoting the 
passage, he puts the inquiry, " Is all this literal^ or spiritual 7" And finally 
he comes to his conclusion in these words : " The Saviour could not here mean 
to say that the Jews would literally punish the various gradations of crime 
which he marks. We must suppose, then, that he means to designate the 
pnnithmeat which Gkxi, who could judge the heart, would inflict ^ aud. ^\ivcYi 
must be spinlual. " 
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GAenna occurs twice again in the same chapt^, 
(verses 29, 30:) "And if thy right eye offend thee, 

Well, suppose it were so ; — suppose the design of Jesus was to teach that 
the Lord, " who searcheth the heart and trieth the reins, even to gire unto 
every man according to his ways," will administer different degrees of spir- 
ituai sufferings, according to the different degrees of sinfulness in man. 
What then ? Does it foUow that reference was made to punishment in an- 
other world ? No 9uck punishment is vrriiten in the book of the laWy — nor in 
the prophets, of course, who founded their threatenings upon legal principles. 
And now, is the mere fact that Jesus Christ speaks of a punishment which 
God will inflict, a proof that he means the infliction of " immortal pains ? " 
When David says, " Also unto thee, O Lc»xi, belongeth mercy, for thou rea- 
derest unto every man acccurding to his work," he speaks of retributions {ad- 
ministered, not by Jewish rulers, but by the government of God. Does it 
follow hence, that the Psalmist meant, that God will in mercy raise up his 
offending children from the deep deep of death, to inflict upon them imend- 
ing torments ? Who would have supposed that the circumstance of a pun- 
ishment being administered by Him who "judgeth in the earth," (Ps. 
Ixii. 12,) is proof that it must be administered in ti future world? Yet this 
is precisely the argmnent of the learned Professor. After remarking that. 
Jesus " could not mean to say that the Jews would literaUy punish the vari- 
ous gradations of crimes which he marks," and that ^we must suppose, 
then, that he means to designate the punishment which God, who can judge 
the heart, would inflict, and which must be spiritualf" he concludes, — " What 
is meant must then be, that God would punish, in a fvJture worlds with dif- 
ferent degrees of severity, which were signified or symbolized by the Sep- 
temviri, by the Sanhedrim, and by being burned in the yalley of Hiniiom." — 
(Exegetical Essays on Gehenna.) 

To Professor Stuart belongs the credit of such an argument. But it will 
be seen that his argument just as much makes the words which stand foff 
Septemvirif and Sanh&lrim^ mean a place of endless punishment " in a futnra 
world," as Gehenna, And this, then, is the first revelation, the original burst- 
ing forth, of the astounding dogma, that God will raise up millions of his chil- 
dren, and hold them up in unending being, that he may wreak upon them 
unending vengeance ! It is not in the Law, — it is not in the Prophets, — it is 
not in the literal meaning of the terms Septemvirif Sanhedrim, and Gehenna, 
— nor is it in any explanation which the Saviour has given of these words, — 
but it is in these six words of Professor Stuart in relation to a figurative use 
of those terms, viz., " What is meant must then be I " And this, I apprehend, 
is as good authority as that dogma will in any case be found to be entitled to. 

It is granted that the word Gehenna is in some cases used figuratively, 
" signifying or symbolizing " a punishment which God vrould inflict ; but the 
reader who goes with me in the examination of its New Testament usage, 
will see that the assumption that the punishment it symbolizes, is " in a 
future world," is not only unauthorized by the testimony, but opposed to it. 
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pluck it out and cast it from thee ; for it is profitaUe 
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and 
not that thy whole body ^ould be cast into Gehen" 
na.^^ The other verse is the same, except substituting 
the hand for the eye. The same is recorded by the 
Evangelist Mark, thus: (Mark ix. 43:) ** And if thy 
hand oflfend thee, cut it off; it is better for thee to enter 
into life maimed, than having two hands to go into 
hell, (^Gehenna,) into the fire that never shall be 
quenched;'' or, as the most literal translation is, hito 
the unquenchable fire; " where their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched." This word Gehenna is 
twice repeated in the same sense in the verses which 
follow. 

Now it is evident that in this case the word Ge- 
henna has no reference to a place of future torment, 
because Jesus was not discoursing on the subject of a 
future state. Such a thing is supposed as an entrance 
into the life here spoken oi^ maimed; and that on 
account of denying ourselves of what would cause 
oflfence against the gospel. Can this apply to the 
future state ? Can you conceive of such a thing as a 
person's entering into life, in the resurrection immor- 
tal state,— entering into the blissful paradise of God, 
feelipg there maimed; and that too, in consequence 
of having done so well in this world, as to cut off 
what would have caused offence? Such a thing is 
not snpposable. But in this world, persons may, by 
faith and obedience, enter into the life of the gospel, 
and yet feel maimed on accoimt of some sacrifices 
made. Here then is the entering into life maimed. 
It can only be in this world. And as the casting into 
Gehenna is set against the entering into life maimed, 
this too must be eispressive of some calamity ou e8:t\!cu 

5* 
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The |dain sense of this passage is, tl^t it was better 
for the disciples to suffer what privations an adherence 
to the gospel in that age required, and enjoy the gos- 
pel life, and the divine protection which was promised 
the true disciples, than to abandon Christ'^ cause, and 
be cast into Gehenna^ or suffer in those dire calami- 
ties of the unbelieving Jewish nation, which should 
make their city like Tophet in Gehenna^ and literally 
fill up that valley with the unburied carcasses of that 
people. The phrasCj ** unquenchable fire," and the 
saying, ''Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched," are allusions to the well known worm 
and fire of the valley of Hinnom, before spoken of.** 
But figuratively used, as they seem to be here, they 
denote the continuance and effectiveness of those evils, 
which should, like the worm and fire of Gehenna^ 
prey upon and consiune that people. These calami-- 
ties were, by the prophets, even when the valley of 
Hinnom was not referred to, called a fire that should 
not be quenched ; as in Jer. vii. 20 : — '' Therefore thus 
saith the Lord God, Behold, mine anger and my fury 
shall be poured out upon this place, upon man, and 
upon beast, and upon the trees of the field, and 
upon the fruit of the ground, and it shall bum, 
and 9hall not be quenched," And Jer. xvii. 27 : 
" Then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it 
shall devour the palaces* of Jerusalem, and it shall 
not be quenched." Hence we perceive that this un- 
quenchable fire was in the earth ; we read nothing of 

•» On this phraseology Professor Stuart justly remarks, " It would seem 
that the custom of desecrating this place, {Gehenna^) thus happily begmi, 
was continued in aft^r ages down to the period when eur Saviour was oa 
earth. Perpetual fires were kept up, in order to consume the ofial which 
was deposited there. And as the offal would breed worms, (for so all putre- 
fying iiieat of coarse does,) hence came the expression, 'Wheve the wof» 
€iietb not, and the fire is not quenched.' " 
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it in tbe Seriptures when speaking of the resurrectioii 
world. It being called unquenchable Jire, denotes that 
the judgment signified by it should not be checked, or 
prevented from accomplishing its fuU.destiQed work. 

The word Gehenna occurs again in Matt, xxiii. 33 : 
" Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers ! how can ye 
escape the damnation of hell 7'' (the punishment of 
Gehenna ?) The meaning here is obvious. Jesus was 
addressing those people whom the prophets had fore- 
warned that they should be food for the beasts and 
fowls in the valley of Hinnom, and that their city 
should be as Tophet. He saw them in the practice 
of the very iniquities on which were predicated these 
threatenings of punishment, and yet they were plac- 
ing reliance on their outside piety, as if that would 
shield them. The whole of the preceding part of this 
chapter he had devoted to an exposure and reprehen- 
sion of their hypocrisy ; and here he interrogates iheiu 
as if he had said : ** Ye brood of vipers, how can you 
expect, by such hypocrisy, to escape that punishment 
which your prophets have forewarned you shall crowd 
Gehenna with the unburied carcasses of this people, 
and even make your city as Tophet?" By the pun- 
ishment of Gehenna we do not understand Jesus to 
mean merely what should be suffered in that particu- 
lar valley, but that judgment, that great calamity, 
which should come on that whole people, and the 
effects of which on that nation the prophets represented 
by reference to the valley of Hinnom. That this is 
what Jesus here meant by the punishment of Gehenna^ 
is furthermore certain from his own succeeding expla- 
nation of it " Wherefore, behold, I send unto you 
prophets, and wise men, and scribes; and some of 
them ye shall kill and crucify, and sou^e o£ ihsisi ^^ 
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shall scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them 
from city to city ; that upon you may come all the 
righteous blood shed upon the earth. Verily I say 
unto you, all these things shall come upon this genera- 
tion. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Your house is left 
unto you desolate,'' &c. Now what respect can we 
have for all the assertions of men which are against 
the words of Jesus 7 For he, directly proceeding to 
describe the punishment of Gehenna, shows that he 
meant by it that calamity which should come on that 
generation of the J6ws, and desolate their country and 
city. 

Another instance of the use of the word under con- 
sideration, is in Matt. x. 28 : "And fear not them which 
kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul ; but 
rather fear him, which is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell." {Oehenna.) The same is thus recorded 
in Luke xii. 4, 5. "And I say unto you, my friends, 
Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after 
that have no more that they can do. But I will fore- 
warn you whom ye shall fear ; fear him, which, after 
he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell; yea, I 
say unto you, fear him." 

This is the only case in which there seems to be the 
least plausible ground for an application of Gehenna 
to punishment in the future world. It speaks of the 
power of God to cast into Gehenna after he hath 
killed. But a just consideration of the case will, it is 
presumed, satisfy the reader, that the word is not here 
used as a revelation of any such new description of 
punishment. This passage was addressed by our 
Lord to his ministering disciples, as he was sending 
them out into the world to propagate his doctrines. It 
is not to be supposed that he meant to threaten them 


PENALTIES OF THE LAW. 9S 

with a future Geh^ina of endless torments, when he 
had never warned the enemies of his cause with any 
other than a Gehenna of temporal calamities. His 
design was to guard them against being influenced 
by the fear of man to abandon his cause. Men could 
kill the body, but not the (jpsuke) soul. The word 
liere rendered soid is most commonly used for life. 
And the circumstance that a distinction is here made, 
which is not made elsewhere, between killing the 
{soTna) body and the {psuke) Ufe, leads us to the con- 
clusion that in this case something is meant by killing 
the body short of taking the life. 

TTie word apokteino, here rendered kiM, signifies, ac- 
cording to the lexicons, to kill, to slay^ to take awayy 
t(h remove, to beat almost to death, to tease or plague, 
&c. And as killing the body is here spoken of in dis- 
tinction from killing the life, it appears to me evident 
that it denotes the taking away of the comforts and 
privileges of the body, the teasing or plaguing of the 
body, (a sense which the word rendered kill may ex- 
press,^) without taking the Ufe. And of this scourging 
of the body, as Matthew shows us in his record of the 
same conversation, Jesus had just been informing his 
disciples that they should suffer. "Beware of men," 
said he, "for they will deliver you up to the councils, 
and they will scourge you in their synagogues ; * * * * 
and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's 
sake ; but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.'' 
That is, he who continued faithful should have his 
Ufe preserved, though men might thus kill, that is, 
scourge and plague the body. — " Fear them not, there- 
fore," continued Jesus, "for there is nothing covered 
that shall not be revealed; and hid which shall not be 
known. What I tell yon in darkness, thai si^eaSs. ^ 
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in light ; and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye 
on the house-tops. And fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul ; but rather fear 
him which is able to destroy both soul [life] and body 
in Gehenna. Are not two sparrows sold for a far- 
thing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground 
without your Father. But the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, for ye 
are of more value than many sparrows." That is, 
fear not men; for this is a repetition of what was said 
in the 26th verse. " Fear them not, therefore." Jesus 
was sending the disciples out to labor in the gospel 
ministry, and aimed to inspire them with a confidence 
in the Divine protection in the path of duty, — ^but 
with a fear to forsake duty for human protection. 
They might fear nothing in the path of duty; fear 
nothing but to ofiend the laws of God. It would be 
by such offence that they would subject themselves to 
the greatest evil. Though it would not consist with 
the Divine economy to work that constant miracle^ 
which would prevent men's sometimes killing, or 
scourging their bodies, — if they were faithful, God 
would preserve their lives. But if they should aban- 
don duty to procure the protection of men, the power 
of God, after it had afflicted their bodies, would cast, 
them into Gehenna, or destroy both their lives and 
bodies by that judgment, which was called the punish- 
ment of Gehenna, 

True, some of the ^disciples were to lose their lives 
for Christ's sake. But this should only be when they 
should see their work to be done, as did Paul when he 
said, " I am now ready to be offered," — so that they 
should offer themselves a willing sacrifice to the cause 
of truth. Then it might be said in truth of them, as 
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Jesos said of himself, "No man taketh ^t (my life) 
from me, but I lay it down of myself." ^ The disciples 
were immortal, to the accomplishment of their mission, 
if they were faithful to duty. 

Such, then, seems to be the sentiment of this portion 
of Scripture. Jesus designed to encourage his disci- 
ples to a fearless march in the way of duty, by the as- 
surance that in that way God would preserve their 
Uves, until he should make them to see, and cheerfully 
consent, that it was the best time for them to die j — 
and until that time, though men might kill or scourge 
their bodies^ they could not take their lives. And if 
one is assured that, in faithfulness to duty, men can- 
not destroy his life until he is prepared in his mind to 
give himself a willing sacrifice for the cause he loves, 
then in the path of duty he has nothing to fear from 
men. But if, for fear of men, the disciples should 
apostatize from the Christian cause, they would fall 
under that judgment of God, which, after killing or 
torturing the body, would cast into Gehenna, — 
would destroy both life and body in that calamity 
which was called the punishment of Gehenna, I say 
they would fall under that judgment of God which 
would do this; for though the text only says that he 
hath power to do it, the testimony of the Scriptures in 
general on the same subject, as we have seen, shows 
that the judgment here referred to toould be executed 
on the unbelieving Jews, and on the apostates from the 
Christian religion. m 

Our Saviour employs this word, (Matt, xxiii. 15,) as 
it might appropriately be employed, as an emblem of 
odumsness: ''Woe unto you. Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites ! for ye compass sea and land to make one 

^ '/olmx. 18. 
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proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him two-fold 
more the child of Gehenna than yourselves ! " TRie 
proselytes were two-fold worse^ or more odious^ than 
those who made them. And there is a passage in 
James, where the destructive eflfect of the bad use of 
the tongue is represented by the fire of Gehenna, 
(See James iii. 6.) ** And the tongue is a fire, a world 
of iniquity; and is set on fire of hell," (^Geherma,) 

Thus endeth the catalogue of cases in which Ge- 
henna occurs in the New Testament. And the candid 
reader will participate with me in the high satisfaction 
derived from the admirable harmony of the Scripture 
doctrines. So far as we have made progress in our 
investigations, we find no verbal description of pun- 
ishment which contradicts the merciful design of 
the law, and the adaptedness of its penalties to promote 
its benevolent ends. 

III. But there is one other word in the original of 
the New Testament, which is rendered heU in the 
common version, and which has been thought lo mean 
a place of endless punishment. It is Tartarus, It 
occurs but once in the Bible, and that is in 2 Peter ii. 
4. " For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but 
cast them down to hell, {Tartarosas,) and delivered 
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 
jud^ent." 

As Tartarus is not found elsewhere in the New 
Testamgj|t, and it does not occur in the Septuagint, 
we must have recoitftee to the Greek classics for its 
meaning. From this source We learn that Tartarus 
was the heathen name of their fabulous prison in the 
bowels of the earth. Dr. Clarke quotes Hesiod as say- 
il»g, " Here, (in Tartarus,) the rebellious Titans were 
hound in penal chains." And aga^n, 
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'< Block Tartarus, within earth's spacionis womb/' 

The question now to be considered is, for what 
purpose did Peter introduce this word in the case be- 
fore us ? Did he mean to use it hterally, for the hea- 
then fabulous prison of fire in the bowels of the earth, 
with the design to give his sanction to those fables ? 
No Christian will contend for this. It will be of no 
avail, then, to assume that he used it to '^symbolize" 
the future hell of a portion of the modem Christian 
church ; for no such " place of torment'' is revealed or 
taught in the Scriptures, to be symbolized. The au- 
thors of the London Improved Version of the New 
Testament, suppose that he meant to symbolize the 
state of ''judicial blindness," unto which God con- 
signed the fallen or treacherous messengers,^ "who 
were sent to spy out the land of Canaan, unto the 
judgment of a great day, i. e. when they were de- 
stroyed by a plague." For this view of the subject 
they refer to " Simpson's Essays," a work to which I 
have not had access. But these translators add, " Per- 
haps, however, the writer may refer to some fanciful 
account of the fall of angels contained in the apocry- 
phal book which lay before him, without intending to 
vouch for that fact. He might introduce it merely to 
illustrate his argument." 

That Peter here quoted from an apocryphal book, 
seems to have been the opinion of many critical com- 
mentators ; and Jude is supposed to have quoted from 
the same author. This opinion commends itself to my 
mind as the most probable. The passage bears a 
strong resemblance to many passages in Greek fabu- 

1 " Angeics*^ says Parkhurst, quoting Austin, " is a name not of naturei 
but of office." The office of messenger ^ which the word aT\^el TXwe»sA)V& 
applied to either spiritual or physical agents, as the case may )oe. 
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lous descriptions of incidents in relation to Tartarus. 
Some fabulous work, not Greek, but Jewish, is evi- 
dently quoted by Jude, verse 9th. " Yet Michael, the 
archangel, when, contending with the devil, he dis- 
puted about the body of Moses, durst not bring against 
him a railing accusation, but said. The Lord rebuke 
thee." Such quotations from fabulous and apocryphal 
works; and references to popular' opinion, which are 
used for comparison and illustration, never involve the 
idea of a sanction of the stories or opinions referred 
to. This reference to the story of a dispute between 
Michael and the devil, where the writer's sense of pro- 
priety made the former guard against raillery, even 
toward the evil angel, was designed to set off the dis- 
gusting arrogance of those disorganizers he was re- 
proving, who " despised dominion, and spake evil of 
dignities." Our Lord said to the Pharisees, "If I by 
Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children 
cast them out ? therefore they shall txj your judges.""' 
He did not mean to admit that the children of the 
Pharisees had the power to do those works which 
they pretended ; but he argued with them upon their 
own assumed principles, to convict them of injustice 
towards him. He quoted also some fabulous story of 
the Jews, when, in the latter part of the same chapter, 
he introduced the case of the unclean spirit going out 
of a man, and returning with seven other spirits more 
wicked than himself, making tiie last state of that 
man worse than thq|||irst. The moral of the story, as 
applied to the Jews of that age, is all he aimed to in- 
culcate, — ^viz., "So shall it be with this generation." 
It is as if he had said, " The state of this generation 
subsequent tp the cdming of their expected Messiah, 
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shall compare with that preceding, as the last state of 
the demoniac in your fable compares with the first." 
And with regard to the design of Peter in quoting from 
the fabulous work in relation to the durance of certain 
angels in Tartarus for judgment, the application he 
makes of it is, that " the Lord knoweth how to reserve 
the unjust unto a day of judgment to be punished.'* 
And as the day of judgment with those apostates of 
T^hom he was complaining, St. Peter says, " Whjose 
judgment now of a long time lingereth noty and their 
damnation slumbereth not,^^ He was not treating on a 
judgment to be postponed for ages. 

It is now seen that the word Tartarus, as used in 
this single case in the Scriptures, proves nothing con- 
trary to the general tenor of the inspired teachings on 
the legal penalties. But, in concluding my remarks 
on the subject before us, I will show that the popular 
use of this passage is utterly exploded by other parts 
of the same creed which adopts it. It is supposed that 
the Miltonian doctrine of the conversion of holy angels 
to devils, is taught in this place. Dr. Watts versifies 
the sentiment which the dominant sects hold of this 
delivering of the angels into chains of darkness, in the 
following stanza : — 

" There Satan, the first sinner, lies, 
And roars and bites his iron bands j 
In vain the rebel strives to rise, 
Crushed with the weight of both thy hands." ^ 

They at the same time maintain that these fallen angels, 
or devils, are freely and actively ranging over the face 
of this our world, scheming and working mightily and 
successfully against the designs and operations of God 
and his Christ, achieving and maintaining almost uni- 

' WattSj H. 44, B. 2. 
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versal empire in the great family of God's children. 
Such brilliant achievements against the government 
of the Eternal, acquired and maintained in the world 
ahave grmmd^ by the imprisoned angels chained down 
in Tartarus^ are incredible. The idea refutes itself. 
And we turn from these fables to the beautiful and 
harmonious teachings of the Divine Spirit 

As we have had our attention called to the heathen 
Tartarus^ and to the occasional employment by the 
sacred writers of popular opinions, to enforce truth 
and duty, I deem this the proper place for the intro-. 
duction of the parable of Dives and Lazarus, (Luke 
xvi. 19 — 31.) It may be urged by some that this par- 
able presents an objection to the view taken, in the 
beginning of this section, on the word hades^ for here 
it is represented as a place of torment after 4eath. 
The rich man is represented as being dead and buried, 
and yet lifting up his eyes in hades^ being in torment. 

The objection here presented being at first view 
plausible, notwithstanding we have shown by the 
literal meaning of the word, and its use in the law, 
and by the testimony of Dr. Campbell, who has the 
general concurrence of learned critics, that the use of 
this word cannot be relied upon as proof of punish- 
ments contrary to the words of the law, yet I will give 
place to a brief consideration of this parable. 

With regard to the parabolic character of this pas- 
sage, though occasionally a person of more party zeal 
than knowledge insists on taking it as a literal nar- 
rative, there is rarely an intelligent commentator 
who will adopt a position so untenable. Zdght/oot, 
after ridiculing the idea that **this is not a parable, 
but a true story,'' proceeds to say: "And that it was 
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a parable, not only the consent of all expositors may- 
assure us, but the thing itself speaks it.""" 

As it respects the elements of a parable, it may be 
composed of natural incidents, literal facts, or fictitious 
narratives, as may best suit the design. On this point 
Dr. Barnes, an able Presbyterian commentator, speaks 
with great clearness and truth, as follows : A parable 
" is a narrative of some fictitious or real event, in order 
to illustrate more clearly some truth that the speaker 
wishes to communicate. It is not necessary to sup- 
pose that the narratives were strictly true. The main 
thing, — the inculcation of spiritual truth, — was gained 
equally, whether it wsts true, or was only a supposed 
case. Nor was there any dishonesty in this. It was 
well understood. No person was deceived. The 
speaker was not understood to afiirm the thing lit- 
erally narrated, bui only to fix the attention more 
fitrmly on the moral truth that he presented."" 

The remark of some, that the story of the Rich Man 
and Lazarus is not a parable, because the Saviour 
says, " There was a certain rich man,^^ is too puerile 
to be entitled to a labored notice. So parables are 
usually introduced, not by a supposition, but in plain 
narrative form. So the other parable in the same 
chapter begins, — "There was a certain rich man 
which had a steward." And even the parable of 
Jotham is introduced with the saying, "The trees 
went forth on a time to anoint a king over them."' 
Bat enough of this. 

And what are tl^ elements of the story which Jesus 
employed in this parable ? They are the heathen fabu- 
lous descriptions of the under world, which had been 

« See Paige's Selections, Sec. zlix. » Barnes' Notes, on Matt. xii. &— 9« 

• Judges iz. 8. 

9* 


102 COMPSND OF CBmSTU» DIVINITY. 

partially adopted by the Jews. To the eatke subler*- 
ranean world they gave the napoe hades. This they 
divided into two departments^ Elysium, th& blest 
abode, and Tartarus, the prison of fire, — ^between 
which there was a deep gulf or chasm. It is, indeed, 
generally conceded, that the story employed in this 
parable is founded on Judaized heathen views of h&de». 
Then let the sectarian make the most of it possible, 
even taking it as a Uteral narrative, s^d he cannot 
make it favor the doctrine of misery in the final im- 
mortal state, beyond the resurrection. For admitting 
the hades of the New Testament, unlike that of the 
Old, to be as the poetic fables, and this story too, if 
taken for literal truth, would represent the state of the 
deceased, to be full of active life, and of enjoyment in 
one department, and of suffering in the other, yet the 
New Testament restricts us in its application to the 
intermediate state, ha liie event of tiie resurrection 
hades shall be destroyed, and the triumphant exclama- 
tion shall be raised in a shout of ecstasy, " O hades i 
where is thy victory ? " This is an interrogatory asser- 
, tion, that in the consummation promised, not a single 
victim shall hades boast. 

Our opposers have sometimes tauntingly said to us, 
^^ There is an account of a rich man in hell ; how will 
you get him out?'' To which I would answer; 
There is an account that this same hell, or hades, shall 
be destroyed, so that no victim shall be held in it. 
And when all men are raised up from it, and hades 
itself is destroyed, how will you^et men back into 
hades again? 

But I do not admit that this parable was designed 
to teach the doctrine of torment even in the interme- 
diate state. Where did the Jews get their notiofis 
concerning hades, that it was dYvided into RlYsium 
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aad l^urtams, a jdace of happiness and of misery? 
Not from tbek Scriptures ; for^ as it is conceded by 
our most learned doctrinal opposers, the Old Testar 
ment Seripiures teach no such thing. They took 
Ais view from the corrupt fables of the heathen, in 
their intercourse with them after the age of the pro- 
phets, and pmvious to the coming of Christ And that 
Jesus laid the scene of this «tory ia those heathen 
&bles, is evident, in that he makes the parable to rep- 
resent the places of the rich man and Lazarus as beii^g 
en a level, on the opposite sides of a great gulf or 
chasm, precisely like the heathen fabulous under world 
of Elysium and, Tartarus. But the occasion on which 
the parable was spoken, shows that Jesus designed to 
lepresent by it the then approaching change of condi- 
tions with Jews and Gentiles in this world, when the 
former should be cast down and trodden under foot and 
the latter be exalted* And th^sequel shows, that 
though Jesus employed a stor jf^ which should call to 
the minds of the Jews those heathen fables which they 
had borrowed, he did it not to give his sanction to 
those fables, but to reprove and shame them for their 
' adherence to them. For, in reference to the heathen 
habits of necromancy, or conversation with thCvdead, the 
parable makes the rich man to request that (me should 
be sent from the dead to instruct the Jews, and save 
them from the evil unto which they were hastening. 
But the answer is, " They have Moses and the prophets; 
let them hear them.'' Let them hear Moses and the 
prophets about v^jfj^tl Surely not about torment in 
hades^ for they never said a word about it Moses 
assured the peopley as we have seen, (Deut xxix.,) 
that all tlve curses written in the book of the law, should 
l5e executed on transgressors, so as to be ^ilxvfeSi^^Vsx 
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the land of their residence, in which they diould prac- 
tise their sinful abominations. Yes, Moses, and the 
prophets too, said much about those temporal calami- 
ties to which that nation would expose themselves by 
sin. And here Jesus makes his parable say of the 
Jews, " Let them hear Moses and the prophets." As 
if he had said; "Abandon your resort to heathen 
fables, concerning torments in the state of the dead, 
and go back to your own sacred Scriptures, to Moses 
and the prophets, and give heed to their instructions 
and warnings, concerning those real evils to which 
you are exposed, and which arc even at your doors." 
An unfortunate parable is this for the doctrine of 
future torments. The story borrows its imagery from 
the fables of the heathen, for the purpose of being 
so applied as to convey to the Jews the more cutting 
reproof for having adopted those corrupt human for- 
geries, and with more striking emphasis to command 
them back to the Scriptures which they had neglected. 
I have now devoted as much attention as my limits 
will admit, to the three terms which have been 
thought to designate a place of punishment in the im- 
mortal world. These terms are Hades, Gehenna, and 
Tariartts, Sheol we merge in hades, which the Sep 
tuagint employs as a translation of it. Every occur- 
rence of Gehenna and Tartarus has been examined, 
and not the shadow of a doubt rests upon either case^ 
as to its application, when applied to punishment, to 
sufferings in the present world. I have not adduced 
all the cases of the use of hades, because my limits 
would not admit it, and the labor were needless. It is 
not pretended by the learned believers in endless pun- 
ishment^ that this word is used in the Scriptures to de- 
scribe it; and if it were so pretended, we have given so 
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fiill a definition of its meaning, and ba^e goiie,-80 iar 
in exposition of its Scripture use, as to evince that £in 
attempt to raise the disputed doctrine from it must 
obviously he futile, and to enable the reader to explain 
every other case of its occurrence, by the connexions, 
repectively, in which it may be found. 

IV. We come now to the qualifying termsi, some^ 
tinges applied to punishment, expressive of dwcUicm. 
These are forever, everlasiingy and Vernal. In the 
Septuagint, and« the Greek of the New Testament, 
they are aion, and its derivative, cmnios. 

Upon the meaning of these words, Professor Stuart, 
in his Exegetical Essays, assumes that the proper Big- 
nification of aian and aionios, as used by the Greek 
writers of the Septuagint and New Testament, is 
^erndty and eternal, and that wb^i they ax^ used in a 
limited sense, it is ^ catcichrestic, or forced and unnatu- 
ral usage. Yet he has pres^ited no facts to support 
such an assumpticm. He has giv^i us no authority 
for departing from the following definition of aien, by 
his learned orthodox brother. Dr. Parkhurst. ^^Aion^ 
from aei, always, and on, being, always being. It 
denotes duration, or contmuance of time, but with 
great variety." Thie he gives as the proper and roc^i- 
cal meaning of the word, ^^ duration, ot eentimmnce 
of time ;^^ and th^i adds, *^but with great variety." 
He then gives examples of difier^at uses of the word, 
by reference to certain jdaces of Scripture, of which 
places every reader of the Bible is to judge for himself. 

But you will say;Jhat if aion is compounded of aei, 
always, and on, being, then the radical meaning of the 
word is endless duration, or etemitig. Let us look 
then at the significati(Hi of the word iui, which is the 
eompofient part of aion that applies to imed^n^ zxi^ Sa^ 


106 COSIPSND OP CHllTSTIAN DIVINITT. 

rendered eUways, ^^Aei, from a, intensive, and eo, to 
be." 1. Always, ever. Acts vii. 51, — ^* Ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye." 
2 Cor. vi. 10, — ** A« sorrowful, yet always rejoicing." 
These are the only cases which Parkhurst brings to 
support his strongest s&ase of the Greek aei; and in 
these, die reader perceives that the word means no 
more than ctmtinval. His second dei&nition is, ^'AU 
ways, ever, in a restrained sense, i. e. at some stated 
times." And third, " Vejy freqtiently,^ continually,^^ 
And to these definitions he quotes Mark xv. 8, — *^And 
the multitude, crying aloud, began to desire him 
(Pilate) to do as he had ever done unto them." And 
2 Cor. iv. 11, — " For we which live are always delivered 
unto death for Jesus' sake." And 2 Peter i. 12, — 
" Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always 
in remembrance of these things." Such is the signifi- 
cation, and such the Scripture use, of the word aei, 
which with the word on, being, makes aion, the Greek 
term under consideration. It is plain therefore that 
the proper and radical meaning of this word is, as 
Parkhurst has defined it, simply duration, or continu- 
ance of time; indefaiiie dttration. When, therefore, we 
undertake Xo define the duration expressed by it, we 
must do this by arguing from the nature of the subject 
to which it is applied. The same remarks will apply 
to the adjective aionios, which, as Professor Stuart 
remarks in his Essays, p. 39, corresponds in meaning 
with aion, the substantive. 

Thus much I have thought proper to lay before the 
reader with regard to aion and aionios, to show that 
when one assumes that the />roper signification of 
these words is eternity and eternal, he assumes a false 
jM>siiion; that the proper signification of these words is 
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indefinite; and- that consequently whoevet 
asserts that either aion or aienios does in any giy^i 
case apply to endless duration, is bound to support his 
assertion by argument from the connexion or the 
nature of the subject. 

I admit, however, that a word may become gradu- 
ally changed by use^ until it comes to be comm<mly 
^nployed in a sense quite different from its radical 
meaning. If any assert that this was the case with 
aion in the time of the Greek writers of the Scrip- 
tures, that it had then come into use to signify, prop- 
erly, or by its own force, eternity or endless dura-' 
tiany let the assertion be judged by the facts which 
appear in the Scripture use of this word. I have 
examined 351 cases of the use of aion and aianios in 
the Septuagint, which Gompri$e nearly all the cases, of 
their occurrence in the Old Testament. In those cases 
which I have examined, they are rendered by the 
English words ever, forever, everlasting, and eternal. 
In 220 of these cases the words are applied to the 
duration of times, things, and events, in the earth. 
This I think no man^ on examining each case, would 
dispute. In the remaining 131 cases, the words are 
applied to God, his attributes, his praise, the kingdom 
of the Messiah, and of the saints, &c. Thus in nearly 
two thirds of the instances of the use of aion and aio- 
nio8 in the Greek of the Old Testament, they are used 
in application to limited duration of times and things on 
earth. Does this look like these words having come into 
use to signify, by their own force, eternity and eternal? 
Far from it. Their Scripture use is according to their 
radical meaning, duration, or continuance of time, the 
extent of which is to be determined in each case from 
the subject. And in many of the remaii^iu^ ISV a«^»»& 
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©f the use of aion and aionio$ in the CHd Testament, if 
does not appear that the sacred writers in using them 
grasped the idea of eternity. When applied to the 
praise of Grod, and the displays of his goodness, 
though these will continue eternally, it does not ap- 
peaif that the sacred writers by the use of aion meant 
to express anything more than continual, perpetual, or 
from age to age. The phrase, from generation to 
generation, v& sometimes used as a repetition of the 
same idea that had just been expressed by aion, for- 
ever. As in Lam. v. 19, — " Thou, (> Lord, remainest 
forever ; thy throne /rom generation to generation,^ 
Now we may as well argue that th€ phrase, from 
generation to generation, expresses by its own proper 
force eternal duration, because it is applied to the con- 
tinuance of God's throne, as that aion expresses by its 
own proper force eternal duration, because it is ap- 
plied to the continuance of God's existence. And 
with as much propriety might it be said that the pro* 
per signification of the adjective great, is infinite, 
because it is often applied to the Divine Being; 

Because the word aion did not, with the Greek 
writers of the Scriptures, properly signify eternity, 
they would frequently repeat the word, when they 
would express great extent of duration, and some- 
times in the plural number, and add in some cases 
the adverb eti, which signifies yet, still, or farther. 
As in Ex. xiv. 18,^ — "The Lord shall reign {ton 
aiona, kai ep aiona, kai eti) age upon age, or forever 
and ever, and farther." And Daji. xii. 3, — " They 
shall shine as the stars {eis ton aiona, kai et%) to the 
age, or forever, and farther." And Micah iv. 6, — 
" We will walk in the name of the Lord our God, {eis 
ion aion, kai epekeina,) forever, and beyond it.^! Now 
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to substitute the word eternity for aian, in such eases, 
reading from eternity to eternity^ and farther^ would 
make perfect nonsense. The Scripture writers ex- 
press the idea of Ood-s eternity^ hy differ^it methods, 
speaking of him as self-existent, inrnwrtal, unchange- 
able, of tohose years there shail be no end, &c. And so 
is the endless continuance of the future state of human 
existence in purity and happiness expressed, by its 
immortality, incorruptibility, spirituality, heavenli- 
ness ; (1 Cor. xV. 42- — 4Q ;) by the saying that they 
shall die no more, (Luke xx. 36 ;) and shall be made 
alive in and with him who is made after the power of 
akaiahUos, endless or indissoluble life, (Heb. vii. 16.) 
But it has been sufficiently shown that this idea of 
God's eternity, and the endless continuance of the 
future happy existence of men, is not expressed by the 
natural force of the words aix}n and aionios. The 
word (Honios therefore, connected with the punish" 
ment of the tricked, is not the least proof of its endless 
duration. Neither in the nature and design of punii^- 
ment, is there any thing from which you can argue its 
unlimited duration. Even the reverse is shown in the 
first section of this chapter. There are frequent men- 
tions made in the Scriptures of cases in which God had 
then, already, judged and punished the wicked ac- 
cording to their doings, even according to aU their 
abominations.^ It is manifest, therefore, that the ptm- 
ishing of the wicked according to their doings is not 
an endless, an unlimited work ; and the word aioHios 
cannot make it so. But if one asserts that there is an 
unlimited punii^ment, and that any particular passage 
speaks of it, this must be made out, not from the word 

P Ps. ix. 4 ; Izxvi. 8, 9. Isa. xl. 2. Blzek. tu. 8 ; xxxvi. 19. 
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ojonio^, but by sbowing that the given passage speaks 
of the future and final condition of mankind. 

But this, judging from what has been, I think none 
will undertake. After all the concessions in relation to 
the literal meaning and various uses of the word, when 
the attempt is made to prove the eternity of punish- 
ment, the reliance is found to be placed upon the mere 
force of the word aionios (everlasting or eternal) 
itself No effort is made, because there is no ground 
of success, to prove by arguments independent of the 
disputed word, that the subject of discourse in the 
given case is man's immortal and final state. But no- 
thing can be more conclusively settled than is the 
position that the natural force of aionios cannot prove 
that to be endless, which is in its very nature limited. 

With regard to the legal covenant by Moses, on 
whose penalties we have been treating, it in no case 
employs the word aionios in application to punishment, 
unless we may regard in this light a few cases like 
the following : (Ex. xxi. 5, 6:) "And if the servant 
(when entitled to freedom x)n the seventh year) shall 
plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my chil- 
dren, I will not go out free; then his master shall 
bring him unto the judges, and his master shall bore 
his ear through with an awl, and he shall serve him 
foreverJ^ This everlasting servipe may be deemed by 
some a punii^hment for the servant's refusal to accept 
his freedom, but it is not endless. 

An examination of the principal cases of "the use of 
aionios in relation to punishment, in other parts of the 
Bible, will most admirably confirm the view which 
we have now taken of both the radical and Scriptural 
meaning of the word before us. But this examina- 
tioiif ai^d likewise additional instruction on the legal 
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penalties, will be embraced in the following chapter, 
on the subject of judgment. 

In concluding this chapter, I will ask the reader to 
"hold fast" the important sentiment which it estab- 
lishes, and bear it along with him as he investigates 
the different parts of the complete Compend of Divin- 
ity. We have found the penalties to harmonize in 
spirit and purpose with the purpose of the law, which 
God instituted in love for the good of his children, — 
adapted, not to thwart, but to promote the design of 
the Supreme Legislator, in subjecting his moral crea- 
tures to established rules of health and happiness. 
We have seen also that no Scripture word, descriptive 
of, or qualifying punishment, throws any shade of 
darkness over this beautiful light of the subject. Thus 
is Jehovah honored as LAW-GIVER ; — ^and shall he 
not be equally honored as JUDGE? Come and see. 


CHAPTER VI. 


JUDGMENT. 


"For all his ways are judgment."* 

No reasonable person can feel indifferent with regard 
to the judgment of that almighty Ruler, to whom we 
are all accountable, and whose government disposes of 
us. Perhaps no word has been more abused in its ap- 
plication, than has the word judgment in the Scrip- 
tures, in its popular use by modern theologians. 
Rather than being understood of those wise decisions 
of God, by which his government is in all things 
directed for the wholesome discipline and ultimate sub- 
jection of his nioral universe^ it has been applied to % 
supposed future grand assemblage of the human race, 
to hegcr at once an arbitrary sentence, pronouncing 
their final doom. So familiar has been this applica- 
tion of the word judgment in its theological use, that 
most persons, at the mere sound of the word, are car- 
ried in their thoughts to such an assemblage of all 
mankind, receiving their final sentence. 

But we are persuaded that this view of the judg- 
ment of God does not redound to the praise of his 
glory. It does not represent him as the governor of 
mankind for their good. We are satisfied that by a 
careful attention to the Scriptures, we shall find this 
subject presented in a more pleasing and profitable 
light. We shall be presented with that adorable view 
of the wisdom and goodness of God in his moral gov- 
ernment, which will inspire us with confidence and 
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love towards him, and a filial reverential fear before 
him. 

We are informed concerning God, in the words of 
inspiration which head this chapter, that ''all his 
ways are judgment." The original word which is 
here rendered judgment, and from which the word 
judgment generally comes in the Scriptures, signifies, 
in its most literal definition, light, discernment, and cfe- 
eisian. From tlie same root comes the Latin cemo, to 
discern or see. With God, therefore, judgment is a 
discernment and decision of what is right. It is 
sometimes used to express his discernment and decision 
(^ what is right in general; sometimes, his discern- 
ment and decision of what is right in particular 
cases ; and not unfrequently it signifies the execution 
of these Divine decisions. In the words, ''all his 
ways^ are judgment," the sentiment expressed is, that 
all the ways and works of God proceed upon a wise 
and just decision of what is good and right. 

But we shall not attempt at present to examine the 
judgment of God in aU his ways. It must suffice for 
the labors of this chapter, to consider the judgment ot 
God in the ways of his government and discipline over 
his intelligent and moral creatures. 

I. The first step in the estabhshment of a moral 
government over mankind, was the giving to them 
of suitable laws. And though this work of God is not 
usually designated in the Scriptures by the term judg- 
ment, yetuhis is one of the "ways" of God, which 
required and received the direction of true and perfect 
judgment. If laws had been given without a right dis- 
cernment and decision, they might have been unsuited 
to the constitution, the capacity, the wants cmd cir- 
cumstances of mankind. But God has wiae\7 adi^^X^ 
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his laws to Ibo ccmstitution ci his creatiiYos, iix tite 
promotion of their happiness. He did not give laws 
to his creatures for his own benefit ; nor was it either 
for their injury, or fctf mere sport ; but it was for their 
good. He knew man, he knew his capacities and 
wants; for he created him. And he failed not to 
institute such laws as evince the perfection of his 
judgment. 

Hence David sang in those strains of grateful praise, 
which we transcribed into the preceding chapter; 
** The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul ; 
fte testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing 
the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enli^tening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, 
enduring forever ; the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they 
than g(ddy yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also 
than honey, and the honey-comb. Moreover by them 
is thy servant warned, and in keeping of them there 
is great reward.*'* And the wisdom of God says to 
the children of men, " My son, forget not my law; 
but let titiine heart keep my commandments ; for 
length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they 
add to thee. Let not mercy and truth forsake thee; 
bind them About thy neck ; write them upon the tablet 
of thine heart: so shalt thou find favor, and good un- 
derstanding in the sight of God and man."* Again, 
** Great peace have they that love thy law, and no- 
thing shall offend them.'"* 

A good understanding of this subject is of indis- 
pensable importance to the moral health of the com- 
munity. There are many, mcludifig even some pro- 

* A. Jdx. 7—11. e ProT. iii. \— 4. * P«. cxix. 166. 
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fessors of religioii, who seem to imagine that the law 
of God is an arbitrary rule, imposing restraints and 
penances, which are inconsistent with their best earthly 
enjoyment. Of what exceeding value would it be 
to them to know, that the laws of God respect 
solely the moral and physical health and happiness 
of men. Then would they say, in the language of the 
Psalmist, "I hate and abhor lying; but thy law do I 
love." 

II. I will, in the second place, bring to view, in its 
Scripture light, the judgment of God, in relation to 
discipline, or to the execution of rewards and punii^- 
ments on men according to their treatment of the law. 
It is to this operation of the Divine government that 
the word judgment is most commonly applied in the 
Scriptures, when used in relation to the ways of God* 
And I expect to show that the judgment of God in this 
respect, is not the mere pronunciation of an arbitrary 
sentence on the human race at the end of time, but 
that it is an ever operative branch of tlie Divine gov- 
emmeilt, taking continual cognizance of the actions of 
men, deciding and executing what is right in relation 
to every man's deserts. 

If we suppose that God permits men to sin without 
a retribution in the present life, and that in the future 
world he will execute a judgment which shall shut 
the door of reformation and of mercy against millions 
of his creatutes, and doom them to wickedness and woe 
forever, — we thus ascribe to God a judgment which 
is in opposition to the spirit <rf his law. For we have 
seen that he gave his children laws in love, having no 
design therein but their good. Therefore the retribu- 
tive judgment of God, which is according to the spirit 
of his law, will emplov no penalty ox p\m\s\xm«fiX>a^ 
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what is coBsi^Mit with a regard to the good of man* 
kind. 

Indeed, the retributive judgment of God is the dis* 
cernment of human de^rt, and the execution of the 
awards provided in the law. Therefore we shall not 
find ki the Scripture records of judgment, the revela- 
tion of any new principle of retribution, but of the 
execution, the carrying into effect, of the provisions of 
the law, with regard to the recompense of human 
doings. Consequently the subject of this chapter is 
but the carrying out of the principles unbraced in the 
two preceding, on the Law and its Penalties. The 
LAW, the PENALTIES, and the JUDGMENT, will 
be found to constitute three connected links in that 
gold^ diain of "CHRISTIAN DIVINITY," which, 
encircUng the intelligent creation, is fastened to ib» 
throne of Grod. 

I have said that the retributive judgment of God 
is not the mere passing of an arbitrary sentence on the 
human race at the end of time, but that it is an ever 
operative branch of the Divine government, continu- 
ally taking cognizance of the actions of men, deciding 
and executing what is right in relaticm to every man's 
deserts. In support of this position we have the full 
and lucid evidence of Scripture. See the commence- 
ment of this administration of judgment, with the 
commencement of God's exercise of his moral gov- 
ernment over his children. To the first pair of our 
race, God delivered his law, which they soon trans- 
gressed. The law threatened, as its penalty in case 
of disobedience, an evil which is expressed, in the 
record, by the appellation death, to be suffered by 
them on the day in which they should transgress. 
And on the same day wheii they had contracted the 
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gttilt-of sin; the judgment was set, the accoant was 
opened, and sentence was pronounced in accordance 
with the law. And there was no evil here embraced, 
either in the previous threatening of the law, or in the 
subsequent award of the judgment, that extended far- 
ther than to the time when they should ^^ return unto 
the dust."* 

We will pass on to the case of that heinous sinner, 
that first murderer, Cain. When he had wickedly slain 
his brother, his Maker and Lawgiver called him to 
judgment. The Judge said unto the criminal, "What 
hast thou done? The voice of thy brother's blood 
crieth unto me from the ground." Thus he is pro- 
nounced guilty of the crime. And here follows the 
sentence : " And now art thou cursed from the earth, 
which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy hand. When thou tillest the ground 
it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength. 
A fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be on the 
earth." ^ This was not a mere prelude to a punish- 
ment. It was not the doing of an inferior court, bind- 
ing over to a future judgment for the same offence. It 
was Cain's full and final judgm^it for that crime; 
and it caused him to cry out in the anguish of his 
soul, " My punishment is greater than I can bear." 

Passing a little further on in the sacred record, we 
come to the judgment of the old world, which was 
drowned by the waters of a flood. " And God said 
unto Noah, the end of all flesh is come before me ; for 
the earth is filled with violence, through them; and 
behold, I will destroy them from the earth."* Ac- 
cordingly the Lord brought a flood upon the face of 
the earth, which destroyed all flesh, except Noah and 

• Gen. iii. 16— X 9. 'Gen. iv. 9—12, « C3ieii.'^\. \^ 
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them that were with him in the ai^^ In this case oi 
judgment, the crime proyed is the general depravity 
of the inhabitants of the world; the sentence pro- 
nounced and executed, is, their destruction from the 
earth ; and the object seems to be the putting of a stop 
to this prevailing wickedness, and the purification of 
the earth, to make it a better residence for other gene- 
rations who should come. 

Further ou, our attention is arrested by flie narra- 
tive of God's judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the cities of the plain. The angels of the Lord 
warned Lot to escape with his family from the city of 
Sodom, saying, " For we will destroy this place, because 
the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the 
Lord, and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it." " Then 
the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven. And 
he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all 
the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew 
upon the ground."^ Because the desolation effected 
by this fire was designed to be perpetual, at least for 
many ages, St. Jude calls it aienion fijre. He speaks of 
Sodom and Gomorrah as being set forth for an exam- 
ple to others, ' ■ suffering the vengeance ofaionian fire." * 
And what Jude calls the vengeance of aionion fire, 
St. Peter, bringing the case forward for an example, in 
the same manner, expresses by their being turned into 
aslies, and condemned to an overthrow : " And turning 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, con- 
demned them with an overthrow, making them an en- 
sample unto them that after should live ungodly." ^ 

Again, with regard to the retributive judgment of 
God, he said unto Abraham, " Know of a surety that 

^Qm, xix. 13, 24, 25. ^ Jude 7. J 2 Pet. ii. 6. 
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thy seed shall be a stranger in a latid that is not theirs, 
and shall serve them ; and they shall afflict them four 
hundred years. And also, that nation whom they 
shall serve, will I judge; and afterwards shall they 
come out with great substance*'"" This judgment, ac- 
cording to the word of God to Abraham, was indeed 
executed on Egypt, when God, with a mighty hand, 
delivered the Hebrews from iron bondage there. And 
if we trace the history of the dealings of God with his 
chosen . people, the Hebrews, subsequently to their 
departure out of Egypt, we shall perceive that he 
kept up the administration of his moral government 
by the exercise of an operative judgment He did not 
leave them, nor indeed this whole wide world of moral 
beings, without a judgment. From day to day, from 
week to week, and from year to year, he gave them 
demonstrative proof of what the' Scriptures declare, 
that " Verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth,"* 
and that '^ The righteous shall be recompensed in the 
earth ; much more the wicked and the sinner." *" 

In the legal covenant which God gave to the people 
by Moses, embracing the moral law which had been 
in subst^mce communicated to all generations from the 
beginning, with the addition of a ceremonial institu- 
tion, he announced all the evils to which they might 
by sin be subjected on the score of punishment, as 
well as all the blessings to which they might be en- 
titled by their virtue, on the score of just and merited 
reward. For a^ full exposition of this subject, the 
reader is referred to the preceding chapter. 

With regard to the teachings and warnings of the 
prophets concerning the retributive judgment of God, 
they are all founded on the principles of the Divine 

MQfOk, XT. 13. JPS. Iviii. 11. •Prov. ». »\. 
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laws b^re given ^ through the patriarchs, and Moses. 
Their teachings and warnings on this subject are in 
unison with those of the patriarchs and of Moses, pre- 
senting the continued exercise of judgment, as a part 
of the ever active government of God, over his moral 
and accountable creatures. Solomon, in his prayer at 
the dedication of the temple, uttered this petition : " If 
any man trespass against his neighbor, and an oath 
be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the oath 
come before thine altar in this house, then hear 
thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, 
condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon his 
head; and justifying the righteous, to give him ac- 
cording to his righteousness." ° Hence we perceive 
that Solomon's praying was in accordance with his 
preaching. When he prayed that God would judge 
the righteous and the wicked, to bring upon each the 
just recompense of his doings, his prayer was in - 
agreement with what he faithfully preached ; as, for 
instance, in the passage before quoted, " Behold, the 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth, much 
more the wicked and the sinner." 

David, speaking of the then present and continued 
operation of the government of God, said, ** Also unto 
thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy, for thou renderest 
unto every man according to his work." " And again, 
"God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with 
the wicked every day." ^ This judgment and anger 
of the Lord are spoken of as being exercised simulta- 
neously, and not as being put off to the end of time. 
It was in operation every day. The words, " with the 
wicked," in this passage, are added by the translators ; 
but the succeeding context seems to require the supply 

« i KingM Tlii. 81, 32. • Pft. Ixii. 12. pPi. Til. u. 


0[ these words, in order to express the full sense of the 
text. The anger of the Lord is the ardor and condemna- 
tory operation of his government against the wicked ; 
and this, forget it not, is every day. The same writer 
says again, * * The Lord is known by the judgment which 
he executeth."** Not that he shall never be known 
until time is lost in the bosom of eternity, because he 
^all never till then execute judgment: ** The Lord is 
known by the judgment which he execuiethf^ for, it is 
added, ** The wicked is snared in the work of his own 
hands." This was one means by which he executed 
judgment upon them ; it was by snaring them in their 
own evils. It is not admitted by all, that those evils 
which men suflEer, in consequence of sin, by and from 
their own iniquity, are punishments proceeding from 
the juC^ment of God. But we discover from the 
Scriptures that they are of that character. It was 
with reference to those very evils on sinners that the 
Psalmist said, " The Lord is known by the judgment 
which he executeth." He has wisely inwrought a 
law in the moral and physical constitution of man, 
and of the world we inhabit, by means of which he 
executes punishments on transgressors. Accordingly, 
it is said in Prov. v. 22, " His own iniquities shall 
take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with 
the cords of his sins." And Jer. ii. 19, "Thine own 
wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings 
shall reprove thee." 

We might continue our quotations from the Old 
Testament to a great length, in direct support of the 
position we have assumed, with regard to the present 
and continual operation of the retributive judgment of 

•jP». ix. 16. . 
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God. But a few more quotations must suffice. DaTid, 
in relation to the judgment of God aflfecting his own 
case, said, "For thou hast maintained my right and 
my cause; thou sattest in the throne, judging right' 
And in prayer he said, " Lift up thyself, thou Judge 
of the earth ; render a rfeward to the proud." ■ And 
with reference to -the redemption of Israel, when the 
Egyptians were cut off, he sang, " Thou didst cause 
judgment to be heard from heaven; the -earth feared, 
and was still; when God arose to. judgment, to save 
all the meek of the earth." * 

By the prophet Ezekiel, the Lord said of his trans- 
gressing people, " Arid I scattered them among the 
heathen ; * * * * according to their way, and ac- 
cording to their doings I judged them." " And address- 
ing Israel concerning punishments which were about 
to be executed upon them, he said by the same pro- 
phet, " Now will I shortly pour out my fury upon 
thee, and accomplish mine anger upon thee; and I 
will judge thee according to thy ways, and will recom- 
pense thee for all thine abominations." ^ And the 
context informs us that the means by which this judg- 
ment should be executed upon them, lo recompense 
them for all their abominations, were "the sword 
without, and the pestilence and famine within." It 
was not in part, that the judgment of God on earth 
should recompense them; it was for all their sins. 
And this infliction of evil upon that people was not a 
mere prelude, a slight indication of what should be, of 
the execution of wrath upon them. It was the cuxom- 
pliskmentj the recompense in fuU, of the penal suffer- 
ings to which they were justly obnoxious. " I will 
accomplish mine anger upon thee." 

'Ps. jx. 4. • Ps. xcW . ^ t Ps. iixri. 9. 
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In full confirmation of the view, which we hare 
now taken of the subject before us, as it is presented 
in the Old Testament Scriptures, St. Paul, the faith- 
ful apostle of Christ, adds the following conclusive 
testimony: "For if the word spoken by angels was 
steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience 
received a just recompense of reward; how shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation ; which at the 
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was con- 
firmed unto us by them that heard him 7" * By " the 
word spoken by angels," St. Paul meant the law ; for 
he was here drawing a comparison between the law and 
gospel. And Stephen said, in his address to the Jews, 
that they had "received the law by .the disposition of 
angels, and had not kept if* St. Paul likewise said 
to the Galatians, that " the law was ordained by angels 
in the hand of a mediator."^ And every transgression 
of tfie law received a just recompense of reward. All 
the people, for every transgression and disobedience, 
received a just recompense of reward, through the 
righteous administration of the judgment of him, who 
" searcheth the heart and trieth the reins, even to give 
every man according to his ways." It follows, hence, 
as a conclusion which we cannot avoid, even if we 
would, that it is not the manner of the Divine govern- 
ment, at least, that it was not in those former ages, to 
put oflF to the future world, either in all or in part, the 
judgment of men for their deeds on earth. There 
was no lack of justice in God's government of his 
family. They received ^just recompense of reward. 

III. Under the preceding head we have brought to 
view, in its Scriptural light, the judgment of God, in 
relation to discipline, or to the execution of rewards 

•' ffeh. u. 2,3. ' X Acts Yii. 63. y Gil. m. \^. 
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and punishments on men, according to their treatment 
of the Divine law. The same judgment will be the 
principal subject of this third division ; but we shall 
here discuss GodPs judgment of the world by Jesus 
Christ ; and chiefly as it is presented in the New Tes- 
tament. 

The holy prophets had spoken beforehand concern- 
ing the judgment of Christ. Isaiah had said, in evan- 
gelical prophecy, " Behold my servant whom I uphold, 
mine elect in whom my soul delighteth ; I have put 
my spirit upon him, and he shall bring forth judg- 
ment to the Gentiles. * * A bruised reed shall he not 
break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench ; he 
shall bring forth judgment unto truth." (The evan- 
gelist quotes it thus : '* He shall bring forth judgment 
unto victory.") "He shall not fail nor be discour- 
aged, till he have set judgment in the earth; and the 
isles shall wait for his law."" It appears that the 
word judgment is here used for Christ's government 
or kingdom. When he should set judgment in the 
earth, the isles should wait for his law. That is, they 
should wait for the law of truth and love, which his 
judgment, his government or kingdom, would admin- 
ister. And in the preceding phrase, "He shall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles," ihe meaning seems to 
be, that he should extend to the Gentiles the benefits 
of his kingdom. The nature and operation of this 
government or kingdom of Messiah is learned by read- 
ing onwards. " Thus saith God, the Lord, * * I the 
Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand and will keep thee, and give thee for a cov- 
enant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles ; to open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 

« In. ilii. 1—4. 
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prison, and tbem that sit in darkness out of the prison- 
house." It is hence seen that the judgment of Christ 
here spoken of, is a kingdom of light, truth and love, 
the influence of which delivers the human mind from 
the prison of darkness, sin and death. 

This judgment of Christ was again spoken of by 
the same prophet, as follows : '^ And there shall come 
forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots. And the spirit of th^ 
Lord shall rest upon him, "^ * and shall make him 
quick of understanding in the fear of the Lord ; and he 
shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither re- 
prove after the hearing of his ears : but with right- 
eousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with 
equity for the meek of the earth ; and he shall smite 
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked." "^ Then 
follows a poetic description of the blessed and happy 
efiects of this execution of the judgment of Christ, in 
smiting and slaying the wicked : " The wolf also shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid ; and the calf, and the young lion, and 
the fatling together; and a little child shall lead 
them." Such is the prophet's poetic description of 
the loveliness and gentleness of the moral world, to be 
eflfected by the judgment or kingdom of Jesus. Christ. 
It is, perhaps, the prevailing sentiment in the pop- 
ular theology of our day, that when Christ shall sit 
upon the throne of his glory to judge the children 
of men, the execution of his judgment will bar the 
door of reformation forever, and doom all sinners to 
a hardened and irrecoverable state of sin and woe. 
But such a judgment the wisdom of heaven has 

• Isa. jri. 1—4. 
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never planned, not will Christ ever execute it All 
the judgments of God are designed to efiect some 
change for good. The execution erf the judgment of 
Christ, as we have seen, instead of sealing forever the 
eyes of the blmd, and barring the prison-doors of 
sinners, is designed to open the blind eyes, to break 
open the prison -doors, and to bring out the prisoners 
from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of 
tfce prison-house. Instead of ordering that sinners 
shall eternally continue in sin, it will smite and slay 
the wicked, so that the most stubborn and liourlike 
spirits of rebellion shall be subdued into the submissive 
gentleness of the peaceful lamb. 

After speaking, as above quoted, of the judgment 
that was to be exercised by the righteous branch 
which should spring forth from the root of Jessej 
the prophet adds, " And in that day there shall be a 
root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the 
people ; to it shall the Gentiles seek ; and his rest shall 
be glorious." To (he same day, and to the same judg^ 
ment, St. Paul seems to have had reference, when, in 
his address to the Athenians, he said : ^^ And the times 
of this ignorance God winked at ; but now command- 
eth all men everywhere to repent; because he hath 
appointed a day in the which he will judge the world 
in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained ; 
whereof he hadi given assurance unto all men, in that 
he hath raised him from the dead."** We are aware 
diat many have understood this to speak of a judg- 
ment in the future world, which shall decide the eter- 
nal states of men according to their characters on earth. 
But this would make entirely without sense, the reason 
which the apostle assigns why the ministry of repent- 
ance should now. more than in former ages, be sent 

*» Acts rviV. 30, ^\, 


nnto all men. If he q^oke of a judgmeot in the nn-< 
seen worid, by which the final states of all men of all 
ages are to be determined according to their conduct 
on the earth, how should this fact be a reason why all 
men, Gaitiles as well as Jews, should have the minis- 
try of repentance now^ more than in the former ages? 
That would be no reason for such a diflference. But 
understanding this language of the apostle to refer to 
the same judgment, and the same day, or dispensa- 
tion of judgment, of which the prophet spake in the 
instances we have quoted, the whole appears consist- " 
ent. The former times of ignorance with the Gentile 
nations, God winked at, or suffered to remain. The 
idea is expressed in Acts xiv. 16, in other words, thus, 
— " Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in 
their own ways." The revelations of God in former 
times extended not unto the Gentiles. But God had 
appointed a d^ispensation, called here, as in the pro- 
phet, a doy, in which he would set up, by Christ 
Jesus, a judgment or kingdom of light and truth, 
which should be calculated to extend its benefits to all 
nations, Gentiles as well as Jews. He should bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles. In the fulness of the 
appointed time, Christ Jesus came, and established his 
judgment in the world. This appointed dispensation 
of Christ's kingdom and judgment had commenced in 
St. PauVs time; and this was certainly a good reason 
why the ministry of it, calling on men to repent, or 
turn themselves to the reception of its saving benefits, 
should then be extended to all men. Gentiles as well 
as Jews, — ^to them who were afar off, as well as to 
them who were nigh. We think it likely, from the 
similarity of expression, that St. Paul had in his mind 
the passage above quoted from the ptophfit^ ^j\:ifiKv\v% 
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addressed this to the Athenians. For, like the pro- 
phet, he speaks of the judgment of Christy and of hi& 
''judging in righteousness," and calls the time of his 
judging " a day." And in speaking of the propriety of 
calling, at that time, on all men everywhere to repent, 
the apostle probably had his mind on the prophet's 
saying, that in that day he should stand as an ensign 
to the people, unto which " the Gentiles should seek." 
And that the judgment of Christ spoken of in the pas- 
sages which we have quoted from the prophet, is his 
kingdom, which commenced on earth at the close of 
the Jewish dispensation, is rendered further apparent 
by St. Matthew, in the application which he m^kes, in 
his Gospel, of one of these prophetic sayings: (Matt. xii. 
14,) — " Then the Pharisees went out and held a council 
against him how they might destroy him. But when 
Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence ; and 
great multitudes followed him, and he healed them 
all ; and charged them that they should not make him 
known : that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by Esaias the prophet, saying, Behold my servant, 
whom I have chosen ; my beloved, in whom my soul 
is well pleased : I will put my spirit upon him, and he 
shall show judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not 
strive, nor cry ; neither shall any man hear bis voice 
in the streets. A bruised reed shall he not break, 
and the smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send 
forth judgment unto victory. And in his name shall 
the Gentiles trust" 

But in the day or dispensation of the judgment or 
government of the world by Jesus Christ, there is also 
a retributive judgment, as well as under the former 
dispensation. St Paul testifies, that '^ God will render 
to every man according (o his deeds ; to them whp, 
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by patient continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, 

and honor, and immortality, [literally incorruptness,] 

eternal life ; but unto them that are contentious, and 

do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 

indignation and wrath ; tribulation and anguish upon 

every soul of man that doeth evil ; but glory, honor, 

and peace, to every man that worketh good; to the 

Jew first, and also to the Gentile; for there is no 

respect of persons with God. For as many as have 

sinned without law, [i, e, without the written law,] 

shall also perish without law ; and as many as have 

sinned in the law, shall be judged by the law, * * in 

the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by 

Jesus Christ, according to my gospel."* It is hence 

perceived that the judgment of God, in its cognizance 

of the moral actions of men, is the same now, under 

the reign of Jesus Christ by his gospel, that it was 

i under the reign of the patriarchs, and of Moses and 

I the prophets, by their inspired teachings. Then, 

every work was brought into judgment, and every 

I secret thing, and there was verily " a reward to the 

I righteous,' V and ** every transgression received a just 

1 recompense of reward.'^ And so it is now, when God 

' judges the works, and even the "secret things'' of 

[ men, by Jesus Christ. He will render to every man 

according to his deeds. He will award tribulation 

and anguish to every one that doeth evil ; and glory, 

honor, and peace, to every one that doeth good. 

God's judgment, under the Christian dispensation, 
is administered on the same principle on which it was 
conducted in former ages, it bemg according to men's 
deserts ; varying in its awards, of course, according 
to the different degrees of guilt : as St. Paul said va. 

'Rom. ii, 6—16. 
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his address to the Hebrews, which we have noticed, 
"If the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and 
every transgression received a just recompense of 
reward; how shall We escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard him." This great salvation is the record of 
truth and grace spoken by Christ and his witnesses, 
and confirmed by signs and wonders. And the idea 
expressed in this place is, that if the Hebrews should 
neglect and abuse the greater opportunities they en- 
joyed from these more full and mighty proofs of 
truth, they would be recompensed with sorer calam- 
ities than had ever been sufiered by their fathfers ; 
and calamities, too, which they could not escape. 
For if others, who were before them, received a full 
punishment for all their sins, they, for their greater 
sins, could not escape their just, their greater punish- 
ment. He introduces here no new kind of judgment, 
set up in another world, but teaches their responsi- 
bility to the same principle of judgment which had 
fully recompensed others .in the earth, and would 
recompense them with a punishment no more severe 
than in proportion as their guilt was greater. 

Concerning the greater punishment which the He- 
brews should receive in the judgment coming on that 
generation, and which should be especially suflfered 
by any Hebrew Christians who should apostatize, the 
apostle speaks directly in Heb. x. 28 : " He that de- 
spised Moses' law died without mercy, under two or 
three witnesses. Of how much sorer punishment| 
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant, whete'wvXh he was sancti- 
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fled, aa unholy thing, and hath done desfHte unto the 
spirit of graee?" That this relates to a punishment 
which should be administered in the judgment coming 
on that generation, is evident from what precedes the 
passage* The apostle had just exhorted the Hebrews, 
saying, '' Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 
without wavering, for he is faithful that promised; 
and let us consider one another, to {provoke unto love 
and to good works ; not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhort one another ; and so much the more, cts ye see 
the day approaching ;^^ that is, the day of their judg- 
ment or trial. " For if we sin wilfully, after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth) there re*- 
maineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fear- 
ful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries." 

The meaning of the apostle in this place is plain : 
If any of the Hebrews who had received the knowl- 
edge of the truth, should wilfully, or from sinister 
motives, abandon the Christian cause, they would 
feel condemned; and knowing that the sacrifices of 
the Mosaic law were done away in Christ, they could 
no more relieve their consciences by offering these 
legal sacrifices for sin. They would remember the 
teachings and warnings of Christ concerning the great 
distress that jshould come upon their land, and the 
wrath that should devour that people; and they 
would be troubled with a fearful looking for of that 
threatened judgment, and that fiery indignation which 
should devour the adversaries pf the gospel. The 
imnishment administered by that judgment, was in- 
deed a sorer punishment upon the Jews in general^ 
than any which had before been suffered. ¥oi 3^^\x& 
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said concemiiig <^t event, ''Then s&all be ^eat 
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of 
the world to this iimQ, no, nor ever shall be." And 
surely the apostatized Christians, who, in that un- 
heard-of tribulation, had " their portion with the hypo- 
crites,"** were the most miserable of that unhappy 
people. 

This particular instance of judgment, because it 
was designed in its results to fulfil the words of 
Christ, to put down the persecution of his cause, to 
establish and extend his kingdom in the world, and to 
exalt his name in power and glory amxmg men, — was 
called in a special manner the coming of Christ in 
his power and kingdom, and his executing judgment 
from the throne of the Father's glory ; as in Matt. xvi. 
27,^ : " For the Son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father, with his angels } and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works. Verily I 
say unto you, there be some standing here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom." And Matt. xxiv. 30 :^* And 
they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven, with power and great glory. And he shall 
send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together his elect from the four 
winds. * ^ Verily I say unto you, this generation 
shajl not pass, till all these things be fulfilled." And 
having thus fixed the general time of this coming of 
his in judgment, he resumes the mention of the. same 
event, in the last paragraph of the same discourse, to 
give a further description of the attending circum- 
stances : '' When the Son of man* shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he 

dMatt. xxiy. a\,BV. 
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fldt upon the throne of his glory ; and before him shall 
be gathered all nations." The gathering of the peo- 
ple, or of the nations, is a familiar form of expression 
in the Old Testament, to denote the widely prevailing 
effects of such Divine judgments as were the subjects 
of discourse. And as this judgment was designed 
to introduce believers into a renewed and enlarged 
enjoyment of those gospel blessings which are called 
"everlasting life," and to pour upon the unbelieving 
Jews that punishment which the prophet represented 
by "a fire that should not be quenched,"* and "an 
everlasting reproach,"' so Jesus here describes it as 
introducing some into " everlasting life," and others 
into "everlasting punishment."* On the meaning of 
the word everlasting in this case, we need not here 
occupy room to argue, for it was settled in the preced- 
ing chapter. I will here' add, that it is. conceded by 
all that this word, when applied to events of time, is 

I used in a limited sense ; and it is plain that in this 
ease it is applied to a punishment which has been 
executed on the earth. It is no other punishment 

I than what Moses and the prophetis forewarned the 
Jews that they should suffer, if they daould bring to a 

' certain ciisis their moral* corruptness. And surely 

f they did not forewarn the people of any other punish- 
ments than what were comprehended in "all the 
curses of the law." ^ 

The exceeding severity of this particular judgment, 
which was executed at the coming of Christ in the 
end of the Jewish age, is expressed by him in his 
addresses to the cities of Israel, by way of contrasting 
it with the judgmeot of Sodom and Gomorrah, and of 

• Jer. vii. 20 ; xvii. 27. f Jer. xxiii. 40. 

MMtii. JOT. 41, 40. h Deut, jxou W. 
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Other cities: "Woe unto thee, Chorazin! Woe unto thee, 
Bethsaida! for if the mighty works which were done 
in you, had heen done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in dust and ashes. But I say 
unto you, it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. And 
thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 
shall be brought down to hades ; for if the mighty 
works which have been done in thee, had been doue 
in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 
But I say unto you. That it shall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, thaa 
for thee."' We conclude that Jesus did not mean 
here to teach that Sodom, Tyre and Sidon, were to 
be lit^ally judged and punished at some future time, 
because every transgression and disobedience of the 
words spoken by God's messengers in former ages, 
had "received a just recompense of reward." And 
besides, ' that the temporal judgment of Sodom was 
referred to, is evident, in that it prevented that city 
from "continuing unto this day." Jesus was also 
speaking of the temporal destruction of these cities of 
Israel. They had been exalted to heaven, but should 
be cast down to hades. *As their being exalted to 
heaven, was their temporal exaltation in the earth, 
so their reverse of fortune, expressed by being cast 
down to hades, was their temporal destruction. And 
the time of such destruction to any city or nation, is 
called the day of judgment, as it regards them. God is 
said to execute judgment upon them.^ It seems to 
have been the meaning of Jesus in this case, that the 
judgment which should destroy the cities x>{ Israel, 
would be so much more distressing than that which 

' Matt, xi. 21—24. 1 Gen. xv. \4. "aiiOL. ^, ^ \ tlv, ft \ xxr. 17. 
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destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, that in the day of 
judgment on those cities, that which Sodom and 
Gomorrah had suffered would appear light in compar- 
ison. 

The circumstance that the judgment of Sodom, and 
that of the Jewish cities, are presented here in one 
view, by one future tense, has been used as proof that 
a judgment was here spoken of, which was then 
future even in regard to the case of the ancient Sodom- 
ites. But this argument is seen to have no weight, 
when viewed in connexion with the circumstances 
which have now been considered, and the additional 
fact that the prophets had employed the past wicked- 
ness and judgment of Sodom in contrast with the then 
future wickedness and judgment of Israel, and had 
brought them together by the use of but one tense : 
" Thou also which hast judged thy sisters, [Sodom and 
Samaria,] bear thine own shame, for thy sins which 
thou hast committed more abominable than they ; 
they are more righteous than thou.'"" And again, 
"The punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of 
ray people is greater than the punishment of the sin 
of Sodom, overthrown as in a moment and no hands 
stayed on her."^ These writers saw in prophetic 
vision the then future iniquity and punishment of 
Israel, and they looked also upon the then past ini- 
quity and punishment of Sodom, and presented them 
together in contrast by the use of one tense, as living 
cases brought to a present view. Or, if they spoke 
with reference to the then present corruptness and 
wretchedness of Israel in the Babylonish captivity, it 
alters not the fact that the then past punishment of 
Sodom was brought forward, and placed iu oonttasC 

^Ezek: xvj. 62, i Lam. i^ . ^. 
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wkh ihe pnnishment of Israel, by the use of one tense. 
And this is precisely what our Lord did in the place 
above quoted. He took the judgment of Sodom, 
which, though past, yet lived before the people in 
the faithful records which were read every Sabbath- 
day amongst them, and by the use of one tense, he 
presented it in contrast with that judgment on the 
cities of Israel which was then the subject of dis- 
course."* 

Another important passage in relation to the judg- 
ment of Christ is in Hebrews ix. 27. *' And as it is 
appointed unto [the] men once to die, but after this the 
judgment ; so Christ was once offered to bear the sins 
of many; and unto them that look for him shall he 
appear the second time, without sin, [without a sin- 
offering,] unto salvation." 

It appears that its being appointed unto men once to 
die, is used as a figure of Christ's being once offered to 
bear the sins of many. Christ was once offered 1» 
bear the sins of the many, as it is appointed unto men 
once to die. What death, and the death of what men, 
does Paul speak of in this chapter as a figure of the 

m 1^. Hammendj whose prejudices migfht have inclined him to mtke a 
dififerent application of these words of our Lord, was constrained by the 
evidence in the case to explain them as we have in this article. On the 
expression, " It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of 
judgment than for thee," he gives the following paraphrase : "And therefore 
you in all reason are to expect a sadder destruction and vastation, than that 
which befell Sodom and Gomorrah." Bp. Pearce explains this Scripture in 
the same way ; and the opinion of Dr. Clarke preponderates in &vor of the 
same application : 'f Day of judgment," he says, " may either refer to that 
particular time in which God visits for iniquity, or to that great day in 
which he will judge the world by the Lord Jesus Christ. The day of 
Sodom's judgment was that in which it- was destroyed by iSre andbrimstonB 
from heaven. Gen. xix. 24 ; and the day of judgment to Chorazin, Beth- 
saida^ and Capernaum, was the day in which they were destroyed by the 
Romans," See also UhiveraaUst Expositor, Vol. ^. pp^ StT^ 28, 
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dead! of Christ? And what judgtn^it did these men 
enter into after this death, as a figure of Christ's ap- 
pearing the second time without a sin-offering unto 
salvation; or of his entering "into heaven itself, now 
to appear in the presence of God for us 7 " By care- 
fully reading this chapter, you will discover that the 
apostle is making mention of the yearly sacrifices 
made by those men who ministered in the priestly 
office, as figurative of Christ's being once offered for 
the sins of the many. The high priest under the law 
had to die — ^by proxy, or to signify his death by offer- 
ing a sacrifice, once each time of entering into the 
inner court, or place of judgment ; which was once a 
year. After signifying his death for the nation, by 
offering sacrifices for himself and all the people, the 
law directed that the priest should go into the inner 
court with the blood of the sacrifice. And there he 
must " bear the names of the children of Israel in the 
breast-plate of judgment;" and "bear the judgment 
of the children of Israel upon his heart." But this 
going into " the judgment," bearing the judgment of 
the people in the breast-plate upon his heart, could 
not be until after he had slain his sacrifice, or died by 
proxy, in the outer court. (See Lev. xvi. and Ex. 
xxviii.) Then the judgTnent of the holy place was the 
redemption of the people. 

But "Christ is not entered into the holy places made 
with hands, which are the figures of the true," says ' 
our apostle, " but into heaven itself, now to appear in 
the presence of God for us : nor yet that he should 
offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the 
holy place every year with blood of others ; for th«i 
must he often have suffered since the foundation of 

the world; hut now once, in the end of lYie NffoiVdi^ 
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(age,) hath he sqppeared, to put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of himself. "And as it is appointed," — observe 
the connexion, — ^^And 09 it is appointed unto men," 
the men, it reads in the original ; i. e. the men who 
ministered in the priestly office, "once to die," or 
signify their death by their sacrifice, " and after this 
the judgment," i. e. after this they could go into the 
place of judgment, or holy place, and obtain the as- 
surance of the temporal salvation of the people; "so 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many ; and 
unto them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time," or in his risen state of glory, in his judg- 
ment, " without a sin-offering unto salvation." 

No subject could be rendered more plain than the 
connexion renders this. It does not appear that Paul 
had any reference here to the natural death of all 
men, and a judgment for trial and retribution after 
that. And even if he had, it would fall infinitely 
short of proving that the retribution is what our oppos- 
ers assert. But he who candidly reads the whole of 
this chapter, will clearly see that the apostle speaks 
of the sacrifices of the priests under the law, and their 
afterwards entering into^ the judgment or holy place, 
as figurative of Christ- s being once offered, and after- 
wards entering into his kingdom and glory, at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 

From the facts above noticed, it will be seen that 
the word judgment in this case does not directly refer 
to Christ, but to the holy place into whidi the high 
priest entered once a year, after dying in the sacrifice 
in the outer court. And the judgment of Christ, of 
which this is introduced as a figure, is to be undCT- 
stood in the more comprehensive sense of his kingdom^ 
ait ia the prophetic Scriptures before referred to. 
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S#. Pdut, m 2 Gar. t. 10, testifies of our amena- 
bility to the judgment of Christ, iti the following im- 
pressive language : — *' For we must all appear before 
the judgment-seat of Christ, that every one may re- 
ceive the things in body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad." * 

We omit in this quotation the word done, which was 
supplied by the translators, because it encumbers the 
sense. Reading as it correctly does from the original, 
it distinctly testifies of a present judgment and retri- 
bution. The subject of the apostle in this coimexion is 
that of our accoimtability to the authority of Christ, now 
and ever. In the preceding verse he says, " Where- 
fore we labor, that, whether present or absent, (or, 
as the general subject explains bis meaning, whether 
in this life or anotber,) we may be accepted of him." 
TTie idea is, that it is not alone for acceptance in an- 
other life that we are laboring ; happiness is as valua- 
ble now as ever. We are God's moral, accountable 
children, and it is only by living the life and receiving 
the approbation of our blessed Master, that we can be 
said truly to live. Yes, even now we are amenable to 
Christ the Lord. We must all appear (jpapegfod^vm^ be 
manifest) before the judgment-seat of Christ, that every 
one may receive the things (here) in the body, su^cord- 
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 
If this were forced to such an application as to make 
it testify of distinct and final retributions, and endless, 
too, in the future world, for the deeds of men on earth, 
it would require that those who have done some good 
and some evil on earth, as most men have, shall be 
both rewarded and punished, blessed and cursed, made 
happy and miserable, to all eternity ! For the testi- 

* To the same purport is Rom. jdy. 10. 
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mony is, fliat every one shall reeeiye according to that 
he bath done, whether it be good or bad. But in the 
light in which this passage, with its context, now 
stands, the sentiment is beautifully consistent. It ia 
the same as that which has been quoted from the pro- 
phet, (Elzek. xviii.,) teaching that the sinner shall die, 
or suffer the condemnation of the law, in his sins ; but 
that if he will turn from his iniquities and do that 
which is lawful and right, m his righteousness that he 
doeth he shall lire.* Thus is every man made to re- . 
ceive according to his deeds, good or bad. 

There is another important idea in this Scripture 
doctrine concerning the judgment of Christ. It places 
his judgmeni'Seai in his kingdom. It makes Christ 
the Judge while he is the Ruler, and his judgment a 
cooperative branch of his kingdom. So it should be. 
Who ever heard of a government without a judgment, 
— ^putting the judgment off till the government shall 
have ended? What good father has a family govern- 
ment without a judgment, deferring all judgment and 
discipline till he shall have lost his government? None. 
The parental judgment is a cooperative branch of the 
family government.- Yet many have believed that the 
judgment of Christ is to be postponed until his king- 
dom is given up. Such views are the blackness of 
darkness. They find no favor from the Word of 
God. From this source we have learned, that when 
God commenced the exercisQ of his moral government 
over his children, he commenced the administration 
of his judgment In every age he ^'searcheth the 
heart, and trieth the reins, even to give every man ac- 
cording to his ways." (Jer. xvii. 10.) In these latter 
days he exerciseth judgment by Jesus Christ. The 
judgment of Christ is, as we have seen, in its most 


IVDONSNT. 141 

comprehensive sense, synonymous with his kingdom. 
*In the more restricted sense, applying to discernment 
of character and execution of penalties, it is an ever 
active branch of his government, concurring to the great 
consummation, when he shall resign his kingdom to 
the Father, having subdued all things unto himself. 

It is needless to multiply quotations from the Scrips 
tures in relation to our general subject. We have 
already carried our examination of the Scriptures to a 
sufficient extent, to ascertain with satisfactory clear- 
ness, that this world of moral creatures is not left with- 
out a Divine judgment, and without a Supreme Judge ; 
but that the Lord '^ is a God that judgeth in the earth," 
and that he '^rendereth unto every man according to 
his works ;" that he is the Judge while he is the Gov- 
ernor of the world ; that he commenced an operative 
system of judgment when he commenced the exercise 
of his government over his moral creatures ; in short, 
that a retributive judgment,* rendering to accountable 
creatures according to their deserts^ is a perpetual and 
cooperative branch of the Divine government. 

Most of the passages which we have quoted on the 
subject of retributive judgment, relate to external and 
visible judgments cm particular people, executed at 
sundry times and in divers manners. But these bear 
fully on the question of the perfect subjection of the 
inhabitants of earth to the righteous judgment of God ; 
for these executions of visible punishment are repre- 
sented as filling up the measure of retribution, accord- 
ing to that of demerit in the people. There is also a 
constant operation of Divine judgment, meting out 
rewards and punishments to mankind, by the admin- 
istration of internal happiness or misery according to 
their characters. The Scriptures do not abo\iiid\!!a.\iaa- 
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tones of particular executions of this species of retribu- 
tion, as of the external judgments, because it is com- 
mon and invisible. But it is comprehended in the 
general terms by which the subject of retributive judg- 
ment is often expressed; as in the following examples : 
"Thou renderest to every man according to his 
work." "In keeping them [the judgments of God] 
there is great reward.'^ "Great peace have they 
which love thy law, and nothing shall offend them." 
" But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it 
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 
There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.** 
" Destruction and misery are in their ways,^ and the 
way of peace have they not known." " I the Lord 
search *the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man 
according to his waysy and according to the fruit of 
his doings."" The Scriptures abound with testimo- 
nies, of which these are a specimen, disallowing the 
sentiment that the only recompense, or reward and 
punishment, executed by the judgment of God on 
earth, is in those cases of external and visible judg- 
ment, many of which are made the subjects of pro- 
phetic and historical record. " The anger of the 
Lord," — that is, the condemnatory operation of the 
Divine judgment, — ^is against the wicked "every day." • 
But when the sins of individuals or of communities 
assume a certain* character, and attain to a certain 
degree. He who searches the heart, perceives that 
their case requires the addition of some external and 
visible punishment, to fill up the measure of their 
deserts, and to operate as a necessalry check on their 
career, and a warning to others. 

B Ps. Ixii. 12 ; six. 11. Isa. Ivii. 20, 21. Rom. ili. 16, 17. Jer. xvii. 10. 

<» A. jH. n. 
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We are aware that there are some who cont^id, 
' Aat however full and clear may be the evidence of 
Scripture for this doctrine of an ever operative and 
'just judgment, it does not agree with fact And they 
adduce certain cases of persons, of different characters, 
on eartli, in which they say the doctrine of a just ret- 
ribution does not hold true. But such will do well to 
consider, in humbleness of mind before God, that they 
can only look at the outward appearance ; that they 
cannot correctly judge either of other men's moral 
deserts, or of the amount of their happiness or misery.. 
But Grod looketh at the heart. He '^searcheth the 
heart, and trieth the reins, even to give every man 
according to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his doings." If any assert that in some given 
case it is not true that God judges the heart to 
render a just recompense, the burden of proof is upon 
his hand. But the impossibility of producing the 
evidence of such a fact in any case, may discover 
to him the folly and presumption of opposing his own 
judgment to the judgment of God. Many an honest 
confession from persons who have run a sinful career, 
has exposed the error of such as had judged them 
from outward appearance. Tiberius was doubtless 
envied by thousands, for his rank, and his supposed 
enjoyment. He had every means which earth could 
afford to gratify his sensual appetites; and by the 
course he pursued he evinced a determination that, if 
happiness were to be found in sin, it should be his to 
enjoy. But the desired happiness was not there. We 
are shown by, the following letter from him to the 
Roman Senate, that he received in himself, from the 
judgment of God, ''that repompense for his errors 
which was meet:^^^ ^'What to write, cowcVvjjX feu- 

pRom. 1.27. 
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thers, in what terms to express otryself, or what to re- 
frain from writing, is a matter of such perplexity, that 
if I know how to decide, may the just gods and the 
goddesses of vengeance doom me to die in pangs, worse ' 
than those under which I linger every day!"' On 
this, Tacitus, the heathen historian, makes the fol- 
lowing pertinent remarks: "We have here the fea-* 
tures of the inward man. His crimes retaliated upon 
him with the keenest retiibution ; so true is the saying 
of the great philosopher,' the oracle of ancient wisdom, 
that if the minds of tyrants were laid open to our 
view, we should see them gashed and mangled with 
the whips and stings of horror and remorse. By blows 
and stripes the flesh is made to quiver ; and in like 
manner, cruelty and inordinate passions, malice and 
evil deeds, become internal executioners, and with un- 
ceasing torture goad and lacerate the heart. Of this 
truth Tib^ius is a melancholy instance. Neither the 
imperial dignity, nor the gloom of solitude, nor the 
rocks of Capreee, could shield him from himself He 
liv«d on the rack of guilt, and his wounded spirit 
groaned in agony." Hence, it is perceived that the 
reason and observation of philosophers discover, in 
real life, the fact, which attests the doctrine that we 
have seen so fully asserted in the Scriptures, in rela- 
tion to the judgment of God. 

It is presumed that none will dispute there having 
been, under the administration of the law in former 
ages, as many of the description of cases from which 
some argue the failure of a righteous retribution, as 
there are under the present dispensation. Yet St. 
Paul testifies that " every transgression and disobedi- 
ence received a just recompense of reward." And in 

« Annals of Tacitus, B. vi. , % e^. t ^«3»Xft^. 
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the same sentence he assures us, in the form of an 
interrogatory assertion, that others must inevitably re- 
ceive according to their deserts, from the same just ad- 
ministration of the Divine judgment.* There is no way 
to be free from the misery of sin, but to be free from sin. 
And we gratefully rejoice that God will execute judg- 
ment tlnrough Jesus, even unto the destruction of the 
works of the devil,^ which are sin and its concomitant 
evils. 

Reader, our subject is important. You are in pur-^ 
suit of happiness ; and if you ever choose a course of 
moral wrong, it is because you do not practically be* 
lieve in the doctrine of Divine judgment which we 
have here presented from the Scriptures. Let these 
words of apostolic wisdom be engraved on the tablet 
of your heart: ''For he that will love life, and see 
good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and 
his lips that they speak no guile ; let him eschew evil, 
and do good; let him seek peace and ensue it.'"" 

• For the writer's Yiew of the consistency of this doctrine with that of for- 
giTenese as tsaglit in the Scriptures, see the neKt chapter of this work| 
entitled Puniahment ami P9rgwene$a. 

< John iu. 8. 1 Cor. xv. 24—28. « 1 Peter ui. 10, 11. 

13 


4 


CHAPTER Til. 

PUNISHMENT AND FORGIVENESS. 

Such is the title which we appropriate to this chap- 
ter; because, while its main subject is that of For- 
giveness, I design to present it in such connection with 
that of Punishment, as to evince their harmony with 
each other. To do this in a manner the most familiar 
and intelligible to the reader, I must occasionally 
recapitulate certain principles which I have argued at 
l^igth in some of the foregoing chapters, 

I. The Scriptures of the Old Testament teaeh that 
Ood renders to every man according to his work;* and 
they also proclaim the Lord God merciful and gra- 
cious, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sm^ Nor 
is either of these doctrines of the Old Testament al^o- 
gated under the Gospel dispensation. The Scriptures 
of the New Testament expressly state, that God wUi 
render to every man according to his deeds, in the day 
(or dispensation) when God shall judge the secrets of 
men by Jesus Christ j*" and also that he hath exalted 
Jesus Christ to be a Prince and Saviour, to give re- 
pentance and forgiveness of sins,^ These two impor- 
tant doctrines of the Bible have been so defined by a 
respectable class of Christians, as to appear incon- 
sistent with each other. They hold that the sentence 
of the law against transgressors, in recompense to them 
according to their deserts, is their consignment to end- 

» Deut. XXX. 16. Ps. Ixii. 12. Prov. xi. 31. Ezek. xriii. 
»> Ex. xxxiv. 7. Ps. XXV. 11, 18. Jer. xxxi. 34. 
« Rom, a, 6—16. d Acts y. 31 ; xi. 18, 
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less punishment. And as " all have sinned," the just 
desert of all is the aforesaid endless punishment. Yet 
the class of Christians of whom I speak, notwith- 
standing they believe that the just desert of all men is 
eternal misery, and though they urge it as the plain 
doctriire of God's word that every man shall be dealt 
with according to his desert, do not mean to be under- 
stood as believing that all men shall be made to suflFer 
that deserved recompense of misery. For the doctrine 
of forgiveness, they say, is likewise a doctrine of the 
Scriptures ; and they hope that God, through the ex- 
ercise of forgiveness, will make millions of sinners to 
be participants of eternal happiness in heaven. Thus 
the sinner's hope of final happiness is made to be the 
hope of an escape from his deserved punishment. 

Indeed, forgiveness has commonly been understood 
to be the clearing of a person from some incurred pen^ 
alfy. How then shall the person who is tempted 
to sin, know what to expect from the threatening of 
God's law? If Divine forgiveness be a deliverance 
from deserved punishment, then, though God has pos- 
itively declared that he will render to every man ac- 
cording to his deserts, yet he may render to no man 
according to his deserts, — nor can he punish any to 
whom he extends forgiveness. In this way the doc- 
trines of punishment and forgiveness are set in oppo- 
sition to each other ; and many, while they profess to 
be strenuous advocates both for the doctrine of Divine 
forgiveness, and of God's rendering to every man ac- 
cording to his works, do, in the very labors in which 
they undertake to urge these doctrines, alternately 
deny them both. In urging the doctrine of the pun' 
ishment of sinners, they preclude the poss\b\\\VY ol 
their ever being forgiven, and in urging lYve flL(>cXxvaa 
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of the forgiveness of sinners^ they preclude the possi- 
bility of every man's being recompensed according to 
his deserts. 

But I hope to be able to show to the satisfacticm of 
the candid reader, that there is no inconsistency be- 
tween the doctrines of punishment and forgiveness, as 
taught in the sacred Scriptures. The better to ac- 
complish our purpose, we will view the two subjects 
both separately and in connection with each other. 

In the first place we will take a brief review of the 
teachings of the Scriptures concerning the punish- 
ment of sinners » In the 18th chapter of Ezekiel there 
is recorded a kind of jtidicicU decision, from the court 
of Heaven, upon the meaning of the Divine law, about 
which the people had fallen into mistakes. "The 
word of the Lord came unto me again, saying. What 
mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the Ismd 
of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children's teeth are set on edge? As I live, 
saith the Lord God, ye shall not have any more to use 
this proverb in Israel. B^old, all souls are mine; as 
the 9oul of the Either, so also the soul of the son is 
mine : the soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall 
not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
feither bear the iniquity of the son : the righteousness 
of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness 
of the wicked shall be upon him." Hereby we are 
informed that the law of God makes the wages of sin 
to be death. Not eternal death, however, or endless 
punishment, as they affirm whose sentiment has been 
before stated. The death pronounced on sinners by 
the Divine law is only to be coextensive in duraiicm 
with sin. To this point the word of God proceeds to 
say, — '^Bnt if the wicked will tewk ftom all his ma 
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that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and 
do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, 
he shall not die. All his transgressions that he hath 
committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him; in 
his righteousness that he hath done he shall live." 
Hence we learn that it is the principle of Divine law, 
the justice of the government of Heaven, that when a 
sinner has turned from the way of sin, and walks in the 
possession and practice of the principles of godliness, 
h€ is no longer a subject of that condemnation or death 
which is the just portion of sinners. Justice condemns 
him only while he is a sinner. And since the Divine 
law does neither ordain nor predict that men shall 
always continue in the character of sinners, it does not 
determine that any shall be subjects of eternal death. 

This view of the death or punishment of sin, that 
its duration is measured by men's continuing in the 
character of sinners, accords with the experience of 
ail who have been reformed. St. John says, "We 
know that we have passed from death unto life, be- 
cause we love the brethren. He that loveth not his 
brother abideth in death.''* He and his Christian 
brethren, when they were in the spirit of opposition to 
the law of God, were in that death which is the wages 
of sin. On them was executed what God's law de- 
clares, " The soul that sinneth, it shall die." " For to 
be carnally-minded is death." ^ But when they turned 
from the way of sin, and walked in that love which is 
the fulfilling of the law, they passed from death unto 
life, and felt that, as far as they were holy, no just 
law in the universe could .condemn them. 

What is contained in the word of God by Ezekiel, 
'^ The ^oul that sinneth, it shall die," is expressed ia 

# / John iii, 14. ' Bom. Tui. 6. 
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o^r ir^rds by the aposlle Paul, ia Bom. iL 6 — 10^ 
''Who will render to every maa according to hia; 
d^edjs ; to them who, by patient continuance in well- 
doing^ seek for glory, and honor, and immortality ;< 
eternal life;^ but unto them that are contentious, and 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, in- 
dignation and wrath. Tribulation and anguish upon 
every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, 
a^d also of the Gentile. But glory, honor, and peace, 
to every man that worketh good ; to the Jew first, 
and also to the Gentile; for there is no respect of 
p^?sons with God." It is plain from this Scripture 
that the just punishment of sin is the tribulation and 
anguish which the disobedient suffer in their sins. 
This sentiment is also clearly expressed by the same 
apostle in Rom. iii. 16, 17. '^ Destruction and misery 
are in their ways; and the way of peace have they 
not known." The way of sin is a way of misery, 
ami no true peace isi found therein. Consequently, 

t' ji(f&aq<fiotPi IiicorruptBess, or parity <^ doctrines and designs. 

^ Aionion life. Some have contended that the iHinishinent of evil-doers^ 
spoken of in this passage, is eternal puriishment in the future toorU, because 
the reward of the weU-doera is eternal life. I know that the Christian hopes 
f*^ an* eternity of life and happiness beyond the grave ; not howeirer, as the 
fniit or reward of his present doings, but as the free gift of God's grace. 
The aionion Ufe^ which is the Christian's retoard, is the life and liappiness 
which he receives and enjoys in Mieving and obeying the gospel. In pos- 
smsing llimself of the glory, and honor, and iooorraptness of principle which 
1^ seeks, he possesses himself of aionion life. As in John v. 24, "Verily,, 
verily^ I say unto you, He that receivetb my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting (aionion) life, and shall not come into oon- 
dsBiafition, bat ia passed bom death unto life." Here what is called ever- 
h^Hng Ufii i|8 also expressed by the single term, life ; as in 1 John iii. 14, 
quoted above ; and Rom. viii. 6, " To be spiritually minded is life and peace ;** 
and in many other places. And in this passage, the reward which, in verse 
7,,iflT <v4^' eternal Ufe, is, in verse 10, called glory ^ honor y^siA peace. The 
doctrine of an eternity of happiness, as the reward of our good deeds here, is 
as unscriptural as is the doctrine of an eternity of punishment for our evil 
deeds. 
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mu9t be; ^misdsiMl; with mmnf juftt at long, av 
&ey wedk the aiDoec's way. 

II. Haying taken i\m hm( view of the Seripture 
doclmie concerning th^ punishment cf sirmmrstj we will, 
m* the secoad place, consider the suliject of gospel for-- 
gweneas. The otiginal word tianslated forgive in the 
New Testament mapkiem\ from ape^ frem^ and iemi^ 
to send. To send moay, dismiss^ deliver fr^m. It 
occurs in Matt xiii. S6, and is rendered, sent atoay» 
'' Then Jesus sent the multitudes mimg?^ In Mark 
X¥. 3^7, thft> same Greek word signifies to emit^ or give. 
a^. ^^And Jesus cried with a loud Yoice, and gave 
ftp the ghost." It is- also used in 1 Gor. vii. 12, for. 
pu^iag away or dismissing a wife. '^ If any hrothef 
hath a wife, that believeth not^ and she he pleased to 
dwell with him, let him not ptd her awm/y It also 
occurs in Matt. iv. 20^ 22, and is rendered by the 
word UfU " And they straightway left their netl^ and 
followed him." This word in its substantiYe form 
occurs in Luke iv. 18, in the sense of ^^ dismission, 
ddvverance, or liberty^ as of captives."* ^'He hath 
sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliver- 
ance to the- captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised." Here 
tlie words ddweranm and Uberty are from the same 
Greek word that is rendered forgiveness^ whenever 
thKs latter term is used in the New Testament 

We have been thus paurticular to give the significa- 
tion of the word from which forgiveness comes in the 
New Testament, and to present several instances of 
ilB Scriptural use, for the purpose of discovering to 
the reader the importance of proper care in forming 
his judgment on this subject. We have remarked 

'Purkbant aa (J^fMfi9) Apheais. 
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before, that forgiveness has been commonly ilndei>' 
stood to mean the clearing of a person from deserved 
punishment. But we find that the word does not, of 
itself, signify a deliverance from deserved punishment ; 
but simply to send away, dismiss, or deliver frtmi. 
To dismiss, or delwer from what, must be decided in 
every case by a reference to the subject unto which it 
is applied. Accordingly, we find the original word, 
which is rendered forgive, in one case which we have 
noticed, used for dismissing or sending away the mul" 
titudes. In another instance it is used for dismissing 
or sending cojoay a loife. In another, for sending otU 
or giving up one's life. And in another case which 
we have noticed, we find the word used for delivering 
from prison, from captivity, and from mmmedness. 
And pursuing this necessary rule of construction, if 
we find the phrase, forgiveness of deserved punish- 
ment^ we are to receive it as meaning a deliverance 
from deserved punishment. 

But such an expression as forgiveness of punish- 
ment, does not occur in the inspired writings. The 
gospel forgiveness is the forgiveness of sins. "God 
hath exalted Jesus with his right hand, to be a Prince, 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins, ^^^ The forgiveness in this case 
is the deliverance spoken of in the passage before 
quoted from Luke. The same original word occurs 
in precisely the same form in both cases. In the one 
case Jesus reads and applies to himself the words of 
the prophet, ''He hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives ;" and in 
the other case^ Peter says of Jesus, " Him hath God 
exalted with his right hand, for to give repentance to 
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Israel, and ddherance from sins.'^ Now, by giviiig 
deliverance from sins, Jesus fulfils that saying which 
he af^plied to himself, "He hath sent mc to preach 
(or proclaim) deliverance to the captives." What 
kind of forgiveness, liberty, or deliverance is this? Is 
it, as some have imagined, a deliverance from going 
to an endless prison of darkness in the future world, 
as a punishment for sins committed in this ? There is 
nothing in the Scriptures to support such an opinion. 
It is a deliverance from the dark prison of unbelief, 
and from the miserable bondage of sin: so that the 
subject of this deliverance can say, "This I know, 
that whereas I was blind, now I see." "He hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son<"^ 
"For we have not received the spirit of bondage 
again to fear, but we have received ^he spirit of adop- 
tion, whereby we cry, Abba, father."* 

To render the light of our subject the more clear 
to the careful reader, we will take him to the Scrip- 
tures for instruction on the purpose and design of that 
gospel, through which we receive foi^veness o^ 
sins. See Matt, xviii. 11; "For the Son of man is 
come to save that which was lost." Matt. i. 21; " He 
shall save his people from their sins.^^ John i. 29 ; 
" Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh a/way the sin 
of the warldy Acts iii. 26 ; " Unto you first, Grod 
having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, 
in turning away every one of you from his iniquities J^ 
Eph. V. 25 — 27] "Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the word, that he 
might present to himself a glorious churchy not hav- 

t^ Col i. 13. 1 Rom. Yiii. 15. 
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ing spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it 
should be Ao^y, and vnikotit blemish.^ ^ 1 Peter iii. 18 ; 
" For Christ also hath once suflFered for sins, th^ just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to Gfod^ Col, 
i. 19, 20; "For it pleased the Father, that in him 
should all fulness dwell ; and having made peace 
through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all 
things to himself y 2 Cor. v. 18, 19; "And all things 
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesiis 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of recon- 
ciliation, to wit, that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself J^ 

Hence we learn that the gospel is not a scheme 
which God has contrived for clearing sinners from 
suffering what his own word solemnly pronounced 
upon them ; but it is a plan of redemption from sin 
and darkness, into that state of holy reconciliation to 
God, wherein they will no more incur 4hose painful 
stripes which the law threatens and inflicts upon 
transgressors. 'Yes, this is the gospel purpose of 
God; "To turn away every one of you from his 
iniquity;" to "sanctify and cleanse'' you; to "recon- 
cile you to God," and present you " holy and with- 
out blemish." And as far as you are partakers of 
the gospel salvation from sin, and of reconciliation to 
God, — so far you are partakers of the gospel forgive- 
ness, or deliverance from, sin. Of the forerunner of 
Jesus, it was said, "Thou shalt go before the face 
of the Lord to prepare his ways ; to give knowledge 
of salvation to his people, by the remission of their 
sins, through the tender mercy of our God, whereby 
the day-spring from on high hath visited us, to give 
light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow 
of death, to guide our feet in the way of peace.""* 

m Luke \. 7^— 1^» 
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Here we are inform^ that the forerunner of the 
world's Saviour gave the people knowledge concern-* 
ing that kind of salvation which takes place by the 
remission of their sins ; i. e. by sending away their 
sins, or freeing them from, their sins. And this free^ 
ing from sins takes place through the tender mercy of 
God, whereby he makes the day-spring from on high 
to visit us, to give light to them that sit in darkness, 
to gtdde owr feet in the way of peace. 

Having considered the subjects of pymskment and 
forgiveness, separately, we will now consider these 
two subjects in conneonon with each other, that the 
reader may see that there is no inconsistency between 
them as they stand in the Scriptures. On. the subject 
of punishment we have learned that God, in " render- 
ing to every man. according to his deeds," will recom- 
pense '' tribulation and anguish upon every soul of 
man that doeth evil." Nor does the Scriptural doc- 
trine of forgiveness contradict this sentiment of 
retribution ; for it teaches the forgiveness, not of 
deserved punishment, but of sins. This forgiveness 
of sins frees men from the suffering of that tribulation 
and anguish which God doth recompense upon every 
man that doeth evil ; yet it does not oppose the 
doctrine of a just recompense to every man accord- 
ing to his deeds, — for it frees them from the before- 
mentioned tribulation and anguish by freeing them 
from sin. Then being freed from sin, they are no 
longer that description of persons upon which the 
law pronounces its curses. 

In the present light of our subject, we can perceive 
the consistency of the sentence in the writings of 
Moses, which was referred to in the beginning of this 
chapter. " The Lord Gfod, merciful and ^-^^^oxsa^ 
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letig sufhrittg^ and abundant in goodness and mifh, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and 
transgression, and sin, and that will by no meanH 
dear the .guilty." God, in tender mercy to sinners^ 
employs m^ins in his wise and benevolent govern* 
ment, to reform them, and free t^em from transgr^s^ 
sion and sin. And when, by the influence of those 
means which the Divine government employs, sinners 
are brought to rep^itance, or turn from the love and 
{practice of sin, then too they are freed from the guilt 
and condemnation* of sin, and God does not impute to 
them their sins, or treat them as sinners any longer. 
They are permitted to enjoy the sweets of coimnmiion 
with God, in the consciousness of ti^e Divine approba- 
tion, ais if they had never sinned. But while they remain 
*^ guilty," walking in the way of transgressicHi, God 
^' will by no means clear" them from the sufiering of 
that cteath and misery, that tribulatioa and anguidi, 
which the law makes to be the {dinner's just portion. 
Accordingly, the person who has been forgiven, has 
suffered the proper ptmishment of his sins ; even as 
the man who has been heated of a bodily disease has 
sufiered the natural evil of that disease. The sick 
man is freed from pain by being freed from the disease 
by which the pain was produced. And. when the <Ks- 
ease is removed, and die man restored to health, his then 
experiencing a freedom from pain, and the pleasure of 
bodily health, is in accordance with, and not opposed 
to, that organic law of the corporeal system which 
connects pain with disease ; for the same law connects 
pleasure with health. Ev^i so, when the man who 
is reformed and forgiven, experiences a freedom from 
the evil or punishment of sin, and enjoys the pleasure 
of virtue and truth, this is in accordance with, and 
not opposed to, that Divme moia\\vw^^\v\Oa. ^qt^^\& 
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pnnkhment with sin ; for the same law connects m 
holy and rational pleasure with virtue and truth. Hie 
language of this law is, ^'The righteous shall be 
recompensed in the earth ; much more the wicked and 
the sinner."" *^The soul that sinneth, it shall die,— 
in his sin that he hath sinned, and in his trespass 
that he hath trespassed, in them shall he die." '^ But 
if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath 
committed, and do that which is lawful and right, he 
riiall surely live. All his transgressions that he hath 
committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him ; in 
his righteousness he shall live." *" Surely this law is 
not opposed to men's being freed from the condemnatitm 
or death of sin, when they are freed from sin. 

III. Thus far we have considered the suliject of 
forgiveness in its most comprehensive sense, as ap^ 
plymg to the operation of the gospel scheme, in de« 
livering the soul from the love and power of sin, and 
thus working a freedom from condenmation and fear. 
But this word, in its more practical, and perhaps more 
familiar usage, even in the Scriptures, is appUed to 
that concomitant part of the work of spiritual deUver- 
ance, which consists in a sensible freedom of the 
mind from guilt, — a, restoration to the privileges of 
the righteous. In other words, it is the extension to the 
penitent of the same treatment as if he had never sin- 
ned. In the language of the Book, ''his sins and 
iniquities shall be remembered no more." 

This form of forgiveness always presupposes gen- 
uine repentance, or reformation. For while one is in 
the life of sin, he cannot be viewed and treated as if he 
were not a sinner. This would be at war with the 

nPioT. xi. 31. •Ezek, xviii. 4, 21, 22, 24. 
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whole tenor of both law and gospel. In the day or 
dispensation of judgment by Jesus Christ, as well as 
in the Mosaic age, tribulation and anguish shall be 
upon every soul of man that doeth evil.^ But upon 
genuine reformation, the purified soul shall not be 
taunted with his former errors, but he shall live in the 
full fellowship of the spirit, and in the approbation of 
the judgment of Heaven. 

This forgiveness does not involve the discharge of 
men from any moral obligation to God or man. Right 
is right, and wrong is wrong, by the law of God, 
founded in the eternal nature of things : and no dis- 
pensation from any court can make either to be the 
other. We cannot be absolved from any moral obliga- 
tion. Indeed, there is no such obligation resting upon 
us, but what it would be a curse to man to be absolved 
from, even if he could be. But practical love to God 
and man is our duty now and forever. While we 
live in violation of it, we abide in death.** When we 
return to duty, with a true heart, we receive forgive- 
ness of sins, the approbation of the Father, the justifica- 
tion of life. Then can we adopt the beloved disciple's 
language, " We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren."' Such, too, is 
the blessedness resulting from the Christian reformation, 
as described by the Saviour in his commission to the 
repentant Saul : — " For I have appeared unto thee for 
this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness, 
both of these things which thou hast seen, and of 
those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 
delivering thee from the people and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I send thee, to open their eyes, and to 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power 

pRom. n, 6—16. «i \ 3o\wi u\, \4. x^. 
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of satan unto Grod, that they may receive forgiveiMSS 
of sins J and inheritance among them which are sanc- 
tified, by faith that is in me."* 

In this latter sense of forgiveness, applying to the 
sensible enjoyment of the Divine approbation as a con- 
comitant of the right living, is the word used by the 
Saviour in the following instance : — " Forgive, if ye 
have ought against any, that your Father also which 
is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But 
if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is 
in heaven forgive your trespasses." ' We are not to 
construe this Scripture as teaching that God cherishes 
an unfriendly disposition towards us while we cherish 
an unfriendly disposition towards others. This would 
represent him who is the standard of perfection, as 
copying in his disposition after frail man, and even 
after wicked, unforgiving men. God is unchangeably 
good, "kind to the unthankful and the eviL" Even 

■Acts xxvi. 16 — 18. 

tBIatt. Ti. 14, 15. Mark xi. 36, 26. See also Matt, xriii. 21--85. 
Some learned theological writers use this passage in support of the doc- 
trine of endless punishment in the prison of hell. The man, they say, who 
was cast into prison or delivered to tormentors until he should pay his debt, 
could never make payment, and therefore could never get released from 
prison ; and hence they argue, that those with whom Grod deals thus, (see v. 
35,) will be cast into a prison from which there is no deliverance. But there 
is no authority either for this statement or conclusion. The object of the 
man in the parable, who cast his fellow-servant into prison, was, to obtain hi$ 
debt. " He cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt.*' It appears 
hence that he expected that his fellow-servant might be able to make some 
arrangement to pay the debt. And the same expectation is expressed of 
the lord of the unfcn-giving s^rant, when hB delivered him over to the 
tormenters, or jailers. And though such debtor may have died in prison 
before he had paid the debt, it does not follow that those to whom this para- 
ble is applied, might not frdly pay what their Lord required. The debt 
required of them was, to forgive their brethren. And as the debtor in the 
parable was to remain in prison until he shovld pay the debty so should they 
remain in the prison of death, until they should exercise a fot^vvng %\i\x\X. 
<* He that lovetb not bis brother, abideth in death.'* But there is uoe^dfiSikS^ 
tiui any will elemaUy continue in an unfriendly or unforgWing a^mt. 
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while men are sinners, Grod's kindness to them em« 
ploys means to bring them to repentance, that they 
may come into the rich enjoyment of forgiveness, or 
freedom from the guilt of sin. But we learn from the 
above language of our Lord, that as long as we are in 
the service o{ sin, God will not grant us a freedom from 
its guili. If we cherish an unkind and unforgiving 
disposition towards our fellow-creatures, we are in 
bondage to sin ; for such a disposition is sin. AikL it 
is only by repenting or turning from sin, and exercis- 
ing love which forgives our fellow-creatures, that we 
can experience ourselves a freedom from guilty and 
enjoy the approbation of our Father in heaven. 

Although the term forgive^ in the last noticed 
instance, seems to apply in particular to a freedom 
from the guilt or candemncUion of sin, yet here is like- 
wise implied that freedom from sin itself, which we 
have shown to be meant, in its strict and com- 
prehensive sense, by the phrsise, forgiveness of sins. 
Nor can the Christian find any forgiveness in his own 
experience, but what involves a deliverance from sin. 
The freedom from guilt which the Christian enjoys, is 
only proportional to his freedom from the love and 
practice of evil. And when, as enlightened Christians, 
we pray to our Father, " Forgiye us our sins," we do 
not mean to ask God to let us go on in sin, and screen 
us from the punishment which he has threatened on 
transgressors; but the sense of our prayer is, ^^ Free 
us from our sins, that we may live unto thee, enjoy 
thine approbation, and suflFer no longer that tribulation 
and anguish, which is upon every soul of man that 
doeth evil." 

IV. We have now taken a general view of the doc- 
trine of punishment as it is piouavmced by the Divine 
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law, and adbniniste^red by the Divine government; and 
also of the doctrine of forgiveness or remission of sins. 
And it appears to be a clear case, that as these two 
doctrines stand in the Scriptures, there is no inconsis- 
tency between them. But in addition to those evils 
which are regularly, and constantly executed in pun- 
ishment upon sinners by the moral government of 
God, there are certain special judgments, or external 
calamities, unto which individuals and nations subject 
themselves by a certain course and continuance of 
vice. And there is a case recorded in the Old Testa- 
ment, of one of these special judgments being threat- 
ened on a certain people, and their afterwards being 
preserved from the suflering of it. On this we will 
here offer a few remarks, lest it should be thought, by 
some readers, to be inconsistent with the views which 
have now been given on the subjects of -punishment 
and forgiveness. " The word of the Lord came unto 
Jonah, saying. Arise, go unto Nineveh, and preach 
unto it the preaching that I bid thee." And Jonah 
went, "and he cried and said, Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown." But the people re- 
pented, and the threatened punishment was not exe- 
cuted upon them." Did not forgiveness in this case 
oppose the threatening of God, and clear that sinful 
people from the punishment which was their just 
desert ? To give a correct view of the subject of this 
inquiry, it is necessary to remark, that God informed the 
people by his prophets, that whenever he should give 
them warning of any special calamity, into which their 
course of conduct was tending to bring them, and they, 
on receiving his warning, should repent, they should 
escape the calamity of which they were ^^rofifi..'' 

"Jtmab, chap. Hi, ^Ezek. Xixiii,\%. \^« 
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There could nc^ indeed be any reaaonabk motive to 
saod a n^ssenger to forewarn sitings of an eril unto 
which their course of conduct was exposing them, yxnr 
less it were to afford them an opportunity to avoid the 
threatened evil by timely repentance. Judging of the 
case of Nineveh by the light of this principle, by 
which Qod assured the people that he would direct 
his conduct in all such instances, we must understand 
it to be die meaning of the message which God sent to 
the Niaevites by Jonah, that by a continuance in their 
present course of iniquity forty days, they should b^ 
come overwhelmed in destruction. But they repented^ 
and did not continue in their wicked course the forty 
days longer ; and so they did not suffer the threatened 
punishment of temporal destruction. Accordingly, the 
Divine forgiveness in this case did not oppose the 
Divine threatening, nor screen those sinners from 
deserved punishment. While they were sinners, they 
must have suffered those evils with which the regular 
administration of the Divine government always pun* 
ishes the wicked. But they were not to be considered 
as having incurred, or they were not to be reckoned 
by the judgment of God as fully deserving, that spe- 
eial external calamity, until they i^uld have con- 
tinued and multiplied their transgressions to a given 
extent. And as thdur repentance prevented their con- 
tinuance in iniquity, to that duration and degree on 
which was predicted the threatening of destruction, 
they were freed from the destruction, by being freed 
. firom that degree of sin which would have incurred or 
fully deserved it. Cosxsequently, nothing is found in 
this instance of God's dealing with sinn^s, inconsis* 
tent with the doctrines of punishment and fofgiveness 
s before explained. 


ptniisHiiEifT ANo wowBrnnrnm. Itt 

Hie humble acknowledgeitleiits of Esra and Davidi 
8a3rmg in their addresses to God, that he had not 
dealt with them after their sins, nor rewarded them 
according to their iniquities,'' may at first strike the 
ear as being opposed to the universal application of 
the testixhony of the same David, ^^ Thou renderest to 
every, man according to his work." * But we think 
that by a fair construction of the language referred 
to, such opposition will not appear. It is not pre- 
t^ided that mankind receive no benefits but on the 
ground of their merits. The reccnnpense which God 
renders to every man according to his deserts, is the 
good or evil which, men enjoy or suffer as the fruit 
of their moral conduct. Besides these fruits of hu- 
man doings, there are blessings which God bestows 
upcm mankind of his own munificent goodness, and 
not according to their works. Even in punishing the 
wicked according to their deserts, Grod designs their 
ccorection and consequent benefit; and this benevo- 
lent design of punishment is a good unto the sinner^ 
which is not according to his sins, but according 
to the free mercy of God. And when Ezra and 
David ofieired the language above mentioned, their 
people had been far astray in the path of sin, and God 
had punished and reformed them, and bestowed upon 
them many blessings which they could not have 
claimed on the ground of merit. Being deeply af- 
fected with the view of this unmerited goodness of 
God, and having tliat view of their own ingratitude 
which caused David on another occasion to say, ** I 
was as a beast before thee," under these circum- 
stances, their saying in prayer to God, '' He hath not 
dealt with us after our sins," Ax:., cannot be fairly 

V Ez. i2. 13, Ps. ciii. 10, » Ps. \xl\. \%. 
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construed as a disproof of the doctrine that men 
sufller, while in their sins, according to their deserts. 
For though they felt at such a time not only to con- 
fess the Divine goodness to be above their merits, but 
also to magnify the demerit of their sins as being 
above the punishment which they had suffered, yet 
we are not to take an expression of self-reproach, 
which one utters under a deep sense of ingratitude 
and shame, and employ it as if it disproved the well 
supported and abstract doctrine of the Bible, concern- 
ing the retributive government of God. 

T. In concluding this chapter, it will be proper to 
say a few words on the forgiveness which it is re- 
quired of us to extend .to one another. How are we to 
forgive our fellow -creatures ? Surely not by remitting 
all punishment. The Scriptures consider those rulers 
who punish evil-doers to be ministers of God, ordained 
of him to be a terror to evil works. "Whosoever 
resisteth them," saith St. Paul, "resisteth the ordi- 
nance of God."' But can these ministers of God, as 
the apostle calls civil rulers, be what God has ap- 
pointed them to be, a terror to evil-doers, and a praise 
to them that do well, if they arc always to clear the 
guilty from punishment"? If we cannot fulfil the com- 
mand (o forgive those who trespass against vs, without 
clearing them in all cases from punishment, then we are 
every day living in violation of the Divine requirement, 
by supporting our present system of civil government ; 
for our civil government inflicts punishment on those 
who transgress its wholesome laws. 

But we have seen that the Divine forgiveness is not 
a deliverance from deserved punishment, but a deliver- 
ance from the love and power of sin, and its attendant 

7 Ham. idii. %, ^. 
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condemnation. And although ti>e cannot in the high- 
est sense forgive sins, so as directly to free others from 
guilt, yet we can forgive the sins of others so far as it 
respects our own feelings and conduct towards them. 
We can cherish towards them that spirit of favor, 
which will employ such means as human agency can 
use, to lead those who trespass against us out of their 
errors, and restore them to the favor of society. We 
can exercise towards them that spirit of love and good 
will, which shall forgive the injury as far as we can 
forgive, '' sending it away from" our feelings, so that 
it shall not put into action a spirit of revenge, to injure 
them because they have injured us. And this forgive- 
ness may be exercised towards one whom we are the 
means of bringing to punishment. We may chain or 
confine a madman, in the exercise of the best of feel- 
ings towards him^ when his own safety or that of the' 
community seems to require it Even so we may 
bring a transgressor to punishment, when his own 
good or the safety of the community seems to require 
it, while we harbor no unfriendly disposition towards 
him, but exercise that love which pities his folly, and 
aims to promote his welfare. This same disposition, 
if the punishment which we are the means of having 
inflicted proves salutary, or if by any other means he 
becomes reformed, and returns to society a good man, 
this same disposition will lead us to receive him to 
our respect, and give him a brother's hand, as if he 
had never transgressed. It will dismiss his sins, or 
blot them out of remembrance. 

Here, then, is a man who has been punished and for- 
given, in human society. I do not mean that he has 
had his punishment forgiven. But he has l^adL Va% 
pUHiahmeni cubninisiered^ and his ^ransgrressv>n8 Jot- 
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given. ~His transgressions are blotted out of remem- 
brance, and society receives him as a just man. And 
when we possess and practise the spirit here described, 
which scorns retaliation, and desires and seeks the 
good of all, we can safely and consistently pray to our 
Father in heaven, " Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us/' 

OBJECTION. 

It has been objected, that if man is adequately pun- 
ished for his sins, and that punishment is limited in its 
duration, he is not then saved by grace, but may de- 
mand heaven as a right. But this objection, though 
frequently offered, is founded upon an entire miscon- 
ception of the subject. What particular right to sub- 
sequent favor does a man gain by the mere fact of his 
suffering for his sins? If his punishment proves a 
means of promoting his reformation, and obedience ta 
the law, it in this manner operates as a favor to the 
punished. But it gives him no claim on the future 
favor of the Supreme Governor. 

Suppose a child transgresses his father's law, and the 
father, for his correction, subjects him to punishment. 
The punishment proves salutary, and by this and other 
means the child is reformed. In a subsequent conver- 
sation with the father, the child inquires whether he 
received an adequate punishment for the said trans- 
gression. The father answers in the affirmative. 
^* Then," says the-child, " I demand of you, as my just 
desert, a valuable estate, for my inheritance." " What 
is your claim?" says the father. "It is the punish- 
ment you inflicted upon me," responds the childi 
Who would not regard this a singular ground for such 
a claim 1 His putiishmetit was xJaa \\v&t lecompense 
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of his disobedience ; but who shall say that a rich es- 
tate must be made over to him by the father, as the 
just recompense of his punishment ? Yet this would 
be in character with the foregoing argument, that if 
the sinner is made, by the judgment of God, to receive 
according to his deserts, he may then claim heaven as 
his right. 

Though punishment is, in a legal sense, according 
to men's deserts, yet there is something, even about 
this, as I have shown in this chapter, which is not 
according to our works. That benevolent, that fa- 
therly design, for which God administers chastise- 
ment, is not according to our works, but according 
to his own infinite goodness. And when, by his judg- 
ments, and by the applications of his truth and love, he 
weans us from sin, and wins our afiections to him and 
his law, we are overwhelmed with a sense of his 
favor. To think of- the punishment we had suffered 
, as entitling us to heaven, would be the most consum- 
mate weakness, madness and folly. We could only 
think of it with humility, as the fruit of our sins. * We 
have nothing for the future to claim on the ground of 
I our merits. Our hopes, full of comfort and peace, are 
( in the grace of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the light and spirit of the gospel there is no boast- 
ing ; for we feel that in us is being fulfilled the mis- 
sion of the Son, *^ to give knowledge of salvation unto 
his people, by the remission of their sins, through the 
tender mercy of our God, whereby the day-spring from 
Qn high hath visited us ; to give light to them that sit 
in darkness, and in the shadow of death, to guide our 
feet into the way of peace." * 

t Luke i. 77 — 79. 
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CHAPTER YIII. 

THE PEESON OF CHRIST. WHO IS HE ? 
SECTION I. 

An Examination^ by the Light of Scripture^ of Pre^ 
vailing Opinions concerning Christ. 

In the sixteenth chapter of St. Matthew's Grospel, 
there is the record of a confession of faith in Christ, 
made by a leading apostle, which is so unambiguous, 
and which met with so unreserved an approval of 
Christ himself, that I will direct the reader's mind to 
it here in the outset, that in the midst of all contro- 
versies on the subject of the person of Jesus, we may 
have this as our polar star by which to make our 
course. 

" When Jesus came into the coasts of Cesarea Phil- 
ippi, he asked his disciples, saying. Whom do men 
say that I, the Son of man, am? -And they said. Some 
say that thou art John the Baptist ; some, Elias : and 
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith 
unto them, But whom say ye that I am ? 

" And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou aet 
THE Christ, the Son of the living God. 

" And Jesus answered and said unto him. Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-jona ; for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in hea- 
ven. And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter ; 
and upon this rock will I build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it." 

Hence it appears thai failYi m OVvrnt ^s the Son of 


THE PERSON OF CHRIST. 169 

God, was the true faith from heaven, and that on 
which he bnilds his church. Why, then, have many 
modem Christians required their brethren to believe 
in Christ, not as the "Son of the living God," but as 
the very living God himself? This they have done, 
and made a belief that Christ is the true essential God 
an kidispensable article in the Christian doctrine. 

I have not, in my public labors, often entered into a 
discussicm of this particular subject. It is because I 
have considered the Scriptures sufficiently plain upon 
it without comment ; and I have furthermore been in 
the habit of thinking, that if all Christians will be- 
lieve in Christ, as the One altogether sufficient to 
perform ^e great work which the Scriptures inform 
us h& came to do^ it is of minor cmisequence now, 
whether they believe he is the very God, or One that 
proceeded and came forth from God. Perhaps another 
considerable reason for my being less engaged, and 
saying less in public, on this, than on most Scriptural 
subjects, is the circumstance that I have never experi- 
enced any trials and difficulties on it myself. When 
we have undergone considerable misery on account 
of doubts and perplexities upon any subject, and 
have obtained a happy deliverance from such trou- 
bles, we very naturally feel more interested for others 
on that subject. 

But respecting the person of Christ, my mind has 
never been in any painful anxiety. Prom a child, 
though I was brought up among Trinitarians, and re* 
ceived my first religious impressions from them, the 
language which they used, as well as that which the 
Scriptures employ, in speaking of Christ, carried the 
impression to my mind that he is a being distiwit "fecrai 
God, and tba^ be derived his existence fxoTa Oo^^\% 

IS 
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dependent on him, and is ordained and empowered of 
him to be the Saviour of lost men. And as I have 
read the Scriptures, and the controversial writings of 
Trinitarians themselves, my former impressions have 
been confirmed. 

Yet there are many learned and influential Chris- 
tians, who so confidently believe that Jesus Christ is 
the self-existent Jehovah, and think the belief so essen- 
tial to the Christian religion, that they boldly denoimce 
all persons as infidels who do not believe it. This is 
surely a high charge, and ought never to be preferred 
by one class ^f professing Christians against another, 
withcHit the best and most unquestionable authority. 
And since this charge of infidelity^ upon the opinion 
which I have now frankly professed, comes from men 
of high standing in the Christian community, we will 
carefully examine again j to see whether the Scriptures 
authorize these hard speeches, which mea have uttered 
against us. 

Now if the apostles were of the opinion that Christ 
was the self-existent God, they would very naturally 
have expressed such an opinion in the case before us. 
For Jesus here asked them, saying, "Whom do men 
say that I, the Son of man, am ? And they said. Some 
say that thou art John the Baptist ; some, Elias ; and 
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith 
unto them, But whom say ye that I am?" 

He has now prepared the way for a direct answer 
from his disciples, and an explicit statement of their 
opinion, if they had any decided opinion, concerning 
him. And we have every reason to expect that now, 
after having spoken of the opinions of others concern- 
ing Jesus, in answering this direct and pointed ques- 
tion of their Lord, "but whom say ye that I am?" 
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they will express their very highest opinion of his 
character, — that they wrll, in a simple, an unambig- 
uous form of speech, give him as high a character as 
they think he sustains; — in short, that they will 
plainly tell him just who they think he is. 

What was their answer? That they believed he 
was the eternal God, the self-existent Jehovah ? No. 
" Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God." 

Hence it appears that the apostles did not believe 
that Jesus was the '* living God," but that he was 
" the Christ, the^Son of the living God." If any "Sup^ 
pose that notwithstanding they called Jesus the Son 
of the living God, they yet believed he was the very 
living God himself, believing that the Son was his 
own Father, and the Father his own Son, they tax 
the disciples with that palpable absurdity of which 
their own words in no case prove them guilty. At 
this time, when they were directly asked what they 
thought of Jesus, and at every other time when they 
spoke of him, they spoke of him as a being separate 
from God the Father, — as much as Paul did of men 
in general, when he called them "the offspring of 
God." 

If any ask whether Peter had a correct opinion of 
Christ when he called him the Son of the living God, 
the answer is, hrs opinion was correct, because it 
received the full and unreserved approbation of 
Christ. His reply was, "Blessed art thou, Simon 
Bar-jona, (Son of Jonah,) for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father who is in 
heaven." Here we also find, that while Jesus speaks 
a sentence with the design to express his approval of 
what Peter said of him, he uses language a^^^xetiL\\^ 
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withtnit designing it, which ascribes to himself this 
same character. " Flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it unto thee, but my Father who is in heaven." 

If any can believe that, when Jesus called God his 
Father who is in heaven, he meant to be understood 
that he himself was that very Father in heaven, 
nothing can be too absurd for their belief. The Cath- 
olic doctrine of Transubstantiation, for inconsistency, 
is nothing in comparison. For the doctrine of Tran- 
substantiation only supposes that the same power 
which changed water into wine, changes the bread of 
the i§acrament out of one substance into another. And 
this we can conceive a miracle might' do. But it is 
impossible to conceive that a father can be his own 
son, and a son his own father ! 

In order to qualify ourselves to answer with the 
readiness of Peter, any who may ask us — What think 
ye of Christ? Who is he?— let us go back to the 
beginning, and examine the Scriptures along in 
course, which testify of him. 

The first is Genesis iii. 15, where God declares that 
the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpait's head. 
No one would be led to suppose, by reading this text, 
that the seed of the woman was the very God himself 
who was speaking. This Scripture implies that the 
seed of the woman was a person who should proceed 
from the woman, and should be commissioned and 
empowered of God to destroy the cause of evil. 

Again, Gen. xxii. 18, "And in thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed." Paul informs 
us that this seed is Christ: not God, but the CHic 
whom God raised up, of the seed of Abraham, to 
bless the world. 

Isaiah ix. 6, speaks of CVvml iti the highest terms, 
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thus : — '* His name shall be called Wonderfal, Coun- 
sellor^ the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace." This text has frequently been 
quoted in support of the opinion that Jesus Christ is 
God the Father. But to me this very text seems to 
weigh against such an opinion. Speaking of some 
person, it is said, " His name shall be called Wonder- 
ful," &c. Whose name shall be called Wonderful ? It 
does not appear that the prophet was speaking of 
the self-existent God, for He was already known by 
the most important names here mentioned. He was 
known as the Father of all, and not only as^the 
"Mighty God," but as the "Almighty God." The 
prophet certainly appears to be speaking, not of the 
real God, but of some other being who should be 
honored with high appellations. We repeat the ques^ 
tion. Of whom does he speak ? 

We will read the first part of the verse. " For 
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 
and the government* shall be upon his shoulder ; and 

his name shall be called Wonderful," It would 

seem that this is enough to satisfy any candid mind, 
that the prophet was not speaking of the eternal God, 
but of some one who was to be born a child, and to 
have a government or a kingdom committed to him. 
But to say that He, whom the heaven of heavens can- 
not contain, who fills immensity and inhabits eternity, 
was to be bom a child, and have a government given 
him, is what the prophet could not have meant. The 
government, even the government of the universe^, 
was in the hands of the Lord Jehovah from all eter- 
nity. Hence, the government never was nor ever 
could be given him. But when it was said of Christy 
"the government shail be upon his sYvoxsXdLet^^^ ^\% 
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goT0tliiltelit 'WHS to be given Aim; — as it was said hf 
the prophet Daniel, '^ And there was giiren him do- 
minion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all peoplOi 
nations, and languages i^ould serv€ him." 

peaking of this same exaltation of Christ, s^nd 
pl&u^hig the government on his shoulder, Paul to the 
Philippians says, — " Wherefore Grod also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name; that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earthy 
and things under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father." And again, to the Ephesians; 
^' That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give unto you tha spirit of wisdom, — 
diat ye may know what is the exceeding greatness of 
his power to us-ward who believe, according to the 
working of his mighty power, which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set 
him at his own right hand in the heavenly places; 
far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in 
this world, but also in that which is to come. And 
hath put all things under him, and gave him to be 
Head over all things to the church, which is his body, 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all ;" and to the 
Corinthians he says, — " When all things shall be sub- 
dued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be 
subject unto him that put aJl thin^ under him, that 
God may be all in all." 

Now it is utterly out of my power to believe that 

tiiese Scriptures mean, that the eternal God was to be 

bom a child, have dominion and a kingdom given 

h^l A^t he wai to die^ be rikised from the dead, 
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atid stft at M^ own fright hand,— and vrb»a he has 
subdued all things under him, that th^i he [Go(l] 
shall be subject to hi<tiA5elf ! 

Had we not knbwn that a respectable body of 
Christians hoM to a sentiment which requires such an 
understanding of these Scriptures, if we had heard 
one attempting so to construe them, we should cer- 
tamly have thought that he was designedly ridiculmg 
the inspired writers. But as it is, we do not harbor 
the thought. Those who hold to the real deity of 
Christ, do not mean to trifle with the sacred writ- 
ings, but have the impression strongly fixed iapon 
their minds that such an opinion is essential to the 
christian faith. And when the inconsistencies which 
we have noticed are brought before them, they endea- 
vor to satisfy themselves and others, by giving them 
tfie milder name, mysiteries. 

But to me, the idea that the high and lofty One 
who inhabiteth eternity, Was bom a child, killed, 
raised from the dead, and exalted at his own right 
hand, does not appear so much a mystery, but that it 
may be clearly seen to be the greatest of absurdities. 

Perhaps, to avoid this difficulty, we may be told 
that the Godhead consists of three persons, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; theiSe three are one, 
the same in substance, equal in power and glory. 
And this one, who was crucified and raised from the 
dead, was the second person in the Trinity, God the 
Son. He was raised up and set at the right hand of 
the first person, God the Father. 

But this attempt to explain away the former diffi- 
culty involves another equally as great. For if by 
three equal persons be meant three equal beings, eaA 
of ^Jtrbieh is God, it Hequirde VA to ^^nii^vg ^iosGnb 
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Gods; whereas the Scriptures allow us to worship 
Dujt one. 

Should it be said that the three persons are not 
three distinct beings, but are meant only to be expres- 
sive of different qualities, offices, or modes of action, 
in the same being, who is strictly one God, — and that 
Christ is this one God ; then we are thrown entirely 
back into our former confusion. Yes, and more; it 
makes out that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are 
neither of them, nor all of them God, nor any other 
being, but only three qualities or offices of God. 

Indeed, I have never seen ^ the doctrine of the 
Trinity stated in any form, but that it was .equally 
' inconsistent with Reason and Revelation. If we say 
that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are three dis- 
tinct beings, and each one is God, then we make out 
that there are three Gods. If we say they are only 
three offices or modes in which the one God acts, then 
we do not suppose either of them to be a proper 
person or being, but they are only three offices of a 
being. Hence, when God exalted the Son, called the 
second person in the Trinity, at his own right hand, 
it was only exalting the second office in his dominions, 
and making it equal with the first. 

If we say that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
are nothing more than three names, all applied to the 
one living God, then, when we read, " Unto us a child 
is bom," — ^we must suppose either, as before noticed, 
that the eternal God was to be bom a child, or else 
that one of his three names was the child that should 
be bora, and have the government placed upon its 
«houlder! And when God raised Christ from the 
xlead, and set him at his own right hand, he either 
Tais0d himself from the dead, and set himself at his 
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own right hand, or el^ only raised up from the dead 
one of his three names, and placed it at his right 
hand! And all these suppositions are, not as some 
have said, above reason, but below reason ; for reason 
soars above them, looks down upon them, and detects 
their inconsistencies. 

We are by no means disposed to disbelieve every 
thing that is mysterious. We acknowledge, in our 
faith, the truth of many things which we cannot fully 
comprehend. For instance, we believe in the exis- 
tence of God, which we cannot fully comprehend. 
But though we cannot fully comprehend the existence 
of an infinite God, yet there is nothing inconsistent or 
unreasonable about it. We can form a cleiar concep- 
tion of the truth that there is one self-existent, eternal 
God, who fills immensity, and who governs the 
universe. 

But to say there are three persons, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, — that the Father by himself is 
the self-existent, eternal God, — and that the Son by 
himself is the self-existent, eternal God, — and that the 
Holy Ghost by itself is the self-existent, eternal God ; 
and yet that there are not three Gods, but one God 
only, is to say that of which we can form no concep- 
tion, only that we can clearly perceive it to be a 
perfect absurdity. 

Or, if we say that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
are not three infinite persons, but only three names of 
the one infinite God, though so far there is no incon- 
sistency, otherwise than that the term son is an 
inappropriate name to apply to a being who can 
acknowledge no father, because he is self-existent and 
Without beginning,— yet the difficulty comes to ^\«^ 
wh^i we attempft to reconcile this wilYi tla» ^(yn?gV\a«a. 
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For the Scriptures speak of God and Christ, or the 
Father and Son, as not two names only, but as two 
persons, two beings. And the apostles, if they have 
testified rightly, knew Christ, the Son of the living 
God, to be not a name merely, but a person ; and ttus 
person, the Son, spoke of another person, God, as 
being his Father. 

But when we look at Christ as properly the Son of 
God, and less than the Father, as he himself says, *' My 
Father is greater than I ;" when we understand that 
all that he is, is what God hath made him to be, and 
all the power and authority he has, is what God has 
given him, — there is no difficulty in conceiving that 
he was bom into this world a child ; that he grew in 
favor with God and man, and had the government 
placed upon his shoulder; that he was killed by 
wicked men, and that God hath raised him again 
from the dead, set him at his own right hand, and 
has given him a name and authority above all other 
created beings. 

How, then, you will inquire, shall we understand 
the prophet when he says, "His name shall be called 
The Mighty God, the Everlasting Father T' To this 
question I reply ; It is much easier to account for a 
created being, who is born into the world for so great 
a purpose as that of being the " Saviour of all men ;" 
I say, it is much easier to account for such a person 
having these high names given him, than to remove 
those difficulties which we have seen to fall in the 
way of understanding the "living God" to be the 
"child'' who should be born, and the "son" who 
should be given. For it is well known that the Old 
Testament Scriptures often give names to created 
beings which properly belong \.o God^ or to some of 
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his attributes, on account of some part they are to act 
which shows forth the power and goodness of God. 
Thus ^ne was called Eladah^ which, according to 
Butterworth, signifies the eternity of God. Another is 
csrihed Eldaah^ the Knowledge of God. Another, 
Hiel^ — Life of God. Another, Pennel, Face of God. 
And another, on account of the Divine power dis- 
played through him, was called Elijah, which is God 
the Lord, or a strong Lord. And addressing the rulers 
of Israel, the Lord said, " I have said, ye are gods." 
It was because the word of God came to them, and 
they imitated him in that they ruled over men, that God 
applied to them his own name, and called them gods. 

Is it hard, then, to account for its being said of Christ, 
'^ His name shall be called the Mighty God, the Ever- 
lasting Father," — though he is not the self-existent 
God, — since Gt>d has committed into his hand the 
government of the moral world, and given him a 
name above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow ? 

Harmer, an English author of the last century, in 
his Observations on Passages of Scripture, makes the 
following remarks on the phrase, '^ His name shall be 
called the Everlasting Father : " " It is common in the 
East to describe any quality of a person by calling him 
the father of the quality. Dr. Herbelot, speaking of a 
very eminent physician, says he performed such ad- 
mirable cures, that he was sumamed the father of 
benedictions. The original word of this title of Christ, 
may be rendered, the father of that which is everlast- 
ing : — Christ, therefore, as the head and introducer of 
an everlasting dispensation, never to give place to an- 
other, was very naturally in the Eastern style called 
the Father of Eternity. " 
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Lei MB read farther the testimony eoBceming Chrkt^ 
to see whether he is not continually spoken of as a being 
dependent on God, and by him endowed with |i,ll his 
power and greatness. See Isa. xlii. '' Behold^ my 
Servant whom I uphold, mine Elect in whom my maiA 
delighteth: I have put my spirit upon him; he sh^Il 
bring fiwth judgment to the Gentiles. — I will hold thy 
band and keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of 
the people, for a light of the Gentiles." Also^, Isa. 
liii. "He is despised and rejected of men, a man (^ 
sorrows and acquainted with grief,— yet we did esteem 
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.— All we 
like «heep have gone astray ; and the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquities of us all. And he made his 
grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death'; 
because he had done no violence, — neither was any 
deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise 
him ; he hath put him to grief: when thou sbalt make 
his soul an offering £Dr sin, he shall see his seed, be 
shall prolong his days ; and the pleasure of the L<Nrd 
shall prosper in his hand." 

Who is this servant of God whom he has promised 
to uphold, and to endow with his spirit, to hold by the 
hand and keep, and give for a covenant of the people; 
who was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
who died for our sins, and made his grave wiA the 
wicked and with the rich in his death? Is it the 
almighty God himself? Let us not so trifle with this 
solemn subject, and with the Scriptures, as to assert it 
ibr a moment. God would not have called himself 
his own servant, nor would he solemnly have prom- 
ised to uphold himself, and put upon himself his holy 
spirit. Neither has God been put to death ; nor can he 
ever die, and make " Yiis gra^^ ^U\^ the wicked, and 
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^ with the rich in his death." If God were fij^^ad, l^rhp 

^ then coijld live ? 

f Should it be here said, that it was not the infinite 

or Divine nature, but the human mature of Go4 that 

- suffered and died, I reply: If by th^ human nature be 

meant, not God himself, but his elect Servant, whom 

t he has promised to uphold, and give as a covenant of 
' the people and a light of the Gentiles, I have no objec- 
tion to the idea that it #'as he who suffere4 and 4i^4i 
and rose again, and sits in glory at the right hand of 
God. ^ But I object to the term, human mature of Gpef' 
It is not in the law nor in the testimony. I much pre- 
fer the good Scriptural names applied to Jesus; not 
the human nature of God^ but the Son of Qpd, the 
elect Servant of God, the Christ, the Sayiour of the 
world. 

At length the fulness of times came, when the prom* 
ised Child should be bom, when the promised Son should 
be given. Previously to his being born, howeyer, ^tf 
angel from heaven said unto Joseph, who was sup- 
posed by the people to be his father, " Thou ishalt call 
his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their 
sins." And immediately after his birth, an angel of 
the Lord came to a company of Israelitish shepherds, 
and addressed them, saying, "Fear not, for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the I^ord. And 
this shall be a sign unto you, ye shall find the jbabe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in ^ manger." 

Now all this testimony shows that Christ is not 
God, but a precious gift of God to the children of men. 
For while Chriist was a babie in the manger, God \^as 
enthroned in heaven; and sent his angeVs do^w Xo TBSJa 

16 ^ 


% • • ■ 

182 COMPEND OF CHSI8TIAN SmNITT. 

I* 

to proclaim the Saviour's birth. Yes, God then fiHed 
immensity, and was superintending the affaivs of ^e 
universe. 

But of the child Jesus it is said that he "grew 8»' ' 
waxed strong in the spirit, filled with wisdom, anc' 
grace of God was upon him." At length he car 
John the Baptist to be baptized with his baptism. " . 
Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightv^^ 
out of the water, and lo, the heavens were opened unto 
him, and he saw the spirit of God descending like a 
dove and lighting upon hipi. And lo, a voic%from 
heaven, saying, This is ray beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased." 

By whom were the heavens opened unto Jesus? 
and from whom did he see the spirit descending? 
Who was it that spoke from heaven, " Lo, this is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased?" Was it 
Jesus Christ himself? Was he the very God who 
spoke from heaven at that time? and did he declare 
himself to be his own Son ? Can it be that there are 
any Christians who will call us infidels for believing 
that Jesus Christ was not the very God who spoke 
from heaven ; when the voice said of this same Jesus, 
" Lo, this is my beloved Son ? " If so, then so it 
must be. For we must still believe^ that He who spoke 
from heaven was not Jesus himself, but another being, 
and the One who sent Christ into the world. 

If any ask us. Who do ye say that Jesus is ? we 
must answer with Peter, " He is the Christy the San of 
the living God," And though men may condemn us, 
Jesus himself will say, " Blessed are ye ; for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto you, but my Father 
who is in heaven ; — ^and upon this rock will I build 
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^ iny church, and the gates of hell dball not prevail 

against it." 

■*■ - - * 

SECTION II. 

^ A more partictdar view of ike New Testament Teachr 
1^ :^- ings of the Person of Christ. 

^^r In the preceding section, after remarking on the 
importance which some Christians have attached to 
the ^pctrine of Christ's- proper Deity, we entered into 
a comparison of such doctrine with its own parts, and 
into 0a examination of the Scriptures which testify of 
him. We found the doctrine of the Trinity, in every 

Lform in which its advocates have stated it, to be both 
incongruous in itself, and utterly inconsistent with the 
Divine testimony. 

Taking as our motto the divinely commended profes- 
sion of Peter, " Thou art the Son of the living God," 
we attended chiefly to the Old Testament Scriptures, 
to the prophecies concerning Christ. But we came 
into the New Testament so far as to notice the proc- 
lamation of Jesus' birth, and the history of his bap- 
tism by John, when " the heavens were. opened unto 
him, and he saw the spirit of God descending like a 
dove and lighting upon him ; — and, lo, a voice from 
heaven, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." We left the subject by remarking that, if 
there are any who will call us infidels for not believ- 
ing that Jesus was the very God who spake from 
heaven at that time, so they may call us ; for we must 

I still believe that He who then spoke from heaven was 
not Jesus himself, but another Being, and the One who 
sent Jesus into the world. 

I As we read on in the New Testament, 'w^ feA ycl 

every chapter more or less evidence tlcial 3esvx^ Ha ^ 
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being distinct from God, that he is dependent on God, 
receiving all his power and authority from him. In all 
his instructions to the people he spake to them of their 
Father and his Father in heaven. He says, " My 
Fatheir is greater than I." " I am not come of mysi^r; 
— for he [the Father] sent me." " For I came dox^iL 
from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will oj 
him that sent me." "The Son can do nothing of 
himself, but what he seeth th^Father do." He^gavc 
thanks to God, and prayed to him. "At that time 
Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O f^ither, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid thes6 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed 
good in thy sight." At the grave of Lazarus, when 
he performed one of the most wonderful of his 
thiracles, he thatiked God that he had heard his 
prayer, and given him such an opportunity to prove 
to the people the divinity of his mission. "And 
Jesus lifted up his eyeis, and said. Father, I thank 
thee that thou hast heard me. And J know thai 
thou hearest. me always : bul; because of the people 
that gtand by I said it, that they may believe that 
thou hast sent me." 

At another time, when he had sent his disciples 
on board of a i^hip, and dismissed the multitudes, 
"he Went apart into a mountain to pray; and when 
the evening was come, he was there alone." And 
when he was in the agonies of death on the cro^^ 
when God, as it appears, suffered his mind to sink 
for a. moment, that he might know how to be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, "Jesus cried with 
a loud vcMce, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani ? that is to 
tiayi Mj Godi tny God^ wYiv ^^^ ^^^ forsftkeii me ?" 
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What an affecting scene ! Go and visit the lovely 
child— ^ 

"A manger's his cradle, a stall his abode, 
The oxen are near him, and gaze on the babe." 

&ee him when he has gone about his Father's work. 
" He is despised and rejected of men ; a man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief" He "hath not 
where to lay his head." But in all his works he 
breathes the love of heaven. See him weeping with 
the a^icted. See him calling poor sinners around 
him, to feed them with the words of everlasting life. 
*' The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk ; 
the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear ; the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached 
unto them." He is the Friend of man, sent of God, 
to be the Light, the Life, and the Saviour of the 
world. 

And nowj lo, he is seized by a band of ruffians, 
dragged to a mock trial, hastily adjudged to a shame- 
ful and painful death, crowned with thorns; those 
hands which had ever been employed in works of 
love to men, and those feet which had always trodden 
the paths of virtue, are pierced with the cold iron, 
and nailed fast to the rugged wood. His friends all 
forsake him ; his enemies revile him, and sport with 
his miseries; his mind begins to sink, and he ex- 
claims, " My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
mef" 

On the ground that this Jesus was a created being, 
dependent on God, and ordained of him to be the 
Saviour of the world, all this view which we have 
now taken of him^ from the Scriptures, appears an 
affecting reaJiiy. But to suppose that Vve, 'wYvotximi^ 

16* 
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h^Vft ju^t Viewed upott the cross, aad heard exclaim, 
** My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me 7 " 
was the very self-existent God himself, .would change 
the whole scene into a farce. For to represent God 
as crying aloud in distress, and asking why he had 
fbtsaken himself, is to represent that which never has 
been, nor ever can be a reality. And further, when 
Jesus was about to expire, he said, '^ Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit." 

Indeed, Jesus, in all his conversation With both 
friends and enemies, never once professed to be the 
self-existent God, nor did he ever drop a word that 
appears to have been designed to intimate suoh "an 
idea. 

It is recorded in the 10th of Jc^n, that Jesus said ai 
a certoin time to the Jews, '^ I and my Father are 
ione. Then the Jews took up stones again to stone 
him. Jesus answered them, Many good works b^ve 
I shoMm you from my Father; for which of these 
works do ye stone me? The Jews answered him, 
laying, For a good work we stone thee not, but for 
blai^phemy ; and because thou, being man, makest 
thyself Grod." Hence it appears that the Jews, 
enemies of Jesus, accused him with making himself 
God, because he said,^* I and my Father are one." 

But we will not leave this without looking further, 
to see whether Jesus made any answer, and what 
feinswer he made to this accusation. For perhaps 
they falsely accused him. We know that they fre- 
quently misunderstood him, and were always dis- 
used to pm, the most unfavorable construction on 
"Wh&t he said. It was but a short time before this 
^at they charged him with having a devil, for 
mying, '^ If any man kee^ m^ sayings he shall never 
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fifeetteath." "Now," saM th« Jews, "mm kn6wthW 
tfiou hast a devil. Abraham Is dead, and the prophets; 
and thou sayest, if a man keep my saying he shall never 
taste of death." Here the Jews condemned Jesua for 
his words without understanding them. They sup- 
posed him to mean, that his disciples should not see 
natural death. Whereas he had reference to the death 
of carnal-mindedness and unbelief, which a man never 
suffers when he keeps the saying of Christ, w^ich is 
spiritual life. 

So it is very likely they falsely accused Jesus, when 
they charged him wkh making himself God. To their 
settled enmity towards Jesus, add their jealousy of 
impostors, who were often rising up in the. nations 
around them, and pretending to be gods, and we need 
not wonder that they fancied they saw such preten^ 
sio&s in Jesus, when there was no ground for their 
mispicion. 

I say, impostors were often rising up in the idola- 
trous natioBs around, pretending to be gods : and the 
people were duped by them, so that in tiieir worship 
they would deify those impostors, and adore them as 
the true Divinity. When Caius, not far from our 
Saviour's time on earth, attempted to force the Jews 
to set up his statue in their temple, and to do as his 
other subjects, who received him as they received the 
^od(s, «nd sware by his name, they chose to die rather 
than to do this thing. For their Scriptures taught 
them to worship none as God but the invisible Jeho- 
vah. Though they looked for the Messiah of whom 
the prophets spake, yet they did not expect him to be 
the infinite God, but the Servant of God, the Elect of 
God, the Saviour of Israel. 

Let trs see now what answer Jesus, tike lA»am?CL oS. 
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whom the prophets spake, gave to the Jews, when 
they charged him with making himself God. If he 
really meant to claim supreme Divinity, he would of 
course refer them* to some Scripture, if there were any 
such, which would clearly show that the predicted 
Messiah was to be the very invisible God. 

His answer, however, is this ; — " Is it not written 
in your law, I said, ye are gods 7 If he called them 
gods unto whom the word of God came, and the 
Scriptures cannot be broken, say ye of him whoni the 
Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world. Thou 
blasphemest, because I said, I am the Son of God 7" 

Here Jesus refers his accusers to the portion of their 
Scriptures which we quoted in the preceding section. 
Who, were they that were called gods? They were 
the rulers of Israel. Why were they called gods? 
Because the word of God came to them; or God, in 
some measure, displayed his power and goodness to 
the people through their instrumentality. 

What ! did Christ refer his opposers to a case where 
men were caUed gods, to show them that it was proper 
for him to make himself the essential God ? No ; for 
the circumstance that men were called gods to whom 
the word of God came, could have no bearing upon 
the question of Christ's being the real God. But he 
referred- to this Scripture to show his opposers that 
their charging him with blasphejiiy, and with making 
himself God, was rash, and unjust: for though he 
professed to be the one '^ whom the Father hath sanc- 
tified and sent into the world," yet he had never 
applied to himself so great a name as their Scriptures 
applied to their ancient rulers. For they were called 
gods^ and he had only professed to be the Son of God. 

/ should think that this answer of Christ to the 
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Jews would be satisfactory proof to any candid mind 
who will examine it, that Jesus meant to disclaim 
any pretension to being the self-existent God. He 
says, to be sure, that he and his Father are one. And 
he also prays to his Father, that all believers on him 
may be one in^them, even as they are one.' Not that 
they may all be one person, nor all be gods ; but that,^ 
as the Father and Son are one in spirit and purpose, 
so in this sense believers may all be one in them ; 
being co-workers together with the ispirit of grace and 
truth. 

But the first, part of the first chapter of John's gospel 
is quoted with great confidence, as proof of the proper 
Deity of Christ. " In the beginning Was the word, and 
the word was with God, and the word was God."* But 
even this passage stands rather as a disproof of such 
sentiment. I think that atiy unprejudiced mind, on 
reading this passagCj must be struck with the impres* 
sion that the Word here spoken of is isomething dis- 
tinct from God, as it is said to be with God. To say 
of the self-existent Deity, that he was in the beginning 
with God, would be a senseless expression. 

Christ is, by a metonymy of speech, called 4he 
Word of God, because the word or counsel of God is 
revealed through him. This counsel was with God 
in the beginning of his works, and is now manifested 
unto us through Jesus Christ, who was sent in the 
flesh to dwell among men, and show forth the word 
of life in the most familiar and exemplary manner. 

Hence it is said at verse 14th, ''And the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us." And it is by the 
same metonymy of speech that it is said, "And the 
word was God," as is employed in the sayixi^ \\y^X 

« John xvii. 20, 21 . 
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'* Christ is the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God."fc Christ is the wisdom of God; i. e. the wis- 
dom of God is wonderfully displayed through him. 
Christ is the power of God ; i. e. the Divine power is 
strikingly manifested in him. And the word was 
God ; i. e. the word, Christ, was a manifestation of 
God himself, in the fulness of his moral perfections. 
As we have just seen, (hey were called gods to whom 
the word of God came. 

But the 3d verse has likewise been brought forward 
in proof of Christ's being very God. " All things were 
made by him, and without him was not anything 
made that was made." But if even the word rendered 
made in this place signified to create^ it would not 
mak« out but Christ was, as many hold, a subordinate 
being, uiito whom God gave creative power. The 
original word, however, which is rendered made, in 
this case, and which occurs fifty-three times in this 
Gospel of John, signifies to be, to come, to become, to 
come to pass: also, to be done or transacted;'' as in 

b 1 Cor. i. 24. 

c See note to London Im. Version, in loco. To make this definition of 
e^etigto obvious to the common reader, I will here refer him to every instance 
of its occurrence in St. John's Grospel. Besides the third verse above re- 
marked upon, it occurs in the following places .* — i. 6, and is rendered was; 
" There was a man sent from God." i. 10, and is rendered made; " He was 
in the world, and the world was made by him." The Improved Version 
renders it enlightened; and Cappe translates it, " The world was made for 
him ;" understanding by the world the Jewish dispensation, as in €ral. iv. 3 ; 
Col. ii. 8, 20. Again, i. 12, it is rendered, to become ; " To them gave he 
power to become the sons of God." i. 14, it is rendered was made; "The 
Word teas made flesh :" i. e. it was, or it became flesh, i. 15, it is rendered 
is; "He is before me." i. 17, came; "But grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ." i. 28, were done; " These things i^cre done in-Bethabara." ii. 1, 
it stands for was ; " There was a marriage in Cana." ii. 9, it is was again ; 
" And knew not whence it was." iii. 9, be; " How can these things be?** 
iii. 25, arose ; " Then there arose a question." iv. 14, shall be; " The water 
that I shall give him ahaJl he m hiuV)^^ &a. -^^ 4)U<u rtiade ; " Whosoever 
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chap. XV. 7, where the same word in the future 
tense is rendered shall be done. " If ye abide in me, 
and I in you, ye shall ask what you will, and it shaU 
be done unto you." And so in this place, the sense 
appears to be, that " All things (i. e. all things in the 
Christian dispensation) were done by him,'' or by his 
authority. Accordingly, St. Paul said, **I can do all 
things (meaning all things appertaining to his sphere 
of action in the gospel ministry) through Christ that 
strengtheneth me." 

The same sentiment which John expresses in the 
beginning of his gospel, he brings to view also in the 
commencement of his first epistle, ** That which was 
from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 

then first stepped in, was made whole." The same in verses 6, 9, 14. But in 
Terse 14, it occurs a second time, for comCf or happen; " Lest a worse thing 
come unto thee." vi. 16, was comei "And when even was now come,** 
vi. 17, was ; " And it was now dark." vi. 19, were ; " And they were afraid." 
Ti. 21, was ; " And immediately the ship was at the land." vi. 25, earnest ; 
" Rabbi, when earnest thou hither ?" vii. 43, was ; " So there was a division 
among the people." viii. 33, he made^ i. e. become; " How sayest thou then, 
Ye shall he made free?" viii. b^^was; "Before Abraham was." ix. 22, 
•hotdd he; " He should he put out of the synagogue." ix. 27, he; " Will ye 
also he his disciples?" ix. 39^ he made; "Might he made blind." x. 16, 
be; " And there shall he one fold." x. 19, was ; " And there was a division." 
The same at verse 22 ; " And it was at Jerusalem." In xii. 29, it is not sep- 
arately translated, but stands in the. phrase translated, " it thunderedy" i. e. 
it did thunder. In the next, the 30th verse, it is used for came; " This voice 
came not for my sake." xii. 36, he ; " That ye may he sons of light." xii. 42, 
it is, should he, xiii. 2, heinff; "Supper heing ended." At verse 19th, it 
is twice rendered come to pass. xiv. 22, is; " Lord, how is it?" xiv. 29, 
came to pass, repeated, xv. 7, he done ; " It sAott he done unto thee," In 
the next verse it is rendered, will he. xvi. 20, shall he; " Your sorrow shall 
be turned into joy." xix. 36, were done ; " For these things were done." 
XX. 27, he ; " Be not faithless." xxi. 4, was come; " But when the morning 
was now come." These are all the cases of the use of riNOMAl, or 
aycrtro, in St. John's Grospel. And the reader cannot fail to see, from 
the evangelist's use of the word, that its meaning is correctly defined aho'v^* 
The same is its geoeml usage. It bears not the sense oi create. 
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^nd our hands have handled of the word of life ; (for 
the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear 
witness, and show unto you that aionion life, which 
was with the Father, and was manifested unto us ;) 
that which we have seen and heard declare we unto 
you." 

But it has been thought by some that the miracles 
of Christ prove him to be God ; for he did those works 
which none but God could do. 

To this we reply, so did Moses and Elijah do works 
which none but Divine power could perform. Yet 
none ever thought of arguing from this that they were 
gods. God wrought miracles by them. So of Christ. 
Peter, in addressing the Jews concerning him, said, 
" Ye mea of Israel, hear these words ; Jesus of Naza- 
reth, a man approved of God among you, by miracles, 
and wonders, and signs, which God did by him in 
the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know; Him 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain. — ^This Jesus hath 
God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. There- 
fore, being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the 
Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this which ye do now 
see and hear. Therefore, let all the house of Israel 
know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ."** 

From this we discover that the miracles of Christ 
were wrought indeed by the power of God, because 
God imparted of his Divine power to him. Arid here 
also the truth is confirmed of what we have before 
learned, that though Jesus is to be honored as Lord 

^ Acta ii. 22, 33—36. 
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and Christ, it is because the Father hath made him to 
be both Lord and Christ. 

Another circumstance which has been adduced in 
proof of the proper Deity of Christ, is that of his being 
a proper object of worship. It is said, "Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve." Now as the' Scriptures allow us to worship 
none but God, if it can be shown that they justify the 
worship of Christ, it has been thought to. prove that 
he is God. And that the Scriptures do justify the 
worship of Christ, is thought to be proved from texts 
like these; Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11; "Wherefore God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name that 
is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, — and that every tongue should con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of Grod the 
Father." Rev. v. 13; "And every creature which is 
in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea, and all that are in th^m, heard 
I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, 
be unto him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the 
Lamb, forever and ever." 

But here, though it is proved that every knee shall 
bow at the name of Jesus, and every tongue ascribe 
blessing, and honor, and glory, and power to God and 
the Lamb, yet this does not show that the Lamb is to 
be worshipped as God. It only shows that all proper 
honor is to be given him, as the " the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world ;" as the exalted 
"Prince and Saviour," the "Head of every man." 

To warship J simply signifies, to respect, to honor, to 
reverence. And respect is to be shown to every one 
who fills any important station above us, according to 
his grade and merit " Jt is> written, TYvow sYvoXX. -wot- 

IZ 
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ship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.^* 
Does this mean that servants shall not serve their mas- 
ters, children their parents, nor subjects their rulers? 
No. It simply means that we are to worship and 
serve the Lord only, as God. Nor are we to serve 
others in any sense, whose service will require us to 
transgress the law of God. But we are to pay proper 
respect to all who are appointed of God to fill neces- 
sary stations above us; and even in doing this, we 
are honoring and serving God, because he requires it 
of us. 

So when we ascribe blessing and honor to the 
Lamb, and adore Jesus above all beings in the uni- 
verse, (excepting Him only who hath exalted himj and 
put all things under him,) by so doing we honor God. 
Because it was for this purpose that God exalted 
Jesus, and gave him a name which is above every 
name ; — it was that men should honor him, that every 
knee should bow to him. Accordingly, when we " con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord," it is "to the glory of 
God the Father ;" because he hath raised up Jesus, 
** and made him both Lord and Christ." 

There are some other arguments which are brought 
up to prove the Deity of Christ, which we do not deem 
it important to consider in this place. But after all 
controversy on the subject, it stands a solemn truth, 
that, " There is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave him- 
self as a ransom for all, to be testified in due time."* 

Does any one ask if we deny the divinity of Christ? 
I answer, No. We deny no divinity which the Scrip- 
tures ascribe to him. We honor him as a divine per- 
son, because God has, to an extraordinary degree, 
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communicated to him of his Divine perfecti(ms. We 
honor him as the Son of God, in a sense in which no 
other being in the universe is his Son. We believe in 
him as the one who possesses a power from God 
which no other prophet ever possessed; a power to 
look into time, past and to come, not like the pro- 
phets, who had things made known to them by signs 
and visions, but intuitively ; that he could see intui- 
tively the events of futurity, and that he can see 
the mind of the whole human family, and know their 
wants. 

When Jesus described . to his disciples the events 
that were to come in the end of that age, he spake not 
like the prophets, who only repeated what God had 
spoken to them in some vision ; but he spake as of 
things which he saw, as an eye-witness would see 
them as they transpired. Not that his knowledge is 
as infinite as the knowledge of God, for he spoke of one 
event the time of which he did not know. None knew 
it but the Father. But he had all knowledge given 
him which was necessary for his carrying on the work 
of his great and important mission. And what knowl- 
edge is imparted to him, is like the knowledge of God, 
intuitive. That is, he can see things which have been, 
which are, and which are to be, immediately by the 
mind, or by perception, without the use of those means 
through which others must gain their knowledge. 
Hence, when Jesus was beyond Jordan, he saw that 
Lazarus, in Bethany, was dead. He could see the 
thoughts of his enemies; and he knew that his disci- 
ples had been disputing, when they were on their Way 
to Capernaum. It is truly a pleasing reflection, that 
while we have a High Priest above who knows \\o'w 
to be touched with the feelings of out in&itii\V\e^^\i^ 
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also sees our conditicNti, and knows what our infirmi- 
ties are ; and that he knows how to apply such means^ 
and at the best time too, as shall heal our infirmities. 

If you ask whether I do not weaken the ground of 
hope in the accomplishment of the wonderful work of 
love, by holding Christ to be a dependent being, I an- 
swer, no. For God, on whom he is dependent, has 
spoken it, and it shall be done. Thus saith Jehovah, 
who cannot lie : ** Behold my Servant whom I uphold; 
mine Elect in whom my soul delighteth. * * He 
shall not fail nor be discouraged."^ "The pleasure 
of the .Lord shall prosper in his hand ; and he shall 
see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied." ' The 
work is as sure to bo accomplished, then, as God is 
true. 

Hence, though we believe in Christ, not as God, but 
as the " Son of the living God," we ascribe to him a 
higher character, and make him a more effectual and 
extensive Saviour, than most of those who call him 
God. Yes, when our opponents charge us with dis- 
honoring Jesus, let it be told them, we honor him 
as the efficient Saviour of the world ; but ye do not 
And we honor Jesus by acknowledging his existence ; 
but ye, in effect, deny his existence. And can it be 
honoring Jesus to deny his very being? 

We, while we believe in God, believe also in Christ. 
But ye deny the existence of Jesus Christ, that one 
Mediator between God and man ; for ye say there is 
no Christ but God. Thus you would take away the 
lovely Jesus, for whose birth so many saints and 
angels have sung praise to God. But our faith de- 
lights to cling to his existence. We admire the Divine 

' Isa. jliL 1 t Isa. tiii. 11. 
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plan of a Mediator between God and men, who, under 
God, shall be our Head, our Leader, forever. 

Finally, brethren, however men may reproach us 
for it, let us be satisfied to believe in Christ as '^ the 
Son of the living God.'' On this rock, i. e. on this 
faith, Christ declares he will build his church, and the 
gates of hell (hades, the grave) shall not prevail 
against it. 

Now gates are places of entry. By the gates of 
hades, the grave, Jesus evidently meant those tribula- 
tions and persecutions from the hands of wicked men, 
which were as gates or entries into the grave. These 
shall not prevail against that faith which is built on 
Christ as the Son of God. 

Now in this country there are not these same causes 
to annoy us. Still there are gates of hades. Sickness 
and death will bring us to the grave. But shall these 
prevail against our faith in the Son of God, who is 
our Resurrection and our Life, — and by whom the 
Lord God hath promised to destroy death, and wipe 
away tears from off all faces 7 O, may our faith in this 
mighty Saviour be strong and unmoved, and so our 
hope in immortality shall remain bright and clear. 
How exceedingly precious is this hope? How valu- 
able above all things on earth. With this hope we 
are rich ; without it, we are poor indeed. Christian, 
when you see the devastations of sickness and death 
among your friends and neighbors, and realize that 
you too must be brought to death, to the house ap- 
pointed for all living, — ^for what would you exchange 
the hope that Heaven's immortal spring shall come, 
death be swallowed up in the victory of life, and 

tears be wiped away from off all faces? This hope^ 
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priceless hope is yours, through a Uviiig faith iu 
the SON OP GOD. 

SECTION III. 

Christ the Image of Ood; and Exalted in his Olory, 

So rich and sublime are the sentiments involved in 
the person and character of Christ, that we must give 
to the subject another section in this elementary book. 
The points of view in which I wish further to present 
him to the reader, are comprised in the following 
language of St. Paul, (Heb. i. 3 :) " Who being the 
brightness of his glory ^ and the eaj)ress image of his 
person^ and vpholding all things by the word of ?ds 
power ^ when he had by himself purged our sins, sat 
dozen at the right hand of the Majesty on highJ^ 

In these few words of inspiration, which I will call 
the text of this section of my work, we have a sum- 
mary of what constitutes the excellence, the trust- 
worthiness, the loveliness and glory of the blessed 
Saviour. The p9.ssage relates to the moral character, 
the priestly office, the divine authority, the glorious 
exaltation and final triumph of the Son of God. 

I. The first view which is here given us of Jesus 
Christ, is that of his being the Brightness of the Fa^ 
therms glory, and the express Image of his person. 

We do not learn hence that Jesus Christ is the 
eternal Father, — though this is another of the texts 
which have been applied to such a sentiment. And 
here I will add a few remarks to what was said in the 
beginning of this chapter, touching the importance of 
this controversy. I said that I had not been in the 
habit of often discussing the question of Trinity and 
Unity, because I had not attached to it^ or to the con- 
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troversy upon it, so much importance as is attached to 
it by many. It is important in its place, but not of 
capital importance. Some have placed the question 
of Trinity and Unity first of all, and reckoned the 
moral character and purposes of God a matter of minor 
importance. They can discuss from week to week, 
and from year to year, the question whether God 
exists in one person, or in three persons, or in three 
natures, or something of the kind united in one, — ^but 
if you invite their attention to the question of the 
moral character of God, his disposition towards his 
children, and the design and final results of his gov- 
ernment over them, they are soon impatient, — it is a 
matter to them of smaller moment. 

But to my mind and feelings the matter of greatest 
concern is the grand gospel theme, the wisdom, and 
love, and grace, and salvation of God. If I believed 
that the creation and government of God shall result 
in a boundless scene of wretchedness to his moral 
creatures, it would be of little consolaticm to me to de- 
termine whether there were three persons, or one, in 
the Godhead which had planned and prosecuted the 
system so fraught with disaster and ruin. It would 
seem an occasion of regret that creation was ever 
begun, and man called from nonentity, ---equally so 
whether it were the work of a triune God, or of a 
single undivided person. 

Yet, as I have said, the question of Trinity and 
Unity is important in its place. It is important that 
men should have clear and rational conceptions of the 
unity, as well as wisdom and goodness, of the Being 
they worship. And the habit of bowing the mind to 
the reception of absurdities for truth, is hurtful to the 
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mind, as to its activeness in the discrimination and 
enjoyment of truth. 

But I suppose that the real opinions of different 
Christians on this subject, are nearer alike than their 
creeds and forms of profession. It has been my belief, 
ever since I have thought upon this subject, that all 
Christians are, in reality, unitarian on this point of 
doctrine. I do not mean that those of the opposite 
sects are hypocritical in their profession. They assent 
to the doctrine of the Trinity, not pretending to 
understand how it can be so, but supposing that so the 
Scriptures teach, and that so it must be. They do 
not mean to deceive, but they are themselves con- 
fused. There Is a sentiment in their souls which these 
contrary professions can never obliterate. They may 
assent to the Catholic profession of faith, " The Fa- 
ther by himself is God, the Son by himself is God, and 
the Holy Ghost by himself is God ; — ^yet there are not 
three Gods, but one God ;" — they may assent to this, I 
say, supposing it must be so. But they can never 
take into their understandings, and carry in their 
hearts, so absurd a proposition. I repeat here, I would 
not have it understood that we are never to believe 
what is mysterious. There may be a proposition that 
is consistent, and established by abundant evidence as 
true, which we may understandingly believe, though 
we do not comprehend every circumstance about it 
We cannot comprehend the being of God. But the 
truth that there is a God, the great first Cause, of infi- 
nite wisdom and power, is reasonable, consistent, and 
abundantly evident. But to say there are three distinct 
persons, each of whom is by himself God, and yet that 
there are not three Gods, but one God, is stating what 
is not 80 much of a mystery, but that we see it to be 
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absurd, in so much that we cannot undenitandingly 
and practically belieye it. 

Therefore I conclude, as I said before, that all Chris- 
tians are unitarian in their practical sentiments and 
feelings on this point of doctrine. When they think 
of God, they think of him as the eternal, self-existent, 
all-pervading Spirit, the first Cause, the sole Creator, 
and supreme Governor of all things. When they 
think of Jesus Chriist, they think of him as a being 
having an existence separate from God, which he de- 
rived from God as his Son, — and being commissioned 
and sent from God, to act as his servant in the prose- 
cution of an important enterprise. When they pray 
God to send his holy spirit into their hearts, they con- 
ceive of this divine spirit as the energy of God, the 
spiritual influence upon their hearts of his presence 
and power. And the rest of the Trinity is in name 
only, in subtle disputation. 

But there is an interesting sentiment conveyed in 
the apostle's saying, that Christ is the brightness of 
the Potherbs glory, and- the express image of his person. 
Or, as other translators have rendered it, "he is a ray 
of his brightness, and an image of his perfections." A 
ray of his brightness. That is, Jesus Christ came 
unto mankind in the spirit, the disposition, the moral 
nature of God. In the expressions of his feelings and 
affections through the glow of his heavenly counte- 
nance, through his words and through his benevolent 
acts, he -brings to our sight, and to our feelings, the 
moral affections of God towards us, as the ray of 
light from the sun brings to our vision the form and 
glory of that luminous source of day. 

Did Jesiis love ttie world ? Did he sympathize with 
the distressed and afflicted, lead sinners hoxnfi\oV\t\x>fc 
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and peace, and overcome evil with good ? Did he man- 
ifest a deep interest for the well-being of mankind, an 
interest for them which no circumstance of theirs, not 
even their hatred to him, could diminish, — and which 
even death itself, inflicted by them without a cause, 
could not overcome? By dying for sinners, giving 
himself a ransom for all, tasting death for every man, 
did he thus prove the infallibility of his love, that it 
can never be forced to break its hold, that it is stronger 
than all opposition, and will never cease to pursue the 
good of mankind 1 In all these amiable moral traits 
of Jesus' character, we see the moral disposition of 
God, our Creator. Here we have the moral image of 
the Divine perfections, a ray of the Divine brightness. 
Think, ye ungrateful and sinful ; — think, ye unrecon- 
ciled and doubtful, — that He who made the world and 
all things in it, who upholds and governs the universe, 
at whose command are the storms .and tempests, life 
and death, and time and eternity, — He is your friend. 
Look into the life, and the death, — into the kind affec- 
tions of Jesus, into that love of his which never faileth, 
and you see the image of God's love to you. Away 
with your doubts ; away with your ingratitude and 
your fears; your Friend is almighty, the Almighty is 
your friend: — who, then, can inflict upon you ulti- 
mate harm ? Give him your hearts, and be at peace. 
" We pray you, in Christ's stead. Be ye reconciled to 
God." 
Again, Jesus Christ is the image of God, specially 

and singularly so, in another important sense. " He 
is the power of God and the wisdom' of God." ^ That 
is, God has imparted unto him of his own wisdom 
and power, to be possessed and used by him, not only 

^ \ Cot. \. ii. 
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in a greater degree, but in a different manner, from 
what divine wisdom and power have been possessed 
and used by any other created being. • 

This view of Christ as the bnage of God, is the 
same as that which we touched upon in the preceding 
section, under the idea of his Sonship. We showed 
that he was the Son of God in a special sense, bearing 
pecuUar resemblances to the Father. Under this head, 
Christ the Image of God, we will pursue those pecu- 
liar and interesting resemblances farther. And in this 
enlargement upon the subject, I will repeat nothing 
said before, only insomuch as may be required for a 
good understanding of the whole. 

God, at sundry times, and in divers manners, spake 
unto the fathers by the prophets. And by some of 
them he wrought miracles. But he did not give them 
to possess any different kind of faculties, or different 
kind of powers, to be their own, than was possessed 
by others. When Moses communicated to the people 
the revelations of God which he had received, it did 
not imply any superior wisdom or higher mental fac- 
ulties of his own, — any more than your handing to one 
of your children a message for a neighbor, and his 
conveying it, implies superior wisdom, or different 
faculties in him, from the rest of your children. God 
sent his angel, and communicated verbally to Moses 
those things which he was to communicate to the peo- 
ple; and he placed upon record, and preached unto 
the people, those things which God spake unto him. 
And the prophets were taught in visions the things 
which they were to proclaim to the people. In some 
instances the angel of God in the vision would ex- 
plain to them the meaning of the message which. tk<&^ 
w^re to carry to the people ; but genexaWy lYwcy ^«» 
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left, as others, to exercise their own natural judgment 
upcm the meaning of their message. They went unto 
the people with 'a " thus saith the Lord," and commu- 
nicated what the Lord, speaking unto them in vision, 
had instructed them to say. But they said it not of 
any superior wisdom of their own. The projJiet 
Daniel said to Nebuchadnezzar, '^ But as for me, this 
secret is not revealed to me, for any wisdom that I 
have more than any living. * * The great God hath 
made known to the king what shall come to pass here- 
after." And when miracles were wrought at the in- 
stance of Moses, it was not by the direct putting forth 
of power by Moses, power which God had given him 
to be by him exerted at his pleasure. In these cases 
God accompanied the motions of Moses, at particular 
and previously specified times and occasions, with the 
execution of these wonderful works. Moses felt no 
e(»i8ciousness that he possessed a power, which Grod 
had given him to be used at pleasure, to work mira- 
cles. He had to obtain several signs from the Lord, in 
order to satisfy himself that God would be with him 
to sustain him, in the encounters which he was di- 
rected to make with the authorities of Egypt. 

But Jesus wrought miracles by the exercise of 
power which he possessed as his own, to be used at 
pleasure. When I say that he possessed this power 
as his own, I do not mean that he was independent of 
God. He everywhere acknowledged his dependence 
upon God, as the source whence he derived all the 
powers he possessed. . But this superhuoian, this 
divine power of miracles, God gave to him to be his, 
as the natural powers which he has given us are ours. 
When we go about our ordinary work, though we are 
Mm$ibie that it is in God l^at ^^ Iwe^ and mov«, and 
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have OUT being, yet we expect to perform our work by 
the use of powers which God has given us as a part 
of oui^elves, to be used by us at pleasure. "So Jesus 
had the power of miracles. It was his own by the 
gift of God, to be used whenever he should choose to 
use it, in the purposes of his gospel mission. He was 
not to use it for other purposes. When he was 
tempted to turn stones into bread to satisfy his own 
hunger, he refused to do it, because it would not be 
consistent with the design for which he pk>ssessed this 
divine ability. For his own subsistence he was to be 
an example for others, relying on theordinary provi- 
dence of Gk)d. His divine power was not to be used 
for purposes of his own temporal advantage. But in 
the work of his mission he had it for use whenever he 
wanted to employ it. This sentiment is expressed in 
the word which John testified of Jesus, saying, (John 
iii. 34,) " For God giveth not the spirit by measure 
unto him." That is, as Farmier justly remarks, God 
gav^ him the spirit of power for universal and per- 
petual use, and not for a limited time and season. 

And so with regard to the wisdom of Christ, his 
knowledge of truth, and of things past, present, and 
to come, so far as it was requisite for the purposes of 
his high commission ; — ^this knowledge he possessed 
as a part of his own understanding. He knew the 
minds and thoughts of others. When his disciples 
had been disputing on the way to Capernaum, who 
should be greatest in the kingdom of heaven, he, 
though distant from them, knew their conversation. 
When he was at a distance beyond Jordan, he knew 
the time when Lazarus, of Bethany, expired. He 
had a mental discernment, unlike that of zsx^ oticksst 
pi«6phet^ bf which he could see tliese* tVAn^. KxAl 
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when be foretold things that should come to pass in 
the future, he described Ihem, not as the prophets who 
related visions, but as perceiving them with his mind; 
as looking into futurity by an intuitive discernment. 
As far as God saw fit to give him knowledge, it was 
knowledge Uke his own, a direct and immediate dis- 
cern^nent of things that were, and were to be. 

Now in these respects, in respect to the kind, degree, 
and manner, of the power and wisdom of Christ, as 
well as in his moral character, he is in a special sen^e, 
in a sense unknown in any other man, the express 
iniage of God. 

The same view applies to Jesus in his capacity as 
the Life of the world. He says of himself, (John v. 
26,) **For as the Father hath life in lumself, so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in himself." He 
has in himself the power of life, the power to commu^ 
nicate Ufe. He communicates moral life to the soul ; 
and the energies of his life, which roused the sleeping 
Lazarus from death, shall make the dead to live, imtil 
in him shall all be made alive. 

2. The second capacity in which Christ is pre- 
sented in the text, is that of his ruling authority, 
expressed by ^he words, " Upholding aU things by 
the word of his power P Some render it ^^ governing 
all things by the word of his power." The phrase 
aU things is variously limited to different classfs of 
things, according to the different subjects to which it is 
applied. When Paul says to the Corinthians, " Let all 
things be done to edifying," he means all the services 
of public worship. When he says, "I can do all 
things through Christ that strengthened! me," he 
means all things appertaining to the apostolic office. 
Ai^ here, Chris's u|iio\dm% or %ovefmng all things 
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by the word of his power, is his controlling and direct- 
ing all incidents and concerns which appertain to the 
work of his mission, as the Messiah, the Saviour and 
moral Ruler of the world. 

The sentiment is similar in the words preceding the 
text, " God hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things; 
by whom also he hath made the worlds." The 
word here rendered taorlds is not kosmos, which is 
used for the material world, and never occurs in the 
Scriptures in the plural number ; but it is aionas, the 
ages. God has given to Christ dominion, and glory, * 
and a kingdom, that all nations, and kindreds and 
languages should serve him ; and he haiS for him con- 
stituted the ages or periodical dispensations, which are 
requisite for the accomplishment of this purpose. And 
all things appertaining to this divinely glorious work^ 
does Christ sustain and govern by the word of his 
power. 

3. The third particular in the text concerning 
Jesus is, that *^he by himself purged our sins." I shall 
not have space to dwell on this particular at present, 
farther than to remark, that it conveys allusion to the 
blood of sprinkling under the law, which, in a legal 
point of view, sanctified to the purifying of the flesh. 
But the blood of Christ is represented as cleansing 
from sin. That is, the love of Christ, the cause of 
Christ, which was sealed and attested by his blood, 
cleanses from sin. Hence the apostle here speaks of 
his purging our sins when he spilt his blood for us on 
the cross, because he then sealed and confirmed that 
covenant of love, that system of grace, which shall 
"take away the sitt of the world." 

4 In the fourth place our text de8cn\>es th^ &m\ 
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ex€iltation of Christ, by his sitting down on the right 
hand of tho Majesty on high." "Who being the 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding (or governing) all things by 
the word of his power, when he had by himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high." 

This describes the divine authority and power in 
which God has set his Son, whom he "has raised 
from the dead, and made to be both Lord and Christ." 
In this authority he must reign, until all are subdued 
unto him, united to him in love.' And then, though 
he will be subject to him, who put all things Qnder 
him, yet he will ever be, as he is constituted of God, 
the Head of every man, the Medium of communication 
between us and the Father, the local and visible per- 
sonification of God unto us. 

It is precious, it is interesting to the soul, to con- 
template Jesus in this high and exalted capacity; 
related to us as a brother, and thus coming nigh unto 
us in familiar intercourse, — and related to God also 
in a higher sense than we, being the brightness of his 
glory, and image of his person. We may expect to 
be able, in our immortal, spiritual existence, to per-> 
ceive the Divine Being, and feel his presence, more 
clearly and sensibly than we do here; yet he is an 
all-pervading Spirit, filling immensity ; and his Christ 
will be unto us his visible habitation, his mouth of 
communication forever. 

The sun is a vast body, a million times larger than 
the earth, and ninety-six millions of miles from us. 
Yet there is a medium through which the rays of light 
from all parts of that great body are converged into 
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the narrow pupil of our eye, and we perceive its whole 
magnitude and its glories. So has God constituted 
Jesus the wonderful medium of his own light and 
glory, — so that we shall see, and know, and enjoy the 
Father in him, insomuch that there will seem, to use 
the language of our apostle, ''to dwell in him all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily." 

If there are other planetary worlds of intelligent 
beings, we may reason from analogy that the one God 
and Father of all, has constituted for them, each race 
or world of them, a Head, to be the medium of his 
presence and his communion with them, as he has con- 
stituted Christ for us. But this is not a matter of rev- 
elation. God's revelation to us relates to the interests 
of our own mortal, yet purposed to heimmortal race. 

In the light and spirit of this revelation we will live 
and rejoice. In our conscious weakness, we love to 
remember "that we have a High Priest above," who 
** knows what is in man," and " who knows how to 
be touched with the feelings of our infirmities ;"-r-that 
we have a Prince and Saviour in so high exaltation, 
who sees and knows the wants of oUr souls, — and 
who will ever be unto us, in wisdom, power and love, 
a Ray of the Father's brightness, and the Image of his 
perfections. 

18* 


CHAPTER IX. 

THB MISSION OF CHBIST. 
SECTION I. 

Erroneous Views Examined. — Christ suffered not In- 
finite Wrath as a Substittite for Man, 

I. Before the introduction of the Messiah into the 
world, it was appointed that his name should be called 
Jesus, which is, being interpreted, Saviour. This 
name was given him to denote the object of his mis- 
sion, the purpose of his coming, which is to redeem 
and save makind. To save them from what? This 
is an important inquiry, and the consideration of it is 
rendered doubly important, if possible, on account of 
the misunderstanding of it which has obtained, and 
has dishonored the gospel. 

It is the common sentiment on this question, that 
the grand object of Jesus' mission is to save mankind 
from suf[ering a penalty or punishment whk^h they 
have incurred by breaking the law of God, This 
penalty is said to be endless death or misery. It has 
been customary for pious clergymen to assert that 
they themselves deserve endless misery for their very 
best performances. Accordingly, if they should re- 
ceive that punishment which strict justice requires, 
eternal woe must be their doom. 

The following is the sentiment of Dr. Watts on the 
penalty of the broken law : — 

" Far in the deep, where darkness dwells, 
The land of hoitoi axiil despair, 
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Justice has built a dismal hell, 
And laid her stores of vengeance there. 

''Eternal plagaes and heavy chains, 
Tormenting racks and fiery coals, 
And darts t' inflict immortal pains, 
Dipped in die Mood of damned soolt.'' 

In speaking of the execution of this penalty, the 
same learned divine uses the following language : — 

" His nostrils breathe oat fiery streams, 
And from his awfal tongue, 
A sovereign voice divides the flame. 
And thmnders roll along. 

"Tempests of angry fire shall roll 
To blast the rebel worm, 
And beat upon his naked s^nl 
In an eternal storm." 

The asseml^ly of Westminster divines have declared 
the punishment which msmkind incur by sin to be 
^^ All the pains and miseries of this life, death itself, 
and the pains of hell forever." 
- But it is not the pains and miseries of this life, and 
death itself, which Jesus came to save men from suf- 
fering, but ^pain^ afJiM forever ; or as Watts calls 
it, immortal paina^ an eiernalsierm of angry fire beat' 
ing tipon the naked soul This is the punishment 
which Jesus undertook to save men from sufferings 
How does he save them from it? By keeping them 
from desl^rving it, or from exposing themselves to it? 
No ; for they have deserved it already, and justice re- 
quires that they shall suffer it. So the work of Jesus 
is to save men from a punishment which they all justly 
deserve. 

How, or by what means, is this to be effected? * 
Answer. By Christ's suffering this punishment e« 
man's vicar or sabstkntd. This is the onV^ fP^^i>^^ ^^ 
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which those who are commonly called orthodox pro- 
fess to hope. The law is just and good, and it must 
be magnified and made honorable. But since man has 
broken atid dishonored the law, in order that it may 
triumph oyer this dishonor wluch man has cast upon 
it, its dreadful sanction must be suffered; and it must 
be suffered by man, the transgressor, unless some sub- 
stitute suffer it in his stead. Accordingly, they cannot 
hope to escape from suffering the whole penalty of the 
law, only on the ground that Christ has suffered it in 
their stead. On the ground that Christ has suffered what 
in their stead? Not the pains and miseries of this life, 
and death itself; for these they expect to suffer them- 
selves. And besides, these compose no part of the real 
penalty of the law. Or, at most, they are only a kind 
of foretaste of it, or a few trifling sparks of that fire, 
the full and infinite blaze of which is reserved for the 
future state. No ; according to the sentiment we are 
now considering, it is not '' the pains and miseries of 
this life, and death itself," but **the pains of hdl for- 
ever," " immortal pains,^^ that ^Christ must suffer, in 
order to afford us any ground to hope for salvation. 
Tempests of angry fire must beat upon his naked soui^ 
in an eternal storm ! ! Shocking thought ! Is such the 
fate of him of whom the angel said, *' Thou shalt caH 
his name Jesus?" Can the Saviour of men never see 
peace ? Must he forever dwell " far in the ddfep where 
darkness reigns," there to suffer ^4mmortal pains?" 

If these be the " storms of vengeance" which justice 
has laid up for sinners, and Christ suffer as their sub- 
stitute, such must truly be his suffering. But the 
iBubject has become too painful. The thought strikes 
lis with a cokl chill of horror. It appears there must 
be scMnething wrong iu the doctcvue before us. At any 
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rale, it fills us with puinful anxiety, and we fly to 
the testimony for relief. 

Is there anything in the testinsony to prove that 
Jesus is suffering immortal pains ? No, there certainly 
is not. Nor is there thejeast proof that Jesus has suf- 
fered, or ever will suffer, any pains^ beyond ^^ the pains 
and miseries of this life, and death itself" 

But we are not left merely to argue that there is no 
proof that Christ suffers immortal pains in a land of 
darkness and despair ; for there is positive evidenee on 
the other side, that it is not so. There is proof thai 
Jesus has ascended to heaven, and is seated in glory 
at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Where, then, is our hope ? If we can hope for sal- 
vation only on the ground that Jesus suffers a punish- 
ment of '* immortal pains" in our stead, wh^e then ia 
our hope? It has vanished; ^'and, like the baseless 
fobric of a vision, leaves not a wreck behind." 

But here it has been argued that Jesus Christ is the 
very Grod. And the infinite God could endure as great 
a quantity of misery in a short time as the whole world 
could suffer to all eternity. So on this ground man 
may be cleared from the fore-men ticmed punishment, 
because God himself, when he died on the cross, sufr 
fered as much in quantity, though short in duration. 

Is this, then, the foundation of the Chriatian hope % 
the idea that the eternal Jehovah, the Creator and 
Governor of the immense universe, he whom the hea^* 
ven of heavens cannot contain, in whom we live, move, 
and have our being, was actually nailed to a tree by 
the hands of men, and there suffered and died ! The 
thought is shocking ; it is even blasphemous. It isrepug- 
nant to reason, and no less repugnant to divm^ t&'v^ 
lation. 
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No; it is replied, Christ did not suffer as God ; biHf 
it was only as man that he suffered. Though Chris* 
is God and man, mysteriously united, yet it was not 
the infinite, but the finite, the human part, that suf- 
fered and died. Now the pvtended ground of hope 
has again vanished. Forasmuch els it is and must be 
admitted, that it was only as man that Christ suf^ 
fered and died, this last attempt to make his sufferings 
amount to as much as the endless misery of the whold 
human family, is mere nothing. The fact is, if we 
have no hope for salvation, only on the position that 
Christ Aa« suffered, or is to suffer, immortal pains in 
our stead, we have no ground to hope all. We may 
sit down in darkness and utter despair. 

Again, this system of the vicarious sufferings of 
Christ is a reflection on the character of God, and de- 
tracts too much from the excellency and glory of his 
plan of salvation. For it supposes that he saves us 
from deserved punishment, by punishing an innocent 
person in our stead. And this is directly against the 
law oi God, as well as against all human ideas of jus- 
tice. Suppose a criminal, under sentence of death, is 
committed to the disposal of the President of the United 
States. The President wishes to spare the guilty per- 
son, but cannot feel satisfied to spare him, unless he 
puts the full amount of punishment on somebody else. 
So he turns and executes an innocent person and clears 
the guilty. The very report of such a procedure would 
strike the citizens of these United States with horror. 
To say that the innocent person offered himself as a 
substitute, would not justify the acceptance of such an 
offer by the civil magistrate. It would still be directly 
against the spirit of our wholesome laws. And these 
human laws, which forbid tVve \!:moc^i^v.V>^\v%^u]xiyshcd 


TBS masioir of cHsm. %Ut 

iiMtead of the guilly, are founded on the law of 
God. 

It seems to us a censurable species of irreverence, to 
hold up that system for the gospel purpose of God, 
which represents the Divine Lawgiver as violating 
the principles of his own law. For he has expressly 
declared that one shall not be punished for another's 
sins, but every man shall die for his own sins. " The 
soul that^inneth, it shall die." And Jesus said to the 
Pharisees, "If ye had known what this meaneth, I 
will have mercy and not sacrifice, ye would not have 
condemned the guiltless." Yet the systems of men 
represent the infinitely just, wise and merciful Father 
of us all, as practising on this principle which the 
Scriptures condemn, pimishing the innocent in order 
to clear the guilty. 

II. Before we spend longer time in examining the 
schemes which men have devised for saving them- 
selves from steering an incurred penalty of endless 
punishment, it may be well to search the Book of th$ 
Law, to see if there be any such penalty there. The 
first pair had a law given them, and death was threat* 
ened as the punishment of disobedience. But this 
death was comprised in the miseries which were to be 
endured in this life. This we learn from the judg- 
ment which was given upon the first case of trans- 
gression. When the man and woman* transgressed, 
they were called to trial, convicted of sin, and sen- 
tenced according to the law which was given them. 
What was the sentence ? The Judge, when he pro- 
nounced the sentence, told them that because they had 
transgressed, they should suffer certain miseries iiU 
they should return to the dust. 

The second tri&l which is recorded, ^8C» w^xv ^ 
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very noted oflSwice, Cain's murder <>f his innoceiit bio-* 
ther. The Judge, who is the great Creator and Law- 
giver himsdf, delivered the sentence thus. ^^"Hie 
voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the 
ground. And now art thou cursed from the earthy 
which hath opeped her mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy hand. When thou tillest the ground 
it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength ; a 
fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth." 
These matters were duly considered in chapters lY. 
and V. 

We have also examined the law given by Moses. 
There we find some threatenings of very severe punish- 
ment, but nothing like that from which it has been im- 
agined that Jesus came to save mankind. The most 
severe threatenings which we find inalltiie law of Moses, 
are recorded in the 26th of Leviticus. There greater 
and greater punishments are Areat^ied in case of con- 
tinued transgression, till it oomes to this. '^And if 
ye wUl not for all this hearken unto me, but walk 
contrary unto me, Then I will walk contrary unto you 
also in fury ; and I, even I, will chastise you sev^i 
times for your sins. And ye shall eat the flesh of 
your s(ms, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye 
eat. And I will make your cities waste, and bring 
yovLT sanctuaries unto desolation. * * And I will 
scatter you afnong the heathen, and will draw out a 
sword after you ; and your land shall be desolate, and 
your cities waste. * * And upon them that are left 
alive of you, I will send a faintness into their hearts 
in the lands of their enemies ; and ye shall perish 
among the heath^i, and the land of your enemies 
shall eat you up." 
TlKmgJi there were pK>p0tlvoi\^\ ^vvxvvA^^ to be 
indicted upon all sins, yel tYv\H Ate^MoN. ^t^Xjoj ^\xv^ 
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y^m ba^^ bow read, vas not to be incurred by any or 
the least offence. They were not toM that they had 
already deserved it, and the Messiah waa appointed 
to screen them from it. It would only be incurred by 
the continued practice oi iniquity, after a long aeries 
of lesser chastisements had proved ineffectual to re- 
claim Aem. 

But how is it with regard to these reasonable and 
just punishmeata which the law does denounce upcm 
aimers? Did the ''just" Saviour suffer for the '' un<- 
just," to save them from those punishments when they 
have been ineunred? No, we have not 3ret found 
the least intimation in the Scriptures, that after men 
have continued their transgressions to the degree upon 
which certain punishment has been threatened, tibey 
shall then be saved from the deserved and threatened 
punishment 

The children of Israel continued to transgress till 
they incurred the foregoing penalty, and then tbey 
snffered it These threat^iings, pronounced nearly 
2000 years before, were then fully executed. And 
Chough Jesus had then been on the earth, we do not 
find that it was any part of his labors to devise a 
scheme to save this people from said punishment wb«a 
they had incurred it 

To be sure Jesus called on this people to repent, and 
turn from their iniquities,^ that they mi^t avoid that 
dreadful judgment But this was not calling on them 
to escape that judgment after they should have fully 
deserved it, but it was calling on them to avoid incur- 
ring it They had not then filled up that measure of 
iniquity upon which' such punishment was predicated. 

But when Jesus had called upon them \o wo efiftftX^ 
seeing theiJr hardness of heart an4 \)\^idaesa oi T^kcv^^ 

19 
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and knowing also what their prophets had long foretold, 
he said unto them, " Fill ye up therefore the measure 
of your fathers ; * * that upon you may come all the 
righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abel to the blood of Zacharias, son of 
Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the 
altar. Verily, I say unto you, all these things shall 
come upon this generation." 

From this it appears their measure of iniquity was 
not then full. That is, they had not fully incurred 
all this punishment. So when Jesus called on them 
to turn from their iniquities, that they might escape 
this dreadful punishment, it was not counselling with 
them how they might escape it after they had fully 
incurred it ; but it was calling on them to avoid incur- 
ring it, to avoid filling up that measure of iniquity 
upon which said punishment was predicated. 

Indeed, so far is it from the truth that Jesus under- 
took to screen men from their just deserts, or to pur- 
chase impunity for them, that he testifies of himself that 
the Father had committed judgment to him ; ' and that 
he, in his kingdom, will render to every man accord- 
ing to his deeds.'' And St. Paul assures us, in the 
most positive form of testimony, that of an interroga- 
tory assertion, that as, under the law given by the 
disposition of angels, every transgression and disobedi- 
ence received a just recompense of reward, we cannot 
escape, if we sin against the principles of the gospel.' 

We have now examined the common sentiment on 
the questions. Prom what has Jesus undertaken to 
save sinners 1 and how? The common sentiment is, 
that he saves sinners from suflFering an incurred pen- 
alty of the law, which is endless death or misery. 

iJobn T. 27, k T^\x. xri. W ^Bom. Si. ^— \^. ^'ft.^.Vv. V^. 
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And the ground of the sinner's hope for salvation has 
been the supposition that Christ has suffered the pen- 
alty in our stead. But, on examination, this hppe 
vanisheth away. For it is found that Christ has 
never suffered any such penalty. It is also seen that 
this sentiment dishonors the Judge of heaven and 
earth ; for it would have us build all our hopes of good 
on the supposition that he punishes the innocent 
instead of the guilty ; and this is contrary to the laws 
both of God and man. The word of God forbids that 
we should ever expect that he will clear us from our 
deserts by punishing an innocent person in our stead. 

Being wearied with the absurdities and sliocking 
aspects of the doctrine, which many of our esteemed 
fellow-Christians hold up in theory, we determined to 
appeal " to the Law and the Testimony." But we 
have found no such penalty there as had been asserted. 
Therefore there is no need of our seeking any longer 
after ground to hope for salvation from a deserved 
endless punishment ; because the law requires no such 
punishment. 

But we have seen that the law does threaten pun- 
ishment, proper punishment, upon transgressors. We 
have also inquired whether it is the object of Jesus' mis- 
sion to save men, (not from the in^aginary punishment 
which learned creeds have threatened, but) from the^ 
real . punishment threatened by the law : that is, 
whether it is the business of Jesus to save us from 
suffering the threatenings of the law after we have 
incurred them. And we find that it is not. We have 
no ground to believe that we can commit sin with im- 
punity. If we go on in sin, we must suffer the misera^- 
ble consequences. " The wages of sin is death. -^^ awA 
"The sou] that sinnetb, it shall die." "l\i\v\^ ««:^ 
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that he hath sinned, and in his trespass that he hath 
trespassed, he shall die." So saith the law ; and Jesns 
himself has nerer offered anything in opposition to it 
He has never engaged to prevent men's suffering 
death as long as the law requires, which is as long as 
they are sinners. 

SECTION II. 

Salvation from Sin.^ 

Let m now renew the inquiry ; — ^What is the salva- 
tion to be effected by fte mission of Christ 7 We find 
an' answer to this question by reading the latter 
clause of the verse which commands the name Jesus, 
lor Bavioiiir, to be given him. "TTiou stoalt call his 
kiame ^esus ; for he shaU save Ms people froim ihekr 
5in»."* . This is the object of JesDs' mission, to " ^ve 
his people from ttieir sins." The i^me sentiment is 
^^pressed by the saying, ^' He suffered, the just for the 
tonjus^, that he might bring us to God."" 

But what is the difference, it will be asked, betweei^ 
sayhig people frcto their sins, and saving them from de- 
served punishtoent. The difference is easily shown. Let 
us lake for instance the case of the Israelites, referred 
to in the preceding section. They were threatened 
with different degrees of punishment upon different 
degrees of sin, till it came to the last and moi^ seyere ; 
viz., " If ye will not after all this hearken unto me, I 
will punish you yet seven times for your sins. The 
fleafe of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters ye 
shall eat," &c. Now there had been lesser punish^ 
ments threatened upon lesser and preceding sins. 
^Therefore, when they had sinned to the d^ree m^i- 
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tioaed next below this kust, aud had suffered the pun- 
ishment threatened upon such sin^ they did not de- 
serve the last mentioned punishment, till they had 
sinned to the last mentioned degree. , 

Now when they had sinned to the last mentioned 
degree, to have screened them from the threatened 
punishment would have been against the law, and 
prov:ed the threatenings of Jehoyah to be null and 
void. But to hatm saved them from sin; that is, to 
have saved them from committing that last mentioned 
degree of sin, woyld have saved them from the pun- 
ishment, not by screening them from it after they had 
incurred it, but by keeping them from deserving it. 
And this, of coarse^ would not have been saving them 
from any incmrr^ punishment ; it would have been 
against no law; nor. would it have made false any 
threatening of God. 

But here the reader will naturally, and very prop- 
erly too, push his inquiry, '/If Jesus did not suffer as 
a substitute for men, to save them from deserved pun- 
ishment, how shall we understand the language before 
quoted from Peter, — '^ForQhrist also hath once suf- 
fered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God'?" And what then is the meaning of 
other Scriptures like these?— "But he was wounded 
for our transgressions ; he was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties; the chastisement of opr peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray ; we have turned every one to his 
own way ; but the Lord bath laid on him the iniqui- 
ties of us all." '^ He hath borne our sins in his own 
body on the tree." How hath he "borne our sins," 
and " suffered for us," unless he has suffered in our 

stead the puTushmmii of ant sins ? 
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I kdtf^^r, hi any sen^e in txrhicti Jeras tifift i^dl^irdl 
to red^ih us fh)m $in, and bring us to Ood, he h9M 
fiuffer^d for us, and has borne dur sms. A shepherd 
has a flock of sheep airtray in the wilderness, and ufi<^ 
dertakes to tedeem them out of thdr lost estate^ into 
his fold. But in doing this he has to endure many 
labors and hardships. Now in these labors atid baitU 
ships he suffers for his flock. He bears their winder* 
ings; not by taking on himself in their stead all the 
consequences of their wanderings; tbef themselves 
must bear dill the necessary eonsequenees of 'their 
Gambling. It is the shepherd's work to save tfaem 
from their wanderings, or from their lost estate ; aad 
^hus he saves them from farther harm, only by bring- 
ing them out of that condition which occasioned theilr 
i^ufietings. And he suflets for them, ^nd bears their 
wanderings, not by becoming their substitute, tot by 
taking updn himself those labors and troubles, which 
fall in his Way as he perseveres in the work (tf thekr 
redemption. 

Let cm s^tnile how be applied. All we like sheep 
have gone astray. We haVe been wandering *in the 
wilderness of sin. Jesus, as a kind shepherd, b»3 
undertaken to redeem us out of the wilderness of sin 
and tni^ery, and bring us into the fold of righteousness 
atid peace, in ca^ying on this work, he bad to pass 
thrdugh i scenes of sufiering, and even a painful and 
4gnbminibus death. In these labors and sufierings, he 
sufi^efred for us, he bore our sins. But, like the sheep 
ih iihe Wilderness, we ourselves must suffer all the just 
'^d fiebeilrisaty conse<pience8 of oor wanderings ; ibr he 
savins trs ftdta. niisery only by bringing la out of that 
^i/tatie and condition which occlusions it. And J^us 
bore our sins, not by mfifechi^^ a& our snbstilaQd, xnir 
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dtserveSt ^unh^m^nt, but by enditring all Mli3 t&bdm 
and troables which came in his way, as fae ptirsiied 
the gracious work of saving us from sfin, or from 
deserving ptinishment. To this 'sentiment apply the 
Scriptures just quoted. "By his stripes we are 
Tlealedf — that is, healed of sin. "Christ hath once 
suffered, the jast for the unjust, that he might brii^ 
us to God." 

Washington suffered for this country ; he bore the 
troubles and misfortunes of the people ; and if he had 
died in battle at the hands of the enemy, while con- 
tending for his country's redemption, he would htfve 
died for the people. But when Major Andre, or some 
other criminal, had been sentenced by the law to be 
lianged, if our Congress had accepted and executed 
Washington as a substitute, it would have heeo. a 
different case, utterly different in principle. If such 
an event had taken place, it would have cast a blet 
on the pages of American history; and whenever we 
read it, we should have been ashamed of the fWly and 
injustice of our government. Now the isatne difference 
is apparent between the sense in which Christ died for 
us according to the Scriptures, and that which tnen 
"have asserted, as there would have been between 
Washington's meeting death iii his course, while la- 
boring for the redemption of his peojde, and his being 
executed by his own government as a substitute €or 
Andre. 

But there is a key to this subject in the 8lh of 
Matftiew. " Whien the cfven was x^ome, they brought 
unto him many that were possessed with devils ; and 
he cast dttt the spirits with his word, and healpd all 
that were srek : that it might be ftdfiUed whiah waa 
spoken b^ Eaaias tiie prophet, 'sa^mg, HmBc^ Vsr^l 
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our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.'' How was 
this saying fulfilled, ^^ Himself took our infirmities, 
and bare our sicknes3es ?" Was it by Jesus' becoming 
sick in their stead? When he found one sick of a 
fever, did he take, the fever from that person on him- 
self, and so beqome sick of a fever in his stead? 
When he found people blind and dumb, did he be- 
come blind and dumb in their stead ? Is this the way 
that Christ fulfilled the saying, '' Himself took our 
infirmities, and bare our sicknesses?" No; the text 
informs us, ^' He healed all that were sick ; that the 
saying might be fulfilled. He bare our sicknesses." 

This, I say, will serve as a key to our subject. If 
ever we come to doubt how the saying is fulfilled, 
" He bare our sins," let us then inquire, how was the 
sayihg fulfilled, " He bare our sicknesses ?" And when 
we see that this saying was fulfilled by his healing 
their sicknesses, then we may understand that the say- 
ing " He bare our sins," or spiritual sicknesses, is ful- 
filled by his healing them. ^' He shall save his people 
frpm their sins." 

OBJECTION. 

^ . Perhaps the question ought here to be considered, 
which has, by a certain description of persons, been 
thought of considerable weight, viz., If the law itself 
do not require an endless punishment ] if man himself 
may sufier the punishment of his own sins, and not 
be endlessly miserable, of what use is a Saviour 
at all ? 

To prepare the way for a simple answer to this 
question, let us propose another. If the sick man may 
sufier the pain of his own disease, what need has be 
of a physician ? or what need has he of being healed ? 
Yqux SLOSwei is, if his disease produces pain, and he 
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mu^ suffer ii himself, he has the greater need of a 
physician. For in this case, the longer the disorder 
remains, the longer the distress continues; and it is 
necessary that the disease should be removed, that its 
painful consequences may cease. 

Here you will observe, that the person who has 
been healed of some disorder, has suffered all the pain 
which the law of our physical nature requires. This 
law does not require that one shall suffer the pain 
of a disease, after the disease is removed, and he is 
restored to health. It only requires that he shsiU 
suffer the pain as long as the disease continues. 

So with the moral law. It onty requires that a 
person shall suffer the pain of his moral disease as 
long as he continues in it. If a man commit iniquity, 
saith Ezekiel, '^In his sin that he hath sinned he shall 
die." "There is no peace to the wicked." "God 
will render to every man according to his work. 
Tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man 
that doeth evil." This the sinner must suffer Aim- 
self ;{ov it is the word of Ood who cannot lie. 
Therefore a Saviour is absolutely necessary, to save 
the sinner from sin. For as long as he continues 
in sin, this threatened death, or tribulation and 
anguish, will abide upon him. Hence, if men were 
to continue in sin to all eternity, they would be 
eternally miserable. For moral misery is coeval with 
the moral disease. 

We can now discover that the work of salvaticm 
by Christ is very beautifully represented by the heal- 
ing of the sick. For by this representation, we learn 
that he saves us from moral woe, by removing the 
cause, and restoring us to a state of spiritual* te«;Uh^ 
which is holiness. ^^ Christ loved the cYvuidcv^ ^\A 
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ga^e himself far it, that he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the word ; and that 
he might present it- to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, nor wrinkle, nor any such thing, but 
that it should be holy and without blemish.'"" 

RECAPITULATION. 

We are now prepared to give short and direct 
answers to these several inquiries. 

1st Who are the unjtisi, for whom the just Saviovr 
suffered 7 Answer : They are mankind as a race of 
beings. '* All we like sheep have gone astray, (have 
become unjust,) and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquities of us all." (Isa. liii. 6.) '* He, by the grace 
of God, tasted death for every man." (Heb. ii. 9.) 

2d. In what sense are we to understand that Christ 
suffered for the unjust ? Ha^ he suffered the punish- 
ment which the unjust deserved^ or for the sins of the 
unjust 7 Answer: Christ was not punished instead 
of the unjust, which we have seen to be contrary to 
the Scriptures, and to involve a principle contrary to 
all revealed justice. But he has suflfered for, or on 
aceount of, the sins of the unjust ; because it was in 
the prosecution of a work for their salvation from sin 
and its evils, that he suffered and died. He ^^bare 
our sins," in the same sense in which he fulfilled the 
saying, *'he bare our sicknesses," viz., by sympathy, 
— ^and by taking on himself the charge of the case, 
and the application of the cure. 

3d. If Christ has suffered for the sins of the unjust^ 
are the unjust to suffer for their own sins 7 Answer : 
Yes; because he did not suffer, as a substitute, the 
punishment of their sins ; but he suffered as the ser- 
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rant of God and friend of man, and attested by his 
own blood the verity of that love Divine which shall 
overcome all evil with good, and bring ns, as dear 
children, to our Father, God. 

4th. If men do not suffer for their own sins, how 
does " every one*'* receive according to his works, whether 
good or bad 7 Answer : Men do and shall suffer for 
theit own sins. To deny this is to contradict the gen- 
eral train of Scripture testimony on this subject. As 
the strayed sheep in the wilderness, which the shep- 
herd seeks to restore, must suffer the evils of their 
own wanderings, — and the shepherd bears their wan- 
derings only by sympathy, and in the labors and 
sufferings of restoring them, — and he saves them from 
continued suflFerings only by bringing them out of the 
condition which caused them to suffer; — so must we 
suffer the miseries of our sins while we will continue 
to be sinners, — and Jesus saves us from continued 
sufferings only by bringing us out of the condition 
which occasions our miseries, viz., sin. "He suffered, 
the just for the unjust, thai he might bring *ns to 
GodP 

The reader will perceive, by duly considering the 
expositions which we have offered on the subject of 
the foregoing inquiries, that we are the only denomi- 
nation of Christians who believe and maintain the doc- 
trine 'so abundantly taught in the Scriptures, viz., that 
"the Lord searcheth the heart and trieth the reins, 
even td give every man according to his ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings." All other doc- 
trines make the whole multitude of those who 
shall be saved in heaven, be they more or less, to be 
exceptions to the truth of these Scriptural teacWm^. 
Consequently, whenever they have aught \o b«i^ oi ^ 
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sect of religionists who detiy the threatenmgs of lh# 
Bible, we may promptly and justly r^ly unto thest, 
ThMi art the seeL 

SECTION III. 

TTie General Purpose of the Saviour* s Mission. 

In viewing Jehovah's purpose through the missicm 
of his Son, we discover his grand design in the crea- 
tion of our race. For in this we see the purposed 
inheritance of man, his ultimate allotq^nt Surelyi 
then, there is no subject that can.engage the attentioa 
of man, which is so important as this. It would be 
with an earnest solicitude that men woul4 search the 
revelations of some political economy, which should 
INTomise ^n increase of national wealth. With what 
devout faithfulness, then, should we search the record 
of the infinite Father's will and purpose, involving the 
interest of our immortal being. 

There is no place for cavil here — ^nor for fear, other 
than reverential fear. True, we are not now advanc* 
ing upon a subject which relates to the reward of our 
doings. It is upon an inheritance which is '^ not ac- 
cording to our works, but according to the purpose 
and grace of God, which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began." <* But we should not for this 
reason start back, shut our eyes, and refuse to look, 
lest we should see revelations of grace so glorious as 
to paralyze our nooral efibrts. From the mere fact 
that a subject does not relate to the payment of our 
earnings^ it does not follow that it is demoralizing to 
consider it. While we are assured that, " though hand 
join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished," « 
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ikMi for all the good we do we shall receive pay- 
ment in full, even for the smallest deed of yirtye/ 
we cannot be harmed by discovering other good, 
which is beyond our merits. Are you afraid to open 
your eyes to the wonderful revelations of science, lest 
you i^ould behold so much of the wisdom and majesty 
and glory of God, which are not according to your 
works, as to afflict you with moral indifference 1 
Never! These advancing discoveries of the Crea^ 
tor's adorable perfections, as displayed in his wcnrks, 
rather elevate your moral affections, and promote 
their active vigor. So will '^ the light of knowledge 
of the ^lory of God in the face of Jesus Christ," inspire 
increasing admiration and love for the Divine perfec- 
tions, and add a zest to the pleasures of obedience. I 
say tiien to the reader, in the language of Gabriel to 
the shq^erds, **Fear not" — to open your eyes and 
your ears to the revelations of Jesus Christ. 

But there is a point presenting itself here, which I 
wish to settle with the reader in the outset An un- 
derstanding of it is ess^itial to our pursuing with profit 
the subject before us. It relates to the reality and 
consistency of any such fad, as an efficient purpose 
and government of God in the moral creation. In the 
views taken in the first two chapters of this work, 
evincing the wisdom and power of God in the arrange^ 
ments, designs, and government of the physical world, 
all will go with us. When they look into the arrange^ 
Bient, adaptedness, and harmony, — 

" the bearings and the ties, — 

The strong connexions; nice dependencies," 

of this outward system, — they will all shout die f raise 

'Matt. z. 42. 
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and glory of God, in riew of bis perfect {daii and 
government in it. 

Bat what is the physical universe ? Of itself, alcxiei 
it is worth nothing. All this vast material creation, 
without a sentient creature to inhalnt it, would be as 
useless as boundless void. The prophet says of God's 
creation of the world, " He created it not in vain ; he 
made it to be inhabited." And though it is made to 
be the habitation of a great variety of animals, it is 
chiefly designed for MAN, as an intellectual and moral 
being. 

It must have been for a noble purpose that Grod con- 
stituted mankind with such faculties: — and in his 
revealed wcwrd, and in his creation and providence, we 
see the proofs of his corresponding care and regard f<Hr 
us. The very ordinances of heaven are ordained for 
our benefit. This vast and stupendous outward crea^ 
tion, with its wonderful order and grandeur and 
utility, was not a sport of ingenuity and power. It 
was designed as a means to occupy the mind of man, 
and develope gradually to his understanding the 
wisdom, and power, and goodness of Jehovah, — 'thus 
contributing lK)th to the physical support and the 
mental enjoyment of his children. What a depth of 
wisdom — what a vast profundity of wonderfully 
contrived sources of human convenience and enjoy- 
ment, is there provided in God's creation, into which 
the human mind is gradually making discoveries, — 
and which must forever have been useless, were it not 
for such creatures as man, with capacities to seek out 
and adapt their uses. Indeed, the whole visible crea- 
tion, with all its wonders and utilities and glories, 
seems chiefly designed for us. Strike out of being the 
inteilectual creation, the wxavct^ of created mindsj 
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and the chief adaptedness and glory of the material 
creation are lost. 

What an affecting discovery do we here make of 
the importance of man in God's creation, and of the 
Divine regard for him. The vast material universe is 
specially provided for him, and is comparatively use- 
less without him ! Methinks I see the minds of my 
readers rising in the majesty of the subject, and con- 
scious of the elevation of their rank, as creatures 
receiving so great and special attention from the Eter- 
nal, pressing the inquiry, with a pious earnestness to 
know, and to improve by it, — " What is the purpose 
of God in this crowning work of his creation ?" 

It is to this subject that we are to look for the chief 
manifestation of the Divine perfections. Yet it is here, 
mainly, that the creeds of men have dishonored and 
exploded the wisdom and power of God. They look 
into the physical system, and shout praises to the per- 
fection of God's purpose and government in it ; — but 
coming to the intellectual and moral creation, they 
hardly dare look whether there is a purpose and gov- 
ernment there, evincing the wisdom and power of 
God, or not. It is as if you were sitting in judgment 
on the character of a father, and formed your decision 
by the splendor of his house, utterly regardless of his 
conduct towards his family. 

Did I say that men hardly dare look into the moral* 
system, whether there is a perfect plan and govern- 
ment there or not? Nay, in treating of this most im- 
portant department of God's creation, they ascribe to 
him malevolence, and weakness, and folly. They 
assert that countless millions of God's immortal family 
will be doomed to employ their minds, and a\\ liSci^vt 
{acuities as thinking, moral, feeling beings, m cuxsmd^ 
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Gkxl, cufsing tbeir own existence, and in demonstra- 
tions and howlings of boundless torment. And how 
shonld this appalling catastrophe be the end of God's 
moral creation and government? It used, when there 
was more hardihood in theologians than there is now, 
to be assumed that this was pursuant to the original pur- 
pose of the Creator. John Calvin says, in his Book of 
Institutes, ''All men are not created to the like estate, 
but to some eternal life, and to others eternal danma- 
tion, was fore-appointed." 

But it is so obvk>us to common sense tha4; this view 
denies to God that wisdom which works always to 
a good end, and ascribes to him a purpose which none 
other than a spirit of infinite malignity could devise 
and prosecute, diat theie is scarcely a man now who 
will ascribe to God such an original pui^se. Yet, the 
creeds of many still embrace the same dreadful result. 
And why shall it so eventuate? They say the origi- 
nal intentions of Crod were good and benevolent. The 
creation of man was a motion of the Divine benevo- 
lence, with the design to produce and rear up a great 
family of children to share with him in eternal felicity. 
Why, then, shall the result be so painfully different, 
presenting, instead of the intended scene of moral 
beauty and blessedness, a boundless scene of moral 
wretchedness and ruin? Of course so many unex- 
pected events must have taken place, and things in 
their operation must have had so different a bearing 
upon one another from what was intended, that the 
Deity is painfully disappointed, and irretrievably 
failed, in the end ! There is a failure of the Divine 
plan ! 

This view obvioudy ascribes imperfection to God, in 
xeapect to his kaowtedge^ lua msd^syoc^ ^\i4 Vus ^wer. 
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If unexpi^ted erents occurred to defeat the original 
plan of the Deity, he was of course ignorant of those 
contingent events. Infinite knowledge, or prescience^ 
cafinot be disappointed. To say that God foreknew 
the result, and yet adopted and pursued the abortive 
plan, is to deny his wisdom ; for nothing but con- 
summate folly will engage in a purpose it knows wil; 
fail. And in either case the power of God is limited ; 
for he is represented to be unable to accomplish his 
own purpose, in the most important department of his 
creation and government. 

But there is a late specious method of evading 
these irreverent conclusions, which result from the 
passing theology of the day. It is to say that God 
does not fail in his purpose, although his children, 
few, many, or all, should be the subjects of final 
wretchedness ; — ^for that his purpose was that mankind 
should be finally happy or miserable, just as they 
should make themselves, under the various and coun« 
ter infiuences in the midst of which he would place 
them. But strip the idea h^re comprised, of the 
sophistical garb in which it is dressed, and it is simply 
and plainly tfiis, — that God had no definite purpose in 
the creation ©f the human race. By a sport of inge- 
nuity and power he threw them out into existence, 
with their wonderful capacities, and cast them upon 
the varpng and eddying tide of time, with no purpose 
at all as to what they should be, how they should 
fate, or how their faculties should be employed, vAie- 
ther to the production of final good or final evil 1 

Surely the system of faith which comprises such a 
view of the creation of God, cannot be received as the . 
gospel of him, who, by a just metonymy o5 s^pw\i^ \% 
Vfilled tb94tisdani of God. We look inlo tlixe^^^tp^^^^^ 

20^ 


dimtioii, and in ttikigs of ^ompaaratively na icBpoi^ 
laace, there 19 acknowledged on all hands to have 
beena dei&ike and in&llible pai^se in their produc- 
tioa. But those beings, for whom all other thii^ 
were made, — ^tbe Universe of created minds, each one 
of which is of more importance than all the universe 
besides, are supposed to be thrown out into existence 
without a plan ! there being with the Creator no great 
purpose as to their final employment and condition ! — ^ 
But these dark, blank, soul-mystifying schemes <^ 
religious profession, are the folly of man, and not of 
God. 

I have made these brief references to oppoAtes, in 
Sfder to make more clear and impressive the affirma- 
tive of our subject In the grand moral system taught 
by Ae revelation of Jesus Christ, is the highest and 
fullest manifestation of the wisdom, €^ all the perfec- 
tions of God. And here his wisdom is seen to be that 
which is '^ full of n^rcy and good fruits, without par- 
tiality and without hypocrisy.'' > Its moving energy is 
hve. And the oommnnication of this interesting truth 
is the first aim and effort of the gospel. ''God is 
love." ''Ood commendeth his love towards us, in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.'** 
And this testimony of love is for our race ; for, '^ be, 
by the grace of God, tasted death for every man."' 
It is hence evinced that '' the Lc^d is good to all and 
his t^ider mercies are over all his work&"^ Sueh 
being the moi^l character and disposition of the Oe- 
ator, it was of course his de^ire^ in the creati<m <^ oisr 
species, to maUce their existence to be their Uesmg. 
AH, indeed, ascribe to Grod this benevolent desirsi. 
And as a wise Creator, he would, <^ course, institute 

«j«aa«iii. 17. i1Una.T.S. '^1UK\\.%- '^'t^.aait.V* 


B^pw^oM^gteMble^ to his dsdre. And so be did. By 
lbs revelatiMi of Jesus Christ, '^he hath abounded to* 
ward us in all wisdom and prudence, having mada 
kiH>wn unto us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasttfe, which he hcUh purposed in himself , 
that in the dispensation of the fulness of times he 
■ugbt gaUi^f togetter in one all &ings in Christ, both 
wiueh sure in heav^i and on earth, eren in him.'"^ 

It is hence seen to be a settled point, that God hath 
a purpose in his moral creation, — not a purpose which 
may be anything or nothing, purposed and thrown at 
loose ends in some weak and fallible agency, — ^but he 
AalA purposed it in himself — committing its perform- 
anoe to his own wisdom and might And this purpose 
is, that his moral creation shall be harmonized and 
Ratified wilb his own spirit of loye and blessedness^ 
jrevealed in Jesus Christ. And though some have told 
ma that if all this is true, it is not wise and prudent to 
preach it, yet the apostle assures us that in the fuU 
arevelation of this glorious truth, God ^'hath abounded 
toward us in all wisdom and prudence^ That it is 
00, we diall see demonstrated in the sequel. 

An objection to our faiA-inspring view of the per-- 
fect and successful wisdom and power of God in his 
moral creation and government, has been thought to 
be ra^ed from ih^ present exiUenoe of evil, " God," it 
is said, '^is as wise^ and good, and powerful now, as 
be ever will be ; and therefore as evil now exists, no^ 
withstanding sucb are the perfections of God, it always 
may exist with equal consistency." But this is a b€^ 
ging of the question. There is no dispute that evil 
exists; hut wkjf is it permitted to be?. We are no- 
where told Asit it is in frustration of any puri^^ q£ 


God. God saw fit to give ns ' oiir initiatory^ siste ci 
being m a mortal constitution, with pasrions and ap- 
petites subject to various and counts influences. He 
has given us a law, or rtile of right and happiness. 
But he has not revealed it as h ts purpose, at once wsA 
from the beginning, to fill the minds of m^i with the 
full light and knowledge of his truth and glory, and 
bring to bear upon them all that moral influ^ice, 
which should make this law of right the governing 
principle of the whole man. True, tJie neglect of flife 
law is sometimes called the not doing of the wiU o( 
God. But a will of precept is here meant, and not a 
will of purpose. Men may, and do, in tMs peceabie 
state, violate the law of commandment, or rule of 
moral right, given them to guide and discipline. But 
if we once admit that men may frustrate the purpo&e 
of God, to our mind the Deity is dethroned, — all our 
hope in him is vanished, and, '4ike the baselem 
fabric pf a vision, leaves not a wreck behind." 

But our immortal hope is not in the will of preoept, or 
law of commandment, which is made binding upon all 
men from the beginning; — ^it is in the revealed will of 
purpose which Jehovah hcUh purposed m himself. 
His own perfections, then, are pledged for its acccnn- 
plishment — ^not all at the present mom^it, but "in tke 
dispensation of the fulness of times." And for the ac- 
ccMuplishment of this purpose, God will make tributary 
the very incidents which have been urged as objec- 
tions to his successful wisdom and goodness in his 
plans. The experience which shall be derived botii 
from the obedience and disobedience of the will of pre- 
cept, and the rewards and punishments consequent, — 
and from th6 various blessings and trials of iearth, — 
and from the ravages of deaXYk^'>SLdL^<&x^<sKixx^t.iQn from 
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die dead, — and the leaobings and mamfestations of 
truth amd love, — all these disciplines, trials, mercies, 
and moral infiaences, will God make to concqr, by 
their operations, in due time to remove the very will 
and disposition of wrong, and make the law of love, 
and life, and liberty, and praise, the ruling spirit of the 
universal wbola 

What! the present existence of evil an objection 
to this hope ? We have seen that the present existr 
ence of evil is not a failure of the original purpose of 
Grod ; — ^but its eternal continuance would be. Such is 
the revealed word. "The creature (creation) was 
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason 
of him who hath subjected the same in hope ; bec^uiie 
the creature itself also shall be deUvered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God." ' IS the factj then, that the creation 
is 09 God made it, siibfect to vanity, an argument that it 
shall not be €is he has purposed tomedee it, deUvered from 
the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of 
the children of Ood? — The wisdom of the world is 
foolishness indeed, compared with the wisdom, of 
Heaven. 

The Scriptures are so full of instruction on the great 
subject before us, that it is dijQicult to restrict our selec- 
tions to the space that can be afforded. But to inspire 
the reader with admiration of the fulness, the force, 
and the harmony of the inspired teachings, on this as 
.on other great and important doctrines, I will go back 
to the be^ning, and present specimens of the testi- 
mony as it proceeds from age to age. 

On the instance of the first communication of God 
to man, after he had fallen imder the power of evU.^ he 

*IUm. viii. 20,21. 
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declared in sabstanoe, that the seed tf the woman 8haU> 
bruise the serpents head? Let ns maiatain, now, the 
simpUcity of an inquiring child, and receive this, and 
every other witness, in its legitimate and natural beard- 
ing. Gro back in your thoughts to that interesting 
occasion.' There stand the human race, in embryo, in 
their first progenitors. They have just fallen a pr«y 
to deception, and become involved in the bondage of 
sin. The source of the deception, and the consequent 
evil that is preying upon them, is represented by the* 
metaphor of a serpent, which is an emblem of cun^ 
ning. And now, their Creator and Father, lor their 
encouragement and hope, declares in their hearing, 
that the woman's seed shall bruise the serpent's head. 
As the bruising of the head denotes entire destructios, 
the plain indication of this passage to the unsophisti- 
cated mind, is, that God would raise up (»ie of the 
woman's prog^iy, who should make an end of evil, 
and free from its dominion the moral creaticm. 

There is the same indicaticm in the promise of God 
revealed to Abraham, and renewed to Isaac, and 
again to Jacob : — " In thy seed shall all nations (kin- 
dreds and families) of the earth be blessed."* St. 
Peter apjdies this to Jesus Christ; and explains the 
promised blessing to be the salvaticm described in the 
preceding section, deliverance from sin. " Ye are the 
children of the prophets, and of the cov^iant which 
God made with our fa&ers, saying unto Abraham, 
And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the esurth be 
blessed. Unto you first, God, having raised up his 
Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away 
every one of you from his iniquities."* St. Paul also 

> Gen. iii. 15. « Gen. xviii. 18 ; xxii. 18 j xxvi. 4 ; xxviii. 14. 

* Acts iiL 25, 26. 
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diaws from this ancient promise the same hope of 
spiritual good. To the Galatians he says, '^ And the 
Scriptures, foreseeing that God would justify the 
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel 
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be 
blessed." And he further assures us that there is no 
principle involved in the law, which was given to 
Moses four hundred and thirty years after this . gospel 
promise, which shall in any manner interfere to pre- 
vent tha graciously promised work of moral renova- 
tion.*" 

The prophet Isaiah, describing in poetic strain the 
blessed work of Messiah's mission, says, — '' He slntll 
smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with 
the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid; and the calf, and the 
young lion, and the fatling together, and a little child 
shall lead them."'' Observe, it is with the breath of 
his lips that he will slay the wicked, — the word of his 
truth and grace. And as it is not with the brute crea- 
tion, but the moral world, that his mission has to do, 
what is here said of the friendliness and docility of the 
leopard, wolf and lion, is a poetic description of the 
effect upon the morai world, to be wrought by the 
reign of Christ. 

The same blessed work is signified again by a deliv- 
erance from darkness and prison. "I the Lord have 
called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of 
the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the 
blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, 

b Gal. iii. B, 17. « Isa. la. \> «. 
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and them that set in darkness ont of die prison- 
house."* 

There is an important point in all these gospel testi- 
monies, to which I would call the reader's particular 
attention. They do not treat on the reward of human 
virtue, but on the plan of God to produce virtue itself. 
We are not here instructed as to what shall te the 
allotment of those who will escape from darkness and 
from prison j^ but we are taught of the purpose of 
God's moral government through Christ, to open the 
blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, 
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison-house. 

The purpose of God in Christ contemplates mankind 
as in moral darkness, in the bondage of sin and error ; 
and it institutes plans and arrangements for their en- 
lightenment and moral renovation. By duly observ- 
ing this trait in the gospel teachings, as you make 
progress, you will be the better qualified to appre- 
ciate our elucidation of the same in the sequel. 

Passing over a world of instruction on this interest- 
ing subject, by the prophets, we will come and listen 
to the first annunciation of the Saviour's advent. 
"And there were in the same country shepherds 
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks 
by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them ; and they were sore afraid. And the angel said, 
unto them. Pear not; for, behold, I bring unto you 
good tidings of great joy, which shcUl be unto all peo- 
ph. For unto you is bom, this day, in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." ' 

Unto whom is Christ bom to be a Saviour ? This 
was addressed to the shepherds of Judea; " Unto you 

<« Jsa. xlii. 6, 7 . * ViaVa \\, V-W. 
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is bom a Saviour.^ Is he born for others? Yes; 'for 
the angel said this good news shall be to all people, — 
"unto you is born a Saviour." So, then, the creden- 
tials with which the Messiah is introduced upon earth, 
correspond with the expectation which prophetic vis- 
ions had inspired. And who can be indifferent to this 
sweet angelic message T All heaven is in excitement. 
The angel host, in glowing love to men, seeing the end 
of that high mission which shall make them angels 
too, draw near to earth in rapturous song, — " Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will to 


meny 


^ Angelic hosts above 

The blest Redeemer sing, 
And all the blissfnl seats of love 
With loud hosannas ring. 

" Ye pilgrims too, below, 

Your hearts and voices raise ; 
Let every breast with gladness glow^ 
And every month be pnuse.*' 

• 

[Digression^ Kind reader, I desire you to hold in 
mind the point of progress in our subject at which we 
now break off, while you go with me in a short di- 
gression. I solemnly ask you to ponder, with prayerful 
candor, the question I have to ask you. The stage of 
our progress in the study of Messiah's mission, is the- 
precise spot for our halting to turn our face to the ques- 
tion I allude to. The matter of inquiry is this, — How 
can we expect to find, in this blessed gospel mission, 
announced from heaven as matter of rejoicing unto aU 
people, — and insuring results, the view of which made 
songs of praise resound through upper worlds, — how, I 
ask, cjin we expect to find, in this special ecotioui'^ ot 
grac^, a revelation of infinite, revengeful, wtaXScv, \» 

21 


%I2 CQMFBNDOF CHKIS'RAN 0IYIiaTT. 

jNrey upon counttess millions of souk immortaliml in 
endless tonnents 1 It is a settled case, that if we are 
to find this doctrine in the inspired revelation at all, 
we are to find it revealed in this gospel ministry of 
glad tidings to all people, which filled angelic minds 
with thoughts of Heaven^ s good ndll to men ! I 

Be gentle, dear reader: — I perceive that you will 
turn your head with horror at the disgusting incon-^ 
gruity. The thought that such an appalling doctrine 
should, as an essential and distinguishing constituent, 
peculiarly belong to such a glorious system of love, is 
distracting to the mind which h£^s lived upon harmo- 
nies. Such a combination of theological parts, if it 
were not infinitely more horrid, would be no less 
ludicrous than the poet's description of the incongru- 
ous painter : 

" Suppose a painter to a human head 
Should join a horse's neck, and wildly spread 
The various plumage of a feathered kind 
O'er limbs of different beasts absurdly joined ; 

Would you not laugh, such pictuites to behold? 
Such is the book, which, like a sick mam's dreams, 

Varies all shapes, and mixes all extremes. 

* # # * # * 

Monstrous to mix the cruel and the kind, 

Serpents with birds, and lambs with tigers joined." f 

» 

But at the enormous incongruity, which makes a 
boundless world of moral desolation and inexhaustible 
anguish the revelation of the glad tidings, and of good 
will from Heaven to men, — at this, I say, we cannot 
laugh. In the language of its eloquent advocate, 
Saurin, "It makes some melancholy, and others 
mad;" and to thousands "it makes life itself a cruel 
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bitter." And bow can it otherwise affect the sensitive 
soul that truly believes it? To feel the pressure of 
injinke consequences pending our present doings, 
— "infinite joy, or endless woe"* — to be turned one 
way or the other to our allotment by our every thought, 
word, or deed in life, — ^is what no mind, grasping its 
magnitude, could endure, and be sane, for a single 
hour. And though there is a theoretic belief of this 
doctrine, which, in some degree affects its millions, — 
and though thousands have been capable of realizing 
the tremendous hazard, so as to be crushed and made 
wrecks by its weight, — yet it is a happy circumstance 
that comparatively few are<;onstitutionally capable of 
grasping the subject. 

St. Paul congratulated his Christian brethren, in 
that they had "not come unto the mountain that 
might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto 
blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and the voice of 
words, which voice they that heard entreated that the 
word should not be spoken to them any more ; " but that 
they were ^' come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem." But if the 
doctrine which we have now turned aside to look upon, 
were the genius of mount Sion, the contrast must have 
been reversed. For I would leave these mountains of 
human divinity, and cast myself down at the foot of 
mount Sinai with pleasure. And Sinai's cloud, which, 
compared with the Christian gospel, was so black and 
portentous, should, in comparison with this human 
gospel, be as the soft cloud of spring which varie- 
gates the sky ; and Sinai's thunder, which was com- 
paratively so fearfully terrific, should be as the mild 
floating breezes along the green meadow : — ^foi,er^uwvt 

g Watts, H. 66, B. 2. 
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opposers being judges, there was nothing revealed on 
Sinai's summit, by a million times multiplied without 
end, so terrible, as the doctrine of immortal anguish, 
entire and hopeless torments. 

That this doctrine was not revealed under the Old 
Testament dispensation, was shown in the appropriate 
place, under the penalties of the law. But I will here 
add, not proof, but further evidence that I did not per- 
vert the testimony in making out the proof referred ta 
One circumstance to this point is the fact, ti^iat such a 
man as Professor Stuart, the head of the first Calvin* 
astic school in our country, with all his desire to find 
this doctrine in the Old Testament, is unable to put 
his finger upon its revelation there. He does, indeed, 
in his Exegetical Essays, make an effort to palm this 
doctrine, in some form, upon two or three passages of 
these Scriptures. But the manner of his doing this, sets 
his entire want of proof in a light most strong and con- 
clusive. The method of his argument is substantially 
this : — " Sheol denotes, primarily, the imder-world, the 
region of the dead^ whither both the righteous and the 
wicked go, at their decease. And in this sense it is 
commonly used. Still, there are certain texts, in which 
Sheol occurs, where it may indeed be explained, as 
usual, of the state of the dead universally, but where 
it may also be supposed to include the idea of a place 
of punishment there; that is, if we first take for 
granted that the respective writers held that there 
was such a place there."** 

What a remarkable argument is this, from such an 
author! And how forcible is its evidence to the point 
before us! With his deep penetration, strong gra^p of 
intellect, extensive learning, and irrepressible desire to 

k Stuart's Essays, p. 10«— *114 *, lAd. itfjl« m\Im. 'Eo. "« . ^. "(. ^V3L« 
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sustain the doctrine in question, he can fiwd no reve- 
lation of it in the ancient Scriptures. The most h6 
can find, is, two or three figurative texts, where U 
may be supposed that a place of torment beyond 
death is alluded to, if we take for granted that the 
respective writers held there was such a place there ! 
So, then, these writers have never revealed such a doc- 
trine. They have never told us that they held that 
there was such a place in hades as a place of tor- 
ment. We have got to take far granted^ without 
proof, that they held it, and then we mm/ suppose 
that they included the disputed idea in the texts 
referred to. Vain, then, has been the learned Prcrfes- 
sor's search, in those Scriptures, for the doctrine in 
question. 

I must also present the reader, in this place, with 
the conclusion of the learned and critical orthodox 
Jahn^ upon the same subject. 

" That the ancient Hebrews believed, that there was 
a difference, in their situation in sheol, between the 
good and the bad, although it might indeed be inferred 
from their ideas of the justice and benignity of God, 
(Matt. xxii. 32,) cannot be proved by direct testimony. 
The probability, however, that this was the case, 
seems to be increased, when it is remembered, that 
the author of the book of Ecclesiastes, who, in chap- 
ter iii. 18, speaks somewhat skeptically of the immor- 
tality of the soul, says in chapter xii. 17, that the 

* spirit shaU return to God who gave it,^ [and, although 
he nowhere in express terms holds up the doctrine 
of future rewards and punishments, informs us in 
chapter xii. 14, of something very much like it, viz., 

* 7%a^ Ood shaU bring every work into jvdgmmU^ 
vntk epery secret ihingj whether good or evil.' "\ 
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''We have not authority, therefor^ decide4Iy to say, 
that aayoAer motives were held out to the ancient 
Hebrews to pursue the good and to avoid the evil, 
than those which were derived from the rewards and 
punishmeats of this life. That these were the motives 
which were presented to their minds, in order to influ- 
ence them to pursue a right course of conduct, is 
expressly asserted in Isa. xxvi. 9, 10, and may be 
learned also from the imprecations which are met with 
in many parts of the Old Testament." ^ 

Finally, it can hardly be regarded as a disputed 
point in theology, among the learned, that endless 
pimishmeat was not revealed in the ancient oracles 
oi God) which he committed to his chosen people. 
Of course, the people of those earlier ages, including 
the first four thousand years of the world, are not 
to be judged by a law involving such a penalty. It 
is contrary to all justice, human and Divine, to judge 
a man by an ex pest facto law. The earlier inhabi- 
tants of the earth were amenable only to the law 
under which they lived. If endless punishment, then, 
is a constituent of the second covenant, or covenant 
of grace ! which is a revelation of the gospel of good 
tidings to all people ! ! none but those whose lot it is 
to live in the Christian age, can be exposed to its 
terrible vengeance. What a covenant were this, in 
the light of which for the believers to say, " For God 
bath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound mind."^ And if Sion's 
thunder were so infinitely more tremendous than 
that of Sinai, what a wonderful congratulation was 
Ihat of St Paul to the Hebrew Christians, that they 

• ♦ « * 

' Jabn.*a Biblical Archaeologf , §114. J t Tkti. i. T. 


vumow or nns» «A¥ioirs'8 ummfus. 947 

kadiiotvome uolo the Sinai of their fathera^ but thM 
tbsf hud eoiBe unto Mount Sioa ! 

But enough of this. That merciless doc trine, which 
the lelurned who iMuid find it, cannot, in the old cove- 
naht^ forms no part of the new. Therefore we will 
re^m to our subject, the purpose of the Saviour's 
mission.] 

And now we are at home again, returned from our 
long digression, to '^ the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God." I was showing that the mission of Jesus eom- 
pfises UMitters of joyful interest to the human race, 
in the same light do the Sayiour's own words abun- 
dantly represent him* '^ F(»- the Son of man is come 
%o save that which was lost.'"" And he represents his 
faithfulness to be as that of a shepherd, who, in pur- 
suit of the wandering of his flock, will never relinquish 
his enterprise, while there is one lost sheep in the 
wilderness. He will press on, to the joy set before 
bint, the greeting of the last poor wanderer restored.' 

The apostles of Jesus^ to whom he gave the words 
the Father had given to him, abound in the most 
plain «nd unambiguous testimony on the purpose of 
God in Christ. I have drawn somewhat upon them 
already, and shall not find space, nor do I deem it 
needful, to give but a few additional 'specimens of 
their style of gospel witness. St. Paul, in his epistle 
to the Romans, (v. 16 — 19,) represents the greatness 
and extent of the cure, through Christ, of the evils 
of humanity, by placing it Ju con^rison with those 
evils, and giving it the supremacy. '^ But not as the 
offence, so also is the free gift For if, through the 
offeiiee of one, many be dead ; much more the grace 
W God, and the gift by grace, which is by one mau^ 

*Jfc«- xriu, 11. ' Jbtt JwUi, 12, la •, lidke x^. V-*% 
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Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. ♦ * * ♦ 
Therefore, as by the offence of one, judgment came 
upon all men unto condemnation, even so, by the 
righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life. For as by one man's dis- 
obedience itiany were made sinners; so by the obe- 
dience of one shall many be made righteous." 

We are not permitted, by the rule of Divitie judg- 
ment revealed in the Scriptures, to construe this as 
meaning that the individual sins of Adam are imputed 
to his posterity J for it is declared by Jehovah that the 
son shall not be condemned for the sins of the father." 
The apostle seems to take a view of mankind -as 
standing in the earthy or Adamic nature, and as all 
being subject, to a greater or less degree, to the same 
infirmities and evils, in that same nature. Then, on 
the other hand, he shows it to be the plan of Divine 
grace to bring about the same efffective and character- 
istic relation between mankind and Christ, or the hea^ 
venly nature; — and to make this relation equally 
extensive, and even mare productive of its legitimate 
fruits. To deny this construction, would be to make 
this portion of the Record without meaning. 

The same* sentiment is expressed in Rom. viii. 20, 
21. The passage was incidentally quoted in a former 
part of this section, but vre introduce it again for a 
more critical examination. "For the creature was 
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason 
of him who hath subjected the same in hope; be- 
cause the creature itself also shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God." The term rendered treaiure in 
this quotation, is the same as that rendered creaAm 
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m tbe succeeding verse. It is obviously used ibr the 
human species. It cannot mean le^s than the entire * 
human species, because no less than the whole of this 
creation was made subject to vanity, and this word 
is never used to designate any favored class, such as 
believers. Indeed, believers are distinctly and sep- 
arately referred to in the succeeding context, as, at 
least, but a portion of that creation. ^^ For we know 
that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now. And not only they, but ourselves 
ctlsoj which have the first fruits of the spirit, groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body." Here, then, we are certified 
by the apostle, that by the creation spok^i of in this 
ease, be means the whole ereatum^ (or p(»sa ktisis^ 
every creature.) 

Again, nothing more than the human creation could 
have been meant ; for it comprises only such creatures 
as ^' shall be delivered from the bondage of corrup- 
tion, into, the glori0us liberty of the children of God." 
It may no more be applied to brute and inanimate 
creatures, than may the commtssum of our Lord to 
his apostles^ ''Go ye itito all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature^ 

And HOW, what is the truth affirmed, concerning the 
human creation? In the first place, it ''was made 
subject to vanity," — constituted mortal, and placed 
in a peccable state,—" not willingly," not of its own 
choice ; the human species were not counselled as to 
the constitution in which they should be brought into 
being, or the world in which they should be placed ; 
— "but by reason of hrm who hath subjected the 
aame, in hope.'^ God, in his wisdom, sa\v fit to intro^ 
4iioe mankJod intd aH initja^tory istate o{ \)eVtlg^i\L^ ^i!£)^ 
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— in hope. This is not man's final home. Ttds ia 
* not his chief inheritance. He is heir to an immortal 
life. Consequently, God has placed in the very con- 
stitution of his present being, a desire, a longing, a 
travail of soul, a hope, reaching for that greater good 
to come. At verse 19th, it is called an ^^ earnest ex^ 
pectcUion, waiting for the manifestation of the sons of 
God," — wanting a manifestation of that blessed truth 
which was already possessed by those who were 
characteristically the sons of God. At verse 20th, it 
is called hope, and at verse 22d, travail. All these 
terms are used to denote that principle in the con- 
stitution of mauj which is the basis of the religious 
sentiment, and which wants the truth of Christianity. 

And why has God, in placing his moral children in 
this dying, peccable state, inwrought with their nature 
the principles of this hope? The answer is before 
us: — ^'Because the creation shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God." In the consummation of his 
gospel purpose, God will show forth a perfect work, 
— a moral creation in a finished state, answering to 
the designs indicated by the " hope" of their incipient 
being. 

There is a most luminous testimony of St. Paul, 
<Hi our present subject, in his first epistle to the 
Corinthians, which I will reserve to a subsequent 
chapter, on the resurrection of the dead. The fol- 
lowing to the Colossians (i. 19—21) is to the point 
**For it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fulness dwell ; and having made peace through the 
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things to 
himself; by I^im, I say, whether they be things in 
earthy or things in heaven. Axxd ^oa^ that were 
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aometime alienated, and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled." That 
the phrase eUl things, in this case, refers not to a 
present visible church of believers, but to the mass 
of mankind, is evident from the circumstance that 
the latter class are said to be now already reconciled. 
And that the great reconciliation promised, is spiritual 
assimilation, is shown by the reference made to the 
reconciliation of christian believers, as a sample of the 
entire work to be accomplished. 

Another most clear and conclusive witness to the 
great truth before us, is in the following remarkable 
words: (Phil. ii. 9 — 11;) "Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name ; that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth ; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father." The saying. Every crea- 
ture above the earth, on the earth, and under it, was a 
common periphrasis among the Greek writers, for the 
universe. The idea is, that God designs that the uni- 
verse of his moral creatures, whether now living or 
dead, whether above the earth, on the earth, or under 
it, shall be brought into subjection to his Son Jesus 
Christ And this subjection can be no other than 
spiritual, because Christ reigns in no other than a 
spiritual kingdom. And the same kind of subjection 
is involved in the act of confessing him their Lord, 
their Owner and Master, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

But we should extend our work to the making of 
many books, were we to undertake the quotaUow ^xv^ 
exposition of one half of the Bible teslitaotiVe^ \x^w 
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the great gospel purpose. I will barely add, in this 
place, that in confirmation of the view we took of the 
first quotation from Genesis, upon the bruising of the 
serpent's head, St. Paul says to the Hebrews, (ii. 14, 
15,) "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part 
of the same, that through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is the devil ; and 
deliver them who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage." The word devil (diabo- 
los) signifies an impostor, a deceiver, an enemy, &c. 
It is sometimes used for personal adversaries and de- 
ceivers, and sometimes for evil principles. In this 
case it seems to be used as a sort of personification of 
the principles of evil, including the physicalVith the 
moral, — whatever is adverse to the well-being of man. 
All this shall be destroyed by the energies of that 
power and love Divine, which are sealed and attested 
by the death of Christ. And again ; (1 John iii. 8 ;) 
" For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that he might destroy the works of the devil." These 
works are sin, and its concomitant evils. 

Contemplate, now, the sum of what we have learned 
from the Scriptures, of the purpose of the Saviour's 
mission. It is to enlighten the human mind, and de- 
liver it from the prison of moral darkness, — to regene- 
rate and purify it, and deliver it from the bondage of 
sin and error. It is to instruct and elevate the uni- 
verse of created minds, and reconcile and harmonize 
them with the spirit of the Eternal ; in the prosecution 
of which work every principle and power of evil shall 
be destroyed, and the universe shall join in the triumph-r 
ant shout of the victory, the perfect victory, of life and 
good. And the designs of l\v\& %<^s^ mmvoi ^^ uo^ 
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appropriated to any particular clasa or denominatioii of 
men, — ^but they are fof man, for the offtpring of Ood, 
for the human creation. 

To say that all the blessings proposed by this gos* 
pel purpose are suspended on precarious conditions to 
be performed by man, proposing that certain good 
shall come to the lot of those who will perform cer« 
tain works of obedience, leaving it uncertain whether 
any will comply with the terms, — this indicates an 
utter blindness of mind in relation to the whole sub- 
ject. This gospel purpose does not propose certain 
rewards to men on condition they will be free from 
sin, and become holy. There is abundance of Scrip* 
ture which instructs us of the rewards of faith and 
virtue : but this gospel purpose of grace looks upon 
mankind in the character of sinners, and proposes, by 
appropriate means, to deliver them from the love and 
power of sin, and win their hearts -and affections to 
truth, to holiness, and to God. 

As this is an important point in the character of the 
Saviour's mission, on which, in truth, its value mainly 
depends, I will detain the reader a few moments upon 
it. I will take him to a portion of the inspired record, 
which gives special instruction on this very feature of 
the gospel covenant, and places it in contrast with the 
law. The Scripture I refer to is the eighth chapter of 
Hebrews, beginning at the 6th verse, — fron^ which it 
reads as follows : — " But now hath he obtained a more 
excellent ministry, by how much also he is the Mediator 
of a better covenant, which was established upon better 
promises. For if tha/. first covenant had been faultless^ 
then shotdd no place have been sought for the second. 
For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold the days 
comcj saith the Lord, when IwUl make q, t^eu) qiyoenonr^ 

22 


3S4 oomnm or csxismMX jhtimitt. 

^h the house if Jerael xmd the house of Judah." — 
To this ccmtrast between the two covenants, and the 
distinguishing characteristics of the second on the 
point under jnresent consideration, we will devote a 
brief and respectful attention. 

1st. Wherein consisted the feuilt of the first cove* 
nant? It was not in its unsuitableness to answer th^ 
end for which God designed it. Some have repre^ 
salted that God designed the first covenant as an op- 
portunity for man to procure, by conditions performed 
by -himself on earth, a. title to heaven; but that it 
failed to answer this design, and so God devised a 
second plan for securing the same object. But the 
first covenant never proposed to man, as the reward 
of his complying with its conditions, an immortal hear 
ven. To possess mankind of that infinite good God 
never devised but one plan, and that is the gospel plan 
whose character is-our present subject This we shall 
find to be the first and last, the only plan devised of 
God for the accomplishment of that end. And this 
plan shall never fail. 

But the first covenant, which in some respects was 
faulty, was perfect in its place, or in view of the ends 
for which it was designed. It was, in the first place, 
designed in its immediate use, to redeem a chosen 
people, and generally to secure them as a people, from 
the popukr idolatries of the wor^d. AH tixe sacrifices 
of the I^saic ceremonial law had their meaning in 
this respect. Many useful animals, such as cattle, 
sheep, &c., were worshipped by the Egyptians and 
other nations, as gods. The Hebrews had their edu- 
cation in the midst of these idolatries, and needed 
some very efficient means to wean and preserve theta 
from the prevailing practice^ 
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Now wbat could be better calculated to wear off 
these people's superstitious veneration for those idol 
gods, than to habituate them to take these same crea- 
tures after whose image those idols were made, and 
sacrifice them as burnt ofierings to the Lord Jehovah? 
As Moses said unto Pharaoh, when he had asked per- 
mission to go far into the wilderness to offer sacrifice to 
God, and Pharaoh refused, saying, " Go ye, sacrifice to 
your God in the land." Moses said, "It is not meet 
so to do, for we shall sacrifice the abomination of the 
Egyptians to the Lord our God : Lo, shall we sacrifice 
the abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, 
and will they not stone us 7" 

Indeed, all the ceremonies of the Mosaic law had 
either a direct or indirect reference to some sinful and 
idolatrous practice of the surrounding heathen nations, 
against which it was important that Israel should be 
guarded, — ^while they indicated also the purity of 
character which the Hebrews should maintain. And 
he who is well informed concerning the state of the 
Hebrews, and of the world, in those early days, — and 
who considers that it is suitable to the dignity of God 
to employ means adapted to circumstances, and to the 
appointed ends,— will perceive that the first covenant 
was perfectly fitted to the use it was designed for, 
in the particular which has now been noticed. 

In the second place, the first covenant was not 
faulty, in respect to its adaptedness to its intended use, • 
as preparatory to the introduction of the new and 
better covenant. It was designed to keep up a broad 
line of distinction between the Jews and the idolatrous 
heathen nations, so as to make that nation a repository 
of a series of teachings and prophesies, pmnting to the 
coming Messiah, and preparifig for the ixitted\x<^\oiL^^Gk^ 
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feet system of rdigion. In this respect the law is, as 
St Paul saidi ^'our schoolmaster to bring us to 
Chri&t." 

In what r€«spect, then^ was that first covens^t faulty ? 
It was £aulty in that it was not adapted for the accom^ 
plishmeat of all that for mankind, which God designed 
by 90me means to do for them. St. Paul was here 
reasoning with the Hebrews, some of whom, it ap- 
pears, had imbibed the opinion diat the whole Mosaic 
institution was designed to be confirmed and perpetu- 
ated luider tl^ reign of the Messiah. He aimed to 
show them that the Mosaic dispensation, though good 
m its place, must be seen to be faulty at once, when 
proposed as a perpetual institution for all nations 
and all .ages. And he urged upon them the self-^ 
evidwt fietet, that if that covenant had not been 
faulty in this respect,r-'if it had been fitted to answer 
all the purpose of good for mankind which God had 
designed for them, — then- there should have be^GL no 
place for a second covenant; and he referred them to 
the prophet Jeremiah, who prophesied, saying, '^Be-^ 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah ; nai according to the cove- 
nant which I made with their fathers, in the day when 
I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land 
of Egypt." 

Accordingly, that first covenant was faidty, in that 
it was not fitted 4a the completion of God's perfect work 
of good for mankind. It was designed for the tem« 
p(»rary uipe of a particular people; the blessings 
winch it promised were of a temporal nature ; and its 
pmm^^^ W^» ccmli^umaj, the bestowment of them 
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aneertaia accoidiDg ta tiie imeertuily of the 
ofeature's faHUfulness. 

2d. In the seoood piooe I will point out the qpecilSc 
difference of the second corenant This our i^stle in 
the oMitext pronounces a better eovenantj estafoliiAed aa 
better premises. Wherein is it better 1 

First; it is better, because it ^igages the bestowment 
ei better things. Now the word oovenant signifies a 
testament, a contract, or an agreement. It may be an 
agxe^neiit mutually ^entered into by two parties, its 
performance depending, equally on both. Or it may 
be an engagement wfaich one party takes on itself, un- 
conditionally to perform for the benefit of the other. 
This second covenant is an edgagement which God 
has made, of his own free giface, to bestow qatri^tioj 
and immortal good on the human race. Hence it is 
said of the ffospel, which is the revelation of this bett^ 
eovenamt, testament, or engagem^t of the Lord, that 
Ufe and immortaUty are brought to light by it. 

Secondly ; this second coTenant is better^ and estab- 
lished on better pr^mses, in that its prcnoises are tm? 
condiOonaL This is a conspicuous differerK^e which was 
pointed out by the prophet, whom the apostle quotes 
in the case before us. ''I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and with tke house of Judah, 
not according to the covenant which I made with their 
fathers, because they ccmtinued not in my covenant, 
and I regarded th^oa not, saith the Lord." Here the 
fact is noted, that even the temporal blessings which 
were proposed to the pec^le by tiiat first covenant, 
were not always enjoyed by them^ because fte bless- 
ings were ]^posed on conditions which they failed to 
perform. And the circumstance that the people failed 
of enjojring &veo the /uU blessinfps proposed "bY ^^ ^^ 


28B coHrawD aw maasanM» mvmnv* 

oovecMmt, tlyKMSgh thek anm MfilMlH7,--r4hia eircma^ 
stance, I say, being offered by Jehovah as. animpo^ 
tant reascm why he would seenie those betlec blessings 
which he designed for them, by a eovraant nol liki^ 
the former, certainly directs our attention to the arti^ 
of condiiianaliiy, as the point of difference i^>eciaUy 
refeired to in this place. It notifies us that the new 
covenant shoidd not be subject to any &ultHiess or 
&ilure, in regard to. the final ccnomunicati^i of its 
promised bleasings to mankind, through Aeir wd 
weUkingin it. And the £su2t of which we aare hereby 
notified, is dearly seen in die t^rms t>f the covecsml 
itself, which h^e follows : ^ ^' For th»9 is the covenant 
which I wfll make with the house of Israel,, aftee tho£e 
days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws in their tniad^ 
and write them in ^eir hearts ; and I will be tOv thcaa 
a God, and they shall be to me a peo|^Q: and tjmf 
shall not teach every man his neighbor, and every 
man his brother, saymg, Know the Lord; for all 
shall loiow me, from the least to the greati»H ; for 
I will be mCTcif^l to their unng^teousiieas; and thw 
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more." 

It is hence made to appear, beyond controversy, that 
this new ^ova^ant ia an unconditional engagement 
which God has made, of himself, in his ow:n free 
grace, to confer the needed benefit of salvati<»i on his 
moral creaturea. God here publishes his positive en- 
gagement of what he will do, or will bring his. crea- 
tures to be and to do. 

But I wifl caution my read^ris, Uiat none of you leave 
this sul^ct, with ib» impression, that tbij» new o^v0- 
nant engages to Hess mankind mtheir^sms- It reoog- 
niaes the necessity of ytmr being holy in order to be 
^^PPfi ^^ Riud^ as tfhe \aw diM«. ^t die diff0i«ni^ 
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is in thifi^-^tfiat whiles the law cmaammAa .me& to be 
holy, but is not an engagement to make them so, the 
new coiFeBfNiit is the fi^e testaflSbent of God, wheceby 
1^ engages to employ and direct means to make men 
holy. It has been shown that, of the Mediator, c^ 
Exeentx)r of this new and better covenant, God's angel 
said, ^^I£e shall save bis people from their sins." 
^'For Uiis purpose was the Son of God manifested^ 
tiiat he might destroy the works of the d^vil," and 
'^^ Teconeile all things unto himself." To inquire, there^ 
fimre, by way of objection, whether men can be saved, 
if they will never love God, and be holy, wpuld only 
fas to inquire, whether men can be sayed, if God 
dlumld not, aecording to Uie beUer promises of his betr 
tef caveimnt, save tb^n? We have only to ajisw^, 
m ^e words of the apostle, .Lef Qgd be true* 

Bnt it is the wonder of the world,— ft stiunbling- 
Uoek to the Jewf^ and U^ the Greeks foolishness,-^thajt 
GOD should institute a purpose and prosecute a gov- 
eHunent, in relation to the future character and condi- 
tion of mcural accountable beings. ^^ Surely," it is 
objected, <'God wiU n^t force sinners tp be saved, 
whether they will or not ! " No, no ; there is no such 
absurdity in the Divine system of operation. The 
Creaior of the physical world is also the Author of 
the human tndmd. It is his workmanship. Its moral 
agenmfis his wcKrkmanship. It is '^a wheel within a 
whed," placed there by the Author, not to defeat his de- 
sign in the whole, but to promote his benevolent plan. 
IHten could not be man, — ^he could not become the holy, 
l^a^y being tnftended, without this aceountable agency. 
But the Creator of mind pedeotly well knows his work. 
He knows its spring of action, and by what influesecs 
its motions may he governed. And He who xoWa ^^ 
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Bph&teB in ffaeir orints, aad who ^Ytms the ^^free 
winds," by touching the causes that regulate their 
motions, can also accomplish his great purpose, in the 
unwerse of mind, without violence to the establidiied 
moral principles and laws. 

Wten God has revealed to men his laws of eom- 
mandment, touching their moral duty, they have oftoi 
transgressed, and subjected themsdves to the conse- 
quent punishment But when he has revealed any 
purpose of his own, even relating to the character and 
condition of moral agents, such purpose has never 
failed. He said Icmg beforehand to Abraham, ^^ Thy 
seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs; 
and they shall afflict them four hundred years. And 
that nation whom they shall serve will I judge; and 
afterwards shall they come out with great sub- 
stance." '' There were thousands of free moral agen- 
cies (using the word free for v<duntary) connected 
vrith these events. Unbelief would ask, '^ what ^ the 
people would not go into the strange land referred to? 
Or, if they should go there, what if the authorities of 
that land would never afflict them ? They will not 
affliet them unless they are disposed to do so; and 
what »^ they should not indulge that dispodtion? Or, 
if they should afflict them, what if the Hebrews 
would not consent to go out?" Such, I say, would 
be the language of unbelief. Such are the in|uiries, 
or rath^ argum^its, by which we are often met in 
our christian labors^ We present the word of Grod 
affirming his purpose of grace in Christ; and the ob- 
jector arrays his army of ifs against us. " What if 
the people will never consent to this revealed anange- 
mentctf JdKnrah?'^ 
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But had Abraham any misgivings here? No. Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness."' And how was the event ? In due 
fime God, in his providence, brought about such cir- 
cumstances affecting Abraham's progeny, that they 
saw it to be their Hfe to go down into Egypt A 
desolating dearth prevailed in Canaan ; a message was 
received through Joseph, from the sovereign of Egypt, 
bidding them welcome to the best of the land of 
plenty ; and they consented, they chose, they desired 
to go there. When they had abode there for a season, 
and Joseph and Pharaoh were dead, and another king 
arose who knew not Joseph, he looked with jealousy 
on their growth and enterprise, and fearing their 
rivalry, he oppressed them with burdens. In this he 
deliberately acted his own choice, believing he might, 
by oppression, dwarf their energies, and hold them in 
servitude. But at length their burdens became intol- 
erable, and they sighed for freedom. The Lord 
raised them up a leader, . tad opened a way before, 
them ; and they went out with a desiring mind, and 
with much substance. 

Thus all these events, with which so many thou- 
sands of moral agencies were connected, transpired 
with the voluntary action of those accountaWe agents, 
— ^and also according to th^ Divine arrangement made 
known to Abraham hundreds of years before ! 

Saul of Tarsus is an instructive illustration of this 
imi)ortant principle. He was raving on his way, in the 
spirit of war and violence against the cause of Christ. 
Jesus met him, and at the light of his glory the perse- 
cutor fell upon the ground. He was put upon his 
reflections by the majestic voice of love, " Saul^ S^vd^ 

*'Koin. iv. 3. 
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why persecutest thou me? " " Who art thou, Lord? " 
tile Pharisee inquired. '' I am Jesus, whom thou per* 
secutest." "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" 
Here he is — ^not forced, whether he will or not, — but 
desiring to serve the Lord Jesus Christ And Jesus 
said to him at the time, " I have appeared unto thee 
for this purpose." What ! sl purpose to accomplish on 
a free moral agent? Yes, — "I have appeared unto 
thee for this purpose.''^ And what is the purpose? 
" To make thee a minister and a witness of me." ' 
What an instrument was he, all in his mad career, 
with intent to exterminate the christian cause from 
earth, for Jesus to select, and meet there upon the 
way, to change into a cheerful and loving minis- 
ter of his truth! It was the gnarliest stick fn the 
inoral wilderness, that Jesus chose, to work up, that 
very day, into the beautiful spiritual temple. Did he 
succeed? He did so. With all the* ease with which 
the rising beams of the morning dispel the dark shades 
of night, did the sweet light of Jesus dispel the dark- 
ness of that madman's soul, and enlist his moral 
affections into his love and service. 

And when, in the fulness of times foretold, the face 
of the covering shall be taken away from over all' 
people, and the sweet light of heavenly truth and love 
shall shine into every mind, — then, because they are 
free moral agents, and wiU love what appears to them 
supremely lovely, and nothing in the universe can 
hinder it, will they all love and adore the eternal 
Father, " and enjoy him forever." 

Such, then, is the purpose of the Saviour's mission, 
and the harmony of its operation with the constitution 

♦■ 
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and laws of our mofal beiag. We see in it the per- 
fect and unfailing wisdom and ability of God, — 

" From seeming evil stijl educing good^ 
And better thence again, and better still, 
In infinite progression.'' 

OBJECTIONS. 

1st. But it is objected, that salvation is sometimes 
represented in the Scriptures as a reward, to be be- 
stowed on the condition of faith in the gospel. Jesus, 
for instance, in his last commission to his apostles 
before his ascension, said unto them, '' Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel unto every cre'ature. 
He that beUeveth and is baptized shall be saved ; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned." **■ This latter 
clause has been taken by some to declare the very 
gospel itself which the disciples should preach. The 
passage has been quoted, even by some learned men, 
in the following manner : — ''Jesus said unto his dis- 
ciples, ' Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature, saying, he that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall 
be damned.' " But if the saying, " He that believeth 
shall be saved"— is the gospel which was to be 
preached, may we not ask, he that believeth what? 
What is it, by the belief of which we shall be saved, 
and for the disbeUef of which we shall be condemned? 
It is the gospel. And what is the gospel? Those 
just referred to would answer, '*It is this: 'He that 
believeth shall be saved, but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.' " We repeat the inquiry, He that 
bdieveth t^Ao^.^ 

^iMarkzTi. 15, 16. 
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fiappote I enter a rooai, ia which are assembled a 
company of my readers, and say to you, ^' I come to 
communicate important tidings." Turning with eager 
desire, you ask with one accord, '* What is the news ?" 
I gravely answer, '^ Those of you who believe it, shall 
receive a signal favor, and those who believe not shall 
suffer deprivation." " Those who believe whca ?" you 
would ask with emphasis. And if I were to continue 
reiterating the same answer, you would take me for 
either a trifler or a madman. I should first communi- 
cate the proposed tidings^ the truth to be believed ; and 
then it would be in season to talk of the ^ects of your 
believing or not believing. 

So in the case before us. The Saviour did not, in 
this instance, make a statement to the disciples of 
what the gospel was. They had been with him from 
the time when he called them to his service, and had 
learned of him the subject matter of his gospel mis- 
sion ; and he promised to send th^n the Holy Spirit, 
to farther lead them into all truth. He had told them 
before, not to go in the way of the Gentiles, but only 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. But now he 
had " offered himself once for all," and broken down 
the middle wall of partition between Jews and Gen- 
tiles ; and he enlarged tfiie sphere of their ministry, say- 
ing, " Go ye into txU the taarld, and preach the gospel, 
(the glad tidings of truth into which I have taught 
you,) to every creatureJ^ And then he proceeds, not 
to instruct them again into the revelations of that gos- 
pel which they were to preach, but to describe the 
consequences which should result to the people, ac- 
cordingly as they should treat the apostolic messaga 
" He that believeth shall be saved." That is, the true 
believer should enjoy^ as the legitimate fruit of his 
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flikb, salvfition iVom die nu^ral darkneatt, the hopelet»- 
Bcss, the guik, &e fears, and all (he evils of an unbe^ 
lieymg and smfuL state; while the unbeliever should 
remain, as a prisoner uiKler condemnation, in the suf- 
fering of all those evils. 

This sense of the Baviour's use of the word stwed^ 
in the foregoing case, is beautifully explained by 8u 
Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians* He was an 
unbeliever for a long time after the date of this det> 
laration of Jesus, '^ He that believe th not shall be 
danmed." At length he received the gospel by a liv* 
ing faith, and became a faithful teacher of iU When 
he had, by his personal ministry, establiidied a church 
of believers in Corinth, he. heard of some misunder- 
standing amcmg them on certain essential points of 
Christian doctrine, especially that of the resurrectioHu 
Therefore he wrote them letters, on the gospel theme, 
and other matters of interest to them. In his first 
letter he says, — " Moreover, brethren, I declare unto 
you the gospel which I preached unto you, which 
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by 
which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what 
I preached unto you, Unless ye have believed in vain.'" 
Ho^ c(Mnpletely this explains and ccmfirms the saying 
of Jesus, when he commissioned his disciples to go out 
and preach the gospel, that they who would receive 
their message, should be sa^i^ed in their faith. The 
brethren whom the apostle addressed had believed the 
gospel, and they were saved, by the legitimate, influ- 
ence of the gospel upon their minds. 

So, then, the gospel is not a declaration of the fruits 
of faith and unbelief, but it is the revelaticm of the 
truth to be believed. It is the subject matter upon 

' 1 Cor, XV, 1, 2. 
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whidi for faith to aet. Coasequently, it is not made 
true bjr the belief, nor fake by the disbelief of man. 
It is, as we have most clearly exhibited in the course 
of this chapter, the revelation of that gmnd and stu- 
pendous purpose of grace in the moral system of God's 
Creation, which shall work, and overturn, and reform, 
until the last vestige of unbeKef itself shall be over- 
come, and the light and spirit o£ God shall be all in 
all. Of this revealed plan the apostle says, ^'Bot 
what if some did not believe 1 Shall their unbelief 
make the faith (the promise) of God without effect? 
God forbid."' But unbelief shuts man out of the en- 
joyment of the truth, while he abides in it. For so it 
is written, '^ He that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of Grod abideth on him.'' ' The 
wrath of God is the condemnatory operation of his 
law upon transgressors, under the action of which St 
Paul had his part, when he was among those who were 
" children of wrath, even as others." ** Again, " He 
that believeth on him is not condemned ; (the same in 
the original as the word damned in the other passage ;) 
but he that believeth not is cmidemned {damned) 
already. — ^And this is the condemnation, that light 
is cQme into the world, and men have loved darkflfess 
rather than light, because their deeds are evil." ' But 
"he that receiveth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation, but is passed from death unto 
life." '^ 

There is a marked distinction kept up throughout 
the Scriptures, as there is such distinction in fact, 
betweei the character and condition of the virtuous 

" Bom. iii. 3, 4. t John iii. 36. « Eph. ii. 3. 

^ John iii. 18, W. "^ 1<Abi'^ , ^, 
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and vidouB, the believer and the disbeliever. While 
the wages of sin is death, the frnit of faith land obe- 
dience is life, salvation and peace. But there is not 
the least shade of discrepancy between this Scriptural 
and experimental fact, and the triumphant faith of 
God^s purpose in Christ, to win the hearts and affec- 
tions of his great family to himselfl 

2d. Again, it is objected, ^' that all men are not 
reconciled to God in the present life; many die in 
impenitence ; and we have no ground to hope for the 
^lightenment of the blind, the instruction of the 
ignorant, and the renovation of the sinful, in the 
future life." 

This objection is founded on the prevailing senti- 
m^it, that this mortal life is distinctly and peculiarly 
a day of probation for eternity ; and that the eternal 
states of all the human race are to be decided by the 
characters formed in time. But there is not the slight- 
est foundation in the Scriptures for such a sentiment, 
and nothing could be more absurd in the eye of reason. 
Elevate yourself in thought to some lofty position, from 
which you can view the entire face of the globe. Look, 
then, with a searching and contemplative eye, upon 
the whole human race in this mortal state of being. 
See, in one section, tribes ushered into being under 
circumstances of the most utter destitution of moral 
advantages, opening their eyes from infancy upon the 
most low and degrading idolatries, and growing up 
under the influence of examples the most corrupt and 
debasing. In another place the child is surrounded 
with circumstances of favor, and is trained up by the 
precepts and examples of virtue and truth. And look ; 
there are tens, hundreds, and millions, of teudct m- 
fants^ whose lifepassotb away as the dew o{ tYie xcLO\tir 


288 GOMPBND OF CBlISTIASr BIVORTT. 

ing, and they tarry not to do good or evil They hara 
formed no cliaracter here — and diall they have none 
in eternity 1 They have deserved neittier reward nor 
punidiment ; and shall they, tberefoce, neither enjoy 
good nor suffer evil in eternity ? If you say they shall 
be eternally blessed by the good fitvor of God, yon 
explode your doctrine, as applied to moee than one 
half of the human race, of making the mortal life a 
state of probation for the rewards of eternity. — And 
lode ! There is a beautiful little lad, whose filial love 
and cheerful smiles delight the fond hearts of his doat- 
ing parents. Yesterday, he attained to an aocountable 
age in the moral government of God. To-day he has 
committed some juvenile error ; and now, the furious 
steed tramples over him, and the wheel crushes him. 
He expires. Must eternity be to him an inheritance 
o{ wailing and sorrow? — ^But yonder is a different 
scene. A youth is treading the paths of vice and folly. 
He slights all the counsels of wisdcmi, scorns reproof, 
and sinks deeper and deeper into moral defilem^it 
He advances in age and in sin, until he is old and grey 
in years. At length he becomes guilty of crimes the 
very thought of which alarms him ; he is brought to 
reflection and repentance, and soon drops into the 
grave. Shall he claim an eternity of bliss on the score 
of reward for his earthly deeds ? — ^In short, when you 
take this comprehensive view of the case of man cm 
earth, noting tho various terms of time which are 
allotted to this mortal life, from a moment to a hun* 
dred years, — and the different circumstances under 
which they live, including every grade of privilege, 
from the most advantageous to almost none, or even 
to the most pernicious precepts and examples, — ^and 
alffo the variety of t^m^^taxQi&uV:^) osA ^^.moas^ and 
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(bral conforaiations for th« developinenl of mind, 
hat, to reason's eye, could appear more prepos- 
Lis, than the position that this is the state, and the 

state, which the great and wise Father of all has 
'opriated to his children, to form characters for 
lity ? It is impossible. 

L ^ying this, we speak with reverence for the- 
ptures, as well as for common sense. For the 
stionaUe sentiment is no less repugnant to the 
ired word of truth. There were a few fabricated 
3 of Scripture formerly applied to this subject, 
:h are now out of date. One of these was made 
ly, '* There is no repentance bejrond the grave ;'^ 

another, '^As death leaves us so judgment will 
us." The first is a glossary on the words of 
mon, (Bed. ix. 10,) " For there is^ no work, nor 
ce, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, 
les) whither thoii goest/' This is an expression 
he silence and inactivity of hades^ the state of the 
1 ; but it has no reference to the condition of that 
tortal life which is brought to light through the 
)eL Surely he did not mean that there will be no 
wledge nor wisdom in that blest world The 
it passage, '^ As death leaves us so judgment will 

us," was concaved, we know not how, as 8A 
. belonging to the words of the saxae writer, in 
1. xi. 3; "If the tree fall towards the south, or 
afds the north, in the place where the tree falleth, 
e it shall be." But no ingenuity can show the 
Ucation of this language to the future life of man. 
nou insist on applying the fall o{ the tree to the 
th of man, you will make the saying, ^^intheplac9 
^re it falleth there U shall &e," to deny the resur- 
23* 
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reetim* Sui these wovdi^ ol Scdowm bad nn m^ 
refefeiMJe. 

And QOW) I aak, what reasoa have any to assume, 
that the etarpal state of existence is a laere monotony } 
thc^t passing out of this momentaryi infantile Btate, 
into one immortal, undying, men pass heyond the 
bounds of intellectual and moral improvement ? We 
urge the inquiry, Where is the authority for so un- 
divine, and unphilosophical an assumption? And 
echo answers, '* Where ?" 

Will not mankind be moral beings in the future 
world ? Will they not be possessed of moral powers 
and perceptions, of capacities to judge between right 
and wrong, and to appreciate the diff^ence between 
them 1 If not, then they cannot be subjects of con* 
demnation there. The improved theology of orthodox 
schools, makes the jmnishment of the futui:e world to 
Q(H)sist in guilt, remorse, and shame, on accoimt of 
sins committed on earth. Tben the subjects of such 
punishment will be moral beings, capable of repen** 
tance and moral reform. If they suffer guilt, aham^, 
and legret, for having sinned against their heavenly 
Father, then there is a principle in their moral natures 
at war with sin^ and capable of loving and choosing 
holiness. If they were possessed of natures radically 
evil, utterly opposed to God, like that of fabled de- 
mons, loving all evil and hating all good, — with such 
oatutes they would not suffer shame or regret foa: their 
fms. If their recollection of the past should trouble 
them at all, it would be tha.t they had npt siii^ed 
more inveterately here, against the God they histte so 
radically there. v 

Henoe it is seen, that for the very pnrposf ^f create 
ing a future hell for sinneis, the schoQli have indued 


k viib ptineiplefl wbich 8k9H wor^ ito 4^0tny^m« 
For if niau possesses jmch a moxsl natural that, away 
fjKask t»mptaiiom to otb^ wrongs, ho so truly appro<> 
ciates tbs tig{it» as to be a^ihamed of tj^e wrong, and 
fiUod with regret for past sins, he will certainly regect 
the wrong, and loye and choose the right 

And this is not only the philosophy, the principles 
of which have found way into the scholastic creeds, 
but it is Christian philosophy. God will not clothe 
men with his own immortality, and crown them with 
his eternity, for a vain and useless purpose. When 
they are raised into a spiritual, immortal state, their 
circumstances will be, of necessity, far more advan* 
tageous for moral im^Nrovement, than in the present 
life. They will be freed, to say the least, from a 
large share of the temptations and mistakes of the 
present mortal world, — ^their organization will be more 
perfect, — they will be free from those sicknesses and 
wants which A^irere the cause of much imreconciliation 
here, — and they will bear with them, in the very fact 
of the resurrection life, demonstrative proof of glorious 
truths, touching the existence, and perfections, and 
government, and purposes of God, which their gross 
perceptions did not grasp in their earthly house of 
clay. 

And there, too, will Jesus be found, the Resurrec- 
tion and the Life. The testimonies of his mission 
limit not his work to the mortal hour of human being. 
He is to prosecute his work to its accomplishment, in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times. And he is to 
gather together into the harmony of his own spirit, 
and reconcile to God, all things, whether now living 
or dead, whether above the earth, on the earth, or 
under it. Then will he see of the ttavaiiX oi \iv^ ^^ 
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and be satiafied. Then, in die full trinmph of that love 
which sustained him, when he tasted death for every 
man, his ransomed possession, beatLled and blessed, 
will he present before his Father and our Father, his 
God and our God, saying, ^< Behold I, and the chil- 
dren which Uiou gavest me." "^ 

s Heb. ii. 13. 


CHAPTER X. 

THE CHRIST OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, THE MESSIAH OF 

THE OLD. 

WsEK Philip had become a follower of the Son of 
Mary, he found Nathanael, and said unto him, ^' We 
havefmmd him of whom Moses in the law and the pro- 
phets^didwrUe?^*' We have already treated somewhat 
largely on the perscxi, the character, and the mission 
oi Christ. And it was meet that we should do so, for 
CHRIST IS CHRISTIANITY, and Christianity is 
our hope. And now I propose to present the relation 
of Jesus to the ancient prophecies, as an invaluable 
species of emdenee for the truth of Christiamiy, 

I. Tihzx the Jews had among them a long success 
»on of reputed {Hrophets, it would be a work of super- 
erogation £» me to argue. I am not aware that this is 
a disputed matter. The fact is everywhere visible 
up<»i the face of the Scriptures, which are the accredited 
records of the Jewish naticni. Nor does it appear to be 
any less obvious, that these reputed prophets profdie* 
sied ot the coming of an important personage, called 
the Messiah, and pecuUarly the Sent of God. Different 
appellations, however, in the course of these p^rophe- 
cies, are ascribed to flie expected One, — and the de- 
scriptions of character vary in verbal expressicms, ac- 
cording to the different names under which he is pre-* 
sented. 

Moses prophesied of the One who was to come, in 
the following terms ; — " The Lord thy God wiU raise 

a Joim i. 46. 
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up unta thee a prophet from the midst of thee, of thy 
brethren, like mito me : unto him shall ye hearken." " 
The prophet here promised was not Joshua, Moses' 
successor in office ; for the historian who finished oat 
the book of Deujteronomy after Moses' death, speaks 
of Joshua, and writes as a witness of his acts ; but he 
adds, ''And there arose not a prophet since in Israel 
like unto Moses, whom the Lord knew £a.ce to £Btce." "" 
(The saying that the Lord knew Moses face to face, 
simply denotes that he gramted to him the favor of a 
free and familiar intercourse, for the purposes of 
his calling.) Neither was this promised teadier 
either of the other prophets that came under the Old 
Testament dispensation. They ail pointed on, beyond 
themselves, to the great Prophet and Teacher^ Prince 
and Deliverer, that was to come. It was with r^ard 
to them, as it was said of John the Baptist, '' He was 
not that Light, but was sent to b^ir witness of that 
Light." None of these pr^hets claimed ta be the 
Mes»ah, but they all spake of him as being ]ret to 
ceme after tl^m. 

TIm prophet Isaiah said much of the promised 
Prince of peace, and of his blessed reign. And his de- 
scriptions abound with surpassing doquence. As an 
example, we will repeat one of the passages which 
were quoted on the subject of the Messiah's ^Ws^men/. 
'' There shall come forth a Rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a Branch shall grow out of his. roots: and the 
spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirii rf. knowledge, 
and' of the fear of the Lord ; and shall make him quick 
of understanding in the fear of the Lord. And he 
shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, nether re- 

*> Deut. xYiii. 15. *I>«iaX„xax^.Vi. 
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prove after the hearing of h& eiars ; but with righteous- 
ness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for 
the meek of the earth. And he shall smite tiie earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall 
be the girdle of his loins, and &ithfulness the girdle 
of his reins. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the 
calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together, and 
a little child shall lead them. * ^ And in that day 
there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for 
an ensign of the people ; to it sbsil the Gentiles seek, 
and his rest shall be glorious." ^ 

It must, I think, be obvious to every mind, that 
this prophecy describes something more than a prophet 
and teacher like those who were then addressing the 
pec^le, — ^and one very unlike any of the conquerors 
whom the world had known. It describes one who 
was, like Moses, to combine the character of prophet 
and teacher, with that of lawgiver, ruler and judge. 
And he was to be a spiriitud, not a secular ruler. For 
it was to be with the rod of his mouthy and with the 
breath of his lips, that he was to smite and slay the 
wicked. This denotes his morcd power, the successful 
workings of his spirit of truth. He was to be a spir- 
itual King, and to establish a spiritual kingdom. 
And the benefits of this kingdom were to extend unto 
all nations, Gentiles as well as Jews. 

Such prophecies are not the inventions of those 
Jewish leaders who spake them. They bear no re- 
semblance to the proud, selfish, partial, nationsd Jew* 
ish spirit. Though uttered by Jews, they are seen to 
be the breathings of that wisdom of God, " which ia 

<>Isa.zi. I— 10. 
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Aifl of m^cy and good fruits, without partis^ty and 
witfaoiit h3rpocri9y." They describe a Messiah, to be 
alike the Friend and DeKverer, the Salvation and 
Glory, of Gentileif and Jews. This is a remarkable 
characteristic of all the Scripture prophecies of Christ, 
and a strong internal evid^ice that they are not Jewish 
forgeries, but the teachings of Him who is the Ood 
dfvil 

II. But it is the more pdrtiailar design of the pres- 
ent chapter, to elucidate the fact that ihe Christ of the 
New Testament is this promised Messiah of the Old. 
And in the prosecution of this design, we shall simul^ 
taneously carry out the subject of the foregoing re- 
marks, the looking forward of the prophets to the 
ONE who was to come. 

1st The time of his coming is that which had been 
variously designated by Moses and the prophets. This 
time had been described, both by the numbering of (he 
intervening periods, and by connecting it with a variety 
of other great events ; events, the simultaneous occur- 
rence of which it would be the weakest credulity to 
admit that human sagacity could have foreseen, aiid 
imagination have conceived of. 

There is a wonderful designation of the time of 
Christ's coming, by description of the intervening 
p^iods of time between it and another event, as re- 
corded by the prophet Daniel.' " From the going forth 
of the commandment to restore and to build Jeru- 
salem, unto the Messiah, the Prince, shall be seven 
weeks, and three-score and two weeks ;'* i. e. sixty- 
riihe weeks. And then there wsCs to be one week in 
which for him to finish his work; making in all 
seventy weeks, to "finish the transgression, and 
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liiake ati end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, — ^and to anoint tlie most Holy;'' — or, in other 
words, for sealing and establi^ing that covenant as a 
moral system, which, by its efficient energies, shall 
make an end of eril. 

With regard to the reckoning of prophetic time, 1 
adopt no enigmatical rule. I receive the record of 
time by the prophets as by other writers, days for days, 
and weeks for weeks, unless in any particular case 
they inform me that they use one period as the sign 
of another. And so I understand this seventy weeks, 
taking the word weeks as it is in the original, where it 
is sevens. It is not the word which is used for weeks, 
but it is literally sevens. "Seventy sevens are deter- 
mined upon thy people." Now to take this in its most 
literal sense, we must understand the word sevens to 
apply to the most noted and natural divisions of time, 
especially when mentioned in refer«ice to great and 
important events. Such most noted and natural di- 
visions are years. Each one of each of the sevens, 
being taken for a year, it is seventy sevens of years, or 
four hundred and ninety years. And according to the 
accepted chronology, which cannot be far from the 
truth, Jesus Christ was offered upon the cross, and thus 
made a sin-offering once for all, superseding the neces- 
sity of the daily sacrifices, in just four hundred and 
ninety years from the date of Artaxerxes' command- 
ment to Ezra, for the completing and beautifying of 
the temple, the reestablishment of the service of God, 
and the more perfect restoration of Jerusalem. There 
were other edicts, which had more particular reference 
to the rebuilding of the walls, &c. of the city; but as 
this last, by Artaxerxes, related to the completion of 
• the work and tie ivXl restoration o{ Jeivxs^Xam \ft\\» 

24: 
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fdigious priTileges and blessings^ the prophetic refer- 
ence in this case is sufficiently applicable. 

This is an agreement, with wonderful exactness of 
time, between the event and the prophecy. But more 
wonderful, if possible, is the agreement in those cases 
where the time of Messiah's coming is described by its 
connexion with other important, and in some instances 
improbable events. Moses said, '^ The sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between 
his feet, until Shiloh come ; and unto him shall the 
gathering of the people be." The word Shiloh signi- 
fies the Sent of Ood. This prophecy foretells the con- 
tinuance of regal authority in the tribe of Judah, until 
the Sent of God should come ; and involves the facts 
of the loss of this authority to Judah, and the coming 
of Shiloh, as simultaneous events. And it was so, 
taking Jesus for the promised Shiloh. Judea was 
made a Roman province about eleven years after the 
birth of Christ. Still some judicial authority was left 
among them in relation to some 0f their .domestic con- 
cerns. But in the year 70, at an event by which the 
<^ause of Christ was more generally, and permanently 
established in the world, and which was called " the 
coming of Christ in his kingdom^'^^ then the power of 
that people was utterly scattered, and the distinctness 
of the tribe of Judah was lost. So then the sceptre 
did remain with Judah until Jesus came; and then 
Judah fell. Is not Jesus then the promised Shiloh ? 

Again, it was foretold by the prophet Daniel, (chap 
ii.) that, succeeding the then present Chaldean mon- 
archy, there would be three universal monarchies, 
making in all, four ; — ^and that in the . time of the 
fourth and last universal earthly monarchy^ the God 
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of heaven would set up a kingdom which should 
never be destroyed. It will not be disputed that this 
indiBstrucdble kingdom is the kingdom of the promised 
Messiah, who was to reign in righteousness, and of the 
incr6ase of whose government and peace there should 
be no end. The setting up of his kingdom was of 
course to be at his coming ; and this was to be in the 
time of the fourth universal monarchy. The Roman 
kingdom was the fourth universal monarchy on the 
earth, and probably the last ; for it does not appear 
Ukely that there will ever be another. And it was in 
the time of the Roman monarchy, when Caesar Au- 
gustus was Emperor, that Jesus was bom into the 
world. Is not Jesus, then, the incmmbent of the throne 
of that kingdom, which the God of heaven should set 
up in the time of the fourth universal monarchy ? 

Again, with respect to the time of the promised 
Messiah, who should, by the virtues of his kingdom, 
constitute the proper Desire of all nations, Haggai pro- 
phesied (chap, ii.) that he should come while the 
second temple in Jerusalem should be standing, when 
that house should be filled with glory. Jesus' did 
come, and teach in that temple his glorious truth. 
But that temple is now demolished ; the very founda- 
tions thereof have been ploughed up, and a Turkish 
mosque is reared on its ruins. Is not Jesus, then, that 
Desire of all nations, who should visit that second 
temple before its dissolution 7 

I might pursue this sttbdivision of my subject, but 
should exceed my limits. And enough has now 
been presented to show conclusively, that the time of 
Jesus' coming, is the time which the prophets had 
designated for the coming of the expected Messiah. 
The further you carry the exammation of lYiVs dK^"W\i* 
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ment of the eTidenee of Christian truths the more inlerr 
estkig it becomes. The great variety of ways whereby 
this time was designated, makes an examination of 
the subject the more satisfactory. It was to be in 490 
years firc»n the going forth of the commandment to 
rebuild Jerusalem ; — ^it was to be about the time when 
the sceptre should depart from Judah ; it was to be in 
the time of the fourth and last universal earthly mon- 
archy ; it was to be while the second temple in Jeru- 
salem should be standing. And at the point of time 
where all these events and circumstances, which the 
prophets had foretold, not only at sundry times, but in 
such diverse manners, and on such various occasions, 
as evince that they were not copying each other; 
I say, at the point of time where all these ev^its and 
circumstances converge and centre, Christ Jesus cante 
uUo the world. And such was the understanding of 
the prophets by the Jews themselves,^ that they were 
looking for their Messiah to come about that time. 
When they were suffering their tribulations in that 
same age, they were easily induced to follow almost 
any artful impostor who rps^ up pretending to be the 
Messiah. But the claims of all these pretenders were 
exploded, almost as soon as they were put forth. Not 
so with Jesus. He came at the time appointed ; and 
his name is enduring as the sun. Is not this the 
Christ? 

2d. The Christ of the New Testament, who came 
at the designated time, appears also in the personal 
character ascribed to the expected Messiah by the pro- 
phets. Unlike the character which the sentiments of 
the world would associate with princely greatness in a 
royal personage, the Messiah was to come, though in a 
glory surpassing that of all the kipgs of the earlh, yet in 
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tt0dcn6« and lowliness, humility and low. His great- 
i»8s was to be a moral greatness; his glory was to b^ 
the splendor of his doctrines, the majesty of his good* 
ne^ For a sufoMme description of this trait in his 
eharacter and mistaon, listen to anotfier passage from 
the evangelical prophet. " Por he shall grow up be- 
fore him as a^ tender plant, and as a root out of a* dry 
gFoond, he hath no form nor comeliness. * * He is de- 
^sed and rejected of men, a nmn of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief; ^nd we hid as it were our 
faces from him ; he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not Suiely he hath borne our griefs and ear- 
ned o«r sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God and affiicted. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties ; die chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
with bis stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray ; we have turned every one to his own 
Way ; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet 
be opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, do he opened not his mouth. * * He was cut off ' 
out of the land of the living, for the transgression of 
my people was he stricken. He had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth. When thou - 
shalt make his soul (his life) an offering for. sin, he 
shall see his seed^ he shall prolong his days^ and the 
pleasure ot the Lord shall prosper in bis hand. He 
shall see of the travsiil of his soul and be satisfied; by 
his knowledge shall my righteous smrant justify (the) 
many ; for he shall bear theif iniquities.'" 

c Isa. liii. 

24* 


So piQQisely doea this pyrt^ocy dMonbe tiN^ebiin^ 
ter which Jesus did indeed bear^ that if we had jMt 
the indubitaUe evidenoe that this was publiahed him- 
dreds of years beSnre the G<ffiauig of Christy vpq loi^ 
reasoimhly have indulged the susfHcimi that it was a 
narrative written after the fact 

His beup^ said to be mUhmUfovm mr eamtliim^s^ does 
not refer to bodily deformity, but to Ihe meatuiess of 
his birthy the humbleness of his life^ and th^ chajcaeli^ 
of his teaGiungs,--*ali beipg unlike that whieh wetdd 
attract the gasge and admiration of the world* 

He was a msm of sorrmM mi/i aeqt^finipi. vriA 
griefs^ he%x\ng eiur griefs and carryii^ ewr pufiaw s. 
The wanderings and the* sufferings of mankind w^re 
observed and felt by him. He wef)4 with die weepiiig, 
and mourned with the sorrowful, and had compaasioQ 
on the ^oram and on them who were out ^ A^ ^ay. 
'' When John, being cast into {prison, heard of the 
works of Christ, he .sent two of his dbscipiles, and 
asked him, saying, Art thou he that shoukl come? or 
do we look for wother? Jesus answered and said 
unto them^ Go cmd i^ow John those thM^s whidi ye 
do hear and see ; how that the bUnd receive thek 
sdghi, and the lame walk ; the deaf hear, and the lepers 
are oleax^ed ; the dead are raised up, ami the poor 
have the gospel preached unto them."'' This answ^s 
to the pophetio description, which Jesus read in the 
meeting of Jewish pifiests and pecf^le in the syna- 
gogue of Nazareth, and apfdied to himself: ^^ The 
spirit of the Lord is up<m me, because he hath aa* 
pkitod me to preadi the gospel to &e poor; he hatti 
sent me to heal the l^coken-'heartedl, to piieadi deliver- 
ance to the captives,, and recovery of sight to the 
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l^tedylorfet ait iibertjr them that are brujiwd, to preaeh 
tibue aceqptable year of the LorcL'' ^ 

It ia reoorded in the 8tb &[ MattheV} that '^ they 
l»^ugbt upio hu3QL maay that were posaesied of de- 
»Q»fi; a»d he east out the «ittrits with his word, and 
healed them that were sick ; that it ui^t be fulfilled 
which was spokea by Eaaiaa the pipfdbet, aayiHg, Him- 
aelf ^k our mfirmities, aad bare oiur ttcknefsses.'^ 
Surely then he bore the griefs hxyi caniaf} the sorrows 
ofiai^ai, ^dtibtoogh he was /' despised and rejected 
of men," who hunted him as beasts of prey, for his life^ 
yet he was gf^tle aiid forgiving, and his tears flowed 
iiD sympathy even for the sufferings of bis enemies* 
'' When he was reviled be reviled imt again ; when he 
ssiffered he threat^iKed not ; but committed himself to 
him that judgeth li^teousty.V 

Thus while Je^iis taught the doctrine of fcn^veness 
and ]|>ve, overc^oiung cruelty with. kinchikessS) and evil 
with gepd, be faithfully and eoi^stantly practised^ the 
same. And when be bad efpent bis aUotted time 
on earth in labors of love, and was seized by a band 
of ruffians^ dragged to a mock trial, an4 adjudged to a 
shameful disath^ he was still meek and forbeeirjng. And 
knpwing the fixed intent of his persecutors, and that 
a^y argument of his in support of his divine copimis- 
sion WQi^ld be seized and bandied by them ^s proof ci 
his blasphemy, he was passive in tbeix hands^ and 
contradicted not their &lsehoods. Q^eiii was ful- 
iUled the prophetic saying before quoted, ^< He was 
sffpressed and ajB^^ed, yet be opened not his mouth ; 
hp is brought as a tamb to the slaug]^^, and as a 
9beep before ber shearers is dumb, so be iqpened not 
hismciiatb*^" 
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Thisf prophecy goes on to show timt iiid praaxused 
One whom it describes would be put to d^th by the 
wickedness of his persecutors ; being taken from prison 
and from judgment, and cut off from Ae land of thd 
living, because he had done no violence, and A^w 
was no deceit in his mouth, — and being smitten for 
the transgressions of the people. And when hs life 
should have been made an offering for sin, he was to 
live again ; for he was dien to see his seed, prtdong hui 
days, or his existence, and the pleasure of the Loid 
should prosper in his hand. 

' All these things were foretold of the Messiah of the 
prophets ; and they were fulfilled in the Christ Jesus 
of the New Testament. And see, on the cross, how 
he carried out the principles of love, unconquerable 
love^ which he taught and practised in his life. He 
was surrounded by his murderers, who were deriding 
him in his agonies inflicted by themselves ; and yet 
he lifted his eyes and his voice to the King eternal, 
and in the majesty of his love he cried,— " Father, for- 
give them." 

Then this mighty Prince of peace, when he had 
prayed for his pen^cutors, and commended his spirit to 
the Father, meekly bowed his head and died. He was 
laid in a new tomb ; and the chief priests and I%ari- 
sees, recollecting that he had said be should rise from 
the dead on the third day, went to Pilate, and pro- 
cured a strong guard to be placed upon the sepulchre, 
that the <Ksci]^es might not steal away his body, and 
report that he had risen. But on the morning ef the 
tiiird day from his crucifixion, Jesus arose from the 
state of death, and showed himself unto his disciples. 
He tarried with them a sufficient length of time to 
confirm to them the truth of his resurrection, and to 


oiicter and eslabfish the afifatrs of his spiritual king- 
dom, and lie was then borne hence into the invisible 
worid, to reign in his mediatorial kingdom, until cUl 
things should be subdued uriio him, or, as the prophet's 
l»igiiage has it, until he shall see of the travail of his 
smdandbesaiiafied. 

I might multiply the comparisons on this point to a 
nmch greater extent, — ^theoomparisons, Imean, between 
tb& prophecies of the Old Testament and the history o^ 
the New. But the fact shines clearly in what has now 
been presented, that the Christ of the New Testament, 
who came at the designated time, appears also in the 
personal character ascribed to the expected Messiah 
by the prophets. And my closing remarks under this 
head, have also run into an observation of the fulfil- 
ment of the prophecies concerning the death and the 
resurrection of the promised One, in what actually 
tofdc place with the blessed Son of Mary. 

3d. There is a third view in which the Ghrist of 
the New Testament is seen to be the Messiah of the 
Old, viz., in his official character. The prcmiised Mes- 
siah of Moses and the prophets was to bruise the ser- 
pent's head, or make an eai. of the evil unto which 
the human race have become subject ; he was to make 
blessed all nations and ieimilies oi the earth; he wa» 
to^ be a commissioned servant oi God, endowed with 
his spirit, to be light to the blind, deliveranee to the 
captives, salvation to the Gentiles, and the redemptioa 
and glory of Israel. El]e was to subdue the wicked 
with the breath of his lips and the rod of his mouth, — 
the word of his truth and grace. He was to be em- 
phatically i\kQ Prince of peace;, and of the increase of 
his government and peace there was to he no end. Or, 
in other words> it should extend^ lupitil \t dftoxs^d^ «cl-- 
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circle all. For there was to be given him dofiilnion «id 
glory and a kingdom, that all nations and kindreds 
should serve him; and his kingdom should never be 
destroyed, nor his dominion have an end J And as he 
was to be a sin offering for those whonuhe shoold 
subdue and redeem, it was said by the prophet thai 
he should bear the iniqtiiiies of us all. 

In the same official character, or characters rather, 
is Jesus presented in the New Testament. As a priesi 
he is said to have made a sin-offering for the people ; 
"not by the blood of bulls and of goats, but by his 
own blood, he hath entered once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us." * ^' There 
is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a ransom 6x 
all, to be testified in due time." " We see Jesus, who 
was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffer- 
ing of death, crowned with glory, and honor, that he by 
the grace of God should taste death for every man." 
''And he is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world." ^ 

As a King, ''He is exalted far above all prin- 
cipality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named,^ not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come.""" "God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name that is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heavei^ and things in 
earth, and things under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father."" " For he must reign till he bath 
put all enemies under his feet. Then will he deliv^ 

J Dan. vii. 13, 14. k Heb. ix. 12. » 1 John ii. 2. 

«Ej)L 1.20,31. «^^Ysa.u,5fr-U. 
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up the kingdom to the Father, having put down all 
rule and all authority and power. And the last enemy 
shall be destroyed, (which is) death." " 

How instructive is the study of the sacred Volume ! 
How rich is the knowledge it yields ! When we pore 
over the statutes, and the histories, and the diversi- 
fied teachings, of the ancient chosen people, and see 
interspersed, at sundry times and in divers manners, 
the sweet prophetic breathings of promise and hope for 
die perfect One lo come, the creation's Desire; and 
then we turn our minds to the history of Jesus, the 
Christian's chosen Master, — our glad hearts leap up, 
and we exclaim in the language of the admiring 
Philip, '^ We have found him of whom Moses in the 
iaw and the prophets did wriie,^^ 

• 1 Cor. XT. 24—26. 


CHAPTEE XI. 

TBX7TH OF THS 603PBL HIST0E7. 

The truth of Christianity, as a rerealed system of 
religious hope, is involved in the truth of the Evaw- 
gelical history. This history records the life, the super- 
human works, and the death of Jesus Christ, and hts 
resurrection from the dead as the first fruits of them 
that slept, the hope of human kind. Give to this his- 
tory, or to all there is peculiar to it, the character of 
legends and forgeries, — and you relinquish all tangible 
hold upon Christianity as such, and dravr again over 
our mortal vision, tte impenetrable vail of heathen 
darkness. With all that candor, then, which becom- 
eth children, made after the image of God, we will in- 
quire into the credibility of the Gospel Records, and 
truth of the Christian system. 

I. And here in the outset we will premise, that the 
truth of Christianity is in the nature of things probable. 
We are not, therefore, to be predisposed to discredit 
good evidence in its favor. We are rather to prepare 
our minds for giving all evidence its due weight, in the 
spirit of St. Paul's appeal for the witnesses of Jesus, 
" Why should it be thought a thing incredible with 
you that God should raise the dead?" 

When we consider man, his intellectual powers and 
faculties, whereby he calculates and weighs causes and 
effects, beholds the beauty of order, and traces the foot- 
steps of design in all the works of nature, visits the 
revolving planets, strides among the stars, and behold- 
ing all abo ve^ beneath and aTovxiid^ admires the wisdom. 
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and adores the benevolence of the Creator, and claims 
to him the high relationship of ckiUren, — we are 
incited to inquire ; — just as he begins to be,— just as 
he begins to look around, — just as he begins to soar, — 
and has tasted enoiigh of life and knowledge to make 
him pant for more, — ^must he fall back into nonentity? 
Must he be plunged into eternal night? Most gloomy 
thought! And a thought as unreasoncAle as it is 
gloomy. 

It is unreasonable to suppose that the infinitely wise 
and benevolent Creator has so constituted any grade 
of creatures, as that they shall possess important, even 
constitutional wants, infinitely beyond what he has 
made provision to meet. The wisdom and perfection 
Df God's works in creation and providence, consist in 
the correspondence and harmony of all its parts, and 
the exact adaptation of everything to its proper end. 
If you look into the brute creation, you will see the 
form of the body, limbs, claw, tooth or beak, of every 
animal, exactly adapted to the procuring of that kind 
of food which its nature requires, and not a constitu- 
tional want but* what finds a provision made to meet 
it. And it is fair to conclude, that, if the all- wise 
Creator had designed to limit the whole sphere of 
man's existence to a few moments here on earth, he 
Would have given him such a constitution of mind as 
well as body, as that the productions of the earth 
would yield him satisfaction. He would not have 
made us so, that when we have health of body, and 
kll riches and comforts which earth aflFords, we should 
feel an aching void within the breast, unsatisfied and 
unfilled, — an earnest reaching forward for lasting good 
to come, which never can be met but by a hoige of 
iramortaJiij. 
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Again, when you look into the natural world, yon 
see everything, every species of brutes and plants, 
cojtne up to a state of maturity. Every qiedes, as a 
whole, seems to answer its destined end. The tender 
{dant^^mes up, until it becomes a p^fect herb or tree, 
according to its kind. Nothing can be discovered in 
its structure, which shows it to tend to any higher 
state, or bespeaks a design for any hi^er end than it 
fully answers here. Not so with man. Consider him 
as an intellectual being. Consider his ability and 
disposition to acquire knowledge, and his growing 
thirst for it as he advances in it. And yet in Ibis re- 
spect he brings nothing to perfection here, — cc»nes up 
to no fixed standard of p^fect knowledgoi. The mind 
is but a tender shoot, when the winter of death invari- 
ably comes upon it. (Such species of plants always 
live and flourish again in the succeeding spring.) 
Even the comparatively learned and philosophical 
Newton, felt conscious of being such an infant in knowl- 
edge, that he considered himself as a little child picking 
up pebbles on the shore of the great ocean of philosophy. 

Since, then, the human mind only enters at most 
upon the threshold, upon the firM rudimefUs of that 
knowledge, for which it appears to ^ formed, and in 
which it tends to advance j since it never, in this 
world, but just tastes enough of knowledge and happi* 
ness to make it pant, and show forth its capacity, for 
more,— -the dictates of teason are, that man is yet to 
live ; that he is to resume hi^ i^tudies in another state 
of being, and progress in that Ipiowledge, for T^hich the 
constitution of his mind is so wond^fuUy adapted* 

It is owing tc) this feature of the human mind o( 
which I speak^ that the nations of the earth in ^lerali 
eyen the savage tribes o£ the wilderness, have dier? 
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isbed expectatiosis of another life. Without the light 
of revelation, they have ibrtoed various and some ex- 
travagant notions of that future state ; but the wants 
and tendencies of the human mind have induced them 
to seek relief from present pains and troubles, in look- 
ing forward to another and a better life. 

« The soul, uneasy and confined from home, 
Rests and expatiates in a life to come. 
Lo, the poor Indian, whoseuntutored mind 
Sees Grod in deads, or hears him in the wind ; 
His soul proud sciexice iiever taught to stcay 
Far as the solar walk, or milky way ; 
Yet simple nature to his hope has given, 
Behind the cloud-topt hills, an humbler heaven ; 
Some safer worM in depths of weod embraced, 
Spme happier island la, the watery waste ; 
Where slaves once more their native land beholdi 
No thieves torment, nor Christians thirst for gdd." 

That this reasonable hope of future existence will be 
answered, does not, ev^i in the nature o{ things, 
appear either impossible or improlMbk, The doctrine of 
the resurrection is no more mysterious than many things^ 
with which we are acquainted. Indeed, there is no 
Hiore mystery in it than there is in everything we see. 
Our own present existaice, which we do not pretend 
to dits^ute, is as mysterious as the resurrection from 
the state of the dead. 

II. But I will proceed to 4!onsider the nature, and 
die manner, of the transacticm^ which the New Testa-, 
meat records as the basis of its claim of Messiahship 
for Jesus, and as the ground of Christian hope. 

When we have come to indulge some trembling 
hope, through the reasonings of our own minds, it 
cxDWiis our desire with a happy assuranee, to find ex- 
ternal evidence on whieh to rely. B8^ViX\:t ^^ ^^ 
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deeply interestkig and vaetiy importan^t a salije^t bb 
the one before us, it would give us unspeakable hap 
piness to receive tangible proof, to convert our travail 
of soul into the assurance of hope. 

Now if the Lord would show us one rais^ from 
death to life, whom we know to have been dead, we 
should receive it as sufficient external evidence of 
this glorious doctrine. But would it be necessary 
that we should see such an instance ourselves 7 
This would be to say that^ in order to keep the doc- 
trine established in the world, it is necessary that the 
Lord should continue raising men in every country, 
and in every neighborhood, and in every age, so that 
every individual should be witness of it And this 
would be turning oat of employment that investigation 
of evidence, which improves the mind, and by whkh 
it is well that we should come into the truth. We 
will not 'be so unreasonable a« this. If we cw find 
aoc^uot of s<»Qb6 one person, a person of notoriety, who- 
has beefi dead^ and raised again to life, as a sample 
oi the human laiee ; and if we ca» find this account asr 
well aijHlieaiticated as many histories which we have 
of past events, — ^we will be satisfied with it as a good 
proof of the doctrine of a future life. 

Well, we have a book pnt into our hands, containing 
such an account, — and, I think, even better attested 
than any history which we have, relating events that 
transpired in ages past. I have the book now before 
me. It giv€s an account of efne Jesus, called the 
Christ, sent tttmi God on an important erfand, on a 
divine commission. It is said that he is the Light of 
men, anid came to be the Saviour of the world. He 
was so extracHrdinary a personage, and bMt «m sa 
4r«c;^a aa erraiad, that axv axy^l ft^ioir beav^t came 


dod Atts prpclmimed his advent ; — '' Beboidr I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
p0q[>le*" And a multitude of the heavenly host, in 
vietv of the result of his glorious mission, came down 
U>the8heid[erds' plains, and raised their joyful s(Hig, 
[^ Glory to G|>d in the highest, on earth peace, and 
good will towards men." 

He went on, and proved that he was sent of Grod, 
and endowed with divine authority and power, by 
a l<Hig series of mirades. He made the Uind to see, 
the lame to walk, the deaf to hear, the dumb to speak, 
and the dead to live. These things appeior well at- 
tffirted and faithfully recorded, and the miracles were 
generally performed in such a manner, and under such 
eircumstanees, as not to admit of deception. 

Let us take, for instance, the case of the man bom 
Uind, restored to sight. This was not doi^ in an ob^ 
scilre corner, and a person reported to have been re* 
slored to sight, of whom no one knew wheth^ he was 
ever blind or not. It was done at Jerusalem, and 
upon a person well known there. The neighbors, 
and they who had seen the man who was bom 
blind, said, ^'Is not this he that sat and begged? 
Some said. This is he; others said. He is like him: 
but he said, I am he." Then they brought him to the 
Pharisees, who also asked him how he had received his 
sight Ai»l he told them. But they hoped it might 
not be made to appear that he had ever been blind. 
So they called the parents of him that had received his 
rig^t, ^' And they asked them saying. Is this your son, 
who you say was born blind? How th^i doth he 
sow see? His parents answered. We know that this 
iB our SOD, and that he was born blind; but by what 
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9I0U1S he now seeth, we know tioi: he iftof aigo, adc 
him : he shall speak ior himself.^' 

'^ Then again they called the man dial had bee« 
hlind, and said, Give Crod the praise; we know dial 
this man is a sinner. He answered and said| Whe&ev 
he be a sinner or no, I know not ; one thing I know, 
that whereas I was blind, now I see.'' But they wei«i 
still in perplexity. ^^They asked him again,. What 
did he unto thee? How opined he thine eyes?" 
With boldness ^d good sense he^ answered tJbsm, " I 
have told ytm already." And on his leasiHinig with 
them to show that so good a deed eould nc^ haTa 
some, as they insinuated, from a bad spirit^ they tet^ 
Tiled him and cast him out 

There is no need of multiplying oases to show. that 
the miracles of Jesns were known, among his enemies 
as well as among his friends. This was generally tha 
Gas& His enemies did not di^^e, &at be wioa§^ 
these w<»deni. They admitted the fact. But they> 
charged him with doing these works through thei 
agency of an evil spirit* It was as unreasonable^ 
however, as it was maUcious, tci ascribe all thesa 
good works to an evil agency* 

Concerning the charader of Chti^t, it is unin^)eaQh'- 
able. His doctrine bears the evidence of its being 
£rom above; and bis instructions are delivered with 
a majesty well beoon^ting a divine Teacher. Every^ 
thing we ton see in all his life,-— in his works, and 
iai his declines, — appears totally opposite to what 
inight be expected from m impostcnr, ^ming at hia 
own aggrandizement. 

But the. prejudices of the, Jews agamst hka am 
fli^ottg ;^ at the spread of his doctdne. tht^ aie. rnnek 
aiarmed; and they resolve tx> %et him out of the way. 
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-nmy mvtB Uniy-^rag him heforo the magistrftlMi 
-where he is hastily and maliciously conctemnedi 


Theysttid him np ta a hig^^ tribimal; Pilate, the 
judge, ^camines him, and is persuaded of hie iu^e* 
eeiicev But he is iatimidated by the magistrates, and 
deUi^ers him up into thek hands. They crucify and 
/ bury him; — -seal the sepulchre, and set their own 
wateh upon it. A short time after, and even before 
the Teary magislitates who condemned him, it is bol(Uy 
puUished that Je^us, wh(Ha they had crucified,^ is 

la th^pe any eirideBce againat tMs 1 — ^What say the 
adxmg ^^aord, which were placed upcm the sepulchre 
on purpose to preyent imposittoEh? Do they coim 
forward and show that the body of Jesus remained 
kk the a^uldire bey^ond the time he bad eet for his 
j»sing1 ]Nk>* They make m^itioA of the wonders 
irtueh took {dace at ^e set time ; and all Jerusalem 
knows ^t the body was then gone from the tomb: 
but the soldiers are hired to say, that Jesus' dkciples 
stole away his body, while they were asleep. 

Let us- e^amme this testimony, the only testimony 
which pretends to accoimt for the absenoe of Jesus 
^ from . tine tomb, without admitting his resurrection^ 
How did they know that the disciples carried away 
Ikieir Master^s body? Answer: Because they were 
asleep wheo it was done. Such t^imony ia not 
admisaible; for then tiiey knew nothing, and of 
course, their witness is nothing. 

But how ittoredible is it that the wateh did all 
foU asleep. As we dumld naturally suppose^ und^ 
snob att ax^tement, every precauttim was taken to 
patBfmt dtoceptieit eoneeming Jesus' rising firom tfae 
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dead; iot ibej knew that he had said he should 
rifle again on the third day. 

Therefore, '^ the chief priest and Phariseea came to- 
ge&er unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that that 
deceiyer said, while he was yet alive, After three days 
I will rise again. Command therefore, that thesepul* 
ehre be made sure until the third day, lest his disci{ries 
eome by night, and steal him away, and say unto the 
people, He is risen from the dead : so Uie last error 
shall be worse Aan the first."* — Under these circum* 
stances, we cannot doubt that they placed upon the 
v^uichre such a guard^ that, under the dreadful re- 
sponsibility in which their laws placed such guards, 
there was no danger of their- all at once falling 
asleep. 

And, on the other hand, such an und^nrtaking as 
that of stealing away the body of Jesus, and reportmg 
that he had risen from die deady could hardly have 
been thought of by the disoiplesj with all theli timt* 
idity, and the views they had entertained. — JFirsi^ as 
it respects iheir timidity. Not one of them had cour- 
age enough to stand by their Master when lie was 
condemned to be put to death. Even Peter, who had 
been the most resohite^ found his courage to ISedl. He 
thrice denied his Lord. How then would these poor 
cowardly fishermen have dared to risk ttemselves to 
get the body of Jesus away from a s^ong guard, in 
a time of such mad ejEcitement T And second^ as it 
respects the views they had entertained. They had 
been expecting that Jesus would build up a powerful 
kmgdom in this world, and redeem Lsarael firom the 
Roman yoke. Their thoughts did not rise abo^ve teiBr 
foral things. ^' We trusted," said they, ''that it ha4 
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"been he wfakh should have redeemed Israel.'' Sadst 
being their riews, we can find nothing to favor a sush 
picion, that the disciples would have wished to steal 
away his body, even if they cootd safely have ctone 
so. For if they beheved that God would raise him 
from the dead, they would rather choose to leave him 
as he was, that the power of God might be displayed 
and evinced before their adversaries. And if they did 
not expect that he would rise again, all their hopes of 
Jiis restoring Israel were at an end ; for they could not 
expect to make his dead body king over Israel, if they 
had carried it away. Therefore, considering the views 
and expectations of the disciples of Jesus at that time, 
I can see no reason for the suspicion that they would 
have wished to steal away his body, if they had eeur« 
age to undelrtake it. 

No wonder that the Jews suspected them of sueh a 
design ; for the progress of the Cause of Christ, of the 
nature and design of which they were ignorant, had 
much alarmed them ; aiid when persons are under a 
high excitemient of fear, they will imagine a thousand 
dangers. Their suspkions doubtless were, that the 
disciples of Jesus might think to steal away his body, 
and report that he had risen &om the dead : — ^and that 
then they would put forward the most artful and 
actit^e of their number, to personify him, and draw 
away the people after him as the Messiah, the one 
who had been crucified and raised from the dead, 
until sufficient ^rength had beeoi collected to seize oa 
the reins df government. But such a plan, as it ap^ 
pears, the disciples never thought of. When they 
preached Jesus^ that he had risen from the dead, they 
never presented any personage as a claimant of an 
earthly throne, nor did they seem, to be Tp\vs\i\xv%\5osssx 
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effMrts at all for promotion and power in the woxtd. 
They bad then learned that their Master's kingd<»asi 
is not of this world. 

But it appears to have been so evident at that day 
that Christ was alive from the dead, that the Jews 
themselves h^d hardly boldness enough to dispute^ it. 
When Peter restored the lame man that sat at the 
gate of the temple, and the wondering multitude 
crowded around him^ he addressed them on the sul>- 
ject of the resurrection of Christ, as a matter ugainst 
which he feared no argument. — ^* Ye men of Israel, 
why marvel ye at this? Or why look ye so ear- 
nestly <m us, as though by our own power or holiness, 
we had made this man to walk? — The Grod of your 
fathers hath glorified his Son Jesus y' wham ye de- 
livered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, 
when he was determined to let him go."*" Though 
the priests and riUears were angry at such addresses, 
and were pricked at their hearts, yet they never 
encountered them with any formal argument. 

When Paul was brought before the rulers on trial 
for his doctrine, he stood up with confidence, bold- 
ness, and simplicity, and declared his conversation 
which he had held with Jesus, who had been cruci- 
fied, and raised again to life. ''And the king," saith 
he, ^'knowetfa these things, before whom I speak 
freely ; for I am persuaded that none of these things 
are hidden from him, for this thing was not done in 
a corner." And King Agrippa, by Paul's defence of 
his cause, was almost persuaded himself to be a 
Christian. What! Notwithstanding the preaching 
of the resurrection of Christ had raised so great an 
excitem^it, and enraged the peofde in that coon- 
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try to 80 great a degree, had they no regi:dar teiHi* 
mony agaiofit it? Njo. Their principal argument 
was, to call the witnesses of Jesus Satan's children, 
disturbers of the peace, and turners of the world 
i:^ide down. 

But when the enemies of Christ had put him to 
death, and had him in their own hands, knowing that 
lie bad said that he should rise again on the third day; 
— and they had taken particular care, as we might sup- 
•pose tfiey would, to prevent any deception being prac- 
tised by his disciples, — if he did not rise as he had 
fiooetold, when the third day had passed, they would 
have produced the body, and the whole matter would 
have been set at rest. All the officers and people 
who had been ocmcerned in the crucifixion of Jesus, 
— all these at lectst would have run together, and 
made themselves certain of the fact, that Jesus was an 
impoHor, They would have shown vto the world that 
he had not risi^ as he said, — that tiiey hadiiis body 
in their own possession. Then^ if any had afterwards 
comip forward, and reported that Jesus rose from the 
doad on the tlnrd day, abundant and regular proof 
would have been brought against them, and their bold 
and. arrogant imposture would have been put down 
forever. But as it is, this is so far from being the 
case, that -^^^len a witness of Jesus' resurrection is 
brought to trial cm aecount of his doctrine, there is no 
evidence again^ him ; and the king himself, who is 
on the side of the witness' enemies, and before whom 
he stands for judgmoat, openly declares to this imnis- 
ter of Jesus, that he is ulmast perwaded to believe his 
tesHmanyi 

Indeed, after examuiing, by the strictest rules of 
criticism, the testimony of Ctniist's Tesmiec^xi^\ ^xsv 
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unable to ocmcetye hbwwe could have bo^ 
with more satisfeictory evidence. Even if all the redans 
wf&i people of Isrctel had espoused the doetrkie of his 
resurrection, it would not have been so evident as it 
now is to us. For then, as there would have been no 
oppoi^ition to it^ we' should have bad more room for 
{Suspicion that the whole affair was a mere fabricatioA, 
which the Jewish rulers had agreed to support from 
sinister motives. — But the oj^sition of the Jews, <»n- 
sidering the circumstances noticed under whidi> the])^ 
opposed, the kind of opposition, and the kind of suc- 
cess which it met with, tends to confirm the testimony 
of the Chrifl^n witnesses. 

III. But may it not be that this book, which bears 
such indubitable marks of truth, adnaitting it to hscvt 
been written, and to record what was puWicIy and 
extensively preached, in the age to which it aseribeB 
these evetitSj. is' itself the fairtoaiion of a later age? 
That there never was such a man as Jesus Christ, 
making the excitement in the wofld Which is heid 
represented ; being crucified under the reign of Tibe- 
rius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Jndea ; and being preached «oon aft^r as risen from 
the dead? That there were not, shortly afterwards, 
churches formed in his name, at Rome, Corinth, 
Ephesus, &c., nor any such men as Paul, Peter^ and 
others, vimthig among «uch churches, and waiting to 
them the letters which are herein contained ?-«— May 
it not be that thi^ book was ii^iolly forged in soade 
later age, and palmed upon the people as having been 
written in the age to which it assigns these events ? 

No. Such a supposition cannot be admitted for a 
inom^ti It does not bear sufficient marks of prob- 
aWityy or "even pos^ib&^y^ v> \^ ^«i#ieted -to by any 
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you will for the briaguig forward of this forged book, 
say fsopie tim0 in the third century. This would be, 
of course, the origin of the sect who espouse the 
system it contains^ I might rather say, it would be 
4he origui of the system itself. Yet the book professes 
to havo been written three centuries before; and it 
W9pee9mts its cause ^d its converts as baring been 
notorious, aod extended throi^hout Judea, Jerusalem, 
Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Elphesus, Philippi, Colosse, 
Th^ssalcMerioa, «Mid other countries, in that long passed 
iige,— 4hree cwturies before the sect was ew&r heard 
of, or ever started in the world ! It is plain to be seen 
ibat the book must have destroyed itself the very day 
of its appearance. 

I ean find no more reason to doubt there having 
hem. sudi a man as Jesus Christ, and that all these 
things heif^ stated were said and written about him 
fit the time they purport to have been, and by the 
piBi^sons to whom they are ascribed, — than I have {(x 
doubting that thi^e was such an emperor as Tiberius, 
such a governor as Pilate, and such a king as Agrippa ; 
or that the works ascribed to Josephus were written 
by the man whose name Ihey bear. 

That there was a person called Jesus Christ, the 
founder of the seet called Christians, who lived and 
was crucified at the time stated by the book before usj 
the New Testament,— and that shortly after, there 
n^re ohufches f<»rmed in his name, in Rome, and 
oUier places, where Paul and other apostles are herein 
represented as having visited, preached, and written^ 
— ^hese things, I say, aire sujpported by the testimony 
of our enemies. I will instance a quotation from 
iFadhtMrM^ eddtMtod Soman faisUMcnsa VKkdi ij^sAdai^ 
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^uid» die reign of D&miHan and Nerva^ whose reigns 
were between fifty and sixty-five years after the death 
' of Christ He wrote the work to which I refer, how- 
ever, five years after the death of Nerva, abont severOff 
years from Christ's crucifixion. In giving an account 
of the setting of fire to Rome, hy Nero, an ovent which 
took place about thirty years after the crucifixion, 
Tacitus writes Aus : — ^' But neither th^se exertions, 
nor his largesses to the people, nor his offerings to the 
gods, did away the infamous imputation under which 
Nero lay, of having ordered the city to be set on fire. 
To put an end, therefore, to this report, he laid the 
guilt, and inflicted the most cruel punishment^ upon a 
sect of people, who were held in abhorrence for thdr 
crimes, and called by the vulgar, Chriatkms. The 
founder of that name was Christ, who suffered death 
in the reign of Tiberius, under his procurator Pontile 
Pilate. This pernicious superstition, thus checked for 
awhile, broke out again, and spread, not <mly over 
Judea, where the evil originated, but through Rome 
also, whither everything that is bad fiads its way, 
and is practised." With what this writer say^ of the 
cAamc/er of the Christian religion, we have no concern* 
It is not an hundredth part so strange that he was un- 
acquainted with the excell^icy of the system, and called 
it a pernicious error, as it is that some learned profes^ 
sors of Christianity, in this day, should be almost totally 
ignorant of the doctrine we profess, except its name, 
imd should call it a pernicwus heresy. But this emir 
nent heathen historian is good evidence, diat the Chris- 
tian doctrine, after the crucifixion of Christ, started 
anew and with vigor in Judea, (just as the New Tes- 
tament writers represent,) and soon extended itself 
wtsn unto JU>m0^---«]ld tbAt^e <m£hof of d»s f^^ 
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was the Gracifi«d Jesils, who also suffered tinder Pon- 
tius Pilate 

Finally, of the genuineness of the writings which 
we have in the New Testament, there is more evidence 
than of that of any other work of as early date. This 
is as it should be. The abundance of evidence should 
always correspond with the importance of the subject. 
This is truly the fact in the case before us. The his- 
torical books of the New Testament, in particular, by 
which I mean the four Oospels, and the Acts, are*^ 
quoted and referred to as authentic and genuine, by a 
connected chain of Christian writers and commenta- 
tors, from some cotemporary with, or immediately suc- 
ceeding the apostles, down to the present time. But 
I have not room here to make quotations from them. 
I will barely say, that from the beginning there were 
but /our Oospeh mentioned as being relied upon as 
indisputably genuine, and they are the four which are 
einbraced in our Scriptures. 

In short, we need no better evidence than we have, 
that the account which we have before us of the life, 
the doctrine, the death, and the resurrection of Christ, 
was written and made public in the same age and 
country to which these things are ascribed. And there 
is not to be found, against the resurrection of Christ, 
any better argument than the one. before considered 
and fmmd to be nothing,-^that the disciples stole 
away the body while the guard were asleep. 

But why should the Jews have been such deter- 
mined enemies to Jesus ? Or why should they have 
persisted in declaring him an impostor? They did 
not, as we have seen, deny the reality of the works 
which the Gospels ascribe to him; but they charged 
his wonderful powers upon a confedeiacY ^V8a. «^*^ 
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demoiuu Uvea Oelsus, ia his woric against Ghm- 
tianity, written in the 2d century, admitted the mira- 
cles o£ Jesus, hut, like his brethreii of the Saviour's 
time, ascribed them to dempniacal agency. But why 
did they charge him with imposture? H^ life, suf- 
ferings and death, so exactly answered to the descrip- 
tion which their prophets had giyra pf the expected 
Messiah, that, in reading the prophets^ we* should 
think, if we did notknow to the contrary, that we were 
reading a narrative of Jesus wriUen by a personal ac- 
quaintance. And they have indicated the time, t00| 
with such precision, that the Jews generally w€^e 
looking for his advent as near. These prophetic books 
are held sacred by the Jews. Our ejpemies have been 
our librarians^ keep^)g for us the Sp^ptures, wl^ch 
point out the character, and the time of our Saviour^ 

And he came at the time their prophets had foretold. 
But because tb^y knew him not, neither the voice of 
their prophets, which were read every Sabbath day 
amongst them, they fulfilled them in condemning hiiii. 
Though he came in the chara^pter wlach the prophets 
had described, yet it was not as their national pride 
and worldly ambitiozpi had pictured ta themselves. 
But be disdamed to play the impostor that he mig^t 
gain thair favor. He steadily pursued his heavenly 
Father's will. Through trials and persecutions, he 
labored in the cause of love and good will to men^ 
He died on the cross, and was laid in the tomb. '' BtU 
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first 
fruits of them that slept^ 

Since, t^en, God has kindly given U3 so good external 
evidence of that doctrine, which is so reasonable, and 
for which we have such real need, jsuch constitutional 
wmJty we will gladly receive it for the satis^tiox^ of 
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our souls. Since Christ, the First Frxtits, has come in, 
we will steadfastly look for the coming of the hartbst. 
"Though now we see him not, in him believing, we 
rejoice with joy unspeakable atid full of glory, receiv- 
ing the end of our faith, even the salvation of our 
souls." 
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CHAPTER XII, 

THE RESXTKRECTION OF THE DEAD. 

<< For M in Adam all die ; even so in Christ shall all be made alite." 1 Cor. 

. XV. 22. 

In the preoeding chapter, we exammed some of the 
evidence touching the truth of the Gospel history. 
On the main facts recorded by this history, comprised 
in the writings of the New Testament, we ground, as 
Christians, our system of religious faith. In the said 
examination we did not take an extensive range of 
argument, for so we might have filled, with that single 
subject, an expensive volume. We restricted this de- 
partment of our labor to a few of the most direct, com- 
prehensive and conclusive arguments, available to the 
simplest and most illiterate reader. 

Among the important facts established by the record, 
are those of the crucifixion of Jesus, and his resurrec- 
tion from the state of death as the first-fruits of them 
that slept. Receiving Christ, then, in this relation to 
mankind, as alive from the dead, our own resurrection 
to a future life is a consequent truth. So does the 
apostle argue, in that portion of his writings from 
which I have taken my key-text and motto, at the head 
of this chapter. Having certified the fact of the resur- 
rection of Christ, he proceeds to argue the resurrection 
of all men in him. 

It appears, from the manner of his discourse in the 
conunencement of the chapter, that there were some in 
Corinth who admitted the Messiahship and resurrec- 
tion of Christ, and y^i dexvk^L \5aft ftLw:X\\xNfe oC the gien- 
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eral resurrection. " For I delivered %uU> you fir^t (mT 
all, that which I also received, how that Christ die4 
for our sins according to the Scriptures ; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day according 
to the Scriptures; and that he was $een of Cephas, 
then of the twelve ; after that he wa'3 seen of above 
five hundred brethren at once ; of whom the greater 
part remain unto this present, but some are fallen 
asleep. After that he was seen of James, then of the 
apostles. And last of all he was seen of me also, 
as> of one bom out of due time. Now if Christ be 
preached that he rose from the dead, how say some 
among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? 
But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is 
Christ not risen : and if Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is also vain* Yea, and 
we are found false witnesses of God ; because we have 
testified of God that he raised up Christ, whom be 
raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.'' 

The apostle further shows them that they were, 
upon the whde, hsers by professing the Christian 
name, if fliey were looking for nothing through Christ 
but temporal things. For the most valuable doctrine 
of the gospel of Christ, is that of a glorious immortal- 
ity beyond the tomb. This answered to their wants, 
supported them under trials, gave them joy in afflic- 
tions, and a heaven on earth. 

While their spirits w^re cheered and animated by 
this blessed hope, and their hearts were warmed by 
the love of Christ, they could faithfully labor to dis- 
seminate this gospel, and bless mankind; — ^arid what- 
ever were the persecutions, or external hardships thfey 
met with, they were jret the most happy of all ttfe^x 
mt earth. Their lively and exalted Vvoiije ol \\ifiKifiar 
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tality, was worth more than all temporal goods, olr 
worldly ease. 

But if they hoped in Christ for nothing but temporal 
things, then their hope was worth no more than that 
of their unbeUeving enemies. In that case, by openly 
professing the name of Christ, they subjected them- 
selves to those additional troubles and persecutions, 
without the advantage of that infinitely valuable hope 
of immortality, to more than counterbalance them, 

*' But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first-fruits of them that slept. For since by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive." 

It is the grand object of our present inquiries, to 
obtain a correct understanding of the Scriptural doc- 
trine of the resurrection. We must understand what 
the doctrine of the resurrection is, before we can know 
whether to rejoice, or to mourn, in contemplation of it 
Paul does not, while dwelling on this subject, call 
upon the people to choose whether they will have 
endless happiness or endless misery, in the future 
state; but he urges the doctrine of the resurrection, in 
opposition to the doctrine of no ftUure eadstence — of 
perishing like the brutes. And to know whether to 
rejoice or \o mourn on account of his doctrine, J must 
know whether that resurrection state which Christ 
has brought to light, is better or worse than no exist- 
ence at all. 

I shall perhaps look with the more care and dili- 
gence into this subject, on account of the views which 
many of the learned and pious of my elder Christian 
brethren have entertained upon it. The views which 
they have held on man's mmot\a\ ^X^Xa^^wM tender 
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3 doctrine of the resunectimi &x more gloomy to me 
sin that to which the apostle was engaged in oppos- 
; it. Yes, even if I expected to share with the most 
irored class, I should never think on the subject of 
3 resurrection, but with insupportable pain and an- 
ish of heart My horrors would be as great, at 
ist, as those expressed by Young, when he thus 
preaches the subject of his doctrine on the future 
ite : — 

" Horrors beneath, darkness on darkness, hell 

Of hell, where torments behind torments dwell ; 

A furnace formidable, deep and wide, 

O'er-boiling witii a mad sulphureous tide, 

Expands its jaws, most dreadful to survey, 

And roars outrageous for the destined prey. 
* * «t * * 

" I faint, my tardy blood forgets to flow, 

My soul recoils at the stupendous woe ; 
That woe, those pangs, which from the guilty breast, 
In these, or words like these, shall be expressed : — 

Who burst the barriers of my peaceful grave ? 
Ah ! cruel death, that would no longer save, 
But grudged me e'en that narrow dark abode, 
Afid east me out into the wrath of God ; 

Where shrieks the roaring flame, the rattling chaia 
And all the dreadful eloquence of pain, 
Our only song ; black fire's malignant light 
The sole refreshment of the blasted sight." 

Such are the vivid colors, lurid with madness and 
rror, in which learned divines have portrayed the 
nditiom into which, they say, the resurrection shall 
troduce countless millions of our race. If I can be 
ide to believe it, I will go Harrowing all my days, 
make no appeal to the selfish principle here, — ^no 
usion to the class into which I or you may fall. I 
eak as a member of the great intelUg^ iamiil ^\^ 
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whom existence is a thankless gift, unless it is on the 
whole a blessing, and around the whole circle of 
whom should flow the spirit of the royal law, " Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" Who, in the 
exercise of this Christian spirit, even forgetting him- 
self as to his own allotment, would not regard as a 
calamity, a source of regret rather than of hope, the 
resurrection, as a whole, of the human family, in the 
light of those human doctrines ? 

Now the true Christian '^ faith is the substance of 
things hoped for ;^^^ and by its influence upon the 
mind it produces "joy unspeakable and full of glory.""* 
Suppose there is a family who are living in the 
enjoyment of kind aflection, and of a common share 
of earthly good. But they have no hope of a life to 
come ; and when they think of death, as certain soon 
to sever those ties of love, and quench those intelli* 
gent spirits, forever — ^it fills their minds with dark- 
some gloom. A member of the loving group is sick 
unto death, and they are all sitting in melancholy 
mood, pondering upon their hopeless separation. A 
messenger enters their silent mansion, and professes 
to come with authority to assure them of another, 
and an endless life. They all start up from their 
seats with joyful surprise, and the very dying child 
rises up in his bed, to hear the full statement of the 
messenger. He proceeds to say, that they shall all 
be raised up from the sleep of death, into a life that 
shall never end; — that one half of their number 
shall be placed upon seats of bliss, — and the other 
half plunged into a &ii» of liquid fire, looking up 
with a countenance distorted with agony, crying for 
the Power that made them, to strike them out of 

• Heb. xi. 1. *> 1 Peter i. 8, 9. 
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being, and their cries answered with scalding volleys 
of increasing vengeance — forever! Who could pic*- 
ture the sad disappointment of the listening family) 
Who could describe the more killing anguish, and 
the nrnlHplied sorrows, of such as should believe the 
message? Their turning to this description of a 
future life, for relief from the gloomy thoughts of 
eternal sleep, is ^^ as if a man did flee from a lion, 
and a bear met him; or went into the house, and 
laid his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him."^ 
They would delight to go back, like the subjects of 
Jupiter in^die fable, to their respective former allot- 
ments. 

I do not speak this, under an impression that our 
dioice about these things can alter the purpose of 
Ood. I rejoice that it cannot; — for I verily believe 
that the purpose of God is such, that, when rightly 
understood, every reasonable being must supremely 
prefer and admire itl But I have made these reflec- 
tions to induce you to a very strict and prayerful 
inquiry, whether the life and immortality which Jesus 
brought to light through his gospel, in a view of 
which saints of old, and angels in heaven rejoiced, 
is suck, that a benevolent heart must prefer to it, 
even as a whole, the darkness of eternal non-exist- 
ence for the race. 

Upon this grand subject of inquiry, involving the 
value of the resurrection to man, we are now pre- 
pared to advance. And in pursuit of our object, we 
will methodically condder the key-text we have 
chosen; and, in connection with it, we will avail 
ourselves of the light of the context, and of the 
general Scripture teachings on the subject. 

e Amos ▼. 9. 
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Ifift ''As in Adam all die." Let it h6 here bh* 
served, that the apostle does not say, ''As in Adala 
all </ie^," six th^yusand years ago ; — ^alluding, as some 
have ufeiderstood it, to tt^ total fall and corruption of 
human nature in the first transgression* Bat, "As in 
Adam all dieJ^ He speaks in the present tense, im- 
plying a sense in which all are not^ in Adam. Is 
there any sense in which mankind are, universally^ 
in Adam ? ' We are in Adam by an inh^itanee of 
the Adamic or ei»:thy nature. We ave in liie image 
of the earthy man. The apostle so explains it afler- 
wai^ in the same chapter. " The first man is of the 
earth earthy ; the second man is the Lord from hea- 
ven. As is the earthy, silch are they also that are 
^rthy; and as is the heavenly, such are they also 
that 9M heavenly. And as we have borne the image 
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly." 

In this darthy man, Or in the image of the earthy, 
as exhibited in the first Adam, "all die." We sire 
all partakers of mortality and deaths" "All flesh is 
grass, and the gk>ry of man is as the flower of grass." 
" Man oometh forth as a flower, and is cut down, — ^he 
dieth^ and wast^h away." 

2d. " Ev^en so in Christ shall all be made alive." 
When you carefully consider here the apo^le's tiwrtlA- 
esisy his {mtting^ our participation of life in Christ, 
over against our participation of mortality and death 
in Adain, the sentiment clearly expressed is this, — 
that we shall then be in Christ " even so," or in the 
Same selise in which we are now in Adam ; that we 
shall inherit his state aAd nature ;— that Christ will 
be as properly the "Head of every mim" in ibt 
resurrection state, as Adam is reckoned to be in this; 


r^-4hat we i^all not cnfy be iaiM>rtaI ISce him, b«t 
possessed of the same moral nature, governed by the 
jsame moral principles. 

But Paul does not leave us to galiier this important 
eentim^tt alone from an observaticm of his anUthesiSj 
in ttie text Though it is clearly involved in this, to 
one who duly considers it^ — ^yet he proceeds directly 
mid distinctly to declare tbis essential fact in the 
character of the immortal state^ Tbis explanation 
fellows the text:— "But every man ia his om^ 
esdiet : Christ the First-fruits ; afterwards they that 
are Christ's at his coming. Then eomelh the end, 
when be shall have delivered up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father; when he i^all have pujt 
down fdl rule, and all authority ani^ power. For he 
must reign, till he hath put all enemies under hiA 
leet. The last enemy ^shall be destroyed, death. 
For he hath put all thin^ under his feet But 
when he saith, All things are put under him, it 
IS manifest ^at he is excepted who did put all 
things under him. And when all things shall be 
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself 
be subject to him that put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all.'^ 

Fr<m this we learn, ^^, that at the resurrectioiii 
men will not only be immortal, but also subject to 
Christ ;-^thal then will take place the uMmaium of 
&»^ gospel {dan; and Chrbt, hairing accomplished his 
work, and subjected aU to hie blessed reign, w0 
deliver up the kingdom to God the Father. And, 
second, that the all things whieh are to be subjected 
to Ohrist, comprehend all bdings exc^^g God, who 
fni all tbjags under himu And aieo^ ihtd, tb«( the 
jMMe in which all are to be Bub|dct \m&ft QXiff^'ia^ 
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the same as thatin-whidi Ac witt be subject to €tod 
4he Father; consisting in a willing and reverential 
submission, and a oneness of -mind and character. 
For when Paul speaks of the subjection of Christ to 
Ae Father, in connection with the subjection of all 
things to Christ, he must have expressed a common 
meaning by the word sub^eciion, or else there is no 
harmony in the •sentence. This blessed sense in 
which the human family is to be subjected to Christy 
had been clearly expressed in the same epistle, in 
the 11th chapter. " Birt I would have you to know 
Aat the head of ^very man is 'Christ ; and the head 
of the woman is the man ; and the Head of Ohridt 
is God." 

After having thus connected wifh thfe resurrection 
this important subjection to Christ, this oneness of 
mind with him, — and then considered some foolish 
questions of his opposers relating to the bodies with 
which the dead should be raised, the apostle resinnes 
again his discourse on the character of the immortal 
#tate. "One star differeth from another star in glory. 
So also iid the resurrection of the dead.'*-^Tfiat is, as 
God has made many different kinds of bodies, and 
has made some stars to differ from other stars in 
gloi^r, so also will he make uis in the resurrection 
«tate to be different from what we are in the present 
^*So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown 
in corruptkm; it is raised in incorrupHon : it is sown 
in dishonor ; it is raia^ in glory : it^s sown m weak- 
ness; it is raised in power t it is sewn a 'natural body; 
4t is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural 
body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is 
written, The first man, Adam, was made a living 
wnl; the last Adam wajs made a quickening sjHrit 
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Howbeit, that whs not first which is spiritual, but 
that which is natural ; and afterwards that which is 
spiritual." — Here follow the three verses which were 
quoted to the subject of dying in Adam. They are 
further explanatory of the text, showing the sense in 
tirhich we are in Adam, and in which we shall be 
ill Christ "The first man is (^ the earth, earthy; 
Ae second man is the Lord from heaven. As is 
the earthy, such are they also that are earthy ; and 
as is the heavenly, such are they also that are hea- 
venly. And as we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image of the hea-^ 
venly." 

Further he says, "This corruptible must put on 
ihcomiption, and this mortal must put on immortal- 
ity. So when this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on im^ 
mortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written. Death is swallowed up in victory." 
This saying Paul quoted from the prophet Isaiah:— 
"He will swallow up death in victory, and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears fr^wn off" all faces."* 
Hence it appears that the immortal state is free 
irom all cause of pain and sorrow, so that when 
deaUi is swallowed up in victory, i^eor^ will be wiped 
away from off all feces. The whole resurrection is 
like the First-fruits. "Now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the Ftrsf-fruits of them that slept." 
And the same writer lays it down as a theological 
sfxiom, "If the fir^t-fmits be holy, the lump is also 
holy." 

The same is the doctrine which /e»w» taught, witfi 
great plainness, ccmcerning the resurrection state. In 
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controYersy with the Sad^cees, who say tfiere iS na 
resurrection, Jesus said, (Matt. xxii. 29, 30,) ''Ye do 
greatly err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power 
of Ood. For in the resurrection they neither marry 
nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of 
God in heaven." Here the whole subjeet of the resur* 
rectton is before them;^the question is, whether the 
humaa species are to live again after death. The 
Sadducees say, no. And they now bring a case of a 
woman who had seven husbands, in order to present 
some difficulty in the way of the regulation of society 
in the future states They do not appear to conceive 
any question, but that, according to Jesus' doctrine of 
the resurrection, the woman, and the seven men who 
bad been her husbands, would all live again, and aU 
in the same worlds as much as they did on ear4h. 

And Jesus, in his answer, did not undertake to de-^ 
scribe how that probably a part of the persons they 
spoke of would be howling in infinite torments, and 
the others rejoicing over them ; — ^nor did he undertake 
to frighten them into a profession of the doctrine of 
the resurrection, by telling them that they would find 
it true when it would be too late for them to be b^ie^ 
fited by it. No : — He answers with a dignity well 
becoming a divine teacher : '' Ye do greatly err, not 
knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God. For 
in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage ; but are as the angek of God in heaven.'' 
And then, in suppprt of the doctrine of the resurreo!- 
tion, he refers them to their own Scriptures, where 
God spoke of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, long after 
their death, in such a manner as recognized them still 
tn existence, or destined yet to live. Here the fact is 
distiactly stated, that the resurrection state is^ without 
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any limitatioi]; or letenpe, as the state of tha aiiigeUof 
GodinheaTen. 

Jesus is represented as declaring this sentiment with 
^nal jdainness, in Luke xx» 36^ 36: — '^But they 
which shall be accounted worthy to obtain thaiwoxid, 
and the resurrection from the de^id, neither marry^ nor 
are grv^en in marriage: neither csoi they die any 
more ; for they are equal unto the angels ; and are the 
c^drexi of God, being the children of the resurrec- 
tion." 

Jesus leaves no room for thenoti<m that there will 
be an immortal state, in which men will contmue in 
edn and shame, the characteristic children of the 
wicked one. ''They," without distinction, ^^tkejf 
which st^U be accounted worthy to obtain the iresuxi^ 
rection from the dead, shall be equal unto the angels; 
and are the duldien of God, being the children of the 
seswrreotioii^" 

Hence it is certain, that if there are axiy who will 
not become sharers of a glorious and ha{>py immortal- 
ity, being children of God,— they will never be raised 
at all into aii immortal state. For the gospel reveals 
no other. There is a sect of Christians, sometimes 
called annihilaiianistSy /who believe there are soma 
such, — some who will nev«r be raised agam from the 
dead. And Uiey have used the Scripture last quoted 
as £aLvoring their views. They have laid particular 
emi^asis on the word, wmrthy. ^ ^ They which- shall be 
aceomited wmihy to obtain the resurzectioh from the 
dead." This they have considered to apply exclu- 
^vely to a particular class, whose virtues entitle them 
to an immoral stateof being, as a just reward. 

But an attention to the geneml doel^ine of the gos- 
priy and a due cowideagalioa of iha %Q?«t^ iftwt^ 
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made of tliis same diaeoisne of our Lend to tte Sad- 
ducees, will expose the incorrectness of Uiis opinion. 
Though this doctrine is not a millioiidi part so i^pat 
ling as that popular doctrine which we quoted from 
Yom^y yet its glory is not worthy to be compared 
with that of the gospel. Jesas Christ axid his apostles 
urge the doctrine4>f mxitable rewards and punishments, 
priding the conduct of men ; but they nearer give 
out the idea, that a fttti»e immortai state of existence 
is either to be bought or sold by the doings of m^i in 
.time. If snelv had been the sentiment whidi Jesus 
^expressed to the Sadducees ; if the word ^artiiy was 
applied to the m<»al desert of men, as procuring &r 
themselves a resurrection state, — ^theh this would e^- 
tainly have been the most important word in the 
whole conversation. It would have contained a point 
in the doeU^ine x>f the resurrection, which every faith- 
ful witness would have kept foremoBt^ whenever he 
spoke or wrote on the subject 

But €^ the three Evangelists who have recorded this 
discourse of Jesus, two have not used the word t^crthg 
at all. Matthew writes, "JPor in the resurredianr^ 
they are as the angels of God in heav^i." And MarJ^ 
(xii. 26,) " For when they shall rise from the dead,— 
they are as the angels which are in heaven." Now, 
klAou^ th^:e are frequently some verbal differences 
in the records which the several Evangelista have 
made of the same discourses of Ghrii^ yet they aie 
all particular to give every important idea; they gbM 
no distinguishing point oi doc^pe, which any di»- 
^eomrse they reccnrd was meant to enforce. This con- 
sideration, togettier with the general sentiment of the 
flbfipmres, obliges us to conclude that the word worthy^ 
wbidi Luke atone haa used in this case, (and he is the 
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Birai^liit who did not penoiudly-hear tlM words of 
Jcsusj) was not mtended to apply to the moral desert 
of hitman omiduct, but to the worth or yalne wiiich 
God sets np&a bis creatiires, according to the scale of 
bemg in which he has placed them. The same idea 
is ex|»ressed by the word vahte^ in Matt x. 31 ; ^^ Ye 
are of more value than many sparrows ;"-^and also 
ibe word beHer, in Matt. ti. 26 ; <' Behold the fowls of 
the: ak! c^e ye not much better than they?" Moral 
desert coidd not hare been meant by the words value 
and better^ because in this respect there is no com- 
pariscm betwe^i man and the fowls and sparrows. 
The reference w&s- to God's estimate of th&a^ as his 
intelligent children. So of tte word worthy in the 
case before us. In this view, ike ihtee Erangelists 
lepresent Christ as speaking the same sentiment, Viz., 
that they on whom God sets such value as tliat he de- 
signs to give them a resurrection from the dead, shall 
be as the angels in heaven, and charactenstic children 
of God. And who are they? Answer: The human 
species. ^* For as in Adam all die; even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.'* " There shall be a resurrec- 
tion of the dead, both of the just and the unjust."' 

In the latter passage, while we have an answer to 
the question, "who shall share in the resurrection?" 
and an answer, too, which precludes all cavil as to its 
speaking of the -^ole race, or a particular class of 
men, we have also a clear indication of the character 
of that state. The resurrection of mankind, even of 
the unjust, was to the apostle an object of hope. This 
he could not have said if he liad believed the unjust 
would be raised up, and held up in being forever, for 
the sake of an endless existence of suffering. If Paul 

• Acts XXIT. 15. 
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had belitved thiS| he would hava said of it as he said 
of the foreseen temporal sufSsrings of the Jews, that 
the contemplatkni oceaskHied ^' great heaviness and 
sorrow^' But hope involres expectation and cieffire; 
and to charge the benevolent soul of the aposde with 
desiring an existence of infbute evil to a p(»rtim: of 
his fdlowHsreatures, would be lui outrage of ecnenmon , 
decency. No ; the inspired ministers of Jesus viewed 
the universal resurrection of the dead, as altogeth^ a' 
subject of thanksgivings and praise, of consolation and 
hope. And there is no testimony of the Scriptures, 
which evidently relates to the literal resurrection, 
which contradicts this sentiment of hope, or casts a 
shade upon it. The gift of immortal Ufe to man is 
not according to the purpose of God alone, but it is ac- 
ccHrding to the purpose and grace oi God, which are 
brought to lig^t through the gospel.' 

Resurrection to Condemnation. 

There are a few passages in the sacred Volume, 
which have been thought by some to teach a diflFerent 
doctrine,* and these we will examine at the present 
stage of our progress. The most important text of the 
class referred to, is that in John v. 28, 29: ^^ Marvel 
not at this : for the hour is comings in the which all thai 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shaU come 
forth ; they thai have done good unto the resurrection 
of life; and they that have done evil unto the resurrection 
of damnation,^' 

These words were pronoimced by out Lord before 
the unbelieving Jews, when they had been seeking to 
kill him because he healed an impotent man on the 
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Sabbath day, tod also called God his Father, making 
hknself, as they construed it, equal with God. Much 
reliance has been placed on this text, by some, for sup- 
port to the sentknent of endless guilt and condeiima- 
tion. They have supposed it to be a declaration of 
the literal resurrection of all men from the state of the 
dead, into a final, fixed, and eternal state; — ^a state of 
unalterable happiness to some, and of unalterable 
misery to others, according to their works on earth. 

If this be the sense of the text before us, we wish to 
know it. No person in his right mind can wish to be 
deceived, or to misunderstand the word of God. Truth 
will stand. And so far as we deceive ourselves, if it 
be by any abuse of the opportunitks we have for correct 
information, we must suffer a just punishment for our 
iniquity. Every sober man's inquiry is. What is 
truth? When he reads and -considers any portion of 
the Scriptures, his fervent desire is, {5 know what the 
inspired writer or speaker meant. He is equally cau- 
tious against taking from, and adding to, the word, in 
any case. For one of these practices as well as the 
other, is treating with disrespect that wisest and best 
of Beings, by whose inspiration the Holy Scriptures 
came. It is, in effect, to say, that He is not so capa- 
ble as we, to plan a system of religion to be revealed 
to mankind. Under a solemn sense of our own little- 
ness, and of the unerring wisdom of Him, who deliv-^ 
ered the words above quoted, let us proceed with 
impartial candor, and prayerful earnestness, to seek 
the true meaning of his speech. 

It is my usual custom, when inquiring into the 
meaning of an important text upon which many learned 
and pious of my elder Christian brethren have given 
an opinion^ ia respect to them, and m doiA^^ v> ^ 


needless innovatkm, to examme their ojHfiions first ; 
and viewing th^n by tlie light of Scripture, to follow 
them so far as they have followed the Divine testi'- 
mony. This course I will pursue iu the present case. 
1. I have already mentioned the popular opinion, 
that the text relates to the introduction of all men into 
a final aqd unalterahle state. But here we deen^ it a 
solemn duty to inquire, what is the Scriptural author* 
ity for such an opinion? There is certainly nothing 
in the text, nor in the context^ which authorizes the 
opinion that Jesus here spoke o{ all men being intro- 
duced into an xuialterable state. The declaration is 
simply this: ^'The hour is coming, in the which alt 
that arq in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth ; they that have do>ne good, unto the resur- 
rection of Ufe; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation." Nothing is here said 
about their condition becoming unchangeable. Where 
then shall we find support for this opinion? I>o the 
Scriptures in general, when speaking on the state and 
kingdom which God will fix and make unalterable, 
afford us any good reason for understanding the text 
in the sense which is now in question ? Very far from 
it Jesus here speaks of some men coming forth into 
a state of condemnation. Now is it the sentiment of 
Scripture in general, that a state of sin and ccoidenma- 
tion is ever to be established of Grod, as a final, fixed, 
and unalterable state? Every person who is conver- 
sant with the Scriptures knows better. To what part 
of the Bible will you direct me, that I may find the 
word of Jehovah pledged, for his building up, immor- 
talizing, and unchangeably fixing the reign of darkness 
and condemnation? You will not undertake to i^ow 
xm a tej^ wlucla sft^tks w «ttan^ a sentiment. The 
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wotd of Qod engages £Dr the support of the oppositb 
«&iise, that of holiness and peace ; and for the puttings 
down oi the reign of eviL In e:^cuti0a of his word, 
he has eommissioned and ordained his Son, and given 
him all power in heaven and in earth, to destroy sin, 
and subdue all things to himself — to his own holy 
reign, l^his has been abuiKlantly exemplified in pre- 
ceding parts of this volume. 

Mbw, since it is an undeniable trnth, that with the 
annihilation of sin, ^nd Ae subjection and reconcilia- 
tion of all men to. God, guilt and condemnation will 
cease, it follows of course that God, whose revealed 
purpose is that sin shall be destrbyed, and all men 
reconciled to him, does not design to establish a state 
of guilt and condemnation as a final and unalterable 
stote. For surely he has not two purposes directly 
opposite to each other. He has not purposed to make 
eternal like his own exist^tn^, that which he has pur- 
posed to destroy. 

Forasmuch then as our text does not suggest that 
the state of eond^anation into which it says that some 
" shall come forth," is their final and unalterable state ; 
and the word of inspiration elsewhere recorded forbids 
the supposition that a state of guilt and condemnation 
ever will be tmchangeably fixed,— T^'e cannot adopt 
the common opinion on this Scripture. Even admit- 
ting that Christ here spoke of the lUeral resurrection 
with immortal bodies, we cannot admit that he spoke 
0( the mtroduction of all into an unalterable state of 
mmd. For if when all are raised with immortal 
bodies, some ure in a state of guilt and condemnation 
of mind, in opposition to Christ, — though their bodies 
may not be chs^ged, there must be yet a change of 
mmd. For Obxist most r^gn, and ^\\i iio\ dL^k^^x x)^^ 
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his kingdoni to Ood the Fatbtr, trntil he has sabdoed 
and rec<mcikd all to himself. So long, thetefore, as a 
sin^ mind remains in (^position to Christ, his whde 
work is not done, and tbeie most of ooorse be yet 
some further change. 

Having ascertained that Christ in the words befose 
ns, whether he spoke of the literal riesorrection or not, 
did not teach the introductiim of aU men into tb^ 
final and tmalteraUe conditiim of mindj we are now led 
to question whether he did speak with refcarenee to the 
iUeral remrreciian. 

What is die evidence, we ioqnire, that Jesus here 
spoke of the literal resurrection'} Do you rely on the 
particular language whioh he used) On the phrase, 
<^A11 that are in the grayes-HBhall come forth?" It 
does not follow from this that the literal resurreetieo 
was meant ; for such . language is sometimes used in 
die ScripUiies in a figmratiTie sense. Indeed, ntost 
words and phrases which literally express any state, 
or condition, - or local situation of man, or apply to 
natural objeets in the earth, are also used in a figioa- 
tive sense, with application to various subjects. 

The mountcdn is used for exaUaium and stttbUiif; 
as in Isa. ii. 2 : ^' The Tiumnimn of the Lord's house 
shall be establidied in the tops of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills ; and all nations shall 
flow unto it." Here the true religion of heaven is called 
a nunmtainj to signify its exalted character, and per- 
manent establishmenti The rock is likewise employed 
as an emblem, to represent permanency 9inA perfection; 
as in Deut. xxxii. 4 : '^ He is a Rock, his work is per- 
fect." And as the perfection of God and the permsr 
hency of his word are represented by the rock, they 

iiiio trii«t iu him aM w^ m tha U^^ coante- 
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Miftce, are said to stand upon a rock ; — ^while the op* 
posite ttnsettled state of unbelief and sin, is figura^ 
tiveiy represented by the horrible pit and miry day; 
as in Ps. xl. 20 : '^ He hath brought me up also out 
of the horrible pit, and of the miry clay, and set my 
feet upon a rock, and eistablished my goings.'' The 
prisof^house is likew^ise used as an emblem in the 
sacred Scriptures, to signify the dark and enslaved 
state of mind from which Christ would rede^n sin- 
ners. See Isa. i:lii. 6, 7: "I will give thee for a cove- 
nant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles ; to open 
die blind eyes, to brmg out the prisoners from the 
prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison- 
house." Tlie terms sleep, and decUh, are figuratively 
used to express a carnal and stupid state of mind. 
And coming out of this stupid state is called awaking, 
and arising from the dead; — as in Paul to the Ephe- 
sians : ^^Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee light." 

The term grave is also used as an emblem, to de- 
note a very low, degraded and oppressed condition. 
And the redemption of persons from this low state of 
trouble, is called their being brought up otU of their 
grmes. See Ezek. xxxvii. 11, 12, 13 : " Then he said 
unto me. Son of man, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and 
our hope is lost : we are cut off for our parts. There- 
fore prophesy and say unto them. Thus saith the Lord 
God, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause 
you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into 
the land of Israel. And ye shall know that I am the 
Lord, when I have opened your graves, and brought 
you up out of your graves, — and shall place yeu in 
your own land." Btare the ledemption oi <!te "ie^^ 
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firom theif seventy years' Babylonish eapliTity, was 
signified to them by the promise of God, that he would 
cause them to come up out of their graves, ta inherit 
the land of Israel. 

And now I inquire, what reason have you to oflFer why 
we should not understand that this coming fartA from 
the graves, under consideration, is likewise a figurative 
expression of some change of condition with persons 
living on the earth* The Greek word rendered ^ovey 
in this case is the same, or a derivative from-the suxie, 
that the LXX. use for graves in the 12th verse of the 
passage just cited from EzekieL It is not hades, the 
state of death, from which the Scriptures represent 
that the literal resurrection brings mankind; but it is 
mnemeia, the tombs, graves, or syndchres. Therefore, 
if we apply the text to the literal resurrectioii, we 
shall make it a very partial resurrection, the resurrec- 
tion <mly of such as have been regularly buried. But 
thousands have Uved and died, who were never in* 
teired in mnemeia or graves. The bodies of the ante- 
diluvians mouldered to dust upon the surface of the 
ground. The bodies of the Sodomites were burnt to 
ashes, and their ashes probably scattered to the four 
winds of heav^i. The same has been tjie fate of mul- 
titudes of others, both of the wicked and the just 
And the carcases of thousands of Jews, who perish^ 
in the siege of Jerusalem by the Romans, were food 
to the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air. 

But though there have been so many thousands of 
the human species who were never interred in sepulr 
chres or graves, yet they all went to hades, the state 
of death. Jacob said of his son Joseph, '' I will go 
down into hades to my son moumipg." * )Ie di4 w\ 
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mean by hades any' single grave or tomb, for he did 
not suppose that Joseph was entombed. He believed 
that Joseph was eaten up by an evil beast. Bui it 
was into the unseen state of death that Jacob expected 
to go, to be like his beloved son. Hades is used to 
express this state, and it is from this state that the 
resurrection is represented as raising mankind. The 
Scripture doctrine of the resurrection has nothing to do 
with the dust which is deposited in mnemeiaj the 
tombs ; it relates to the raising of the intellectual man 
from hades J the state of death.* He who is the resur- 
rection and the life proclaims his purpose, saying, 
" O death, I will be thy plagues ! O hades, I will be 
thy destruction f "* And when the resurrection of all 
men is completed, then the triumphant exclamation 
will be raised, "O death, where is thy sting? O 
hades, (state of death,) where is thy victory?"' The 

h When that ^ttritual put of man, which, being oiganized with the 
grosser earthy matter, constitutes him a living, rational, and moral being, 
goes out at death into a disorganized state, that disorganized state is what 
isexpressedby the term ^(uies, state of death. It is ^ state in whidi Sol- 
omon says, (Ecd. ix. 10,) " There is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom.'' But when this same spirit, be it sooner or later, is, by the omnific 
power of (3od, regenerated in organized bodies of the refined and heavenly 
rabstanee, pr^erviog its identity and resuming its ooascaousness, this be- 
comes a perfect resurrection from Acu^; — and this second organized man is 
not of the dust of the ground — ^is not of the earth, earthy ; but is of the hea« 
▼euy substance, or heaveidy nature. As we have seen, <* The first man is 
<tf the earth, earthy ; ^e second man is the Lord from heaven. And as we 
have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the hea> 
venly." (1 Cor. xv. 47, 49.) " For we know that if our earthly house of 
tbis tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly 
desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven ; — ^that 
mortality might be swallowed up of life.'* (2 Cor. v. 1, 4.) Then will 
this mortal put on immortality i that is, we, as rational beings, who here 
cjust in mortal constitutions, shall then exist in oonstitutioas immortal and 
heavenly. 

i Hes. ziii. 14. U Ot». xf.\&V. 
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CTrcmnstance, therefore, that the text speaks of a 
earning forth from nmemeia^ the tombs, into which 
there are thousands of the dead who have never en- 
tered, and with which the literal resurrection has no 
concern, — this circumstance, I say, argues strongly in 
fav(»r of this Scripture's being taken, like the coming 
up out oSmnemeic^ the tombs or graves, in Ezekiel, as 
a figurative expression of some event on the earth. 

Where, then, is the argument for applying this 
Scripture to the subject of the literal resurrection? 
Will you refer me to the context? Will you say that 
the context shows that Jesus was speaking on the sub* 
ject of the literal resurrection ? I answer, the context, 
80 far irom showing that Christ spoke in the text of 
the literal resurrection, favors, and perhaps I may say. 
authorizes the conclusion, that the text was intended 
to be taken in a figurative sense. Begin at the 24th 
verse: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that re- 
ceiveth my words, and believeth on him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condem- 
nation : but is passed from death unto life." Here is 
a passing from death unto life spoken of, which all 
will allow to he Jigurative ; meaning the passing out 
of unbelief and its concomitant evils, signified by the 
term, death, into faith in Christ and its connected 
blessings, expressed by the term, life. • 

Jesus proceeds, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall 
live." Christ in this verse repeats the sentiment 
expressed in the preceding, but with this addition. 
While in the preceding verse he simply stated that 
whosoever receiveth his word hath passed from death 
unto lifOy in this he em^halically declares and engages 
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hi&ovn agency in causic^ the dead to hear and xecmre 
his vdce, and to pass frrai death unto life: sajring, 
''The hour is coming and now is, when the dead 
shall bear the yoice of the Son of God/' &c. *To 
^ow the fulfilment of this, St. Paul, a considerable 
time aftetwaidsy said to a numerous circle of brethren, 
'' You hath he quickened^ who were dead in trespasses 
andsins." 

Now, considering that Jesus spoke the words of this 
text while he was thus engaged in discoursing on a fig- 
urative resurrection, and that he did not intimate that 
be changed his subject firom a figurative to the literal 
resurrection, we have no reason to believe that any 
such change of subject was made. Even diould we 
say nothing (Mother reasons against taking this text in 
a literal sense, the connection in which it is found 
rather requires us to consider it figurative. 

But I have another, and a very important circum* 
stance to present, which bears with great weight 
against the common opinion on this Scripture. The 
circumstance is this. Wherever Uie Uteral resurrection 
is evidently spoken of, it is represented as introducing 
mankind into a state free from all sin, and guilt, and 
shame, even as the angels of God that are in heaven. 
The proofs of this fact have been, thus far, the main 
bftsiness of this chapter. 
. From the foregoing considerations it appears abun^ 
dantly evident, that this text, whkh speaks of some 
coming forth '' to the resurrection of condemnation/' 
is not on the subject of the literal resurrection. And 
since the langwige of the text will admit of being con* 
strued as figtiraHvej and the context requires such a 
construction, and the testimony of Scripture in gen&rai 
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forbids any odier, — we can^ with fidl i 

dbmiw the commoa opinion coocemingit; and pn>* 


dd. To inquire for the trae meaning of this Scrip* 
tnre. 

Jeaua had just said that lb«j who received hit word 
had passed from death unto life; and that the hour 
was coming and then was, when the dead shoold heu 
his Toice and live. "For," said he, "as die Father 
hath life in himself, so hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himself. And hath givrai lum buiIhr- 
ily to execute judgment also, because he is Uie Son 
of man." 

" 'Marvel not at diis." Marrel not at what ? Mar> 
Tel not at what I have aaid conceraitig the efficacy of 
my word to affect the state and condition of those who 
receive it, and of my authority to execute judgment ; 
"for the hour is coming in which" you shall witness 
my " authority to execute judgment," and see a more 
extensive display of Divine power; when not only 
those who reCNve my word shall realize the sway of 
my authority, but even those who continue to be my 
enemies and persecutors shall feel the effect of the judg- 
ment which God hath given me to execute. " AH 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth." That is, all who may be in situations 
resembling in some respects the dead in the tombs, 
shall be aroused by the judgments which I shall exe- 
cute. "They that have done good, unto the resurrec- 
tion of life, and they that have done evil, unto the 
WBirrection of damnation." That ia, they that have 
done well shall come into a confirmed and mote 
"mH enjoyment of life and happiness; and they diat 

re 'continued in unbeU«{ sjod. c-qil doing, shall be 


iKS8iT»ticTioif xa Gommiiiftxioii. 3n 

ai0Ci$ed to their full tneaioTe of guilt and oondflmiui- 
tioti> 

Now of what diiq[>lay of his authority to execute 
jiidgm^t, then eomii^, is it most likely that Jesus 
spoke? The judgment on which the other three 
Svangelists have, by their records, represented Christ 
as speaking more frequently and emphatically than on 
any other particular judgment, is that which was to 
mfli(^ the dreadful punishment upon the disobedient 
Jews, of which Moses and the prophets had long fore- 
warned them. And since Christ, according to the 
other ftree Evangelists, spoke so frequently and so 
emphatically upon this judgment, representing it to 
be ttie most terrible that ever was or ever shall be, it 
would have been strange if John had passed this sub- 
ject entirely unnoticed, and never once introduced it 
in all his narrative. But there is no discourse of 
Christ which John has recorded, that more evidently 
refers to this judgment than the text before us^ It 
speaks of a wonderful display of the power and au- 
thority of Christ to execute judgment, and a striking 
distinction between those that do good and those that 
do eviL And the discourses of Christ recorded by the 
other Eva^elists, on the judgment which was then 
coming upon the Jews in that generation, call it em^ 
pt&ktically, The revelatwn of the Son of man in pmoer 
and great glory ;^ and speak of the same distinction 
id character ; of the awarding of life and favor to 
fitithfttl disciples, and shame and distress i^ the wicked 
and disobedient. And you will further bear in mind, 
%hat Jesus addressed these words to that same people 
whom the judgment then coming in that generation 

k See MaU. xvi. 27, 28 ; xziv. 30 ; zxr. 31. Mark zlii. 26. LnkA xxi« 
^i 27. 
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was to aiouae to the suflaring of shame and a»demr 
nation. And he addressed them on the same occa- 
sioji on which the other Evangelists represent him 
as speaking to them most pointedly omceming that 
judgment; viz., the occasion of their determined oppo* 
sition to his wholesome instructions, and seekiag to 
put him to death. And this is not all which we ha?e 
to offer, for applying this Scripture to the judgmeo^ 
which was then at hand. The form of the verh used 
here to express the coming of this event, denotes that 
it was approaching, — that it was, as it were, on Ua 
way. ^' The hour is commg.^^ Our Lord was in this 
place discoursing on what then vxas^ and what was 
then approaching, or next in order. The same phrase 
occurs in the 25th verse. '^ The hour is eomingy and 
notiy is, when the dead shall bear the voice of tbe Son 
of God." This work of quickening them who were 
dead in sin, which was yet comings had also b^pon 
to be. 

The phrase erehetai hsra, which in this text is ren- 
dered the hour is coming, occurs in six odier instances 
in John's gospel, in all of which it applies to events 
which were then near approaching. (See chap. iv. 
verses 21 and 23; and chap. xvi. verses 2d, 4th, 25th, 
and 32d.) These passages relate to the more perfeet 
establishment of spiritual gospel worship, the persecii^ 
tions to be endured by the Christian disci{des, their 
dispersion at the time of his crucifixion, and his aft^- 
wards showing ihem more plainly ^f the gracious 
counsels of God. These were all approaching esreata^ 
and accordingly Jesus said of them, as of the evei^ 
spoken of in the text^ ^erchetai hara, the hour » 
coming. Thus in every other case where John's 
gospel has the phrase which, in this place is renderedi 
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i&e hour is commg, it is used in referenee to mi eirent 
which is approaching. And the Scriptures generally, 
perhaps I may say invariably, when they say of any- 
thing that it is coming, or it comeih, mean that it ap^ 
proacheth, or that it is next in order of time to some^ 
thing else spoken of. Therefore the circumstance, 
that of the time of the judgment which is the subject 
of the text, it was said, the hour is coming, corroboh 
rates the view which is so evident from oth^r consid- 
erations, that it was the then approaching judgment 
of that generation. 

In confirmation of the opinion that the text applies 
to the judgment which was to come in that generation, 
an opinion which we have drawn from a consideration 
of the occasion on which it was spoken, and a compar- 
ison of this with discourses of Christ recorded by 
other Evangelists, and from the fact that of the time 
of its fulfilment it was said to be then ^^cotmng,^ I 
I will refer you to a parallel passage in the 12th of 
Daniel. ''And at that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great Prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as 
never was since there was a nation, even to that same 
time ; and at that time thy people shall be delivered, 
every one that shall be found written in the book. 
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt." This Scripture, 
learned divines of all denominations have considered, 
and that with the greatest propriety, to be parallel 
with that in John. The awakening from the dust of the 
earth, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt, in Daniel ; and the coming forth 
from, the graves; they thai Aove done goo4 ui^ tV* 
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resurrection of Ufe, &c., in John, — are. evidently spoken 
of as the same event. And since Jesus so clearly 
informs us in what event this prophecy of Daniel 
was to have its fulfilment, this, parallel with the 
record of John, explains that. 

Jesus, in discoursing to his disciples on the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem and events connected therewith, 
referred to this very chapter in Daniel, saying, 
" When ye therefore shall see the abomination of des- 
olation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, — then let 
them which be in Judea flee into the mountains ; — for 
then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 
shall be." Here Jesus speaks of the same time of 
trouble of which Daniel spoke; and he then fixes the 
time to that generation. 

In the generation in which Christ was on earth, 
therefore, was that fulfilled which Daniel spoke; 
" And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation even to that same time. 
And many that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt." And I cannot see the 
least shadow of a reason to doubt that Jesus in the 
text spoke of the same event. We should very natu- 
rally have supposed, that when Jesus was addressing 
the people to whom the prophets spoke, and on a par- 
ticular judgment which they had predicted, he would 
sometimes use the language which they had used on 
the same subject. 

It is jJain that events did take place in the time of 
that judgment, which, considering the ancient mode 
df speaking and writing, justified the strong language 
of the text, as spoken "vndv T^^twaK^ ^ft it. When 
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Jesns was heroi he used to address the Jews as the 
most wicked pebple then on earth. Yet he found 
them hiding under false pretensions of piety ; and cal- 
culating to escape the Divine tbreatenings, to which 
their works so clearly proved them to be subject 
And, according to Josephus, though after this time, 
succeeding and increasing calamities came upon them, 
yet they slept on still. They appeared to be blind to 
the enormity of their sins, and deaf to all the threat- 
enings of God, — ^until they began to experience this 
" great tribulation, such as was not since the begin- 
ning of the world, no, noi ever shall be." When 

^ these terrible calamities began to break forth upon 
them, then they were waked from the dust ; they were 
called forth from the graves, or the secret places in 
which they had been sleeping, — they were roused from 
their dormancy. They came forth to a sense of their 
own shame, to the resurrection of condemnation,^ — and 
suffered that dreadful punishment, of which Moses and 

^ the prophets, and the Son of God, had so repeatedly 
forewarned them. 

And this judgment did not affect the wicked alone ; 
it affected the faithful disciples of Jesus, too. It called 
them forth into a more full enjoyment of life and hiip- 

1 The word Arms, rendered damnation in the text, is the same word that 
is rendered judgment in verse 27th, and condemnation in verse 24th. It 
signifies Judgmentt eondemnationf and punishment. See Parkhnrst on 
this word. In this case it means the same punishment that is, in Bfott. 
xxiii. 33, called " the damnation of hell," tijc x^t(y«a»( rtg yccyrijc, the pun' 
iahment of gehenna^ or of the Valley of Hinnom. The prophets had tes- 
tified of a punishment to come on the Jews, which should make their 
< etty like Tophet in the Valley of Hinnom ; and that Jesus meant the same 
temporal calamity hy the punishment of gehenna is evident, in that he 
certified in the succeeding verses that all these things, these calamities, 
■hould oome on ^hat generaJtion of the Jews, and should make their house 
■nto them desolate. 
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pinesflL They bad been pressed down under grieyons 
persecutions, and the calamities of war prevailed in 
.all the land. And when everything in the natural 
world appeared blackness and darkness, no doubt con^ 
sid^aUe darkness brooded over tkeir minds. We 
know that some things which Christ said to his dis- 
ciples when he was with them, they did not under^ 
stand until after they were fulfilled. For instance, 
though he had repeatedly told them that he should be 
put to deaths and should rise again on the third day, 
yet when he was crucified they were disconsolate, and 
understood not what he had told them, until '' The 
Lard had risen mdeed.^^ So, likewise, notwithstand- 
ing Jesus had given his disci{des frequent instructions 
concerning thia most dreadful judgment, and had 
engaged that they should meet deliverance, even as 
Daniel said, " Then shall thy people be delivered, every 
one that shall be found written in the book," yet we 
may reasonably conclude that when the terrible calam- 
ities of war, pestilence, and famine, were added to the 
grievous persecutions they were experiencing from the 
hands of the Jews, they were, for a time, in great 
darkness and trouble. But they were all delivered 
friMOL the calamities of this war ; and likewise from the 
persecutions of the Jews. This explained and fulfilled 
the promises of Jesus relating to their salvation in this 
judgment; — and at the same time that it saved them 
frcHn the principal of their temporal distresses, it of 
course cleared away the clouds which these evils had 
spread over their minds, confirmed their faith and con- 
fidence in him, raised them into more light, and renewed 
and advanced their enjoyment of gospel life and peaice. 
Now this important change in the condition of the 
discipleSj so wondeifuUy wrought^ was as properiy 
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called their coming forth frmrk the graves, through the 
authority of Christ, to the resurrection of life, as the 
redemption of the Jews from Babylonish captivity into 
their own land, was called of the Lord, by Eaekiel, the 
bringing of them up from their graves, to inherit the 
land of Israel. And equally striking is the declara- 
tion, They that have done evil shcUl come forth to tht 
resurrection of condemnation, to express this effectual 
arousing of the wicked and unbelieving from their 
graves of secrecy and refuge of lies, to misery, 
•' shame and contempt." " 

m Since I published the first edition of a sennon on this passage, I have 
had the priyilege of reading the works of Newcomb Cappe, an EIngh'sh 
dlTine, in which I find the same ex^anation given this Scripture that I 
have here given it. As he was a believer in the doctrine of future punish« 
ment, his prejudices would have inclined him to apply this Scripture to that 
subject, were it not that he felt obliged, by the clear evidence in the case, to 
apply it otherwise. And I think it must have been the clear evidence in 
the case, that led two persons, of different sentiment on the subject of future 
punishment, residing in distant parts of the world, and having no knowledge 
of each other's writings, to give this Scripture so precisely the same sense, 
and in a manner so similar. The following is his paraphrase on the two 
verses embraced in the passage before us, with the three preceding verses, 
beginning with the 25th : — " Verily I say unto you, the period is approaching, 
and is not fiur ofi) when, after my exaltation, they who are now insensible and 
inattentive to the teachings, and warnings and ministry of the Son of man, 
of me, in my present humble circumstances, will hear my voice, when, being 
constituted the Son ef God^ I shall speak from heaven, by the Holy Sfj^irit, 
sent to my apostles ; and they that hear shall live. (26.) For as the Father 
hath life in himself^ and hath the power of giving life unto the dead, so 
hath he given to the Son the lik6 power : he will enable him, by means ol 
the Holy Spirit, accompanying the witnesses of his resurrection, to quicken^ 
to give apprehension, sei^ibility, and discernment, to many who seem now 
to have them not, who are figuratively and spiritually dead : he will enable 
him to endue the converts to his gospel with the gifts of the Spirit, and thus 
raise them from the dead, in imparting to them new principles of life ; and 
besides this, he will enable them to preserve their natural lives in the ap- 
proaching desolations of their country: thus will the Father honor him 
whom ye calumniate and reject. (27.) Nevertheless, it is not for such gra- 
cious purposes alone, that I am ordained unto a kingdom ; though I am a 
Son of many low as I now am, and undistinguished from amon^ thft cfixsL- 
moo of jnankind, I am appointed also to judge, and. to «xaca\A y^<^!C^^^^^ 

29 


338 GOMPEND OP CHRISTIAN IHTINITT. 

But my readers may wish to be informed of the 
fTWif that the prophetic declaration of the text, with 
such interpretation as has now been given it, was erer 
fulfilled by corresponding /rfcA Were the disciples of 
Jesus preserved during those tribulations which de- 
stroyed their oppressors? And were they preserved 
unto such circumstances as constituted a resurrection 
or deliverance from their preceding state of trouble and 
persecution ? — The history of the Christian church fur^ 
nishes us with a satisfactory answer to this inquiry. 

The believing or Christian Jews, were preserved 
through the destruction which came on their country. 
'' It was under the government of St Simon," says 
Tillemont, "that the (Christian) Jews left Jerusalem 
by God's order, before that city was besieged in the 
year 70, and withdrew beyond Jordan into the city of 
Pella."* And their lives were not preserved unto 

upon this nntowurd generation. (28, 29.) Let not what I say amaze yon ; 
snfier not yourselTes to be lost in groundless hesitating and nnprofitable 
wonder : believe me, for it is true, not only that the hour is very near at 
hand, when some who are now perfectly inattentive, and insensible to 
my call, shall hear the voice in which I will address them, from my ap- 
proaching state of exaltation, and being obedient thereto, shall live ; but 
it is alike true that though farther off, yet the time is at no great distance, 
wi^l the compass of this present generation, when all that now are 
in megraves, who at present sit in darkness and the shadow of death, the 
whole body of the Jewish people, shall hear the voice of the Scm of God, 
summoning them to judgment ; and being then at length all awakened to 
perceive who and what he is, shall come forth out of their present state of 
darkness and ignorance, to a new state of mind, to a resurrection, which to 
those who have been obedient to the calls of Providoice, shall issue in the 
preservation of their lives, amidst the calamities which shall overwhelm 
their country ; to those who have refused to hearken to them, shall issue in 
their condemnation, to fiiU among them that fall, and to take their share in 
all the bitterness of the calamities that are hastening to involve this coun- 
try." Cappe's Works, vol. i. , pp. 322—326. Such is the agreement of Cappe*s 
opinion with the view which we have ofiered on this Scripture. 

■ Till. Ecd. Mem., vol. ii., p. 145,— referring to Eiisebius, lib. de Demon- 
stratione Evangelica ; PaiiS) 1627, 3 c. 5, p. 124. 
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eonliiiued persecutions and tribulations, but unto the 
promised season of rest and peace. For Tillemont 
adds, that, '' after the destructicm of Jerusalem, the 
Christians returned thither, and appeared with reputa- 
tion by reason of a great number of prodigies and 
miracles, so that the church of Jesus Christ flourished 
again there, being composed of a great number of 
Jews, who had embraced the faith, and thus continued 
until the city was destroyed again in the last years of 
Adrian." The last years of Adrian were about A. D., 
139, which makes the time when the Jewish Chris- 
tians had the peaceful occupancy of Judea and Jeru- 
salem, after the dispersion of their nation, to be more 
than 60 years. 

Gibbon says, that "The Jewish Christians, who 
united the law of Moses with the Christian religion, 
remained in solitude in Pella about 60 years, enjoying 
the comfort of visiting the Holy Citf/, which they loved 
and revered. They were vastly outnumbered by the 
Christians from Gentile nations, who rejected the 
Mosaic ceremonies. But imder the reign of Hadrian 
the desperate fanaticism of the Jews filled up the mea- 
sure of their calamities, and the Romans exercised the 
rights of victory with unusual rigor. A new city #as 
founded on Mount Sion, privileged as a colony ; and 
the Jewish Christians, or Nazarenes, by giving up their 
Jewish habits, enjoyed a free admissi(m into the colony 
of Hadrian.'' Of course there was then no opposition 
to Christiaiis only, as they were confounded with 
Jews. In reference to this historical fact, Jortin, in 
his remarks on Ecclesiastical History, on the words 
of Christ, " Blessed are. the meek, for they shall in- 
herit the earth," says, " This was Uterally fulfilled^ 

*'Gibb<m*B Rome, vol. ii., chap. 15, p. ^^. 
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when the believing Jews returned to their own conn- 
try, after the destruction of Jerusalem."' 

The historical researches of MUner have led him to 
the statement of the same fact. He says that, '' the 
congregation of Christian Jews were commanded, by 
an oracle, revealed to the best approved among them, 
that before the wars began, they should depart from 
the city, and inhabit a village beyond Jordan, called 
Pella. Thither they retired, and were saved from the 
destruction, which soon after overwhelmed their coun- 
trymen. An<^ in so retiring they at once observed the 
precept, and fulfilled the well known prophecy of their 
Saviour. The death of Nero, and the destruction of 
Jerusalem, would naturally occasion some respite to 
them from their sufferings ; and we hear no more of 
their persecuted state until the reign of Domitian, the 
last of the Flavian family, who succeeded to the em- 
pire in the year 81. He does not appear to have 
raged against the Christians, till the latter end of his 
reign." "^ 

But concerning the Christian church in general, 
there is no account of any persecution against it, after 
the destruction of Jerusalem, until that of Domitian, 
A, D. 95. Fleury, who seems to be particular to men- 
tion all the troubles of the church, even those which 
tradition reported, makes mention of none before this ; 
and this he represents as ''short, and not violent'" 
Milner says, that " Nerva, Domitiaii's successor, pub- 
lished a pardon for those who were condenmed for 
impiety, recalled those who were banished, and for- 
bade the accusing of any man on account of impiety 
or Judaism. Others, who were under accusation, or 

P Jort. Rem, toI. i, p. 72. q MUn. Ch. Hist., yo\, i. p. 104. 

'FlevL. Eccl. Hist,, \o\. i.,b. a,yf. \i»\-J3t-^. 
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under sentence of c<mdemnation, now escaped by the 
lenity of Nerva. This brings us to the close of the 
century, in which we behold the Christians, for the 
present, in a state of external peace.'' 

Thus it is abundantly shown in history, that the 
jMTophecy of our Lord, with the application which all 
the circumstances we have considered require us to 
make of it, has been wonderfully fulfilled. During 
the rage of those calamities which overthrew the Jew- 
ish nation, the Christians were preserved. And after 
that event, the Jews having lost the power, and per- 
haps in a measure their disposition to molest them, the 
Christians enjoyed a considerable season of undis- 
turbed rest from persecution. They enjoyed a season 
of at least twenty-Jive years of quietude, without mo- 
lestatiiffi, from the year 70, when the Jews' overthrow 
was consummated, to the year 95, the commencement 
of Domitian's persecution. And with the exception 
of this Ught persecution of about one year's continu- 
ance, the time of rest to the Christian church extended 
to between thirty and forty years, which probably ran 
out the natural lives of all who became followers of , 
Christ when he ministered on earth, and of most of 
those who espoused his cause in season to share with 
bis disciples in the persecutions which preceded the 
destruction of Jerusalem. 

When the Christians had witnessed what their Mash 
ter had before told them concerning their own suffer- 
ings in his cause, and then what he had Said of that 
judgment which should arouse their persecutors from 
their graves of self-righteous security, into shame, 
condemnation, and destruction, — and what he had 
said also concerning their own preservation, and suc- 
ceeding season of peace; when they Yiad. m\Xkfi»s^ ^ 
29^ 
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diese things, tfaey had an enircmce inio life of a daabh 
nature. They not ocXj received a resurrection, a d^ 
Uverance, from these persecutions wiiich had threat- 
ened them with death, into the enjoyment of their 
natural lives in external peace and ssdety,' but these 
events must so have disciplined their minds, and con^ 
firmed and built up their fiuth, as to raise them sdso 
into a very enlarged enjoym^it of the gospel religion, 
which is called everlasting life/ For though the be- 
lievers had everlasting life, as in John iiL 36, yet at this 
time they were raised into a new and enlarged enjoy- 
ment of it. What a pleasing and wonderful fulfilment 
of our Saviour's prophetic declarations, one of which is 
contained in this text! The reader may have the 
satis&cticHi of reflecting, that he need not wrest these 
prophetic Scriptures from their most evident meaning, 
by any private interpretation, to avoid opposing them 
to fact 

Kind reader, a careful attention to the Scriptures, 
and to corresponding historical facts, has rendered the 
subject of our present inquiries plain and clear. The 
truth (m this subject we have found to be worth our 
seeking. It enables us, in the present case, to under- 
stand the complete fulfilment of the Scripture before 
us, and to improve it as an '' example" and '^ admoni-* 
tion," to ourselves, without cutting short the work of 
the Saviour, or discouraging the prayers of saints. It 
enables us to believe what God hath threat^ied, and 
to believe too what God hath promised; to look 
through the dimness of those tears, which sin, and 
pain, and death, have drawn firom our eyes, — and be* 
hold Jesus triumphant, death swallowed up in victory, 

■Matt. XYi. 26, 26 ; zxiv. 31. Lake xxi. 28. 
^Matt. sU. 43 *, xrr. %9« 4ft. 
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an bani^ied the uaiTerae of God, and tears wiped 
away firom off all faces ! 

St. Paul treats with brevity on the subject of the 
resurrection, in his first letter to the Thessalonians, 
(iv. 13 — 18.) Then the succeeding chapter is com- 
menced with these words; — ''But of the times and 
seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto 
you. For yourselves know perfectly, that the day of 
the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night For when 
they shall say. Peace and safety, then sudden destruc- 
tion cometh upon them." 

The immediate succession of this language to the 
above-mentioned description of the resurrection, has 
led different people to different erroneous applieations 
of the said description. Some have used it as proof 
that there is to be a judgment connected with the 
resurrection, which shall execute sudden and final ^ 
destruction on a portion of our race. Others, finding 
the idea of wrath and destruction never connected 
with the immortal resurrection, have concluded that 
the apostle did not treat upon that subject in the pre- 
ceding chapter. They have applied what is there 
said of the raising up of them that sleep, to the same 
event as is signified in the fifth of John, by the resur- 
rection to life, and to damnation. But both these ap- 
plications of the subject I take to be wrong. 

In the first place, the conclusicm of chapter fourth, 
refers evidently to the literal resurrection. The apostle 
says, ''But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning th^n which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others, which have no hope. For 
if we believe that Jesus died, and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep, in Jesus will God bring with 
himi" (or, as Wakefield and otheis ren&et Vl^ ^^ ^nqci^a 
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them which sleep will God through Jesus bring with 
him.") " For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord, shall not prevent (/mj? ^oAwww^y, 
shall not go before) them which are asleep. For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and the trump of 
Grod ; and the dead, in Christ shall rise first : (that is, 
the dead shall rise in Christ first :) then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ; and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore, com- 
fort one another with these words." 

That St. Paul treats the subject of the literal resur- 
rection of the dead in the 15th of 1 Corinthians, none 
will dispute. And I will now show that the passage 
• just quoted relates to the same subject. 

First; — In addressing the Corinthians, the apostle 
makes the resurrection of Christ the ground of the 
Christian hope of immortality. "If Christ is not 
raised, then there is no resurrection 6f the dead. But 
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
first-fruits of them that Slept." So here to the Thes- 
salonians he says, " For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep will 
God through Jesus bring with him." 

Second y — To the Corinthians he represents that all 
who sleep or may sleep in death, shall be raised, or 
made alive "in Christ." So here, "Even so them 
which sleep will God in or through Jesus bring with 
him." And again, at verse I6th, " The dead shall rise 
in Christ first. ^^ It has commonly been taken to 
mean that there is a certain class of the deceased, in- 
ciudwg such as had been iy^YiXj^m^ oil ^^tth.^ who are 
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called the dead in Christy and who will rise before the 
rest of the dead. But on close observation, it will be 
seen that there is but one class of the dead spoken of, 
and that is the deceased of mankind as a species. '' I 
would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concern- 
ing them which are asleep," — i. e. the human dead. 
Again, *' Even so them cUso which sleep,^^ i. e. the dead 
in general, spoken of above, '4n Jesus will God bring 
with him." And yet again, '^ The dead, in Christ shall 
rise first." And what next? Is there another class 
of the dead to be raised afterwards 1 Nothing is said 
of any such fact. The next thing mentioned is, 
''Then we which are alive and remain, shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds." So, 
then, '' them which sleep," in verses 13, 14, and '' the 
dead," in verse 16, are all who are to be subjects of 
the resurrection of which the apostle here testifies, 
except those who shall be alive on the earth at the 
completion of the resurrecjticNi work. And by placing 
the comma after the word dead, in verse 16, ''the 
dead, in Christ shall rise first," or "the dead shall 
rise in Christ first," the sentiment is made to be in 
perfect agreement with that to the Corinthians, " Even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive." 

Third ; — The apostle to the Corinthians represents 
that all the dead shall be raised, before the last of the 
living shall be made immortal. "For the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorrup- 
tible, and (then) we shall be changed." So here to the 
Thessalonians, " For we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord, shall not go before them 
which are asleep. For the dead shall rise in Christ 
first, (before the living are changed,) then we which 
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are alire and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds." 

Thus is this apostle's description of the resurrection, 
which he gives to the Thessalonians, in exact agree- 
ment, in all prominent points, with that given to the 
Corinthians. And I can find no way by which I can 
lawfully apply them to different subjects. 

So likewise is the ckaracter of the resurrection de- 
scribed to the Thessalonians, indicated as being the 
same as that ascribed to it in the letter to the Corin- 
thians. It is represented as being altogether a subject 
of grateful hope. " I would not have you to be igno- 
rant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that 
ye sorrow not, even as others, which have no hope." 
The hope here spoken of is not a hope for one's self 
in particular. When the members of certain sects 
speak of their having ** obtained a hope," they mean - 
by it a hope for themselves, to which they think that 
something they have done or felt, entitles them. Bui 
the Christian's hope spoken of in the Scriptures, is not 
a mere selfish hope. It is a hope for man. And in 
diis case, the hope spoken of is for deceased friends. 
The heathen sorrowed for the dead without hope, and 
employed extravagant expressions of anguish, and 
acts of self-torture. But the* apostle would have his 
believing brethren to know, that this hopeless sorrow 
for the dead, was from ignorance of their allotment. 
He would have them to understand the gospel doc- 
trine of immortality, that they might be comforted 
concerning the deceased. 

Let it be considered here, that these Thessalonian 
Christians had the dearest friends and relations of 
life, who were in the heathen state of unbelief, and 
were; one after another, dym^ vu that state. Did. the 
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gospel give them no hope for such 7 Perhaps when 
this letter was received from the inspired apostle, and 
the brethren were called together to hear it read, some 
pious believing daughter had just closed the ey^s of a 
fond and doating mother, who died without the light 
of Christ. She hears these words of kindness and 
love, " I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep ; that ye scrraw not, 
even as others, which have no hope." Could she 
draw consolation from these words of truth ? Could 
she have hope for that dear departed mother? Ac- 
cording to modem creeds, she could have no hope 
from her gospel faith, to soothe her sorrows for her 
dearest friend asleep. But the ministry of the primi- 
tive gospel bade her sorrow not, but rejoice in hope. 
Did the Christian apostle mean to have his brethren 
harden their hearts to cold indifference for all their 
friends who were not believers with them? Such 
were a majority of their earthly friends. Would their 
Christian teacher have them comforted without hope 
for them? Were the sorrows, which he feared they 
would indulge, alone for deceased Christians, in utter 
forgetfulness and indifference for the great mass of 
their friends who had fallen asleep? I should tremble, 
in the conscious guilt of' ])lasphemy, to harbor the 
thought for a moment. The Christian spirit is love 
and affection for all. And with regard to them who 
are asleep^ without any limitation or reserve, the 
apostle would have us not to be so ignorant of their 
destiny as to sorrow on their account, but to cherish 
for them a consoling hope. For since Christ died, 
and rose again, so them also which sleep, will God 
through Jesus bring again from the dead. And every- 
where has the apostle had it undet^toodL^ V!tvdX ^^ 
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resurrection from the dead is an introduction into a 
higher and better state. 

If any still contend that th6 glorious and desirable 
resurrection, described in the passage we have now 
been considering, and also in that to the Corinthians, 
includes but a part of the human dead, I will remark 
that the conclusion of the latter argument referred to, 
brings to a settlement this question, and that forever. 
At the event of the resurrection which he there dis- 
cusses, " shall be fulfilled the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory." And then the tri- 
umphant shout is raised, " O death, where is thy sting? 
O hades, (state of death,) where is thy victory?" 
Here we have the most positive and decisive assur- 
ance, that not a single victim shall then remain in 
hades, or under the power of death. The subjects, 
then, of that blessed resurrection, to an immortal, in- 
corruptible, spiritual, heavenly, and glorious state of 
being, are, as we have seen before, the great Adamic 
family. 

But why should the apostle say, (1 Thess. v. 1 — ^3) 
in the next paragraph succeeding that which we have 
quoted on the resurrection, that the day of the Lord 
should come as a thief in the night, and bring sudden 
destruction upon them? il answer, he changes his 
subject. By due attention to this portion of his iepistle, 
you will perceive that the apostle is not here engaged 
in a continuous argument, but delivers short para- 
graphs, on different subjects. He conmiences chapter 
4th with exhortations touching the connubial relation, 
and common honesty. At verse 9th,, he changes the 
subject, with the disjunctive but, — " But as touching 
brotherly love, ye have no need that I write imto 
70U.*' Then, after a fe^ t^max^La xsc^w their own 


TEB BtSmMMCTtCVL 849 

biowledge and practice on this point, be changes the 
subject again, with the same disjunctive,-^'' But I 
would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concern- 
ing them which are asleep." And after the brief in* 
struclimi he gives upon the topic of the resurrection, 
he again changes the subject in the same manner as 
before, — " But of the times and seasons, brethren, ye 
have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves 
know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as 
a thief in the night. For when they shall say. Peace 
and safety, thep sudden destruction cometh upoE 
them." Here the subject is professedly and distinctly 
changed fnupi the resurrection of the dead, to tiie 
times and events which were to be observed as sfigns 
of a notable day of the Lord for which they should be 
looking. Chi some, that day should bring swift de- 
struction. Jesus had described it thus : — '' But as the 
days of Noe were, so shall the coming of the Son of 
man be. For as in the days that were before the 
flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered the 
ark; and knew not until the flood came and took 
them all away ; so shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be. Then shall two be in the field; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left" ** And agam, — 
"When ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with ar- 
mies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh. 
Then let them that are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
— For these be the days of vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled. For there shall be 
great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people. 
And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and 
AaiXi be oarfied away captive into all nations. And 

»ilaH. ZST. 37—40. 
30 
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there tball be signs in the sun, and ki the taooa, aad 
in the stars ; and upon the earth distress of nations^ 
with perplexity; — men's hearts failing them for fear, 
%nd for looking after those things which are coming on 
the earth ; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken* 
And they shall seethe Son of man coming in a cloudy 
with power and great ghry. And he spaJte to them a 
parable; Behold the fig-tree, and all the trees; when 
they now shoot forth, ye sec and know of your own^ 
selves that summer is. now nigh at hand. So likewise 
ye, when ye see these things come to pass, ye know 
that the kingdom oi God is nigh at hand. Yerily I 
say unto you. This generation shall not pass away till 
all be fulfilled.'" 

This is the day of the Lord, the coming of which 
was nigh when Paul wrote to the Thessaionians, and 
the coming of which would be attended with sudden 
destruction upon the principal enemies of the gospel 
But no such descripti(ms are applied to the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. . 

It will be borne in mind, that for the very reason 
that this notable day of the JLord should come as a 
thief in the night, in judgment upon the Jewish nation, 
it deeply concerned the leading enemies of Christ at 
Tbessalonica. For these leading oppQs^rs were Jewish 
citizens, who had a synagogue there, and who, when 
Paul and Silas were preaching there, stirred up the 
baser sort to drive them from the city. And the judg- 
ment of that day affected not only the Jews in Jerusa- 
lem, but in all the proviaces abroad. They became 
weak and degraded, and crushed beneath the feet of 
the Gentiles, everwhere. 

Of this judgment the apostle reminded the Thessa^ 
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lonians again, in his second epistle. He assured hit 
Christian brethren there, that though they were then 
suffering persecutions and tribulations from the har- 
dened unbelieving Jews, yet God would recompense 
tribulation to those troubl^sokne opposers, and give the 
Christians rei$t from their persecutions, when the Lord 
Jesus should be revealed from heaven in the working of 
that power which had been foretold, which shouid, as 
by the rage of fire, punish them with aionion destruction 
from the presence of the I^ord and the glory of his 
J)ower.^ The prophet had described the political de- 
struction of that people in similar terms. " And I will 
cast you out of miy sight, as I have cast out all your 
brethren, even the whole seed of Ephraim." * Again, 
—"Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget 
you, and I will forsake you, and the city that I gave 
you and your fathers, and cast you out of my pres- 
ence; and I will bring an everlasting reproach upon 
you, and a perpetual shame, which shall not be for- 
gotten."^ It will not be disputed that these prophecies • 
relate to the temporal dispersion of Israel. The de- 
struction of their city and temple, — their deprivation 
of the Divine favor which they had enjoyed in their 
worship there, where dwelt the symbols of Jehovah's 
jjTesence,— and their slavish captivity among the hea- 
then, were represented by the Lord's casting them out 
of his sight, and out of his presence. And so did the 
apostle, when thai calamity was near, describe it as a 
" destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power." But, I repeat it, these various 
judgments have no connection with that grand and 
stupendous event, which shall swallow up death in 
the victory of life immortal. 

» 2 Thess. L 3—10. « Jer. Tii. 15. ^ 3«t. xaai. ^^V^« 
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^^Resurrection of the Just,^^ 

WliSB Jesus was invited to eat bread at the bouse 
of a chief PhaTisee,and he saw seme who were bidden 
eboosing out the chief rooms, he put forth a parable 
Qato them, saying : '' When thou art bidden of any 
man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room, 
lest a more honorable man than thou be bidden of 
him; and he that bade thee come and say to tibee, 
Give this man place ; and thou begin with shame to 
take the lowest room« But when thou art bidden, 
go and sit down in the lowest room, that when he 
that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friaid, 
go up higher; then shalt thou have worship of Ihem 
that sit at meat with thee. For whosoever exalted 
himself «hall be abased, and he that abaseth himself 
shall be exalted." 

^'Then said he also to him diat badeiiim. When 
thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, 
nor thy brethren, nor thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neigh* 
bors, lest they also bid thee again, and a recompense 
be made thee. But when thou makest a feast, call 
l^e poor, the lame, the maimed, the blind : and thou 
shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee; 
for thou shalt be recompensed ai the resurret^um ef the 
just:' (Luke xiv. 8—14.) 

Thoee Christians who are in the habit of referring 
men to the future state of existence for the rewards of 
all, even the most trivial performances in life, em- 
ploy this text as a support to such doctrine. They 
suppose that our Loi:d here teaches that, for even call- 
ing the poor to a feast, we shall be rewarded in the 
resurrection world ; — that the account of all our ac- 
tions beie, shall be settled aud balanced there. J>fow 
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in favor of such an application of this text, I can see 
no anthority, but there is much against it. 

First ; — There is nothing said here about a resur- 
rection from the dead to immortal life. The text says, 
^'Thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection (ot 
rising) of the just." It does not say that it shall be at 
their rising from fuxdes^ or the state of death, but sim- 
Jity their rising; and what rising is meant must be 
determined by the connection, and the nature of the 
subjtect. 

The word here rendered rcw^rrecrfon is aruMcisis^ 
which Parkhurst defines to signify — • 

1. A standing on the feet again, or rising, as 
opposed to falling. It occurs, though figuratively, in 
tiliis view, Luke ii. 34: "And Simon blessed them, 
and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is 
set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel.** 

2. A rising or resurrection of a dead body to life, as 
hi Heb. xi. 36 : ** Women received their dead raised to 
life again." 

- 3. ^ rising or resurrection of the body from the 
grave; both of Christ, and of men in general." He 
adds that this \<rord occurs twice in the Greek of the 
Old Testanient, "in both Which it signifies tB rise, 
to stand up,*^ These two cases are, Lam. iii. 63^: 
"The lips of those that rose up against me;" and 
Zeph. iii. 8 : " Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the 
Lord, until the day that I rise up to the prey." 
• Hence it is seen that tfie word resurrection in the 
text simply denotes a rising. The original word from 
Whkjh it is translated, is used with all the variety of 
application with which we iise the word mc, — 
whether it is a rising from a seat, or frona obscurity to 
inuilaice; or ftdm inactivity to abtiaci) ot ttom\i^et^ 
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4eadi to life. Consequeatly, the l^ie oecunmice o£ 
the word anuaasis, or riaing, in diis case, does not 
pro¥e that the rising meaat is from literal death. In 
Goayersation on a politician who has becosM unpopu- 
lar, should one say, ''He is down," and another re- 
join, '' He will risa again," you would not understand 
him to speak of a rising into immortality : — the sub«* 
ject of the discourse would determine it otherwisa 
And so does the subject of discourse connected with 
this passage, as we shall shortly see, determine ^>tfaer« 
wtseeoncevning the meaning of the w<nrd resurrection 
in it. • 

Second ; — ^The application of this Scripture: to ibe 
lature world, is exposed to the general teachings of 
the Bible on the reward of our virtues, and on the 
tenor of the resurrection life. It would indeed be be- 
neath th0 dignity of Ae subject, and beneath the dig* 
nity of our Lord, to refer men to the immortal stale 
for the recompense even of making a dinner for their 
poorer neighbors, — ^a recompense which it is at the 
same time said that Aeir richer neighbors might them- 
selves make them in the pres^it world. And if it is in 
the future world that men are to be rewarded i(xt all 
their good deeds done on earth, that state will not be 
ite^ from cause of boasting, and even of envy. There 
will be an infinite varienty of condition in heaven, cor- 
responding to the nature and number of good deeds 
here. And as it ^nas s^own under the head c^ '' ob- 
joQtions," to chapter ninth, if there is no condition in 
the future world but what is to be expected on the 
score ^f recompense for deeds in the present, those 
who die in infancy, having done neither ^ood nor evil| 
will be allotted to no condition at all. 

All ^}m bubU ^ mi^Vun^ vi3| thi& f^u^o hQ««w^ 
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out of the matten of reemtfpMse for hMMii 
woite beloW) bo iraught with absurdiliM, and 8o at 
Tjftrianee with the usual teachings of the Holy Scrips 
tlifes^fafts no sanction £rom the words of Christ before us. 
I hare jifaown that the original word for resurrection^ in 
Alls case, dimply means a rigiug ; and a rising /rom 
what, and ia what, must be determined by the nature 
of the subject 

. And BOW, by consideration of the subject itself, I 
wiU j^roceed to exhibit what I regard as thb meaning 
of our Loid, by the riring of the Just. ^' Then said he 
iiiito him &at bade hlna^ When thou makes! a dinaer 
or. a sufqptf, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, 
neither thy kinsmen, nor thy lich neighbors ; lest they 
also bid thee again, aad a recompense be made thee/^ 
The recompense here meant is the return of a similar 
&vor. The rich were just as well aUe to make a 
feast for him, as he was tQ,mak« one lor thma^ there* 
fcre his bidding sudi was a miere act of courtesy^ and 
aot of benevol^ice. 

''But wl^n thou Biakest a feast, cdil Ihe poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind ; and thou shalt 
be blessed ; for they cannot necompense thee." — Here 
is something to be expected in calling the poor and 
needy, which was not mentioned in the case c^ call« 
ing the rich, — a blessing. '' And thou shalt be blessed^ 
iir they cannot recompense thee." There was no- 
thing said of a reward for calling ihe rich, other than 
the return of a sioular expression of respect from 
them. But there is a peculiar blessing, a generous 
{teasure^ a noble and heartfelt satisfactioo, in &e 
exefoise of ^e principle of bencTolence, in the doing 
of needed good to our foUow-creatnires. Hence Jesus 
aESSttsed the Pbioisee^ thai by cultmiikiii% lioaX^iBE^ ^ 
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benevoleaice which iTould call the poor unto bis table, 
be should be blessed. And then a reeompense, or re^ 
turn of similar favors, of like temporal good as hs 
bad bestowed, might as a general thing be expected^ 
''Thou shalt be recomp^ised at the resurrection of 
the just" That is, when the just, the virtuous poonj 
riscj their circumstances change, and they come to 
promotion, — and when you shall stand in need, — then 
you will recdve the like favors irom others, which 
you bad imparted to them. For it is ddivered as a 
general truth by the Saviour, that '' with what judg^ 
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and what meai^ 
sure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again«" 

But some may object to this vjew^ and say that il 
must be incorrect, because it makes Christ affect to 
#ffer the people a better motive of acticm than they 
practised in their cnstom of calling in the rich, and 
yet offers them the same motive at last for calling in 
the poor, viz^, the prospected a recompense. But if 
this were an objection, it would bear with equal force 
against any view which can be offered on this passage. 
For it cannot be pretended that Christ did not offer 
the assurance of a recompense for calling in the poor^ 
as well as for calling in the ridi. This fact is not 
changed by carrying the promised recompense into 
the future world. 

But this subject of recempense is not the pomt <^ 
difference on which Jesus here laid stress, with regard 
to the calling of the rich or poc^. It cannot be dis- 
puted that a recompense is to be expected in both 
eases. !ltot the preference which is given to the act 
of calling in and giving meat to the poor and needy, 
is, that it is a deed of pies^nt charity. The ridi do 
^t at present need it, but t\ie i^r do -^ and themfoie 
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fay feeding them, you rolkve distress, and do a deed 
of charity in which you shall feel to be '^blessed." 
And then, further to encourage his host, the rich Phar- 
isee, to such acts of benevolence, in relief of those 
who were unable then to recompense him as the rich 
might do, he assured him that in addition to the bles- 
sedness of doing good, he should receive returns of 
temporal favor, and that too at a time when he might 
find himself in greater need* 

It is a truth, which was especially applicable to 
those ancient ages, that the righteous were at times 
liable ta be pressed down in regard to their external 
condition ; but that it could not long at a time remain 
so, for by the order of the administration of God's 
government, the righteous poor would soon rise, and 
then, in those times of perpetual fluctuations in com- 
munities, their wicked opptessors would be brought 
down. But when the righteous poor were riseui 
they would remember in liberal return of favor, 
those of the rich who had remembered them in their 
poverty. ^ 

This sentiment is contained in the preaching of 
SolooHm, (E2ccl. xi. 1, 2;) '^Cast thy bread upon the 
waters ; for thou shalt find it after memy days.'' 
That is, be prudentially charitable, and you shall 
not be losers, but shall at some day find a return 
of the good you do. " Give a portion to seven, and 
also to eight; ibr thou knowest not what evil shall 
be upon the earth." That is, by the changes and" 
Involutions that are going on in the earth, you who 
are now able to give^ may be in need to receive ; and 
they who now need to receive from you, may be able 
to bestow upon you their favors. 

There was a time in that i^e \vl nvIu&Vi >cro;x l^csi^ 
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was upon earth, when there was a remarkable tesmr^ 
rection, (anasasiSj) or rising of the just; and at the 
same time there was a wonderful fall of that corrupt 
people, the unbelieving Jews; And it appears from 
what folbwed upon Christ's pronouncing the words 
of the text in question, that he here had some refer^- 
cnce to 4hat event. — " And when one of them that sat 
at meat with him heard these things, he said unto 
him. Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom 
of God." Upon which Jesus spoke^a parable, relating 
to the rejection of the gospel by the haughty Jews, 
and to its reception by the poor and maimed, the pub- 
licans and sinners in the highways and hedges. And 
the parable further taught, that at the coming of the 
kingdom of God, (which should be in that genera- 
tion,) these just mies, the obedient poor, would ride to 
safety, peace, and plenty, when the disobedient and 
proudly rich should be cast down. Thus many who 
were then alive when this conversation was had with 
Jesus, did live to enjoy the blessedness of eating bread 
in the kingdom of Gpd. 

Our Lord, in a passage referred to in the preceding 
division of this chapter, speaking of the events of the 
judgment of that age, adds, ^' And when these things 
begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your 
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh." That is, 
the redemption of the disciples from the grievous 
calamities of war and persecution, then drew nigh. 
The just were soon to rise and prosper. He proceeds, 
"So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to 
pass, know ye that the Idngdom of God is nigh at 
hand." Here the more firm establishment and wide 
extension of the gospel of Christ's kingdom, and ^e 
state of rest and peace of tbfi QbiV&tiaxi charch^ which 
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abotdd succeed the destruction of the Jewish polity, is 
called the coining of the kingdom of God. 

Hence, though the disciples of Christ were then mostly 
of the poor, yet the rich who should receive Christ's 
GUttse, and practise the benevolent principles which he 
joined, though the poor could not recompense them 
at that time for their deeds of charity, should yet find 
their recompense at the rising of the just, which in that 
generation was brought to pass. 

The general lesson unto which we are to improve 
this subject is, that we shall be blessed in doing good; 
that virtue, though it may at certain times seem to be 
oppressed, shall rise and prosper. And that he who 
does good to those who need it, may himself, in a 
change of condkions, both need and receive the same 
favors from thexa who have shared of his kindness. 
The benevolent and upright in heart, have the assur- 
ance from God, that ^' their place of defence shall be 
the munition of rocks, their bread shall be given them, 
»»i their waters shall be sure." 

What shcM be Raised? 

It is thought by some essential to the true faith of the 
esurrection, to believe that this earthly body is to be 
raised. Painful descriptions have been given, of scat- 
tered limbs gold fragments of the old body flying from 
different parts of the globe, to meet and take their 
places in the formation of the heavenly man. And 
when it has been asked how the same particles of 
matter which composed the body of each at death, 
shall go to compose the new body in the resurrection, 
since the body of one, in cannibal tribes, may have 
served as food \jf> another, and Uios tlaQ saxa^ ^^^s^xOaa 
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have belonged to difEbrent bodies at death) — Ae dift^ 
culty has been answered by the sweeping remark, 
'' There is notfakig impossible with Qod." 

We know there is nothing imposmMe with God, 
'vdiieh does not inrohre absurdity or wrong. Gk)d can* 
not deny himsdif ; and he cannot make a thing, at the 
same time, to be and not to be. It is easy to conceive 
that the same particles which compose, in part, die 
body of an individual when he dies, may be a compo- 
nent part of another at a subsequent date. But that 
the same particle of matter should, at the same time, 
constitute parts of different bodies, is impossiMe ki the 
nature of things. 

But the resurrection of the gross earthly body, k 
not a Scriptural doctrine. That which is raised is not 
that which was deposited in the sepulchre, or gMve. 
The resurrection is a deliverance from hades, the state 
of the dead, and not from mnemeia, the tombs.^ We 
have remarked in another division of this chapter, that 
there are thousands of the human race who were nev^r 
interred in mnemeia, or graves ; but all go to hades. 
This word is never used in the plural ; it is significant 
of one state, in which, as Job says, " are the small 
and great, and the servant is free from his mast^." 
^^ There the prisoners rest together, and they hear not 
the voice of the oppressor." Joseph was supposed by 
his fiither to have been devoured by an evil beast. No 
sepulchre contained the ashes of his mortal body. 
But he was in hades, whither Jacob expected to go 
and meet him. When the witoh of Endor was re- 
quited to bring up Samuel, she did not go to the 
sepulchre of his body to divine oyer that, nor was 
there the least idea of distui4bing his mouldering mor- | 
tal frame. The^te;^^ 1^ d^e!QA^ii^^\»;i^^ I 
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ft mibterranean region, and it was the mcmes of Samud 
that was expected to be brought up. It was enipposed 
to be a conscions,^ yet dreamy state ; and Saxmiel is 
represented as saying to Saul, '< Why hast thou dis- 
quieted me, to bring me up.'" From this state it was 
supposed to be tfp, to any point of the earth's surface. 
I do not refer to this case of divination, as autfaori*- 
tatiye revelation touching the stale of the dead. lur 
deed the very use of the word sheol, or hades, in ap- 
plication to it, d^ioted that it was an unrevealed, 
imknown, hidden state. I have no doubt of &e truth 
of the account referred to, as a simile narrative of 
what transpired in relation to Saul. He was not in a 
situation to scrutkiize the transactions himself, and 
the woman knew enough of his circumstances to pre- 
dict with great safety, what would be the result of 
the morrow's battle. Either she contrived to mansige 
the case successfully wit^ the defected, credulous king, 
or God saw fit to interpose with his warning to the 
Uttri^teous m<»i?arohu But this is not to^ur i»resent 
point. My design in re&rring to this and other cases 
is to show, that when the Scriptures speak of persons 
in hades, or the state of death, ijiey speak not of the 
body iri ihe tomb, but of the intellectual and moral 
nature^ the mind, the spirit,— -or the individual as a 
personal identity. These personal identities the peo- 
ple of Oid Testament tim^ conceived of as existing, 
though in a ,state of vrhich tjiey formed no clear con- 
ception. And when there ^ere prophetie breathings, 
(as there were at sundry times) of the sentiments of 
|i0.pe^fi>jr a resurrection of the dead, it ws^ of a ie<H:gani- 
9atiK^ of these dreamy rtHines, to bring them up into 
peiaSeqt aQtinc^ being.* Jiepce tb^ accomplislimeat of 

» 1 Swn. x»riii. w. 
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such a rising of the dead was not denominated the 
destructicm of the tombs, bnt of hades. ^'I will ran- 
som th^n from the power of hidesy I will redeem 
them from death : O death, I will be thy plagues ; O 
hade^i I will be thy destruction." * 

This is the riew which St. Paul gives oti the point 
under consideration. In his labored argument on the 
resurrection, from which we have already derived so 
rich instruction, he raises an objection for tiieopposer. 
^^But scune men will say, How are the dead raised 
up? and with what body do they come?" The ques- 
tion is not. How are the dead bot&es raised up? and 
with what body shall the dead Ao^^ie^ appear? The 
dead are conceived of in a personal capacity, as spirits, 
(whether dreamily consdious, or unconsciousy it affects 
not the pres^it argument,) and the question »s pro- 
posed. How shall they be reorganized into tangiUe 
active beings? <and with what body diall diey be 
clothed? 

The objection was designed to imply, on the part 
of the opposer, that as the mortal body was mouldered 
away, the resurreeticm of the dead was incredible, as 
they had no bodies to be raised in. But the apostle 
replies,— -"Thou fool, that which thou so west is not 
quickened, except it die ; and that which thou so west, 
thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare 
grain, it may chance of wheat or some other grain ; 
but God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and 
to every seed its own bodf ." That is, to each seed is 
given that body which belongs to its species. 

The sense of this figure is to the point The old 
body of the germinating seed dies, pnd is not raised 
again. There is a spirit, a gefm of the seed, tliat 
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Eves, and consUtutes its identity in species with the 
seed sown. But it hath a new body, as God has been 
pleased, by the laws of his creatioti, to give it. But 
the figure is not to be applied in all its points, nor are 
figures generally. Figures and comparisons are only 
meant to be applied m those prominent points TiHiiich 
are brought to bear directly upon the subject in ques« 
tion. The purpose of the apostle in the use of this 
figure was, to teach that the old body will not be 
raised in the resurrection, but that God will give us 
new bodies. There is another fact in the case of the 
grain, viz., that the new body, though not the former 
hull raised up, is like the former. But this point the 
apostle did not intend to have applied to his subject 
Nay, he guards against such an application, by pro^ 
ceeding directly to explain, that the resurrection body 
of man shall be different from the earthly body. Enu- 
merating different descriptions of bodies, one of which 
differs from another in glory, he adds, — '^ So also is 
the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; 
it is raised in inccnrruption : it is sown in dishonor ; it 
is raised in glory : it is sown in weakness ; it is raised 
in power : it is sown a natural body ; it is raised a 
spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is 
a spiritual body. Howbeit, that was not first which 
i^ spiritual, but that which is natural ; and afterward 
that which is spiritual." 

So then, as God has, out of these grosser elements, 
organized bodies for us here, adapted to the purposes of 
our being in this earthly state, — he will, of refined ethe- 
real substance, organize for us new and glorious bodies, 
better adapted to the legitimate developments of mind, 
and fitted for the heavenly state of being. And then^ 
though we shall inherit new and immotXai \jcifiisa&^^^ 
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riiall be the same identical persons, knowing ourselves 
to be the same, raised into a higher and better life. 
That which constituted the man on earthy shall con- 
stitute the man in heaven. 

The conscions identity of the person depends not on 
a connexion with the same particles of matter. There 
is a continual waste of the physical system, which is 
supplied by other matter digested from the aliments 
received. By this process, all the gross substances of 
the body are changed every few years, and we have 
literally new bodies. Yet the person^ the man, is iden- 
tically and consciously the same. And so he will be 
when God shall give him a heavenly body. 

There is a beautiful expression of this sentiment in 
Paul's Second Epistle to the Corinthians, (v. 1—4.) 
** For we know, that if our earthly house of this taberna- 
cle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this 
we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our 
house which is from heaven ; if so be that, being ck>thed, 
we shall not be found naked. For we that are in this 
tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we 
would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life." This is the same 
subject that was treated in the finrmer Epistle to that 
church, in chapter fifteenth. The result he there 
described by the saying, "Death is swallowed up in 
victory;" and the language describing the same in 
this passage is, " That mortality might be swallowed 
up of life." And here is the same distinction made be- 
tween the person and the body, as in the other case. 
The body is represented under the figure of a house. 
This mortal body is called an earthly house which 
diall be dissolved *, and X\xe x^xja'^c^j^xi Vysd.^ \e called 
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a birildmg OfC God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the leavens. And there is no intimation 
that the latter house was to be composed of the acAies 
of the former. By this resurrection, it is not the tomb, 
but hadeSf that shall be deprived of its victory. For, 
as we have had occasion repeatedly to observe before, 
at the consummation of this glorious resurrection 
work, tfie joyful shout of triumph shall be raised, *'0 
l^ades, where is thy victory ?" 

There are a few expressions in the apostolical writ*- 
ings which have been thought to indicate the rising 
of these earthly bodies; — Such, for instance, as " This 
corruptible shall put on incorruption ; and this luortal 
«hall put on immortality." And again, ^^ Who shall 
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body, accordiQg to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things to himself.'"" 
These passages have been thought to mean, that these 
mortal bodies shall be made immortal. But the ex« 
pression is the same as that which closes the sketch 
of the resurrection in chapter fourth of Second Co- 
rinthians, viz., ^' That mortality might be swallowed 
up of life. Whereas in the very sketch thus closed, it 
is distinctly stated that, ^4f the earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved,'* (not if it were raised, but 
if it were dissolved,) we. have a building of God, an 
bou3e not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 
And the apostle would be unclothed of this earthly 
tabernacle, not that he might be naked, but clothed 
upon with the heavenly body. Hence it is obvious 
that the sayings referred to, of this corruptible put- 
ting on imx)rruption, and this vile body being fash- 
ioned like unto his glorious body, are but brief and 

bphil. iil. 21. 
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comprehensive expressions of the idea, that we, whcr 
here exist in a mortal constitution, shall hereafter be 
made, as it respects the entire being, immortal and 
glorious. 

The resurrection of the earthly body of Christ has 
been employed as an argument for -the rising of the 
mortal bodies of mankind. But we are nowhere in- 
formed that this circumstance was designed to incul- 
cate such a lesson. His rising from the dead, into 
life, was designed as demonstrative proof of the resur- 
rection of our race. But the work of decomposition 
had not commenced in his body, and it was necessary 
that he should resume that body for the tfien present, 
as a witness to the fact of his real resurrection. I have 
no doubt that the mind, or spirit, organized in a hea- 
venly body adapted to its full developments, can 
recognize spirit by mental discernment. I have tested 
clairvoyant experiments, to know that the mind, even 
here, may be placed in a position so to exercise its 
powers, as to recognize other minds. But it was ne^ 
cessary that Jesus, after his resurrection, should bd 
recognized by the bodily organs, the physical senses 
of his friends. Otherwise they could not have been 
duly qualified witnesses of his resurrection. T^eir 
testimony may have passed with the ghost stories of 
the times. Even for themselves, they could not have 
determined, by their natural faculties, that their very 
Master had indeed come forth from the dead. It will 
be recollected that his own apostles needed to see for 
themselves that it was the perscMi, in very form, with 
whom they had been acquainted ; and some of them 
must needs examine the nail-prints in his lAnds. By 
such personal examination, they were qualified to gs 
forth with the bold langoaigp oi io\vw\— ^^ T\\a.l which 
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was from the beginning, which we have heard, whieh 
we have seen with onr eyes, which we have looked 
upcm, and 0iir hands have handled, <^ the Word of life ; 
(for the life was manifested, and we have seen it, 
and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal 
life, which was with the Father, and was manifested 
unto us ;) that which we have seen and heard, de- 
clare we unto you." "" 

Since, then, the coming forth from the tomb of the 
earthly body of Jesus, was indispensably necessary 
for the purpose just ^xplaii^, and also, as I may 
have added, to take from his enemies their expected 
argument for his imposture, by showing his body in 
their own poss^ession after the third day from his 
death, — ^and since the circumstance was never apfdied 
by his witnesses to any other purpose, we have no 
authority to argue from it further. Who, indeed, ex- 
pects to see Jesus in the heavenly state, with the nail- 
]^rints forever in his hands and feet, and the perfora* 
iion of the soldier's spear in his side ? Yet this may 
as well be argued from the fact of his showing them 
to his disciples, and even that his being raised with 
diose wounds is proof that men will be raised with 
their' bodily scars and deformities, as that the coming 
forth of his body from the sepulchre is proof that our 
fleshly bodies shall be raised. To us it is obvious 
thai this appearance on earth for the space of forty 
days after his resurrection, was not that of his glori- 
fied body ; for then '^ would his face have shone like 
the sun, and his raiment have been white as the 
light."'' And should any ask what became of the 
crucified body, upon his ascensaon on high,^— let it be 
considered} that die power which has £cnrmed the 

« 1 John i. 1—3. 4 "MbXX* xm-'fc* 
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gross substances of our bodies from the a^^aaa of Ae 
elements, even the power which raised up CSirist 
from the dead, could dissipate ftose substances aigaia 
at fdeasure. 

Shall we know each other in Heaven ? 

Bj some, this question has been regarded as (me of 
trifling importance ; but with me it involTOS the chief 
interest of the future life. If we know not one 
another, we shall not know ourselves : and to talk 
to me of my being raised into another life, where I 
shall neither recognize myself nor the loved ones of 
earth, would be but to mock my hopes. It would be 
but to promise, what the inlSdel and atheist believes, 
a succession of other beings, when we are no more. 
The recognition of ourselves and of one another io 
the future life, is essentially and necessarily involved 
in the Scripture doctrine of the resurrection. The 
life from the dead which is promised, is our life, and 
that of our fellow-beings ;— so that we should be comr 
forted concerning our friends who are fallen asleep, 
through the hope that they shall live with us, and we 
with them, in a life immortal. But if we are not to 
possess conscious identity there, then we have no 
future life, though Grod may create other grades of 
beings after us. On this point, I can see no ground 
for a question. 

On the doctrine of p^sonal identity in the future 
life, is also founded the argument which reconciles 
with the wisdom of Grod, the allotment to mam of this 
mortal existence. If mankind are to enter the future 
life ignorant of having existed before, then why mig^t 
Ihey not have been made immortal at first T For how 
then can they be advaulagj^di \)!^ )(Scl^ ^^;^^\y^8es<^ the 


sorrows and trials of earth, and by paaaiiig down into 
the valley of doath? How then can they admire a 
ccocified and risen Saviour? — and how shall they 
praise God for their deUverance from the bondage of 
corruption, into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God ? Indeed, the idea of our recognition of our- 
selves and one another in heaven, is inseparably 
interwoven with ^11 the Scripture teachings of a 
future life, — with all the consolations of experimental 
hope, — with the familiar intercourse of Jesus with his 
friends after his resurrection,- — with the fact that even 
in his glorified state he- ''knows how to be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities," *-^and with all 
the visits of angelic servants of God from the spirit- 
land, bespeaking a sympathetic interest for men, and 
bearing for us messages of love. 

Does any object to this doctrme of perscmal identity 
in heaven,^ on the ground that a remembranee of the 
domgs and incidents of the mortal life, may be a 
source of eternal guilt and suffering ? If the objector 
is a Christian, let him review the revealed doctrines 
of the gospely and he will find amcHig them such an 
operation as the forgiveness of sins. This subject is 
explained in chapter seventh of this work. It com- 
prises the idea of a deliverance from sin, and a free- 
dom from its sting ; the restoration of the sinner on his 
refojmation, to the privileges of the righteous. Let 
him look at the brethren of Joseph, when they h,ad 
fully comprehended how the Lo*d overruled their 
evil for good, — at St. Paul, when his soul had become 
imbued with the- spirit of him whom he had perse- 
cuted with madness,-— and at the distinguishing spirit 
and purpose of the gospel, through which God is in 

•;Heb.i^. 15. 
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Christ reconciling the world unto himself, "not itmpui' 
ing their trespasses unto themf^^ and in the light 
derived from these sources, he will perceive, that 
though we shall never take pride in a remembrance 
of our own past errors, but shall learn hence humility,' 
— yet God may give to our memory some better em- 
ployment, amidst all the great things he hath done for 
us, than to serve forever as a mere accuser. 

On the Time of the Resurrection. 

Whether there shall be a simultaneous resurrection 
of all men from the dead on scmie unknown future 
day, or whether the work is going on progressively, is 
a question on which there is a diversity of opinions 
unong different sects of Christians. As it is a mere 
question of time, in relaticfn to^ a work which beliHigs 
to God alone, it does not appear to have been made a 
special subject of revelation. The Scriptures teach 
that man shall live again, and that, too, in a life which 
shall never end. In this cheerful hope, we are re- 
quired to do as Jesus did, commend our spirits into 
the Father's hand. Our first waking moment will be, 
to us, the next to that wherein we shall have fallen 
asleep. 

But though this question does not appear to be 
specially and designedly answered by revelation, yet 
there seem to be some remarks and facts incidentally 
given, which may have a bearing upon it. The con- 
versation of Jesus with the Sadducees, though applied 
directly to the fctet of a future life, se^ns in some of 
its circumstances to involve the idea of a progressive 
resurrection. He said unto them, ** And as touching 
the dead that they rise, have ye not read in the book of 
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Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, 
I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob? He is not the God of the dead, 
but the God of the living : ye therefore do greatly 
err."' True, it is urg^d on the other side, that this is 
spoken in the sense in which Grod ^^calleth those 
things which be not as though they were." But the 
language most naturally comports with the idea of a 
regular administration of God, in raising man to a 
higher life. And so in the very passage just referred 
to is this idea uppermost: — *' As it is written, I hare 
made thee a father of many nations, before him whom 
he belieyed, even God, who quickeneih the dead, and 
ealleth those things which be not as though they 
were."^ Here the quickening of the dead is spoken 
of as a common work with Jehovah. 

And the language of St. Paul in one of the passages 
which were adduced to another point, seems appli- 
cable here : — *' For we know, that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building 
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to 
be clothed upon with our house which is from hea- 
ven. Not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed 
upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 
Therefore we are always confident, knowing that 
whilst we are at home in the body we are absent from 
the Lord : for we walk by faith, not by sight : (that 
is, our enjoyment of Christ's presence is by faith, not 
by persooally seeing him as he is ;) we are confident, 
I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord." In this case, the 
apostie seems very dearly to ex{»ress the sentimoat^ 
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that niteii he should be unclothed of the earthly body, 
he should be sucGes&ively clothed upon with the hea- 
venly ; that when he should be absent from the body, 
he should be present with the Lord. 

The same sentim^it is expressed with equal clear* 
ness, in the letter to the Philippian church ; — (i. 21 — 
24;) " For to me to live is Christy and to die, is gain. 
But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of ray labor ; 
yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am in a 
strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and td 
be with Christ, which is far better; nevertheless, to 
abide in the flesh is more needful to you." Now such 
apostolical Ifiuiguage as this, seems utterly incompatir 
fole with the idea of a suspension of the work of life 
for many ages, before rising to be with Christ. And 
when Jesus spake to his disciples of going from them, 
referring to his passing through death, and rising, and 
going to tibe Father, upon his saying to them, as be 
had said to the Jews, ^^ Whither I go ye cannot 
come,"* Peter proposed the inquiry, "Whither go^ 
ihou ?" And " Jesus answered him, Wbith^ I ge^ 
then canst not follow me now ; but thou shalt fdJow 
me afterwards." This does not, to be sure, describe 
the length of time afterwards to the coming of his dis- 
ciples ii^to the heavenly world : but the familiar idea 
expressed is Uiat of a proper succession of events. 

I will add, that the translation of Enoch and £2]^ 
are incidents which favor the view that the introduce 
tion of man into the heavenly state, as into tibe 
present world, is a progressive work. So is the re- 
mark of the angel to John,-^the aogel whom Christ 
sent to communicate to him the appropriate revela- 
^tion. When John feil down to worship before t^ 


&et of ihe angel who showed him tbrae things, then 
$aid the angel unto him, ''See thou do it not; for I am 
thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren the jNrophets, 
and of them which keep the sayings of this book."^ 
He was one of the prophets raised from the dead. 
And the disciples in the vision of the transfigura* 
tion, saw Moses and Elias jtalking with the Son of 
man.^ 

It is conceded that St. Paul's description of the 
jesurrection, in 1 Cor. xv., and 1 Thess. iv., treat of 
it as if it were to be a simultaneous work, altogether 
in future time. But to my mind, the evidence, though 
chiefly incidental, which is presented on the o^r 
side, may warrant the conclusion that in these two 
instances, where the resurrection was made the entire 
subject of discourse, the apostle adopted the strong 
and unqualified style of those chapters as a convenient 
testimony of the work as a whole. In relation to a 
g^eat purpose which is in progress, when a bold testis 
mony to its certainty, and description of its full con* 
summation is given, it is natural to throw it into the 
future tense^ and to treat it as one event, without dis- 
tinction of periods in its progress. 

The most plausihle objection to the belief of a pro- 
^^ssive resurrtotion, admitting it to have commenced 
in the former ages, is in the fact that Christ is denom- 
inated the first-fruits of them that slept. But it is 
certain, however, that he raised several of the literally 
and really dead in his own lifetime, which was before 
his own resurrection. The facts too, which we have 
adduced, ccmceining Enoch, Elijah, Moses, Elias, and 
the angel who was one of the former prophets, are all 
m our memory. If these are to have the \r^lLl^% 
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have allowed them, then Christ as the first-fruits of 
them that slept, is to be understood of the order of 
rank, rather than of time, — ^being the One appointed 
of Grod as the head of the heavenly state, and as 
the One to rise from the dead, in a manner, and for 
the purpose, to complete and establish, as a great 
system of revelation, the doctrine of our immortal 
hopes. 

Finally, it is the pleasant belief of the writer, and 
he thinks this belief is authorized by the general con- 
currence of evidence in the case, and confirmed by the 
philosophy of all God's works, not that man shall 
enter upon the fully developed life immortal the next 
moment after physical death, but that of the prihciples 
of life there is no annihilation : — that in the work of 
life there are no ages of suspension ; — that as it is with 
the insects and plants which have a second life, and 
with all things in Grod's creation which are appointed 
to different stages, — so with man, whose first stage is 
the present life ;— the principles of life shall operate, 
unto the reorganization ol the perfect man, by the 
progressive workings of God. With this faith we care 
not to know the precise time; it would have been 
incompatible with the purposes and the relations of 
our prei^nt being, to have had it given us to know 
what shall immecUaielj/ succeed the moment of our 
decease. The idea of the successive operations, through 
the regenerative power of God, of the principles of life, 
unto the perfecting of our new and heavenly being, 
will accord with the sentiment of our being unclothed 
of this, ** that we may be clothed upon of our house 
which is from heaven." And here we rest, in filial 
confidence of the dying Master,— " Father, into thy 
hands I commend my s^mx.'^^ 
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The reader will bear in miiHi, that I have not been 
laboring to decide npon the condition of man in the 
intermediate state between death and the resurrection. . 
The Hebrews used the word sheol for the state of the 
dead, to signify that it was dark, hidden, unrevealed. 
And the Greek hades is used for the same purpose. 
Into this state I have not seen the light of revelation 
shine. When Christ arose from the dead, though 
by his resurrection he brought the final immortal 
state of the human creation to light, he did not bring 
the state of the dead to light. He gave no account of 
what or where he was from his crucifixion to that time. 
Hades is hades still. The imaginations of some learned 
speculators have been there, and they have confused 
the minds of many more by the different reports which 
they have given of it. But for me the sentiment of 
Moses shall suffice, — "Secret things belong to God, 
but the things which are revealed, to ourselves and 
our children." 

It is called " the valley of the shadow of death." 
When my mind has gone to the borders of this valley, 
the next spot on which I see the light of revelation 
clearly shine, is the mountain of the resurrection, over 
beyond this valley. And it is unto that mountain, not 
into this valley, that I have been directing your atten- 
tion for the hope of the future. 

There is one passage, however, which has been 
thought to contradict the assertion that hades remains 
hades still. It is taken by some to be a direct exposi- 
tion of circumstances and transactions in sheol, or the 
intermediate state. Consequently, though it does not 
relate to the main subject of this chapter, yet as it is 
thought by others to relate to an incidental matter 
which we have embraced in it, 1 wV\\ a^^io^Tv^Vft ^fi«N& 
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fdmoe for a consideration of it. Hie case referred to is 
that of 

The Spirits in Prison. 

" For Christ also hath once suffered for sins^ thejvM 
for the unjust^ that he might bring us to God; being 
put to death in the fleshy but quickened by the spirit^ by 
which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison; which sometime were disobedient^ when once the 
long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few^ that is 
eight souls, were saved by water J^^ 

Most writers of commentaries on the Scriptures, 
have supposed that St. Peter here spoke of Christ's 
preaching by his spirit through Noah, at the time the 
ark was preparing before the dehige. But no reason 
is offered for this view of the text, other than the 
simple fact that the circumstance of the deluge in the 
days of Noah is here introduced. But this circum- 
stance is not suflSicient to satisfy my mind that Christ's 
preaching to the spirits in prison, was Noah's preach- 
ing to the antediluvians. This preaching was ascribed 
to Christ. What was done by his apostles and minis- 
ters, whom he chose, qualified and sent out, might 
justly be, and often is ascribed to Christ, as if he per- 
sonally did it. But I know of no apostolical usage, 
for applying directly to Christ the works performed by 
men before he came into the world. And this preach- 
ing to the spirits in prison, is ascribed directly to 
Christ, and is introduced as something performed after 
his resurrection, or being quickened by the spirit. 
" For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
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for tttd unjust, that he might bring us to God ; being 
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the spirit, 
by which also he went and preached unto the spirits 
in prison." Now it is clear, that if there was any 
such work performed as here described, as I think I 
shall be able to show that there was, by Christ's own 
power and authority, subsequently to his being quick- 
ened by the spirit, it will be most reasonable to apply 
the text to such subsequent work. 

Others have understood Peter to teach in this place, 
that the spirits of the antediluvians were in a prison 
of darkness, suffering punishment for their sins on 
earth, and that the spirit of Christ, between his death 
and resurrection, went down into that prison to preach 
to them, and to save them. 

We will now examine whether it is fair to conclude 
that Peter designed to teach, by the words before us, 
as a doctrine of fear to influence our conduct, that 
there is a prison in which men are shut up and pun- 
ished after death for the sins of this life, and that Christ 
went on a mission there during the time when his 
body was in the sepulchre. I offer the following 
reasons, which influence my mind against such an 
understanding of it. 

1st. No such doctrine was ever taught by the patri- 
archs and prophets, who, through the space of nearly 
four thousand years, were commissioned of God to 
warn the people of all real dangers with regard to 
their conduct in life. Since these patriarchs and pro- 
phets were commissioned of God to declare to the 
people of the first four thousand years the dangers to 
which sin would expose them, and since they did not 
teach the people that they would be put into a prisoa 
foT jmniAmmit after death, I feel o\A\%edL\A c^xtf^ii^^^ 
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tiiat such a prison was not one of ihe dang^ts to whieh 
they were exposed. 

It will not be to the point for my brother to argne 
here, that we may as well conclude that the doctrine 
of life and immariaMty is not true, because it was not 
revealed under the Old Testament dispensation; for 
this doctrine is there revealed, though not so clearly as 
in the New Testament But what if it had not been 
revealed under the Old Testament dispensation at all? 
It is what God has secured to all men by his own pur- 
pose and grace, and is not to be either obtained or lost 
by their works. It is, therefore, a different subject 
from that which relates to the rewards and punish- 
ments of human doings. And further, the patriarchs 
and prophets wdre not specially commissioned to be 
ministers of the doctrine of life and immortality; but 
they were specially commissioned and enjoined to 
encourage the people in virtue, and dissuade them from 
sin, by plainly declaring to them the benefits of the 
former, and the evils of the latter. I cannot accuse 
them of unfaithfulness; and consequently, as they 
did not warn the people of a prison for punishment 
after death, I cannot admit that such a prison was one 
of the evils to which they were exposed. And, accord- 
ingly, I consider it both fair and requisite, as lovers 
of the Scripture, to take the position that if the lan- 
guage of the text, written in the year of the world 
4063, will admit of any other fair construction, we 
ought not to apply it to the doctrine of such infernal 
prison. 

2d. But Peter does not here introduce the mention 

of the spirits in prison as the main subject of discourse. 

nor as a motive of fear to restrain sinners, nor as if he 

deseed to make a comrnt^c^^^u ^i «s£|l&3^sv^ new. 
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He was engaged in urging upon his brethren the ex- 
ample of Christ, who suffered for sinners, and being 
raised again from the dead, pursued their interest, in- 
structing and enlightening those who were in prison. 
This menti<m of the spirits, or as Wakefield translates 
it, the minds of men in prison, is introduced incidentally 
to illustrate the remarks concerning Christ's faithful- 
iiess to the interests of mankind, and the benefits of his 
mission, which extended to sinners. But nothing ap- 
pears here like a design to introduce any new doctrine 
in relation to the dangers of sin. 

3d. If St Peter designed to teach that all who died 
in unbelief before the coming of Christ, had been kept 
in a state of suffering in an infernal prison, and 
were visited by Christ's spirit between the time of 
his death and resurrection, why did he mention those 
in particular, and those only, who were drowned in 
the deluge? This reference to the antediluvianSj and 
. the m^iticHi of ♦the/cw of them who were saved upon 
the water, appears like a design to introduce a com- 
parison between that case and some other; but it 
does not appear like a design to teach the doctrine of 
all unbelieving souls going into an infernal prison after 
death. . 

4th. But this text does not say that the work here 
ascribed to Christ was performed between the time of 
his death and resurrection. Nor is there any other 
text of Scripture which asserts that Christ did any 
work daring the time when he was in the state of 
death. The language of the text, with the preceding 
context, implies that the work here ascribed to Christ 
was performed ttfter his resurrection. '' Being put to 
death in the fleeb, but quickened by Jthe spirit; by 
which also he w^Qt and pieiacYx^ \jo \bfe ^^y^Ms^'^sl 
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prisoa." He was put to death in the flesh, tbea 
quickened by the spirit, — and then, by the same spirit 
or power by which God raised him from the dead, he 
enabled him to preach to the spirits in prison. 

Having now given my reasons agaiisst adopting 
either of the opinions on this text, that it signifies 
Christ's preaching formerly through Noahj or his 
preaching to souls in an infernal prison, — ^I will pro- 
ceed to present what I consider a rational and Scrip- 
tural interpretation of the passage. 

And here I will premise, that the word spirits in the 
Scriptures, sometimes means m^i, or the minds of men, 
who are alive in the flesh; as ^^the spirits ofjissimen 
made perfect^^^ (Heb. xii. 23,) unto whom the Hebrew 
Christians had come, certainly means living men« 
They had come into a unison of mind with just men, 
made perfect in love. And in the phrase '* Father of 
spirits,^^ (Heb. xii. 9,) the sentiment is the same as in 
the saying, '^ We are also his oflispring." God is ottr^ 
Father. And ''he is the God of the spirits of all 
flesh," i. e. he is the God of cdl mert. 

But on this word there are several various readings 
in ancient copies of the New Testament Dr. Adam 
Clark says that in some of the Greek MSS. it reads in 
spirit, the word spirit supplying to Christ. By which 
he came in spirit, and preached to them who were in 
prison. And he says that he had before him, in 
writing his Commentary, one of the first, if not the 
very first edition of the Latin Bible, in which the 
verse stsmds thus: ''By which he. came spiritually, 
and preached to th^m that were in prison." And in 
several very ancient MSS. of the Tulgate, which he 
had in his possession, the clause was similar* Christ 
came in spirit and pxeskftYi^edi V/^ \!&k»icsx ^Vf^ ^^^c^ \& 
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prison. Or, as Wakefield renders it, '' preached to the 
mincfeofmen in prison." 

Who, then, were those men in prison, to whom Christ 
preached in spirit after his resurrection from the dead? 
On this subject the Scriptures give us very clear and 
satis&ctory light. The Lord said by the prophet 
Isaiah, '^ Behold my Servant, whom I uphold; mine 
Elect, in whom my soul delighteth ; I have put my 
spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the 
GentUes. I the Lord have called thee in righteous- 
ness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, 
and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light 
of the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring out 
the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in 
darkness out of the prison-house." Here the prophet 
speaks of the Gentiles as being in darkness and in 
prison, and of Christ being appointed by the spirit of 
God to give them light 

^ In another place Christ is represented as saying,— 
" The spurit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek, 
to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that 
are bound.^^ 

But this work of liberating the Gentiles, who were 
especially meant by those in darkness and in prison, 
did not go into effectual operation, until Christ had 
been put to death in the flesh, and raised again by the 
spirit of God. During his life in the flesh, he charged 
his ministering disciples not to go in the way of the 
Gentiles, but rather to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. But when he had been put to death, and had 
risen again, he commanded his apostles, sayin^^ ^'G^ 
ye into all the world, and preach tVie %o«^ \o e»«r^ 
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creature?^ And he promised to be with them alway, 
even unto the end of the age. 

Soon the apostles went among the Gentiles with the 
gospel ministry, and great multitudes of these spiritual 
prisoners received the word with gladness. And as 
the apostles did all things in the work of their ministry 
through Christ who strengthened them, hereby Christ 
was preaching to men who were in prison. 

But how shall we understand the saying, ''By 
which he went and preached to the spirits (or minds 
of men) in prison, which sometime were disobedient^ 
when ence the Umg-suffering of God waited in the days 
of NoahV Does not this prove that Peter meant that 
Christ preached to the isame individuals who were 
drowned by the flood? In answer to this I will 
remark, that Wakefield, in his translation of the New 
Testament, supplies the word as here, to express what 
he thinks the connection shows to be the tnie meaning. 
He thinks that the scope of the apostle's discourse, and 
especially the word few, "wherein /eM7 were saved 
upon the water," denotes a comparison, which must 
be expressed by supplying the word a^, thus, — "By 
which he went and preached to the minds of men in 
prison, who were disobedient as those upon whom the 
long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah ;" 
meaning that he preached to the Gentiles who were 
alive on the earth in the apostolic age, but were as 
disobedient as the antediluvians. 

But I do not perceive the need of this supplement of 
the word as to express the sense here. I would take 
it as it stands. Christ, after his resurrection, preached 
to the same people, in the sense in which the Scrip- 
tures often speak of a people, though not to the same 
individuals, which wexe aoxae\ka»a^«^3>Qft^\^\iV tba 
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days of Noah* God said to Abraham, "Thy seed 
shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and 
shall serve them four hundred years, — and afterwards 
they shall go out with great substance." Not one of 
the individuals that went down into Egypt lived to go 
out again. Yet they were called the same people who 
went out. And long after all the individuals who 
went out of Egypt were dead, it was said to that 
people that the Lord delivered them from bondage in 
Egypt, and made them a great nation. And so on, the 
events which took place upon that class of the human 
race, through different ages, are represented as taking 
place upon the same people. 

And there was another grand division of the human 
race, called heathen^ or Gentiles. And although these 
particular names were not applied to them in Noah's 
time, there was the same description of people. And 
they then constituted a very large portion of the world. 
They were without God, i. e. atheists, or idolaters^ 
in the world. And the same description of people, St 
Paul sets forth the Gentiles to be in his day. But to 
this people, men in prison, who through all ages have 
been atheistical and idolatrous, and who even in 
Noah's time were disobedient, insomuch that only few 
lives were saved upon the water, — ^to them Christ, after 
his resurrection, preached the gospel by his inspired 
servants, to the enlightening and liberation of thousands. 

St. Peter, who was the first that went with the 
gospel among the Gentiles, speaks on the same subject 
in the 4th chapter of this Epistle. " For this cause 
was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, 
that they might be judged according to men in the 
flesh, but live according to God in the spirit." 

This verse Wakefield translates iVvMS^ — ^^Yo\ ^CoNa^ 
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indeed, was the effect of the preaching of the gospel to 
the dead, (the unconverted Gentile,) that some will be 
punished as carnal men, but others lead a spiritual 
life unto God." 

Macknighi renders it, " For this purpose hath the 
gospel been preached to the dead, (i. e. the Gentiles,) 
that although they might be condemned indeed by 
men, in the flesh, (their persecutors,) yet they might 
live eternally by God in the spirit." 

KnatchbuWs translation of it is this, — "For this 
cause was the gospel preached to them that were 
dead, that they who live according to men in the 
flesh, may be condemned; but that they who live 
according to God in the spirit, may live." 

All these agree in understanding the dead in this 
case to mean the GeniUes. They were spiritually in 
prison and in death. St. Paul, addressing Gentile 
believers, said, "You hath he quickened, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins." 

So, then, we have received no message from the 
deeps of hades. But we hear the fiat of Jehovah, pro- 
nouncing the final destruction of hades, by the resur- 
rection of the dead to life. And now, as we are 
about closing our remarks upon this subject, let it be 
observed by the reader, that we have not asserted the 
equality of all men in the resurrection state, in respect 
to all their faculties and graces. We have endeavored 
to walk in the simplicity of gospel truth, receiving and 
reflecting the clear light of revelation. In this light 
we look through the vista of the ages, and see death 
swallowed up in the victqry of a higher and better 
life, sin finished, and tears wiped away from off all 
faces. But what shall be the first emotions of men 
on awaking to the futxneWfe^ — ol xaKCL^Xia Vkad closed 
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flieir earthly career at different stages of progress, — we 
say not, for God has not taught us. That they will be 
freed from the positive evils which flesh is heir to, and 
placed in circumstances of vastly greater favor as to 
mental and moral progress, which shall make it a state 
of reconciliation to God, we have abundantly shown 
from the testimony. As for the rest, every one is at 
liberty to philosophize for himself. But this much is 
settled, that the inspired teachers have given us no 
authority for dogmatizing with our philosophies, as if 
they were the essentials of Christian faith and virtue. 
Finally, if we are blessed with that Scripture light 
in Which we see the evil of sin, we shall not be envi- 
ous of the wicked. If we have true conceptions of the 
exciellence of the Christian knowledge and graces, they 
will constitute the supreme good of our soul's desire. 
And if we have the spirit of Christian perfectness, love 
to God and love to man^ the progress of others, even 
from below us, unto the knowledge, and love, and 
enjoyment of our God, instead of troubling our envy, 
will increase our own admiration, thankftilness land 

joy. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THE FOBEKNOWLEDGE AND SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD, AND MOEAL 

ACCOtrNTABILPTY OF MAN. 

** Him, being delivered by the foreknowledge and determinate council of 
God, ye have taken, and with wicked hands have crucified and slain." 
Acts ii. 23. 

SECTION I. 

TTie Foreknowledge and Sovereignty of God. 

The aboye words of Scripture distinctly- set before 
us the reputed perplexing subject of the foreknowledge 
and sovereignty of God, in connection with die moral 
accountability of man. 

It is often asked as an unanswerable question, '^ If 
God, either by his foreknowledge or predetermination, 
or both, has made certain any future character or con* 
duct of his creatures, how are they accountable for 
that conduct?" Many have wrecked their minds 
almost to distraction in making effort to settle this 
inquiry ; and not a few, finding themselves unable to 
settle the question to the satisfaction of their own 
minds, have turned away and denied the premises. 
They have discarded the doctrine of God's having 
a determinate counsel, or even a foreknowledge, in 
relation to the future doings of his moral accountable 
creatures. 

That learned and popular commentator. Dr. A. 
Clarke, has furnished us {Jie following labor of con- 
fused thought on this important subject ''God is 
omniscient, axid can know all things ; but does it follow 
from this that he mttst "know si>\ ODcav%%'\ 1% Vv^ not as 
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free in the volition of his wisdom, as he is in the voli- 
tion of his power ? God has ordained some things as 
absoltUdy certain ; these he knows as absolutely certain. 
He has ordained other things as contingent; these he 
knows as contingent. It would be absurd to say, that 
he foreknows a thing as only contingent, which he 
has made absolutely certain. And it would be as 
absurd to say, that he foreknows a thing to be abso- 
lutely certain, which in his own eternal counsel he has 
made contingent. By absolutely certain, I mean a 
thing which must be in that order, time, place, and 
form, in which Divine Wisdom has ordained it to be ; 
and that it can be no otherwise than this infinite counsel 
has ordained. By contingent, I mean such things as 
the infinite wisdom of God. has thought proper to 
poise on the possibility of being or not being, leaving 
it to the will of intelligent beings to turn the scale. 
To deny this would involve the most palpable contra- 
dictions, and the most monstrous absurdities. * * Sin 
is no more sin, a vicious human action is no crime, if 
God have decreed it, and by his foreknowledge and 
will impelled the creature to act it* On this ground 
there can be no punishment for delinquencies ; for if 
everything be done as God has predetermined, and his 
determinations must .necessarily be all right, then 
neither the instrument nor the agent has done wrong. 
Thus all vice and virtue, praise and blame, merit and 
demerit, guilt and innocence, are at once confounded, 
and all distinctions of this kind confounded with 
them." ^ 

" Now allowing the doctrine of the ccmtingency of 
human actions, (and it must be allowed in order to 
cAiun-the above absurdities and blasphemies,) then we 
see every intelligent creature accovxuX.a\^^ iot ?J^ ^^^ 
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works, and for the use it makes of the powers with 
which God has endued it. And to grant all this con- 
sistently, we must also grant, that God foresees 
nothing as absolutely and inevitably certain, which he 
has made contingent ; and because he has designed it 
to be contingent, therefore he cannol know it as abso- 
lutely and inevitably certain. I conclude that God, 
though omniscient, is not obliged, in consequence of 
Ihis, to know all that he can know ; no more than he 
is obliged, because he is omnipotent, to do all that he 
can do." 

Such is the reasoning of Dr. Clarke. It will be 
acknowledged that he presents, in its strongest light, 
the popular objection to the doctrine of the foreknowl- 
edge and decrees of God. And he denounces the 
doctrine as involving the most monstrous absurdities 
and blasphemies. But let us see how well or how illy 
he succeeds, in clearing himself from absurdities and 
blasphemies. The Doctor perceived that to say a 
thing is foreknown of God, makes it to be as certain to 
take place, as to say he decreed it; indeed, that his 
foreknowing it involves the fact of his having decreed 
it. And this is evident; for though a ma7i may be 
made to foreknow an event which he does not purpose, 
it is because there is a power above him which pur- 
posed it, and reveals to him the knowledge of it. And 
to suppose that God foreknows the events that are to 
come, and yet has not purposed them, would be to 
suppose there is a fate, or some power before God, 
which laid out the chain of events that should come, 
making certain their causes, and then God rose up, and 
by his prescience looked forward, and saw the chain 
of causes and effects which he had no agency in es- 
tablishing, but wluch a ^iioit ^po^ct V^ ^i^d before 
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hkn. And this would not relieve the difficulty at ftU 
in relation to human accountability : for if events be- 
longing to the doings of men were foreknown of God 
to be certainly so, and could not be otherwise, whe- 
ther that certainty were founded in the operation of 
causes in the natmre of things as fixed by eternal fate, 
or whether it were founded in the purpose of God, the 
.question labors in the same perplexity, '^ How is man 
worthy of either praise or blamfe for what he does?" 

But to escape this difficulty, Dr. Clarke, (I name 
him because he is the most prominent mouth-piece of 
this sentiment,) denies God's foreknowledge oi the 
moral actions of mankind, and so involves himself in 
the strange absurdity, that the omniscient God is igno- 
rant of alL future events in relation to the moral char- 
acter and condition of the human race ! Yes, when 
he devised the plan of creating a race of intelligent 
beings, and when be called this race into existence, he 
had no knowledge of what any of them would ever 
do, or of what might be their moral state and condi- 
tion. He chose to be thus ignorant, to leave the 
moral actions and circumstances of all his creatures 
contingent even to himself, having no knowledge of 
what they would be until they should transpire. So 
then, as the history of the world is a history of doings, 
and circumstances, and events, belonging, directly and 
indirectly, to the moral actions of mankind, we are here 
required to view the history of all nations, from the 
creation of the world unto the present time, as a his- 
tory of undirected contingencies. And the professed 
Christian, with this view, can no more hope in the 
Divine government for any future moral good, than 
the veriest skeptic, who believes in no God. For this 
sentiment represents, nay, it asserts, tJ^AX Q^qAl &j:s^f^\tf^v 
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purpose — that he does not eyen know any moral 
transaction or condition of mankind, before it comes to 
pass. This sentiment will afford us no hope for the 
continued happiness of any saint of God, even in Ae 
immortal state. For it represents that what God fore- 
knows as absolutely certain, it is no virtue or holiness 
in the creature to do, even if it be in itself good. 
Therefore God does not foreknow that there will be any 
holiness in heaven, for if he foreknew it as»a.bsoIutely 
certain, it would not be holiness. And if God does not 
know that men will be holy in heaven, then he has not 
revealed any such knowledge, and we of course have 
no information on which to hope for future holiness 
and peace. 

Such is the strange and hopeless condition in which 
we of necessity become involved, by assuming tiie sen- 
timent which denies the purpose and foreknowledge 
of God concerning the moral state of mankind. For 
the reason which they who espouse this sentiment 
offer for so doing is, that if a train of causes and effects 
is fixed of God, so that he foreknows all their opera- 
tions and results, including even the moral actions of 
men, then there is no virtue or vice, no praise or 
blame-worthiness, in human works. The argument 
effects what are called virttious as well as vicicms ac- 
tions, assuming that one class of actions no more have 
merit or virtue in them, than the other class have 
blame, imless God himself is ignorant of th^a, not 
knowing what they will certainly be, until after they 
take place. Therefore, as they are not willing to give 
up all idea of righteousness and sin in the human char- 
acter, they choose to deny the foreknowledge and de- 
terminate counsel of God in relation to those moral 
coneems. Of coutse IY«jy ^«^'^^'^ ^^^'l Qod's positive 
foreknowledge thai aoY i^xXaoxl oi ^»& ^i«?>XxaK^ ^^k^ 
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1)6 n^teous in the future world ; for if he have pur- 
posed 80 a« to foreknow what will be their moral 
character there, then there can be no righteousness, as 
well as no sin there. Men must be there without 
moral characters, must c^ise to be moral beings, iaatd 
will Uiat be heaven, where men have no moral char- 
ficter 7 Which horn of the dilemma will you take? 
Will you allow that God certainly foreknows the 
characters of m^i in heaven, and therefore they will 
have no character there? or will you maintain that 
men will have a moral character in heaven, you 
know not what, and that God is ignorant of what it 
will be? 

The learned commentator referred to, denounces ad 
absurd and blasphemous the sentiment which he in 
pleased to say denies the accountability of man. Is it 
any less absurd and blasphemous to deny the omnis- 
cience of God, and disallow him any share in the 
government of the nK>ral world ; to represent the grand 
concerns of the moral creation as under the sole direc- 
tion of atheistical chance, and sink the doctrine of a 
Divine revelation and enlightened hope of future moral 
good? 

But why should we deny either? How happy 
would it have been for the universe, if there had been 
wisdom in the Creator to devise a system of creation, 
so that he could have allowed himself to be omniscient| 
to know and superintend the affairs of his moral crear 
tures, and yet they be accountable beings, having 
individual moral characters. And such, yes, so hon- 
orable to God and grateful to man, I think we shall 
yet find the fact to aj^ar. 

But some may accuse me of doing injustice to Dr. 
Clarke^ in saying that he denies OodL^ omvaV^oi^^ 
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He says that God is omniscient, Tme, but he defines 
omniscience to be merely thepoirerto know all things, 
and not the possession of infinite knowledge. Thus 
while he ascribes to God the term omniscient, he at the 
same time denies the/dc/ of his omniscience, by a false 
definition of the word. For, although all-powerftd 
signifies an ability to do all things, yet ctU-knowing does 
not signify merely an ability to know all things. For 
if ability to know all things ^constituted omniscience, 
though that ability might not be employed to gain 
knowledge, or actually to know, then we might be 
presented with an omniscient being actually know- 
ing nothing, choosing to withhold the exercise of 
his power to know, and remaining in utter igno- 
rance. Yes, and upon this definition of knowledge, its 
being the power or capacity to know, then the ignora" 
^nus^ who knows not his letters, may be called a wise 
and learned man, because he had ofti/i^y to learn, if 
he had chosen to exert that ability for the acquisition 
of knoT^ledge. But it is not so. Omniscience is all* 
knowing, the possession of all knowledge. And who- 
ever ascribes to God an ignorance of anything past, 
present, or to come, denies his omniscience. 

But Dr. Clarke does not find himself able to carry 
out, uncontradicted, this sentiment of God's voluntary 
ignorance of the moral actions of men. In immediate 
connexion with this unaccountable effort of his to limit 
the actual knowledge of God, he gives the following 
full and necessary definition of the Divine omnis- 
eience, which we quoted in a former chapter: — "God 
-cannot have foreknowledge, strictly speaking, because 
this would suppose there was something comf?^^, in 
what we call futtirity, which had not yet arrived at 
ibe presence of the Deity. Neither can he have any 
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aflerknowledge, strictly speaking, for this would sup- 
pose something that had taken place, in what we call 
pretereity, or past time, had now got beyond the pres- 
ence of the Deity. As Qod exists in all that can be 
called eternity^ so he is equally everywhere : nothing . 
can be future to him, because he lives in all futur- 
ity : nothing can be past to him, because he equally 
exists in all past time; futurity and pretereity are 
relative terms to us ; but they can have no relati(m to 
that God who dwells in every point of eternity, with 
whom all that is past, all that is present, and all that 
is future to man, exists in one infinite, indivisible, and 
eternal noir." 

Who would imagine that the man who could give 
such a definition of the omniscience of God,' holds at 
the same time that there was a most important class 
of events, viz., moral events, which had not in the 
beginning, and have not yet, arrived at the presence 
of the Deity ? If God dwells in every point of eter- 
nity, so that all that is past, all that is present, and all 
that is future to man, exists with God in one infinite, 
indivisible, and eternal naw^ then surely every event, 
moral as well as physical^ future as well as past and 
present, is known to God. And being known to God, 
it belongs to a course of operation by a train of causes 
and ^ects which he has established, and is certain to 
take place. Yes, such an event as the wicked cruci- 
fixion of Jesus Christ, was according to the determi- 
nate cotinsel and foreknowledge of God. To this con* 
elusion we are brought by our belief in the proper 
omniscience and supremacy of God, and precisely this 
is asserted by the sacred penman in the words at the 
head of this chapter. 

But there is a way which some have, otherwise to 
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dispose of our text. We will refer again to the learned 
commentator before quoted. And here let me remark, 
I do not quote his words by way of controversy with 
Dr. Clarke, nor as a reviewer (rfhis wprks. I am on a 
a sulgect, which, to many minds, seems perplexing. 
Certain objections, and attempts at explanation, are 
common among us. And rather than expose myself 
to the charge, or even the suspicion, of not stating the 
objections and opposing explanations fairly, by giving 
them in my own language, I choose to present them 
in the language of one of their own strongest and 
boldest authors. Thi» is the only purpose for which 
I quote Dr. Clarke. This commentator says on the 
words which I have placed at the head of this 
chapter, that this determinate counsel '' is that coun- 
sel of God which defined the time, place, and circum- 
stance, according to his foreknowledge, which always 
saw what was the proper time and place for the 
manifestation and crucifixion of his Son: so that 
there was nothing casual in these things ; God having 
determined that the salvation of a lost world should 
be brought about in this way, and neither the Jews 
nor the Romans had any power here, but what was 
given them from above. It was necessary to show the 
Jews, that it was not through Christ's weakniess or 
inability to defend himself, that he was taken ; nor 
wa^ it thrQUgh their maUce, merely, that he was slain ; 
for God had determined long before, from the founda- 
tion of the world, Rev. xiii. 8, to give his Son a sacri- 
fice for sin; and the treachery of Judas, ami the 
malice of the Jews, were only the incidental means 
by which the counsel of God was fulfilled: the coun- 
sel of God intending the sacrifice; but never ordering 
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that it should be brought about by such wretched 
means. This was permitted^ the other was decreed^ 
Here then, we have the wisdom of this worM, ex- 
posing its foolishness more and more conspicuously. 
God's determinate counsel defined the time, place, and 
circumstance of the crucifixion of his Son ; he deter- 
mined that his Son should, at that time and place, be 
crucified, but did not determine that anybody should 
do it J Yes, according to his determinate counsel, he 
delivered his Son into the hands of men, for the pur- 
pose that he might be crucified at the determined time 
and place, but he did not determine, nor even know 
as an absolute certainty, that they would crucify him ! 
That act of men was left undetermined, contingent 
and uncertain, even to Grod himself, until it took 
place! Does anybody believe this? Can anybody 
believe it ? That God determined that a certain thing 
should be done, and done at a particular time and 
piace, and done by men too, and yet did not design 
that men should do it? Is this good sense ? If it is, 
I must confess that my own mind is strangely consti- 
tuted. And then, to persons who handle the Sacred 
record in this maimer, how wonderful must it appear 
that when their God has determined that a particular 
thing shall be done, at a fixed time and place^ without 
determining ttiat anybody should do it, men should 
by chance take it into their heads to do that particu- 
lar thing, at the same time and place, and thus with- 
out God's designing it, be the incidental means by 
which God's design is fulfilled ! It seems, then, if it 
were not for the lucky coincidence of these undirected 
chances with the plans of God, his designs would not 
be fulfilled. We shall therefore owe as much praise 
at least to the atheist's chance, as to the Arnunian 
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Grod, for any purposes which may finally succeed, 
affecting the concerns of thci moral universe. 

But away with these blasphemous and mind-de- 
grading sentiments. We multiply, rather than ^cape 
our difficulties, by denying the foreknowledge and 
purpose of God concerning the moral stale of his 
moral creation, with a view to support the account- 
ability of man. Everything in doctrine is great loss, 
which we must purchase by the sacrifice of the per- 
fections of God. Indeed, all labor to support such a 
view of human accountability as must exclude the 
foreknowledge and purpose of God, is but mere talk, 
mere verbiage, against the sober conviction of the 
understanding of those who employ it. . For after all 
is said, the sober conviction of every mind which 
reflects on the subject is, that He who made all 
things, in whom we live and move, knows all the 
events which take place in his moral, as well as in 
his physical creation; and that they were just as well 
known to him from the beginning, as they arc now, 
or ever will be ; and that, of courise, all these events, 
of both classes, belong to a chain of causes and effects, 
which is established by the Author of creation, who is 
God alone, who sees the end from the beginning, 
whose counsel shall stand, and he will do all his 
pleasure. It will not avail us, in respect to the appli- 
cation of this sublime doctrine, to make a distinction 
between great and small events, and moral and phys- 
ical. For such ^e the mutual and alternate bearings 
and connections of these things, that 

(t From the great chain whatever link you strikey 
Tenth or ten thousandth, breaks the chain alike." | 

AU will admit tte existence of this great American 
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hatioti to have been embraced in the cotuisel of CML 
For this, everjr Christian gives thanks to Gk>d, and 
not to luck and chance. But in tracing back the 
chain of events which resulted in the settlement of 
this comitFjr by onr forefathers, we tooch npon thou- 
sands of incidents, among which the most important 
are doings of men, involving both praiseworthinesifr 
and blame. It required a powerful motive to det^- 
mine those fathers and mothers to tear themselves 
from their loved homes, and friends, and all the xlear 
adfd familiar scenes of earth, and embark npon the 
trackless deep, for a waste howling wilderness upon 
these distant shores. What was the reason ? it was 
their supreme love of their religion. And why sAionId 
this have moved them to such a pilgrimage ? Because 
they could not enjoy their religk>n, and discharge its 
duties at home. What hindered them? It was the 
wicked and oppressive measures of their government 
If that government had been otherwise disposed, our 
pUgrim fathers would not have come to these shores, 
and this nation would not have been here. 

Permit me to indulge a little personal reiection. I 
loire to regard myself as a child, not of chance, but of 
Ood. I trace my lineage directly back to members of 
that pilgrim band, who came by the second voyage 
of the May-Flower to the Plymouth shore. Were it 
not for the tyranny of the English crown, as we have 
«eeft, they Would not have come here. And were it 
not for a piece of bribery, which purchased th^ ^cisich- 
ery of the May*Flower'S captain, they would have 
been landed upon the Hudson, and not tfpon Plymouth 
roek. These important incidents in the traiii being 
different, thousands of connected and succeeding events 
tr6\M hate beian differeei^, — and / should not ha^ye 
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heea here, nor upon th« stage of being. When I tbus 
meditate, in my devout and reverential confidence in 
God as his child, who hath numbered Ibe very haiM 
of my head, I dare not, I canntd admit the thought, 
that even the conduct of the jnlot which disappointed 
the plan of our pilgrim fathers, was a chance, contin- 
agency, or ^accident, in relation to the government of 
God. 

Let any of my readers take a retrospective view of 
his past life, and he will probably recall somie event 
which seemed insignificant at the time, which gave 
such a turn to affairs, as essentially to affect, or totally 
change, the whole subsequ^it course and conditi<m of 
his life. If the more important events of his life were 
contemplated in the arrangements of the Deity, so 
was that lesser which conduced to them. It belongs 
to a chain of causes and effects, established by the 
wise ^uid benevolent Governor of alL 

Such being the truth, supported by Scripture and 
resrson, let us hold it fast. It is the only principle on 
which we can rest the safety of the universe, or enjoy 
any confidence in the governm^t of God. Will you 
say we must deny this, however true it may appear, 
ki order to make men accountable beings? — that to 
admit this, is to do away all accountability, all virtue 
^nd sin in the children of i^en? Be not so easily 
frightened. There is no merit, nor wisdom, nor pru- i 
dence, in such rashness. Rather say, that if this sen- 
timent is true, then human accountability is something 
different from what you have imagined. When you 
have found an important truth, do not be friglitened 
from it by imagined difficulties* Stand in the light ' 
and the power of that truth, and encounter the ! 
fjE^posed difficulties as faijthful Chiristians. L^.tbe | 
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dUBculHes come, and examine th^n, and they will be 
found not to be. 

'' But the difficulty now before us," sajrs one, '^ I 
cannot oreicome. If man acts as he is induced, by 
the influence of means- or causes in the order of things 
established by the foreknowledge and determinate 
counsel of God, how is he accountable, — how is he t# 
be praised or blamed, — ^how is he deserving of reward 
or punishment, for what he does 7" 

To answer this inquiry, to reconcile the doctrines 
of the Divine foreknowledge and purpose, and the 
moral accountability of man, in a manner most con- 
ducive to Christian faith and virtue, will be the labor 
of the isucceeding section. 

SECTION II. 

HarmoHf of the Divine Sovereignty, and Humcm 

AeeountabUity. 

It is a question which has confused and perplexed 
many minds, "If God, by his foreknowledge and 
determinate counsel, has made certain any future 
moral actions of men, how are they accountable for 
those actions ?" The foregoing section offers various 
important considerations preliminary to an under- 
standing of this inquiry, and which urge the mind to 
a most earnest effort to obtain such understanding. 

'Some have decided that, on the premises here 
stated, men are not accoimtable for their conduct, 
have neither moral merit nor demerit. And so, to 
support human accountability, they deny the prem- 
ises, the foreknowledge and purpose of God. in rela- 
tion to the moral state of his creatures. Thus they 
havd deprived the morai creation of a Divine gov- 
ernment, even 6i a God ; and have deprived them- 
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selires of any ground of hope for future moral good. 
For if God have no purpose in relation to the moral 
condition of men, because the existence and operation 
of such a purpose would incapacitate men for an 
individual moral character, — then we have no Divine 
purpose to trust in for Aiture moral good, and the 
#rhole Christian system of faith and hope is null 
and void. 

But no man would ever think of denying the fore- 
knowledge of God, embracing all events, and a fore- 
knowledge the certainty of which is based on the 
original and comprehensive purpose of the all- wise 
CreatcMT and Ruler of the universe, were he not driven 
into the denial by affright, lest it should infringe on 
the free agency and the moral accountability of man. 
And to answer the inquiry which has raised this 
bewildering affright, to reconcile the doctrines of the 
Divine foreknowledge and decrees, and the moral 
accountability of man, in a manner most conducive 
to Christian faith and virtue, is the assigned labor of 
this section of my work. This I shall now attempt 
to do,— 

1st. Scripturally. 

3d. Philosophically. 

1st. I will show from the Scriptures that the doc- 
trine of a Divine purpose concerning moral as well 
as physical events, and the moral accountability of 
man for his actions, are both true, and of course con- 
sistent with each other. 

A case in point is placed at the head of this chapter. 
It is furnished us by Peter, Acts ii. 22 : " Him being 
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowl- 
edge of God, ye have taken, and with wicked hands 
have crucified and slain." The same sentiment is in 
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Acts iv. 27, 28 : "For of a truth, agunist thy holj 
child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people 
of Israel, were gathered together; for to do whatso* 
ever Ay hand and thy counsel determined before to 
be dcHie." The s^itim^it of these Scriptures is, that 
the persecution and crucifixion of Christ by the hands 
of men, was before purposed of God, and also that 
they were guilty for doing it ; they did it with 
"wicked hands," or herein acted a sinful part 

And when Jesus was yet with his disciples on the 
earth, he foretold to them what persecutions they 
were to suffer at the hands of their religious oppos^rs. 
He described these transactions with all the exactness 
with which an eye witness could describe them in 
history after they had taken place* Of course he had 
committed to him from God, of that prescience, by 
which he saw those transactions beforehand, and saw 
them to be certain by the operation of causes in the 
fixed order of things under Uie Divine government 
They could not be otherwise, because they were 
certain to be so, as Jesus saw and foretold they 
would be. Yet those persecutors were condemned 
for those deeds of malice, and were judged and pun- 
ished for them. 

Look at the case of Pharaoh. God said to Moses, 
when' he sent him to Pharaoh with a certain message, 
that he would harden Pharaoh^s heart, that he should 
not grant his request That is, though it was neces- 
sary, as one means of bringing about the designed 
end, that Moses should go to Pharaoh with the mes« 
sage which the Lord directed him to carry, yet he 
knew that the influences in the order of his provi- 
dence, would dispose Pharaol\, to refuse compliance 
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With Moses' reqve^ Yet Pharaoh was conctoaned 
for lus oonduct, and was punished fcnr it 

And so we may ga through with the whole course 
ef the prc^elic Scriptures, and we shall find -a nuia-» 
berless Tariety of events predicted, relating to the 
noral character and conduct of man in then future 
tiBie,-<'-conduct both good and eviL If God had, 
according to Dr. Clarice's plan, withheld his know!-* 
edge of these events, and poised them on the pos** 
sibility of being, or not being, so that even ia the 
nund of Gsod, they were as likely not to be, as to 
be, how could be have revealed to his prophets the 
certain foreknowledge of them? God foreknew idl 
these events as certain to be, and inspired his pro<- 
phets to for^ell them as certain to be, and all which 
related to times which have come, have certainly 
token place as they were for^old. Yet the actors in 
liiese foreordained, and consequently foreknown and 
Ibn^lold ev^its, were judged as subjects of praise or 
blame, of reward or punishment, according to the 
parts which they severally acted in them. 

The prophets, for instance, pr^icted, among oth^ 
things, that at a then future time, many people should 
eomie and say, '^ Let us go up to the house of the 
Lord, to the mountain of the mighty God of Jaeob; 
for he will teach us his ways, and we will walk in 
his paths." It was then certain that this prophecy 
would be fidfilled, though it spdce directly and solely 
of the moral actions of men. It was as imx>08sible for 
it to be otherwise, as it is that God should lie. God, 
in die purpose of his government, had provided those 
niean9 of moral influence, which should dispose and 
bring the people thus to return and walk in the paths 
4fr the laws o£ l\io ^^^* ^^^ ^>& ^%.\kmi^ in the 
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biw» of GiDd, when it takes place, is reekohed a righte- 
oumess and a merit of reward lo them who dio so. 

The insi^red prophets spoke beforehand of the 
coming md the character of the Messiah. They de- 
scribed with great particularity the character which 
he sustained, and the v/orks which he would per- 
form. And he came, and he acted, precisely as they 
foretold. I think there is hardly a Christian of any 
sect, of so great intellectual and moral pervepsity 
as fiot to admit that God purposed, from the begin- 
ning, what character his Son should sustain an the 
earA, and what works he should perform. He 
determined, as the prophet expresses it, to hold his 
Messiah's hand and keep him, to put his spirit upon 
him, and give him wisdom and understanding, and to 
keep him surroisnded by the influence of such circuni- 
stances and such principles, as that he should certainly 
sustain the character and perform the wcHrks which 
were purposed. Yet was there no merit, no virtue, 
no holiness in the character and works of Christ? 
Because his moral character and works were made 
certain by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God, — will you therefore deny that there was any 
merit or virtue in his works? Then you must per- 
ceive that it is not me, but the Bible, that you are 
C0R4«nding against. For every word of the Bible 
concerning the Messiah's character, shows that he 
acted throughout according to the previously fired 
purpose of God, and also that he was a subject of 
approbation and reward, as an accountable being, for 
what he diet. "* 

^ For further Scriptural and practio^ illustrations of this snbjecti the 
harmony of the Divine purpose with the legitimate actloa oC tb& v&5»x\ 
•geacy ofmaa, see Chap, IX., sec. ill., pp. ^^— %^Sl. 
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It seems unnecessary to poisue this diyismi ctf our 
subject longer, for it is establiabed beyond controversy, 
by authority of Scripture, that God's foreknowledge 
and foreordination of the moral character and works 
of his moral creatures, is compatible with their ao- 
countabiUty to his moral law, and their merit or 
dement, approvableness or blame, accordingly as their 
actions agree qt disagree with the precepts of that 
law. Still some minds remain unsatisfied. They 
are satisfied that I hare established my position by 
the authority of the Scriptures, but they are not 
satisfied of the rectsonableness even of the Scripture 
sentiments on this subject Their minds still labor 
under the inquiry, ''How can it be, even as the 
Scriptures teach, that those moral actions of men 
which are foreknown of God, and embraced as links 
in the great chain of events which he has purposed, 
are in justice appro vable or condemnable, rewardable 
or punishable, by the judgment of God? How can 
men be accountable for such actions?" — ^I will then 
pass on, 

2dly — To consider the same subject phUosophicaUy. 
And here I need do but little more than free the mind 
from certain false ideas attached to the principal words 
which the question employs, and settle upon correct 
views of the sense which these terms bear. What do 
you mean by sin ? Is it a frustration of the Divine 
purposes, and disappointment of the Divine expeC* 
tations? If you put this definition upon sin, no 
wonder you cannot conceive how there can be any 
sin, if all events are embraced in the original pur- 
pose of God. You can have no such sin until you 
have dethroned God, and thwarted the purpose of his 
government. 
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And what do you mean by blame? Is it an extra- 
neous Uiing, an external expression from the mouth 
of God, of disapprobation and disappointed feeling 
toward the sinner? And what do you mean by man's 
moral accountability? Do you mean that wh^i he 
has done acting in the body, he shall be called before 
God in another state of being, and required to give 
account, relate a history, of what he has done, and the 
reason of his conduct? And what do you mean by 
man's desert of reward or punishment ? Is it that when 
he has accounted of himself as above, if the account 
is in truth favorable, he shall be paid off for the grati- 
fication he has afforded the Deity, with the extraneous . 
reward of an endless residence in heaven? And that 
if the account proves unfavorable, God will, for this 
offence, disappointment, and indignity suffered, wreak 
eternal vengeance on the offending sinner's soul? I 
apprehend that the objector's mind is confused with 
'some such notions of sin, blame, and accountability. 
And with such a view of the sense of these words, no 
wonder that he should ask in perplexity of mind, 
" How is man accountable, how to blame, how pun- 
ishable for what he does, if his actions are induced 
by the influence of circumstances which God arranged 
for this purpose in his own established order of 
things?" 

But we will try not to be deceived by the sound of 
words. We will endeavor to take hold of the kno\?l- 
edgeof facts. What is sin? "Sin is the transgres- 
sion of the law." Of what law? Is it the transgres- 
sion of the law or rule of the Divine purpose, by which 
God worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will? No; it is the law or rule of Ijuman ha^j^ixve^^ 
or WQral ngbt, established in. the xv^Xxxx^ oi ^xs!^'^^ 
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and revealed in the published law, or word of God. 
T? hen when we violate this law, we sin. This is no 
farce; it is a reality. This law of happiness does 
exist Though God has published it in his word, it is 
founded in our very nature. And when we violate it, 
the wrong, the sin, does really exist, — because sin is 
the violation of this rule, or lalw. If God has placed 
us in the midst of circumstances, which for a wise 
purpose he designed should have an influence upon us 
to induce us at times to violate this moral rule or 
law, it does not alter the fact, and make it that there 
is no sin : for this is the sin, it is the violation of this 

^ law- 

And with regard to accountability; it is that princi- 
ple which God has established in the constitution of 
his moral creation, by which we are caused to feel 
approbation or disapprobation, happiness or unhappi- 
ness, accordingly as we obey or violate the principles 
of this moral law. And this accountability is real. 
This principle really exists, and will mete happiness 
or unhappiness to man, according to his actions, 
though he acts as he is acted upon by the stronger 
influence of circumstances aflTectitig him. 

Permit me to illustrate this principle by the help of 
a certain principle in physical nature. There is a 
natural law, by which, if you do violence to the prin- 
ciples of your physical fiature, you must suffer pain 
BiS^ the consequence. If the wound you receive was 
ordered by the providence of God, it removes not this 
fact. While groaning under the pain of a burning 
fever, or a broken limb, if any should remark to 
you that this evil is ordered by a wise and kind 
Providence, — you would not say, "If providence 

ordered this event. lYietvlYi^^^ wo ^Y^^^s^^wa broken 
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limb, no pain." The evil is there ; it is just as much 
there if it came by order of Divine Providence, as if it 
came by chance. The law of our physical nature 
will continue to inflict the pain, as long as the disease 
counteracts its principles. And moral accountability 
is that principle in our moral nature, which answers 
to the principle just described in our physical nature. 
It is really there, and will inflict pain on our violation 
of the law of our moral constitution, just as certainly 
as the other principle will cause pain upon any viola- 
tion of the law of physical nature. And this pain 
which proceeds from a violation of the moral law, is 
called punishmerU. Hence, man is accountable and 
punishable for a violation of the moral law, and that 
in perfect consistency with the doctrine of the Divine 
purpose embracing the moral as well as physical cir- 
cumstances of mankind. So, if the question of accoun t- 
ability be reiterated in another form, asking, why 
should men be punished for doing what they are 
induced to do. by circumstances foreknown of God, 
the answer is, the punishment is not an arbitrary 
infliction of revengeful torture, but it is the necessary 
evil which belongs to the violation of the moral law. 
Such is the moral nature of man, that the exercise and 
practice of hatred, jealousy, injustice, or any evil prin- 
ciple, must as necessarily produce the moral woe 
called punishment, as physical disease causes bodily 
pain. 

And the institution and administration of this retri- 
butive principle of accountability is jtist and rigktj 
because it is good, it is corrective. If the child could 
put his fingers into the fire without pain, he might 
burn them off before he should become old enough to 
make them useful. The pain wYvVch. ^e.<(ioTK^^xeL^ 
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certain defl^uctire circumstances of the body, iBdacen 
us to guard against Uiose circumstances. And so the 
pains or punishments of sin exert an influence to 
guard us against sin. And they do, to a great 
extent, prove efficacious. That constitution of our 
moral nature by which we shrink from the touch of 
evil principles, as we shrink from the touch of fire to 
our flesh, operates to a great extent to preserve man- 
kind from moral disease. And even those pimish- 
ments which God has sometimes inflicted by a special 
interposition of external providence, are also just and 
right because infinite wisdom sees them necessary as a 
means for the proper exercise of his moral government 
over the world. 

I think that our general subject is cleared from diffi- 
culty. Only cease from using words without definite 
ideas, and come down to a view of facts, rather than 
dally upon the sound of words, and all appears clear. 
God is viewed and adored in all his infinite perfections, 
as the all- wise and omniscient Governor of the natural 
and moral world, — and man also, by a wise and benev- 
olent economy of God, aceountabkf i. e. rewardaMe and 
punishable for his conduct. And these truths must 
have existed for the glory of God and the good of man. 
If God had not devised a plan, and did not exercise a 
government to carry that plan into effect, in relation to 
the moPetl ^as well as the natural circumstances of his 
creation, he would have been unworthy of liuman 
confidence and praise. And if he had not subjected 
men to this principle of moral accountability, they 
would not have been capacitated for coming up into 
that peculiar species of individnal enjoyment as moral 
beings, for which they are designed. The mare we 
examine this subject, the more we see and admire the 


god's sovereiontt and man's accountabilitt. 409 

consummate wisdom and goodness of God, in the con- 
stitution and government of the moral, as well as of 
Jthe natural world. 

With a few brief remarks on the practical influence 
of a belief in the doctrines of this chapter, I will 
conclude. Some have thought that this belief is 
unfriendly to the cause of virtue. But so widely do I 
differ, as to think that no sentiment is so friendly to 
virtue's cause. The sentiment which I have advo- 
cated is not that of some predestinarians, who hold to 
the arbitrary decrees of God, executed by a constant 
miraculous exertion of Divine power impelling men to 
action, and to arbitrary and revengeful punishments. 
The decrees of God are founded in the constitution of 
things ; in the connections and dependencies of circum- 
stances and events. The actions of men are induced 
by circumstances, so that with the creature they are 
vcluntary ; or free^ if you will take the woisid free to 
apply to the voluntary action of the mind, not com- 
pelled by outward force. This is the only sense in 
which man's agency is free. It is not free in a sense 
to be able to will one thing as well as another, under 
circumstances the same. God himself is not free in 
this sense. His holy nature admits of no freedom to 
do wrong as well as right. " It is impossible for God 
to lie." He is free to do his pleasure; he is free to 
choose what he will. But it would be irreverence to 
say that he can will to do evil, or the lesser gooii. 
And with regard to ovr moral freedom, it consists only \ 
in the fact that the mind acts^ by the influence of 
motives operating within itself, so that its own consent 
is obtained. Indeed, we are as morally free as we 
Could be, surrounded by the circumstances in the midst 

of which we are placed, even if there w«^ no intelli-* 
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gent power above iis. The difference between us and 
some others, is chiefly in this; that the direction of 
the circumstances affecting the influences that bear 
upon us, is of the government of God, and not of athe- 
istical Chance or heathen Fate. But God does not, by 
any direct interposition, interfere with the volitions 
of our minds. They are our own, in the sense 
in which our existence is our own. But that our 
choice is influenced by motives, and those motives by 
circumstances, no man will deny, unless he shuts his 
eyes upon himself. And why should one wish to 
shut his eyes upon the knowledge of himself, and of 
man? How important is a knowledge of the facts 
which we have brought to view in relation to man, in 
its practical bearing. We must understand the nature 
of human agency, and the principle of government 
over mind by moral influences, in order to apply a 
successful system of moral education. And with the 
true knowledge of man in this respect, we shall both 
be able to conduct the better system of moral disci- 
pline, and at the same time to see that God may J 
accomplish all his purposes with regard to the moral 
state of his creatures, and even bring them all to 
worship and adore him, by the operation of causes 
which shall induce their own voluntary action. 

One circumstance which repels the consent of the 
mind to acts of wrong, and inclines it to the choice of 
virtue, is the discovery of the principle of accounta- 
bility, which has just bfeen explained, connecting hap- 
ness with virtue, and misery with vice. And moral 
and religious instruction is a means of placing this cir- 
cumstance in its healthful influence, before the mind. 

By the constitution of nature which God has given 
Us, we as strongly desire happiness, and dislike misery, 
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with our belief in the foreknowledge and government 
of God, as if we believed that the aflFairs of the moral 
creation were left to the blind sport of chance. We 
admire Uie wisdom of God in the constitution of our 
moral as well as of our physical nature. Our innate 
desire of happiness, with the objects around us sJfect- 
ing that desire, excites us to action ; the knowledge of 
the connexion between sinful actions and misery, 
repels our choice of sin : and our acquaintance with 
the fact that virtue's fruit is happiness, induces our 
choice of virtue's road. And this view of the principle 
of accountability as being founded in the moral consti- 
tution of our nature, and being certain in its awards, 
must have a better and steadier moral influence, than 
the opposite view of its being extraneous and uncertain. 
Thus nothing is lost, but rather something is gained, 
by thiB doctrine of this chapter, as it respects the moral 
influence of the doctrine of rewards and pui^shments. 
And then everything is hereby gained on the score of 
confidence in God, and pious hope, and gratitude and 
praise. It is only in the light of this sentiment, that, 
•when, with Paul, we have viewed the human creation 
made subject to vanity, and have seen the reign of 
moral as well as natural evil, even of unbelief and 
sin, — we can look through the cloud of darkness, rise 
above the jarring elements of moral contrarjeties, and 
rest on the perfect government of God for the consum- 
miation of a purpose, to eventuate in the highest u|^i- 
versal good ; — yes, and with that holy apostle exclaim 
in pious rapture, ^'O the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God. How unsearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out * * For of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all things, to whom be glory forever* Amen." 


CHAPTER XIY. 

VAITH, SBPBNTAMCB, AND THE MEW BIRTH. 


SECTION I. 


Faith. 

The Christian faith is a belief and trustful confi- 
dence in Christian truth. It is a plain and interesting 
subject ; yet human theology has defrauded 'the mind 
of its blessed simplicity, by throwing around it the 
garb of mystery. And not a few there are, whom 
education has so accustomed to associate religion and 
mystery, that an intelligible, common-sense doctrine 
is hardly viewed as possessing the dignity which 
belongs to religion. 

Our present subject is defined by Dr. Brown, in his 
Dictionary of the Bible, in the following manner : — 
" Saving faith is that gracious quality, principle or 
habit wrought in the heart by the Spirit taking the 
things of Jesus and showing them to us, whereby we 
receive and rest alone on Christ for salvation as he is 
offered to us in the gospel. By this faith we are 
united to his person, as our spiritual head and hus- 
band, and 4ie dwelleth in our heart ; are interested in 
his righteousness and fulness; and by improvement 
thereof, become bold before God, and active in his 
service. This is the faith of OocTs elect, as none but 
they are made sharers of it, and they alone are in the 
faith; that is, possessed of, and act accordmg to the 
principles of it. Faith, as a habit or principle, is 
implanted in every regenerated infant, even though 
the word of God can neiVVvex \» V!cv^ tasax^a <^1 \feft\r 
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legeneration, nor can they act faith on it, as it is 
unknown to them." 

Now who can understand the nature of the Chris- 
tian faith, from this definition of it? What is it? 
and how will you go at work to obtain it? Why, the 
author above quoted says, " it is that gracious quality, 
principle, or habit, wrought in the heart by the Spirit 
taking the things of Christ and showing them to us." 
The elect only can have it; and even elect infants 
may possess it, though they have no understanding. 
And if elect infants may have it without understand- 
ing, of course elect men and women may possess the 
Christian faith likewise, while as ignorant of the 
truths of the gospel as those regenerated infants ! 

The proper Christian faith, then, as thus defined, 
does not, as St. Paul describes it, come by hearing the 
vxnrd of God, nor by reading or understanding it. It is 
an imagined inexplicable something, supposed to be 
miraculously wrought in the person's constitution, 
before he can understand or receive God's word. Of 
course, it no more comes through the medium of the 
understanding, than does the curdling chill of the 
blood in the cold winter's blast. 

It is the prevalence of this view of religious faith, 
that exposes so many minds to slavish entanglement in 
dark and absurd theological schemes. When they have 
imbibed the opinion that faith is a mysterious " qual- 
ity," wrought by the ^irit of God, but not through 
the means of instruction and enlightenment of the 
mind, they are then in a situation to be imposed upon 
by the sleight of men. Any frame or emotion of 
feeling, which even the impostor's operations excite, 
may be dignified into the gracious ^'quaUty" of the 
Christian faith. 

35* 
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But as I aaid xa the outset^ our subject is not in 
itself mysterious. Christian faith is the reception, with 
a loving, trusting heart, of Christian truth. St. Paul 
says it ''is the substance of things hoped for, and the 
evidence of Uiings not seen." ^ It is to be obtained, 
thiH, through the medium of evidenee. H^ice the 
same apostle says, in another place, — ''So then faith 
Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of Ood." ^ 
The word hearings in this case, includes reading, or 
any means of instruction by which to come at the 
word of God. When we read the Scriptures, the 
word of God speaketh unto us through the inspired 
record ; and if we ponder and tmderstand, we hear the 
word of God. 

If, then, we are to obtain faith by the means of hear- 
ing, what shall we believe? Everything we hear? Is 
the mere ia^i of our hearing a thing said, the only condi- 
tion of our belief in it ? If so, we must beUeve a most 
manmioth collection of contradictions and absurdi- 
ties. Our faith must be a vast reservoir of all the 
good and evil, truth and falsehood, which we read or 
hear. No: this hearing by which the true faith 
Cometh, is by the word of God. And even what we 
hear aUeged as the word of God, we must not receive 
implicitly ; for there are diverse sentiments whose 
abettors assure us that they are the sentiments of 
God's word. "Beloved," saith an apostle, "believe 
n,ot every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are 
of God; because many false prophets are gone out 
into the world." You must try what 3^ou hear, by the 
accredited record of Divine truth. So did the noble 
Bereans, who heard the preaching of Paul. " They 
received the word with all readiness of mind, (that is^ 
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they received it for examination,) and searched the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were so : there- 
fore many of them believed." 

Hence it is seen that there is nothing more forbid- 
ding to the reasoning mind in the subject of faith, 
than in any valuable matter of human inquiry*. It 
invites the attention of all, young and old, grave and 
gay, as a subject you may investigate, understand, 
feel, enjoy. It is the belief of tl^ word of God, 
which by the gospel is preached unto you, and which 
addresses itself to your reason and conscience. And 
while the faith of the gospel is the belief of its teach- 
ings, it involves a confiding trust in the government 
of God, that in life or death, for time and eternity, the 
full heart can exclaim, *^ JEHOVAH-JIREH." • 

SECTION II. 

Repentance. 

9 

Repentance, as it is taught in the Scriptures, is a 
change or alteration of mind and character for the 
better. The original word (metanoed, to repent) is 
defined by Parkhurst as meaning, " to* understand 
afterwards, to be wise after a fact committed, to change 
one's mind and opinion so as to influence for the better 
his subsequent conduct." It involves, of course, the 
.idea of reformation. It means something more than 
sorrow on account of certain wrong committed; for 
one may regret having done certain evil things, not 
that he has really changed his mind as to the pursuit 
of the same course, but because he is detected and 
sufiers punishment for his wrong. Sorrow and repent- 
ance are not synonymous, though ^^ godly sorrow 

« GeD. zxii. 14. ** Aod Abmham called the ii«inft oi i^\'^u&ka^'^^««ss^i:^^* 
Jinbf"L e,f God will provide. 
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wcrkeih r^ientance to salvation not to be repented 
of." ^ That is, godly sorrow for sin worketh a change, 
a reformation .of mind and conduct. 

It is hence perceived that gospel repentance includes 
a change of mind and affections with regard to sin 
its^. Consequently, when we hear professing Chris* 
tians r^nark, that if they could throw off certain for- 
eign ani^ extraneous fear, such, for instance, as the 
fear of the fabled Tartarus of Pluto, they would care 
not for the service of God, but would take their fill of 
sin, we know they have not passed through the work 
<rf Christian repentance. Their hearts are in love 
vnih sin; they are "in the gall of bitterness, and in 
the bond of iniquity." Their professed repentance is 
a mere piece of wary policy. It is like the case of the 
supposed dying man, who ordered his son to convey 
back to his neighbor's bam an item of stolen property, 
but on finding himself convalescent countermanded 
the order, and had the property retaken to his own 
use. There was the passion of fear, but no inward 
hatred of sin. 

There is a good illustration of the subject of repent- 
ance in the parable of the prodigal son. It is true the 
sufferings of the poor wanderer were a means of bring- 
ing him to himself, to his sober reflections. And this 
is a faC'isimile of all punishment in the government of 
Grod, as to its purposed use. It is to check, restrain, 
and bring the transgressor to himself. But the prod- 
igal was not governed by the consideration of any 
extraneous harm, any future revenge, from an enraged 
father. He was in a lost condition ; sin itself was his 
most dreadful enemy; and he had no prospect, in 
transgression's path, but darkness and woe. He 
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turned his back upcm his sins, and returned to his 
father's house. And the congratulation which he met 
upon his return was, not that he had thus averted the 
father's wrath, which would have inflicted a dreadful 
death upon him, but that he had escaped frcMn the death 
in which his sins had involved him. ^^ This, thy bro- 
ther, was dead, and is alive again ; and was lost, and 
is found." ^ 

Such, then, is gospel repentance ; — ^to see yourself 
away from the Father's service, — to feel your dreadful 
moral deprivation in the way of error, — to appreciate 
the excellence of God and your obUgations to serve 
him, — and come home, with a contrite loving heart, to 
God, to truth and duty. Such a rep^itant will not 
draw back unto perdition. 

SECTION III. 

The New Birth. 

Jesus said imto Nicodemus, who came by night to 
pay him a respectful compliment, ^' Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.'' * The 
kingdom of God, or of heaven, is usually employed in 
the Scriptures to denote the spiritual reign of Christ. 
The prophets had foretold the coming of the Messiah, 
who should establish a kingdom of righteousness and 
I)eace. The Jews generally were expecting that this 
kingdom would be a temporal one, swayed and sup* 
ported by physical force. And even the chosen disci* 
pies of Jesus, what time he was with them on earth, 
though they learned much of the nature of his religion, 
did not understand to apply the term kingdom to it, — 
but for this they were looking for a worldly reign, 

• John in. 3. 
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which should break the Roman yoke, and restore to 
Israel their former, and more than their former politic 
eal freedom and glory. But when they had learned 
that the kingdom of Jesus is a spiritual kingdom, they 
doubtless understood in a new and clear light such 
previous sayings of their Master as these:— "Go, 
preach the kingdom of God ; " ' " The kingdom of God 
is com^unto you;"' "The kingdom of 'God cometh 
not with observation ; neither shall they say, lo here ! 
or lo there ! for behold, die kingdom of God is within 
you;"*' and again, "The kingdom of heaven is like 
unto leaven, which a woman took and hid in three 
measures oi meal, until the whole was leavened/'* 
The kingdom of God being a spiritual kingdom, it is, 
then, in literal terms, the religion of Jesus. It is 
called a kingdom with reference to its government of 
the hearts and lives of men. That, indeed, is very 
literally a kingdom, which controls the inner man, — 
which forms the mind, directs the will, and governs 
the life. And it is the kingdom of God and of heaven, 
because it is of God, and in its nature heavenly. 

Such being the kingdom of God, the qualifications 
for an inheritance of it must be spiritual, and not 
worldly. Accordingly, when Nicodemus came to 
Jesus by night, in a favorable opinion of him to be 
sure, but rather with the etiquette of worldly courtiers 
than with the spirit of the Christian warfare, the Mas- 
ter said unto him, " Except a man be bom again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. 

Though I take the sentiment expressed by these 
words, in a general application, yet I will prepare the 
reader's mind for a better understanding of it, by a few 
remarks on the use of the particular language in the 

'LuJceix. 2. « Mail. zii. %d. ^"LHSLaxra-.'iX. '^'^&3BSsX,ia2fik.'iA« 
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case before us. Why did Jesus employ this particular 
form of expression here, to signify a change which he 
usually described by other language? I will offer 
some reasons for believing that he designed this fon- 
guage in particular, for application to Xhid Jews^ a 
ruler of whom be was addressing. 

One circumstance to be noticed is, that the Jews 
were expecting the benefits of the Messiah's li;yigdom, 
on the ground of their natural relation ta Abraham. 
When Jesus, on a certain occasion, informed them by 
what means they might become free, they said, '^ We 
be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any 
man: how say est thou, ye shall be made free?" 
" Jesus answered them. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
whosoever committeth sin, is the servant (or slave) 
of sin." They would have it, that, as they were Abra- 
ham's seed, that was enough. They were never in 
bondage, and they needed not to be made free. And 
so with regard to the kingdom of the promised Mes- 
siah, — they supposed that when he should come, they 
should, of course, as the children of Abraham, enjoy 
his immediate favor^ and inherit the benefits of his 
kingdom. They supposed that they, as the natural 
posterity of Abraham, in distinction from other na- 
tions, were the legitimate heirs, by natural birth, of 
this distinguishing favor. But Jesus insisted that they 
needed a change. They were slaves to error and 
vice, and needed a liberation from their thrald(»n. Or, 
in the words employed in the present case, they mttst 
be bom again. Their natural birth did not entitle 
them, more than others, to die kingdom of God ; they 
must be bom again, born from above, as the marginal 
reading is, by the word of God. This was an appro- 
priate figure of speech to be applied Vi \ViO«fc^\tfi^«.^ 
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erfoneomly expecting to inherit tfie kingdom of Christ 
hy virtue of their natural birth as Abraham's progeny, 
—to tell them they must be bom again, by the influ- 
«ace of principles from above, in order to enjoy that 
blessing. 

In the second place, there was a conmion form of 
speech among the Jews, quite similar to this, which 
they applied to the conversion of Gentiles to Judaism. 
TTiey used to say that a Gentile convert taas as a 
neuhbom child, and had commenced a new life. The 
use of such language among the Jews, in relation 
to Gentile converts, is what justifies Christ's rejproof 
to Nicodemus, when he put so strange a construction 
as he did on the expression, ^^bom again," — ^saying, 
*'Art thou a master in Israel, and knowest not these 
things?" This censure cast upon Nicodemus would 
have been arbitrary, unless there had been some use 
of language in Israel, with which he as a master in 
Israel must have been familiar, which should have 
led him to put a more rational and correct construc- 
tion on the words uttered by Christ. But the fact 
now adduced explains and justifies the censure; for 
as the Jews reckoned that a proselyte to their religion 
from Gentilism, was as a new-bom child, he should 
not have regarded it as an absurd use of language for 
Christ to say that even the Jews, to inherit his reli- 
gion, must be bom again, or become as new-born 
children. 

That this particular form of speech was designed 
for a special application to the Jews, is furthermore 
evident, from the circumstance that in all the recorded 
teachings of the apostles, when the ministry of the 
gospel was extended to the Gentiles as well as Jews, 
Ais form of speech is itf)i «nvj\o^^ftL \o cx:^\^^ Chris- 
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tian cofDversion, except in one instance in the first 
Epistle of Peter, which was written especially for con- 
verted Jews : — " Seeing ye have purified your souls, 
in obeying the truth through the spirit, unto imfeigned 
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with 
a pure h^irt fervently ; being bom agcdtiy not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word oi God, 
which liveth and abideth forever."^ And St. John, 
who recorded the words of Christ referred to, intro- 
duces into his Epistles a similar form of speech, being 
bom of God. ^' He that loveth is bom of God, and 
knoweth God, for God is love." These epistles, 
though they may have be^i addressed to believers in 
general, were written by one whose ministry was 
chiefly among the Jews. 

But because the phrase, bom again^ is employed in 
two or three cases in the New Testiunent, for a partic- 
ular apidi(»tion to the Jews, who were depending 
on their distinction of natural birth, — some have raised 
a doctrine frcnn it but little less strange than were the 
ideas which Nicodonus at first attached to this form 
of speech. They have associated with these words 
the idea of a sort of change, or production of a new 
moral nature, which, in every individual so changed 
constitutes as real, direct, and great a miracle, as the 
causing of the sun to stand still, or the raising of Ae 
literally dead to life. 

So strangely blinded have some minds become on 
this subject, that they are incapable of receiving any 
rational ideas in relation to it You may describe the 
real Christian conversion in the most plam and intel- 
ligible language, even in the language in which the 
Scriptures usually describe it, and they will not be 
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aware that ycm have preached the doctrine of. the 
new birth. Much that you have spoken, they will 
say, is good so far as it goes. You seem to hold that 
we must, in order to enjoy the happiness of the king- 
dom of God, study, understand, believe, feel and prac- 
tise, the true principles of the gospel ; but then you do 
not urge the necessity of the new birth ; our Saviour 
says, " Ye must be bom agcdn*^^ Thus they are so 
blinded by a false idea attached to a figurative expres- 
fiicm, that while they describe the very change which 
is expressed by the phrase, being bom again, and ac- 
knowledge that you hold it, they yet judge that you 
do not hold the doctrine of the new birth. 

Now the Christian new birth is comprised in th^ 
very things which are stated above, — studying^ tm^ 
derstanding, believing, feeling and practising, the true 
principles of the gospel. St. Peter so describes it in 
the case which we have quoted from him: — '^Seemg 
ye have purified your souls, in obeying the truth 
through the spirit, — ^see that ye love one another with 
a pure heart fervently; — ^being born again, — by the 
toord of God,^^ Thus is the new birth defined as be- 
ing produced by the influence of - the word of God, 
which is preached by the gospel ; and as being enjoyed 
and manifested by obedience of the same word of 
truth. And believing and obeying the gospel did 
indeed produce such a change with the Jews, as far as 
they received it, as made them new-born children. It 
brought them entirely into new views concerning the 
kingdom of the Messiah, into new feelings towards 
mankind, and into new hopes and expectations. And 
however they might boast of their relation to fsither 
Abraham, and their favor with God in the possession 
of his oracles, these new -vx^^^^new feelings, and new i 
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hopes and expectations, they must have, — ^they must 
be bom into them, in order to inherit the Messiah's 
religion, the kingdom of God. 

Though the words referred to were spoken by our 
Lord for a particular application to the Jews of that 
^gCj y®t a similar change to what was meant by these 
words, is necessary for all men of all ages, to be ex- 
perienced in a greater or less degree, according to 
previous character and circumstances. No one is 
naturally bom in possession of the light of Divine 
truth, nor does he by his physical growth come into 
possession of it. Though he may gradually come 
into the knowledge and enjoyment of it from child 
hood, being trained up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, yet the same change in substance is ex- 
perienced, for his enjoying the religion of the gospel. 
He does not have to be changed from so much actual 
error and moral corruption, as were the Jews who 
were converted to Christianity in the Saviour's time. 
But he is and must be changed from ignorance, from a 
state of destitution with regard to these things, into the 
knowledge and practice and enjoyment of them. He 
has been born info the world a living soul ; but he 
must be born again, intellectually and morally. The 
mind must, by cultivation, be made a fruitful field, or 
it will be overgrown with thorns, and become a waste 
wilderness. 

I do not by this give countenance to the idea that 
human nature is radically and totally corrupt. Human 
nature may be good enough ; but we know that so it 
always has been, and so it is, that when the human 
mind has been let alone, — when it has not been culti- 
vated and disciplined by the teachings of truth from 
God, so as to be bora from above^ — \l \v^^\iR!R«tftR»<8^- 
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cumbered with weeds of noxious errors. So, for a 
wise purpose, God has constituted and circumstanced 
the human mind. It must be changed from ignorance 
to knowledge, — and from knowledge to knowledge, 
from glory to glory, by the culture of Christian truth. 

A correct view of man in this respect, is of great 
importance, both with regard to our treatment of 
ourselves, and of the rising generation. Concerning 
ourselves, it is not enough that we can boast of our 
relationsfaip to patriots and freemen. We may boast 
of our political and religious rights, into the inherit- 
ance of which we are bom ; but we must be born 
again ; the mind must be enlightened with truth and 
stored with goodness, or we cannot see the kingdom 
of Ood, the blessed leijgn of moral liberty and peace. 

And with regard to our treatment of the rising gen- 
eration, — ^we are urged by the sentiment before us, to 
strive for their Christian education. This will lay 
the foundation of all other good in life. It will recon- 
cile the young aspiring mind to the government of 
God, and fill the soul with hope in his goodness. It 
will render the study of his law delightful, and ele-* 
vate the affections to the pure and the good. 

'< With joy it crowns succeeding years, 
And renders virtue strong." 


CHAPTER XV. 

THE INFLUENCE OF CHKISTIANTTY IN FORMING THE LIFE. 

Having now, after exceeding my intended limits, 
presented the reader with what I regard as a com- 
pend of the Christian doctrines, I will close with a 
brief chapter on the practical influence of these doc- 
trines in forming the life. 

1. The system of faith herein comprised, involves 
the practical exercise of Supreme Confidence in Ghd. 
It evinces, in all its principles and parts, the infinite 
perfectness of God in all his adorable attributes. By 
the light of its teachings we see the eternal Father, in 
the perfectness of his knowledge and wisdom, the 
infinity of his love, the excellence of his justice, the 
almightiness of his power, and the indissolubility and 
glory of his grace. It does not ascribe these perfec- 
tions to God in name- merely, and at the same time, in 
describing the purposes and operations of his creation 
and government, make him short-sighted, unwise, in- 
consistent, feeble, and unkind; — ^but it exhibits these 
adorable perfections in all the Creator's purposes and 
doings. In the creation of this beautiful world and 
its furniture for man ; in the constitution of our bodies, 
and of our minds, and of all the interesting relations 
in which we are placed; in subjecting us to high 
duties as his children, by the institution of laws 
adapted to our being as made in the Divine image; 
in the annexation of penalties to those laws, and the 
tidministration oi judgment in the\i ex^eic.xvS\o\!L\ ^sA\ssl 
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the grand purpose of his grace revealed through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour, — in all these plans and operations 
of God, we see the harmonious action of all his per- 
fections. All concur to promote the wise and good 
design, to rear up, discipline, and qualify, a great 
family of children, to enjoy with the Father immortal 
felicity. 

The faith of this great and harmonious system of 
truth, when it has existence in the mind, must pro- 
duce a most peaceful confidence in God. We cannot 
fear any ultimate harm from the operations of his 
government. Even when disappointments and trou- 
bles become a portion of our allotment, we rest in 
hope, seeing that unerring wisdom is overruling pres- 
ent evil for ultimate good. 

" This can my fears contnd, 
Ahd bid my sorrows fly ; 
What real harm can reach my sonli 
Beneath my Father's eye V* 

In this faith we have also a double enjoyment of 
the blessings of life. It enables us to receive the daily 
gifts of his providence, as the kind benefactions of an 
almighty Father, whose goodness will never leave 
nor forsake us, but be more and more visibly dis- 
played forever and ever. 

^ Thms we can with his people taste 
The blessings of his love, 
While hope attends the sweet repast 
Of nobler joys above." 

2. The faith ^of the Christian system, as here ex- 
hibited, involves also the exercise of Supreme Lave to 
God. This is indeed conq)rised in the caiitfidence just 
described F(» wbfixe \bex^ \% cK^afideuce tbieie most 
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he lore. You cannot exet eiee supreme confidence 'm 
any being, unless you can view him in a character 
supremely lovely. Neither can you love a being 
supremely, unless you can view him in a character 
perfectly trustworthy. Confidence and love are twin 
sisters. 

Now it is the first great commandment of the moral 
ktw, that we love the Lord our God with all our 
heart And it is the purpose of <he Christian mission 
to brmg the moral creation into the blessed service of 
this love, in the spirit of reconciliation to God. This 
can never be done but by the power of reason and 
love. Men may be taken and thrown by brute force 
into one or another posture; or they may be driven 
by slavish fear into proscribed professions, attitudes, 
and genuflections; but in these operations there is 
nothing akin to virtue, or related to the service of 
God. For a dumb and senseless idol, a blind and 
senseless worship may suffice :^-but to the God of 
supreme intelligence and glory, no worship is accep- 
table, but that which is rendered in the understand- 
ing, and in the Bfini of sentimental gratitude and 
love. But no man can love God until he has so 
learned the truth as to see him in his loveliness. It is 
not an affection into which the mind can force itself 
without a reason. But in the light of truth, and the 
eommunion of love Divine, the soul can respond to 
the beloved disciple, '^We love him because he first 
loved us." So certainly did the apostle view it a set- 
tled principle, that when a man has a true and effect- 
ive knowfedge of Ae character of (|od, he will love 
him, that he boldly affirms, ''He that loveth not, 
kttoweth not God ; for God is lOve." He who knows 
God, therefore, wiU love him. Hens;^) \\ \^ ^^ ^r^s^ 
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omy of God's wisdom, for the reconciliation of man to 
himself, to make known his everlasting love, and his 
effective grace. 

It is on this point especially, that the wisdom of the 
world is foolishness with God. Human policy has 
suggested, that even if God's great purpose of unfail* 
ing grace for mankind is true, it is not wise and pru^ 
deni to promulgate such truth. But the inspired 
apostle assures us, that in '' making known unto us 
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
which he hath purposed in himself, that he might 
gather together in one, all things in Christ," — " God 
hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and psudence."* 
He knows what is in the moral nature of man ; he 
knows by what influences his heart is to be won to 
the Source of all good ; and accordingly, the very first 
aim of the gospel mission is, to assure his children, 
even his lost and sinful children, that he loves them. 
''God commendeth his love towards us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." ' " Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 
Go, then, ye servants of Jesus, and fear not that it 
shall harm the children to let them know that the 
Father loves them. 

3. Christianity, which it has been the labor of this 
volume to condense from the Scriptures, produces a 
-JUial respect for the Law of God, and obedience to its 
Precepts. The confidence in God, before described, 
will naturally beget the assurance that his laws are 
the laws of a friend, itisely framed, and adapted to 
our welfare. It is not from a peaceful confid^ice in 
God that men are led into sin. It is from a distrust 
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of God's wisdom and goodness, a dissatisfaction with 
his government and laws, and a hope to do better for 
themselves by pursuing their own ways. The human 
doctrines of revenge, ascribed to the government of 
God, will not effect the needed reform. Look upon 
the more hardened sinners, and you will see that these 
are the principles which have formed their hearts, the 
moral atmosphere which they inhale. Their very 
throat is an open sepulchre, from which issue per- 
petual streams of ^' hell and damnation." The same 
streams issuing from the pulpit will not refine them. 
They need the contact of a different moral element, 
that of love Divine. They need light, the light of 
* truth, to see that God's love is not interposed between 
them and their best good in life, but leads them in the 
way of peace. Let them have the clear Ught of the 
Father's law, as presented in the fourth chapter of 
this work, and then the same motive, the love of life 
and good days, which prompts mankind to all their 
ordinary labors, will return them to obedience and 
duty. And if, in an evil hour, one is tempted by the 
thoughts of greater gdbd in sin, the truth we have 
exhibited on the penalties of the law, will counteract 
the evil. It will sound the caution in his ear, " Do 
thyself no harm ;" " There is no peace to the wicked ;" 
" Destruction and misery are in their ways ;" " Though 
hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpun- 
ished." 

Here, then, is a perfect system of faith and practice. 
It secures the highest principle of virtue, confidence in 
God, and at the same time pre^rves the assurance of 
punishment in case of wrong. And one of these prin- 
ciples of action is not countervailed by the other. Our 
confidence in God does not free \kB itooi ^^ ^s&xoss^k^ 
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of punishment in case we transgress, — ^iior does our 
fear of punishment interfere with, or weaken our con- 
fidence in God. This is the beautiful and practical 
harmony of Christian Divinity, peculiar to itself, un- 
known in the religions of human schools. 

But, above all, as we have remarked before, the 
supreme principle of virtue is love. We have attended 
to the first commandment, " Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God." The second is like unto it, or rather is 
involved in it, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self." Like begetteth like ; love begetteth love. The 
manifestation of God's love to us brings us into the 
reciprocity of this love Divine ; — and then it fills the 
soul with the spirit of communicative goodness. And 
this spirit of communicative goodness, the principle of 
pure philanthropy, of universal kindness, is the moral 
power by which man can reach, win, and save his 
brother man. 

We thank God that this supremely important prin- 
ciple is becoming better understood. It seems, in 
truth, to be getting enthroned as the ruling genius of 
the age. What a change the power of kindness is 
working in civilized society ! The rulers of the world 
have been mainly depending, for the orderly govern- 
ment of mankind, on tyrannic severity and brute 
violence. They have deemed knowledge and free- 
dom among the people to be unsafe, and their gov- 
ernment has been based upon perpetual warfare 
against the dearest rights and purest aspirations of 
the human soul. Hence, their thrones have been 
erected in seas of blood, the waves of which, rebound- 
ing, have again dashed them to ruin. Go with the 
philanthropist Howard, by the perusal of his me- 
moirs, into the pmona oi 'SxiLto^^ ^& theY were. 
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There the offenders against the laws, if that offence 
were only the inability to pay a debt, were cast out 
from the kind sympathies of the community. They 
were left abandoned there, generally in under-ground 
cells, to dampness, cold, hunger, filth, sickness, and 
chains. Their treatment was calculated to promote 
hostility in them and their friends, against the com- 
munity. These real hells were fashioned after the 
model of the fabulous hell of the people's creed, where 
punishment is revenge and not chastisement. 

But a blessed change is in progress. As we have 
said, the principle of heavenly wisdom, the spirit of 
universal philanthropy, is becoming the ruling genius 
of the age. It is reforming creeds, leavening the hearts 
of all sects, and modifying governments and laws. We 
see it in the prison discipline movement, which, en- 
listing the co-operation of different sects, is laboring 
to make our prisons schools of moral discipline, rather 
than engines of torture. We see it in the anti-slavery 
enterprise, which, bating all the indiscretions of men 
in the use of means, is founded upon the broad prin- 
ciples of the universal paternity of God, and the 
universal brotherhood of men, who are all bound to ' 
labor for each other's instruction, elevation, prosperity 
and happiness. W^ see it in the temperance reform, 
the spirit of which discerns a brother in the low and 
degraded, breathes upon them a brother's love, and 
warms them into life, — reaches forth a brother's arm, 
raises them up, and leads them home to virtue and* 
peace. 

This is the working of Christian truth, in forming 
the life. Its messengers may be despised for their 
humbleness, or forgotten in the bustle of the world; 
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but their principles will live on, — ^tmth shall sarvive, 
and work its work, '' and none shall hinder it." 

And now^ beloved brethren, be it our chief ambi- 
tion, so to Vke as co-workers with the spirit of Ghris- 
tiaa truth, 'that he who examines our faith, and 
witnesses our life, shall be constrained to say of us 
as it was said of father Abraham, "So, then, faith 
wrought with his wcMrks, and by works was faith 
made perfect" 
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